
   
 

 
 
 
 

Morong Lin 
Handledare/  
Supervisor        Anders Berensson,  

                             Adria Carbonell Rabassa 
Examinator/  
Examiner         Per Fransson 

 

 

Examensarbete inom arkitektur, avancerad nivå 30 hp 
Degree Project in Architecture, Second Level 30 credits 

25  May 2018 
 

 

” Remaking  Hem” 
”Remaking a home” 

 
 

 
 

  









The Site - Rinkeby

I have my site chosen in Rinkeby, which is an immigrant suburb in the north of Stockhom, which is an residentail district has 18000 residents living there. Being famous as the NO GO ZONE in Sweden, over 95% residents in Rinkeby has a foreign back-
ground, and this is also one of the area where has a large number of dwelling appointed as emergency housing for asylum seekers.

In this area, most of the buildings are residential buildings, with only a small number of buildings with public fuctions such as school, supermarket, sports hall and library.

This project will contains housing and a community center serves for asylum seekers. I believe it can both benefits asylum seekers and local area by giving asylum seekers an approperate living space and at the same time the dwellings can be emptied and 
go back to the rental market .



An Analysis of Vernacular Houses 
Typology and Living Culture

To learn the living culture as well as the special characters for a 
nice home for the asylum seekers, I made a research on vernac-
ular houses in four of the biggest asylum seekers home area, 
which are Syria, Afria, Iran and India. After this I picked two 
main characters that I want to further develop in my project.



Syria

Introduction

There are two main lifestyles generate a major difference of construction and dwelling: nomadic and 
sedentary.
Nomadic generated from pastures as a daily economic activity; it requires constant migration from one 
place to another in earch of pastures and water while Sedentary usually linked to cities and the 
countryside. It essentially consists in a main inner courtyard surrounded by rooms for daily or 
sometimes evening activities. The country house's courtyard tends to be used more as the garden of 
the house, surrounded on one side or more by rooms, while the rest is bordered by a wall.
The internal partition splits the house into two areas: one for the inhabitants and another for the 
animals. Seasonal vegetables are usually grown in this garden.
Countryside houses are generally small, ranging from a two unit house with Mastaba in the front, 
commonly found in the coastal region of “Mashkita”, near Lattakia, to the house with courtyard where 
rooms border the courtyard, giving the house more space. In this case, more than one family can live in 
the house, such as it is in “Sfireh”, a village located on the outskirts of Aleppo. Generally, the number of 
inner courtyards in the traditional Arabic house differs; the more luxurious the house, the greater the 
number of families living in it: some very big houses have 2 or 3 courtyards. As for houses with a single 
courtyard, they differ according to their occupant's economical status; some houses have large 
courtyards with a fountain in the center, surrounded by trees, while others, smaller in size have a plain 
simple courtyard

Urban House with a courtyard

Arrangement of the rooms
around a central open space.

Adjoined by the surrounding 
houses, generally on 3 sides.

Closed appearance towards 
streers.. 

An angled entrance to the 
central courtyard.

Usually has two stories. Have two sectors - Private 
and social, both of them are 
accessable from streets.



Iran

Introduction

Residential buildings in Iranian Islamic architecture have been designed based on culture, religion, 
traditions and in response to climate and environment of each region and lifestyle.This architecture 
could create forms which is able to generate a correlation between these parameters. Old residential 
houses in Iran despite of having a simple outer shell or facade, they were providing a complex inner 
shell in order to create an elegance and comfortable tmosphere for its residence. In spite of the rich 
history of Iranian Islamic architecture of traditional houses, today residential buildings are not designed 
as carefully as before. They are mostly designed by focusing more on its appearance or its outer shell 
rather than 86 creating a complex and comfortable interior. As lifestyle in Iran has been changed quite 
fast recently. this has evoked new demands. It is the responsibility of contemporary architects to realize 
them and achieve a comprehensive understanding of these needs in order to be able to response to 
the new conditions. They can design spaces and create forms adapted to the new lifestyle and be able 
to satisfy these requirements. Studying of history of architecture in residential houses in Iran can 
introduce a new path to architects that how those traditional houses could find suitable responses to 
people's demands at that time and lead them to create a better architecture appropriate for this period 
of time.

The traditional Iranian houses in hot and dry regions were designed based on the a simple climatic 
principle; avoiding the sun on hot days and taking maximum advantage of solar heat in cold days, for 
this purpose the traditional houses provide a flexible spatial configuration to let the user move between 
spaces. These movements can be performed in two ways: daily and seasonally, and from spatial point 
of view: vertically and horizontally, (Figure 7). Privacy in Iranian houses is originated from the Iranian 
culture and Islamic beliefs. The house manages the social interaction between family members and 
guests by separating the private and reception areas. 

Arrangement of the rooms
around a central open space.

Use inner courtyard to 
provide privacy.

Clear devision of private 
space and social area.

Multipul function rooms and 
flexible arrangement in the 
guest area.

Use wind catchers as natural 
ventalition system to achieve 
confortable environment.



Africa

Introduction

Residential buildings in Iranian Islamic architecture have been designed based on culture, religion, 
traditions and in response to climate and environment of each region and lifestyle.This architecture 
could create forms which is able to generate a correlation between these parameters. Old residential 
houses in Iran despite of having a simple outer shell or facade, they were providing a complex inner 
shell in order to create an elegance and comfortable tmosphere for its residence. In spite of the rich 
history of Iranian Islamic architecture of traditional houses, today residential buildings are not designed 
as carefully as before. They are mostly designed by focusing more on its appearance or its outer shell 
rather than 86 creating a complex and comfortable interior. As lifestyle in Iran has been changed quite 
fast recently. this has evoked new demands. It is the responsibility of contemporary architects to realize 
them and achieve a comprehensive understanding of these needs in order to be able to response to 
the new conditions. They can design spaces and create forms adapted to the new lifestyle and be able 
to satisfy these requirements. Studying of history of architecture in residential houses in Iran can 
introduce a new path to architects that how those traditional houses could find suitable responses to 
people's demands at that time and lead them to create a better architecture appropriate for this period 
of time.



India

Introduction

Residential buildings in Iranian Islamic architecture have been designed based on culture, religion, 
traditions and in response to climate and environment of each region and lifestyle.This architecture 
could create forms which is able to generate a correlation between these parameters. Old residential 
houses in Iran despite of having a simple outer shell or facade, they were providing a complex inner 
shell in order to create an elegance and comfortable tmosphere for its residence. In spite of the rich 
history of Iranian Islamic architecture of traditional houses, today residential buildings are not designed 
as carefully as before. They are mostly designed by focusing more on its appearance or its outer shell 
rather than 86 creating a complex and comfortable interior. As lifestyle in Iran has been changed quite 
fast recently. this has evoked new demands. It is the responsibility of contemporary architects to realize 
them and achieve a comprehensive understanding of these needs in order to be able to response to 
the new conditions. They can design spaces and create forms adapted to the new lifestyle and be able 
to satisfy these requirements. Studying of history of architecture in residential houses in Iran can 
introduce a new path to architects that how those traditional houses could find suitable responses to 
people's demands at that time and lead them to create a better architecture appropriate for this period 
of time.



Community 
center provides 
working, 
leisuring and 
socializing 
oppotunity. 

Central 
Courtyard as a 
social condensor 

Three floors 
apartments for 
adults and 
families 

Rooftop 
playgound for 
Children 

Accomadation 
for 
uncompanied 
children on the 
top 
















