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OOnce upon a time, there was a region in the middle of Sweden hiding one of the most valuable 

treasures for the future of the country. This treasure had the power to attract people from all 

around the world just to try to get it from the ground. One can find this place heading  right 

south from Dalarna,  into the woods, in a region called Bergslagen. It includes some little towns like 

Hofors, Hallefors and Hagfors. The towns of the rapids. 

Once, a few hundred years ago, approximately in the Middle Age, this region began to interest to 

the kings, because they realized they could export this precious material. It was also at that time that 

German mine merchants started to run their own operations in those Swedish mining areas and trading 

communities . At that point mining and foreign trade  paved the way for the integration of Sweden into 

the European civilization. It became a place of cultures. 

Later on numerous Walloon miners, with their families, settled in the area to work in on the extraction 

of this precious and valuable material. They were experts on it. They were a community coming from 

Belgium. Walloon methods of production were incorporated into traditional practice, to supplement the 

existing German techniques.  
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We left everything behind us: home, family, desires, dreams and life. The only things we 

brought with us was a bucket of blankets, a bunch of papers, a bird and a little piece of 

our lost land. Someone said that we are the new nomads of the world or something like 

that. New nomads with a final destination or this is at least what we hope. People said we are souls with 

no place. We have seen everything in our journey… How evil the world is. We crossed mountains, rivers, 

desserts, seas, valleys, lakes, cities, war, peace... We crossed everything you could ever imagine and 

more. 

We left in the back part of a truck. And from there we could have a last glance at our lost city. It will 

always stay in our memories. 

During our journey we had to learn everything. Learn to jump walls, learn to survive. Learn to learn. Our 

journey changed our minds, our habitudes, our ways of thinking, changed ourselves. 

We finally arrived to this so called cold land. We were exhausted. We just wanted a little room and a 

little privacy.  

ERRARE HUMANUM EST...The wave of migration continued into the 18th century. Walloons became gradually integrated 

into Swedish society. 

As you all can see and imagine, this region was the region welcoming every strange person and 

giving them a life. 

But it is not about German, or Walloon about who we want to talk about now. They are the history of this 

place. We want to talk about what is happening at the moment to this area.  

This region is dying. Its entropy is arriving to an irreversible extent. People abandon wonderland today. 

Entropy is taking all over the place. Entropy seen as an inevitable social decline and degeneration, seen 

as a form of transformation of society and culture is becoming the fear of the old people still staying 

there. They know that one day everything will be gone. They lose their hope and their believe. Buildings, 

squares, markets are  decaying with time and it seems like none even cares about. 

But someone heard a rumor. Someone heard about something really awful happening very far away. 

People are escaping from far away and doing a very very long journey to come to this cold land. Those 

people apparently come from very warm areas in the planet. The rumor says that they come from 

somewhere called “the middle east” . They were forced to leave their cities and their life. It is said that 

the migrant population bring with themselves part of their land.  

Errare humanum est...History
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A 
city that builds itself. Its transformation is not guided by architecture but instead by secret 

and internal forces. Over time. Gods of two  civilizations protect the city. The dreams of two 

civilizations were made up together. One dying civilization and one exiled civilization. Order 

and chaos. Existing and new. Two different entropic  worlds. One city built over the ruins and rules of an 

existing one.  The city is a vision without an author. An urban science-fiction. A  place with the possibility 

to create community, society and generate value. A place to build the void. 

The city is subjected to a process of continuous inner evolution which overcome its own boundaries to 

contaminate and crossbreed each others. Borders of this evolving systems get more and more fleeting, 

and their

identities turn out fluid, multiple and changeable. These continue changes find in the inevitability of 

evolution their measure of order. Entropy. The city is built on the margin. In margins  it is possible to find 

dynamism, and we can observe there the transformation of an organism leaving entire parts in a state 

of abandon and hard to control. 

THE CITY

THE REGION

T 
hey spoke to us about a magic spot in the middle of red fields. Apparently an experiment was 

taking place there. They told us we would become builders. Builders of our own dreams. 

At that time we were desperate. We would accept anything. 

It was our last trip. We couldn’t sleep. When we arrived we could see a very high chimney from the 

distance with a little light on the top of it, flying in the sky, like if someone was there writing our destinies. 

Everything was white around, like a white dessert. 

We signed a contract. We got a little room and we got a job.  

When you enter the region of Bergslagen, you don’t see just one city, you see several. 

Hallefors is not just one, it is all of them placed randomly in this vast landscape. What 

happens in Hallefors, happens in its neighbor Hofors, and what happens in Hofors 

happens in its neighbor Hagfors, and what happens in Hagfors happens in… and so on and so on. The 

only fact is that it all happens with a retard of some minutes, months or years. One city is the dejavu of 

the next one, so if an inhabitant creates a dream in the first citiy, he can be certain that this dream will 

be replicated a few kilometers away a few seconds away. This way, the cities repeat their lives in the 

same way.

The cityThe region
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THE FIELDS

The magnet, the fields and the contract

To be continued...

THE MAGNET, THE FIELDS AND THE CONTRACTThe inhabitants of this city walk in streets that turn over themselves. First they didn’t want to look 

at each other. Later they started crossing glances. Finally they recognized on each other their 

own desires. 

“The myth of the city can continue to exist only in an imaginary dimension, a dimension in which reality 

is literally placed in a state of crisis and re-invented, used as a surface onto which to project ambitions, 

desires and expectations that have always constituted the sense of the urban dimensions. “ Rem 

Koolhaas

THE CHIMNEY

And a tower, with its top in heaven. In any city you walk in this region something you will never 

miss is this high and elegant tower. It is a brick tower, with no door and no window. In the only 

room (with circular shape) there is a wooden table and a bench. In this circular room a man 

writes a poem about another man in another circular room that writes a poem about another man in 

another circular room… The process has no end and none will ever read what they write.  (adapted from 

J. L. Borges)

The chimney



E N T R O P Y

ICE CUBE
OBJECT TO BE DEMOLISHED

ICE CUBE
OBJECT TO BE DEMOLISHED

ICE CUBE
OBJECT TO BE DEMOLISHED

+0 +10 +20 +30 +40 +50

+60 +70 +80 +90 +100 +110

+120 +130 +140 +150 +160 +170

ENTROPY AS THE MEASURE OF DISORDER IN A CHANGING SYSTEM  
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