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Thesis

Living conditions often reflect on how people stand within society. This 
has become very apparent lately, when attacks on refugee homes are 
in the media every other day. Sadly the reality today is that many refu-
gees are accommodated temporarily, isolated and on the periphery - 
physical and socially. With temporary housing, economical, aesthetical 
and especially social issues arise. My project aims at making this an as-
set to the community by creating an architecture that offers functional 
social spaces that benefit its inhabitants and their neighbours, bettering 
the relationship between them and helping the process of integration.

Proposal

The site for my proposed project is in Fagersjö in the South of Stock-
holm. The city has already placed modular homes for refugees there. 
While these living situations are often almost unbearable for the refu-
gees themselves, they are also time and again a source of conflict in 
their neighbourhood. In Fagersjö the placement of temporary housing 
led to many questions within the local population and even resentment. 
In February there was an attempted arson on the site. I am proposing 
a system of different elements and an incorporated concept that links 
locals more closely to project to further acceptance and exchange.

The central element is the glazed roof that covers the site. The grid 
shell structure shelters the timber housing underneath from weathe-
ring, making its construction simpler in terms of materials and assem-
bly. Climatically it acts as a mediator between inside and outside provi-
ding diverse shared spaces that can be used by the inhabitants as well 
as the local community. Own food can be grown here and any excess 
can be sold to the shop which is part of the project. It also offers space 
for a nursery garden so that those who want an additional occupation 
can be employed by the city planting public green spaces with food 
plants. These can be harvested by anyone in Fagersjö leading to a 
stronger involvement between locals and newly-arrived. To be able to 
do something not only for oneself but also for others is important to 
one’s dignity and I believe such a concept could offer this. Also the local 

population would feel a direct positive effect from this, encouraging 
tolerance and openness. The covered space provides other functions 
as well. Due to the climatic conditions the public spaces can be used 
all year round. A small bistro where locally grown food is served will 
provide a meeting spot that draws in locals. The nearby school profits 
from its proximity to the greenhouse and can visit it to educate about 
small scale agriculture and native plants. Many sorts of economical 
plants have been forgotten and the project could take an active role in 
reintroducing these and making them more available.

The elements for the timber housing units can be prefabricated off-si-
te. The point foundations from steel lift the first level off the ground 
creating more privacy inside the units and reacting easily to different 
properties on the site. The pentagonal shape of the units provide a 
simple system to form a variety of housing types. The many possibilities 
of clustering allows for a unique appearance and while the pentagon 
defines the interior space it very much shapes the surrounding space 
as well. Especially in communal housing that share gardens, it helps to 
create a diverse environment ranging from enclosed to open areas. 
The facades can be oriented in six different directions. When placing 
the units close to each other windows can easily be arranged to avoid 
facing each other, thus increasing privacy in the interior. The temperate 
outside space acts as the extended “living-room” for all inhabitants, 
thus the private rooms themselves can be quite small, minimizing buil-
ding costs. 

The breathable timber constructions creates a comfortable climate in-
side and the walls and floors are dimensioned to prevent disturbing 
noises ensuring the privacy one needs to retreat. Up to six units share 
a common kitchen and living space to which they are directly attached. 
These open up to the surrounding garden and a terrace. Family units 
are based on the same construction principles. Smaller clusters on the 
roofs of the first level make up the second level, leaving open roof 
spaces that interconnect. The roof spaces are rather private and give 
tenants the possibility to withdraw.

The housing units can be taken away if they are not needed anymo-
re or retained to provide for example student housing. The grid shell 
structure is permanent and will be preserved for the community even 
after the temporary housing is not needed anymore. It can then be 
reused for several things ranging from allotment gardens to event spa-
ces or as a market hall.

Conclusion

Ultimately this system can be reproduced for different sites. The pro-
gram can change according to specific needs within the different com-
munities. Parts of the buildings could be used by small businesses of-
fering tenants the opportunity to do something they are interested in, 
while providing for themselves. Workshops can be implemented where 
they are needed and the public space under the roof can be used for 
markets among other things. On bigger sites the same system can pro-
vide seminar rooms for further education and language courses. 

The project is to be adaptable to different situations taking on the stig-
ma of temporary housing in times of the refugee crisis. Foremost it 
aims at creating a socially sustainable environment that is appreciated 
not only by its inhabitants but by the whole community creating com-
mon ground and providing us with a positive outlook.

Greenhouse

The greenhouse provides space to grow own food, that can 
also be sold to the local community, it offers protected outside 
spaces to the public and inhabitants can occupy themselves 
by using the greenhouse as a base and planting food on pu-
blic greenery

Locations around Stockholm & Programs

Fagersjö

Älvsjö / close to the fair

Slakthusområdet / former industrial site

Södermalm / inner city, adjacent to green area

Vällingby / close to allotment gardens and park

Beckomberga / mainly residential

Sunby / proximity to school

Alba Nova / close to universities, allotment gardens and extensive green belt

Norra Djurgarden / huge area under development

Täby / close to Täby centrum, development on Gallopfältet will start soon

Small businesses

Units on the ground floor can be used to open up small busi-
nesses that provide the neighbourhood with services, the roof 
then acts as a shelter for weekly markets as well, drawing in 
locals to help disolve intolerance and resentment 

Production

The roof shelters several workshops providing the inhabitants 
with access to tools they need to produce goods for themsel-
ves and others, and surrounding institutions like schools can 
use these as well which helps create an exchange

Cultural

Small stages provide the neighbourhood with a space for local 
events, inhabitants can convey their own culture through diffe-
rent art forms, also acts as room for discussion about current 
immigration issues, exhibitions can inform public about these
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FAGERSJÖ
population: ~3000
foreign background: ~50%
common apartments: 3 rooms + kitchen
apartments: 954
houses: 189
social housing: 733 / 954
unemployment: ~7%
average income: 239.000 SEK
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Kakuma Camp, Kenya - 151.114 inhabitants (2015)
Created in 1992 for refugees, mostly from Sudan, South Sudan and Somalia.Successively de-
veloped campadjacent to a host town, with newer sections build on an orthonogal grid.

Azraq Camp, Jordan 
16.863 inhabitants (2015)
Planned Refugee Camp composed 
of seven villages, with implemented 
orthogonal grid and zoning. Created in 
2014 for refugees fleeing the Syrian Civil War.
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Zaatari Refugee Camp - Jordan

“Global forced displacement has seen accelerated growth in 2014, once 
again reaching unprecedented levels. The year saw the highest displace-
ment on record. By end-2014, 59.5 million individuals were forcibly displaced 
worldwide as a result of persecution, conflict, generalized violence, or human 
rights violations.” - (UNHCR, 2014)

Migrationsverket received a total of 162.877 applications for asylum in 
2015. Due to a delay in processing the number of people seeking refuge 
in Sweden is likely to be higher and is estimated at around 190.000. 
Alarmingly UNHCR (the UN Refugee Agency) reports that approxima-
tely half of the world‘s refugees are children. According to Migrationsver-
ket 35.369 unaccompanied minors were registered in 2015. This equates 
over 20% of all applications for asylum.

Many refugees are accommodated temporarily, isolated 
and on the periphery - physical and socially. Tensions within 
mass-accommodations are common due to the cramped si-
tuations among other reasons. But refugee homes are also 
attacked on a regular basis from the outside.

Worldwide more than 25% of refugees are massed up in camps. 
Like instant cities refugee camps are erected in a short amount 
of time in case of emergency. Planed camps are usually located 
in a far distance to existing cities to avoid conflicts but also to 
have better supervision of the refugees. Self-settled camps on 
the other hand generally stick to existing settlements to be able 
to use their infrastructure.

War
Limited War
Violent Crisis
No Violent Conflict

War, violence and the economic situation in their 
homecountry force people to leave their home

Only a fraction of refugees worldwide 
seek protection in Europe. Many refuge-
es are accommodated in camps in the 
neighbourcountries

Thousands have died crossing the Mediterranean 
Sea in order to reach Europe

Finally arriving at their destination, 
life is defined by waiting

Hate crimes have increased drastically 
during the last two years Arson attacks on temporary housing 

Rhight-wing parties all over Europe ex-
ploit the current situation inciting fear 
and resentment within the population   

Current Situation Fagersjö View from South-WestAge and GenderRefugee CampsViolent Conflicts around the World Countries of Origin
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Public

nursery garden / public garden / café / shop
acts as a platform for exchange and discussion

Shared Roofscape

extended „living room“ / garden / vegetable gardens
shared by all inhabitants

Schared Interior

Kitchen / Living
shared by a cluster / family by up to six people

Private Space

Sleeping / Bathroom / Retreat
the most interior space that offers privacy to retreat

First Floor and Zoning 1 : 100


