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INTRODUCTION

Throughout my education at KTH, the dwelling and how we live 
has always been a great interest of mine - How we dwell in-
fluence how we live and constitutes a crucial part of life.

The Swedish national board of housing, building and planning 
estimates that Sweden needs 700 000 new homes by 2025, with 
the situation being most acute in Stockholm, in view of this 
large housing crises, numerous voices have been raised of-
fering solutions to the problem. Some say we need to abolish 
the harsh noise restrictions, others that apartments needs 
to become smaller, the idea is to lower building standards 
to make the production less expensive thus lowering the 
price for the consumer, even though no such guarantee 
exists. Some debaters say that there is no housing crises at 
all, just a matching issue that only an unregulated market 
can solve.

What’s lost in this pragmatic approach that only centers 
around production is one fundamental question: how do we 
want to live? This thesis project questions the normative 
individualistic ideals of dwelling and tries to widen the 
scope of how we could live.

A PROJECT BY HANNES ERIKSSON

SUPERVISED BY
TOR LINDSTRAND & ANDERS WILHELMSSON

CONTEXT

In order to question the normative, I take my starting point in 
the collective. The history of cohousing and ideas of the collec-
tive encompasses thoughts of political utopias but also ideas on 
practical solutions in everyday life. Equality, community and 
access to various kinds of service have throughout the years been 
leading values   for the ideas of cohousing.

Plato's The Republic is considered to be the first written materi-
al about an ideal society. In early 16th century Thomas More wrote 
Utopia, a social criticism, which gave life to the Utopian and 
dystopian fiction.  A lot of the ideas during the 18th and 19th 
century centered around a critique of industrialism and equality. 
Charles Owen saw an society for 2000 people where the inhabitants 
collectively owned the means of production and we’re given access 
to pre-schools, schools, libraries, dining halls, exercise facili-
ties etc. In 1906 Stockholm saw its first central kitchen house, 
none of the apartments had a private kitchen but was supported 
with food from a central kitchen via dumbwaiters. The idea was to 
collectivize the maid to be able to maintain a certain lifestyle.
The cohousing ideals of the functionalist movement centered around 
freeing women from domestic chores. In the rational society every-
one should participate in the production. The apartments of the 
cohousing on John Ericssongatan were made small since the tenants 
would be out on political meetings and participating in study cir-
cles most of their free time.

For me as an architect, the collective provides a basis for an 
architectural exploration. Collective living provides the opportu-
nity to explore a different dynamic but at the same time remain 
relevant in the housing debate thanks to the possibility of eco-
nomic sustainability.

ABOUT THE HOUSE

The concept of this house rests on the idea of the continuous 
space. Life can be seen as a continual line with a clear start and 
end -  I have applied the same principle for the house. The col-
lective spaces are organised as an uninterrupted architectural 
promenade which begins when you enter through the main doors, and 
ends when you reach the roof terrace, 17 meters above ground. As 
in life, different paths takes you different places, thus offering 
different experiences. The elevator might be the quickest way to 
go all the way to the top, but the hard climbed ladder lends 
itself to exploration and playfulness. 

Instead of thinking in terms of room categories I have tried to 
create rooms that fulfill the needs I associate with dwelling. We 
need spaces where we could calmly interact - compressed spaces 
with surrounding walls. Places where we can be private and shut 
out the noise, where we can reflect and contemplate - the private 
bedrooms. We need places where we can be part of a bigger context 
without directly participating - the bay windows. We also need 
spaces where we can play and discharge - the larger open spaces.

The house have 43 private bedrooms with the majority being 8-10 
sqm each, three of them are 6 sqm and three of them 15 sqm, giving 
the possibility to house families with small children. The total 
gross floor space is 1,800 sqm, rendering 42 sqm per person given 
that all the rooms are occupied by one tenant only.  A central 
core administrates all bathrooms and an elevator. Throughout the 
building there are four large kitchens adjacent to the core. 



A map from Thomas Mores’ Utopia,
social criticism from early 16th century

Robert Owen (1771-1858)
PARALLELLOGRAM

HEMGÅRDEN CENTRALKÖK
Completed in 1906

Sven Markelius (1889-1972)
JOHN ERICSSONGATAN 6

Completed 1935



Bruce K. Alexander
RAT PARK

OMA 
JUSSIEU LIBRARY

Frederick Kiesler
CITY IN SPACE

Kisho Kurokawa
NAGAKIN TOWER



SITE / PLACE

The starting point for every project I’ve done during my architec-
tural education has been the site. My architectural proposals has 
been an answer to my understanding and perception of a specific 
place. This project was drafted without a certain place in mind, 
the interior spaces and the the relation between these spaces is 
what I have been exploring and I think the absence of a site has 
liberated that process. 

To physically contextualise the project I’ve done three collages. 
The intention is to provide a further sense of scale but also to 
show how it could fit in an urban texture.  
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