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Abstract

Urbanization is increasingncontrollablywith accelerating speed andhé¢ problems this is causing can
be seen at the symptoms they produdgentrification, sprawl, slums, ecdal disasters, psychological
effects on people are some of many problems having to do with cklegority of the problemsappeared
after industrializatiorand most have not been dealt with andany moreare emerging As this situation
continues, urbargm is gaining a lot of attention from theorissgholarsand people around the world, as
the field that studies tle phenomenon of urbanization and the urban environmeétwwever,urbanism,
as a concepis not clearly determined and as developagithepacein whichurbanizationgrowsand the
theoriesseem to lack awareness tife sizeof the issue Urbanisnremainspassive to thecontemporary
problems that are appearingoecause by the time a theory is providing strategies to solve existing
problems, newones are emergingAdding to thiswhat urbanism isand how it is implemented are still
vague questions with even more vague answdrBrough myresearch,|l did not find a clegrand
acceptable by altlefinition of urbanism and that shows the complexifithe subjectThis is a issuethat
hascontributed, together with themagnificent sped that cities have grown witho the borders between
urban and rural disappearin@he result is a situation that cannot be described yet, rhustbecome a
sourceof research within urbanismn the upcoming decades

This research first tackles the questions of what urban and urbanism is, to later proceed to what
urbanism is concerned witfi.he goal is to orient oneself to the making of urbanisndetailedcataloging
of all the theories that have emerged through the years in a historical and thematic context shows what
the trend has been through the decades and which problems urbanism as a broad term has decided to
work with. The hope is that there will appear a pattehat can teach all new urbanists about the history
of the profession and the mistakes that have been made, so that in the future the discourse about
urbanism can be made on more solid grounds and on pragmatic problem solution rathefuthastic
hopes and assumptions. This research will reach contemporary years so that it can be understood where
the field is headed toSuccessively, it is an insight into where cities might be headed, if solution finding
tackles problemshat appeared irthe past up to contemporaryonesandthe possibleonesthat might
appearin the future

Urbanism is dield of res@arch and is in constant movement and in evolutidherefore, this research is
aware that by the time of its publication it will already be outdatétevetheless the goalfor this
researchs to provide a stepping stone to further research within the field.



Definition of Urbanism

Urbanism is a concept that is difficult to defirgome definitions try to determine it by describing it in
detail and somare purposely vague, enhancing the idea that this subject is very complex and difficult to
grasp. The table bew (Figure 13hows some definitions that were found during my research but none
of themactually defineurbanism in its overall meaning.

The nteresting thing about urbanism is that it inherlisth theory and practice. A definition of
urbanism must provide in its description these two parts.

1.  the character of life in the cities; urban life, organizatio
problems, etc.

o " . o - Urbanismis the study of citiestheir geographic, economic,
2. the character of life inHe cities; urban life, organization

political, social and cultural environment, and the imprint of all

problems, etc. . . these forces on the built environment.
3. movement ofthe population to, or concentration of the

population in, the cities - Old Wikipedia definition

- Webster's New World College Dictiona

1. The culture or way of life of city dwellers. - Urbanism is the study of the characteristic ways of interaction

2. Urbanization. inhabitants of urban areasith the built environment. It is a direct

3. The teory of city planning. component of disciplines such as urban planning and ugziology.
- The American Heritage Dictionar] - New Wikipedia definition

L | éhe ISt“d3|’ of cities, their geographic, economic, politic -Urbanism means that we should use urban principles ba

social and cultural envwonmen"[ R on walkability and placemaking to design and build
2. the cu_ltur(_eor way of life of people who live iities communities.
3. urbanization

- Erglish Wiktionary -The Gazette.

Tablel: Definitions of Urbanism

The most consistent definition of urbanism comes from a sociolagi§938 LouisWirth describes
urbanism as &characteristicmode of lifethat may be approachednepirically fom three interrelated
perspectives: (1) as physicalstructure comprising a population base, a technology, and an ecological
order; (2) as aystem of social organizatiomvolving acharacterstic social structure, a serie$ social
institutions, and aypical pattern of social relationships; and (3) ase& of attitudesand ideas and a
constellation of personalities engaging in typiftaims of colletive behavior and subject tharacteristic
mechanism®f social controf

(L.Wirth, Urbanism as a \&¥ of Life;The American Journal of Sociolp¥gl. 44, No. 1. (Jul., 1938), pp-113

Although Louis Wirth came up with this definition in 1938 and envisioned the urban environment
according to that times ideas, his definition explains very well whigkpeetives must be considered
when discussing urbanismJrbanism is an approach to life in cities, which is the result of social
concentration, masses of people gathering to create societies. It researches this behavior and its needs
for a sustainable exience. Since this behavior has existed for as long as humankind, consequently
urbanism has been a topic of thought and practice from the very beginning. Thus, as humankind evolves,
so does urbanism.


http://www.yourdictionary.com/dictionary-definitions/
http://www.yourdictionary.com/culture
http://www.yourdictionary.com/cities
http://www.yourdictionary.com/urbanization

This can be experienced in the multitude of urban envinents in the planet, both in a historical and a
geographical context. As a physical structure, as Louis Wirth described one of its perspectives, it is always
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existence on this planet and it constantly evolves as it takes advantage of the newest technology. The
perfect city has been a subject of speculation for many hundreds of years. Cities that started as small
towns grew organically, other cities were built ndvased on Hippodamus system, and others bear signs
of many different layouts of urban planning. However, urban planning has always tried to adapt to the
advances of humankind in technology, philosophy and arts. Renaissance provided A major change in urban
planning occurred after the industrialization. The ability to harness nature gave humans the power over
it and added a new use in cities, that of the industrial production. Since then, rational logic has been
dominant in the thought process behind urbamphing. This rationality affected the whole world and all
the fields of human creation, through modernism.

As a system of social organization, urbanism approaches the effects this has on urban life. A common
example is the analysis of different effectgitalistic societies and communistic societies have had on
their environment. The change of political hierarchy in countries, from right to left and vice versa can be
seen on socidbenefits and their approach to urban planning policies. On the other heoadal patterns
can change the nature of a place. Some places concentrate high social dynamics and as such constitute
very important urban space<ities change societies and societies change cities. Thus urbanism in the
perspective of social organizatiadynamic.

Urbanism as a set of attitudes and ideas, describes what Louis Wirth, observed in his time, as collective
social behavior. He saw a difference between urban and rural people, which then, at the start of the
urbanizing world was very evidenty Bow, these differences are small and constantly declititogvever,
in the aspect of collective social behavior the cities act as hubs of such behaviors. In places with larger
masses of people, there is higher probability of finding common social idehsraating social norms.

The cities create dynamic social existence, between different and counter acting ideas which in turn shape
the places around them.
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centuries. Always, however, urbanism has been dynamic, always to some degree extending its influence
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(Anderson N., Aspects of Urbanism and Urbanization, Bonn, GerframyUrbanism and Urbanization by Ishwaran K.,
International Journal of Comparative Sociology, Vol. IV, No. 2, Leiden, E. J. Brill, Netherlands 8963, p.1

Urbanism is a concept that must be impartial. Yet the theories about urbanism either describe a
condition, problematic at most, or suggests a solution, all based on the context it is provided with.
Therefore, there are minimal instances of theories discussing urbanism in its entirety. Most of them focus
on one aspect of a problem or a possible siolnf sometimes both. At the speeding rate of urbanization,
it has remained stable, offering ortlyeoretical and philosophical approaches to a situation whose effects
are increasing upon the population and the planet.

Urbanizationcan be defined as a pomtlon shift fromrural to urban areasor else to say the gradual increase in the proportion of people liv
inurbanl N3+ &% FyR GKS glé&a Ay 6KAOK SIFOK a20AaS8iGe FRIFLGa G2 eSaar
usually reckoned to be theurningpoint when city dwellers formed the majority of the global population for the first time in history. Today
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with close to 90 percent of the increase concentrated in Asia and Africa, according to a new United Matonisunched in 2014.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rural
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urban_areas
https://www.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/695_filename_sowp2007_eng.pdf

The importance oUrbanism
The instficiency of Urbanism

Picture 1: Urbanism isagsive, as paintings on a wédkedit: author)
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as a profession, has disappeared at the moment when urbanization everywhedter decades of
constant acceleratiogisonitss @ (2 SadlofAaKAy3a I RSFAYAGASGSTI 3t ;

(R. Koolhaas, "What Ever Happened to Urbanism?" (1994), in S,M,L,XL, OMA, (with Bruce Mau), The
Monicelli Press, New York, 1995, pp. 959/971.

The speed with which urbanizationdsNE g6 Ay 3 A a4 AYONBIaAy3a gAGK SOSNE ¢
that is connected to cities but rather to the urban mode of life. This mode started from the first time the
human species created settlements. It continued growing from villages to towdscdies. Human
interaction expanded this concept even more into a globalized image of the city, as it can be seen in
contemporary years. The urban mode of life has been exported with ship voyages and the colonies
throughout the early centuries of expldfan, with conquests and wars and lastly political and economic
influences. All these issues have had a great impact upon the world, not to mention the cities. The overall
effects of urbanization affect the whole planet. Scientific researches prove theectian of urban mode
of life to effects such as the climate change. This uncontrollable force causes many more disastrous
problems. The multitude of these problems and the magnitude of their seriousness is not equally observed
on the evolution of urbanisnas a conceptUrbanismprogressed slowly but very methodical and
organized until the age of industrializatiohhis progress brought forth the concept of the masterplan
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which was designed by technocrats. This theory was later described as rational orbahis continued
strongly throughout the movement of modernism but changed as more examples of failed urban designs
emerged. As a reaction to rational urbanism, new theories such as new urbanism, landscape urbanism,
cooperative urbanism, and tactical umtiam becamethe most widely accepted thems However, the

speed of urbanization was not equally matched by the speed of the evolutionary theories of urbanism.
This resulted in some extraordinary examples of urbanism but also to many of the urban prabé&ems
cities are facing today. It is tHead examples that are showing the importartmg also the insufficiency

of current discussion about urbanisihese are four chosen examples from the world that have different
causes but they all culminate to the iimgpance of urbanism.
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1: Mexico City (Online Source Reddit: FOTO: OVR)

Example

Example 1: Mexico City

The image of Mexico City Sprawl presents the exampleuntortrolled urban planning and
constructionsmade by contractorsin 1900, the population of kkico City was about 500.000.has
reached 9 million people in 201Fhis example shows that without policies and building regulations a
dystopian urban form like this one is taking place. The cause, in this example, is the lack of supervision
and contrd from officials on the ongoing problem of overpopulatidn.this case, urbanism is letting
private contractors to profit from this problem by urbanizing the landscape. The urban form is chaotic
with scattered constructions without public spaces.
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Exampé 2: Slums in Dharavi, Mumbai of India (photo credit: Geography Blogs
Example 2: Slums in Dharavi, Mumbai, India

The image of Dharavi in India shows the examplengbntrolled urban planningnd constructioomade
by people Dharavi slum was founded dog the British colonial era. The slum grew because of an
expulsion of factories and residents from the peninsular city center by the colonial government, and from
rural poor migrating into urban Mumbdt is a multireligious, multiethnic, diverse setdment with a
total population close to 1 million. Dharavi has suffered from many epidemics and other disasters yet is
one of the most productive areaBBC Online, Life in a Slumhis a different dystopian urban form this
time created by people. This axple shows that passiveness to the overpopulation of cities is leading
people to take control and find solutions themselves by creating new urban areas in the form of slums.
These areas do not provide a good quality of life for the people nor is it finguidle city with an efficient
expansion of housing.
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Example 3: Urban Sprawl in Ro Rancho, New Mxico, USA (Wikimedia Cofnmons hoto by Brady Salazar)

Example 3: Urban Sprawl in Rio Rancho, New Mexico, USA

The image of Rio Rancho in United States of Asaeshows the example a@bntrolled urbanismand
constructionmade by contractorsRio Rancho was created as a housing development in the 1960s. Most
of the inhabitants came from big cities. It is the thiledgest and also one of the fastest expandingesit
in New Mexico with a population close to 100.000 people. USA have a long history of implementing new
ideas of urbanism. Urban sprawl, as seen here in Rio Rancho, is a concept that has been criticized much
over the years. Its problems are visible by thependency of this area on the use of the car, the lack of
public spaces and a sense of community. This picture shows how urbanism, in favor of cars, can create
new areas in the desert where only infrastructure connects them to the world. In this cdssalsf
planning regulations and contractors cooperated and all agreed on this form. Even so, a multitude of
problems is present and the fact that this area is still existing and growing can only be explained by
sociological factors.
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Example 4: KowlooBity, Hong Kong, China (credit: Greg Giard, lan Lambot)

Example 4: Kowloon City, Hong Kong, China

The image of Kowloon City is an examplsavhicontrolled urbanismand constructioomade by people
with help from developers. Previously a Chinese militand, English rule surrounded it. Settlers built
these buildings and kept adding constructions on top of it until it houseer 30,000 people in 300
buildings.Urbanism is present, even in a distorted way by the existence of planned areas in the upper
corner of the image, yet it is absent in the management of the city block of Kowloon City. It is inside the
city, yet still outside of it. The construction can be described as an urban settlement, which unlike the
slums is imitating urban city form.

These exampleare examples ofirbanism. Urbanismis alwaysexistent, and it needs to prevent
situations like the examples shown before. Urbanismst help in the creation oéffective places.
Urbanism must not b@erceived as something static, like a painting on an exhibition, finished and ready
to be presentedn an understandable wafPicturel). Urbanism must have in its definition the notion of
action. Urbanism is a sum of many conditions that create livalslegirenments. These conditions are
evolving and urbanism must incorporate that into its concept. This is the notion of action through time
that should be considered along with every other condition when examining and implementing designs
of urbanism. Thexamples of the two paintings show that duration needs to be added to the equation of
urbanism. Duration in time means that urbanism caters for today but also for tomoiTberefore, a
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painting closer to the work of Jackson Pollock (PicR)réescribes uyanism more accuratg. If this can
be imagined as a moving picturenere dips of color are being added and removed throughout time
then somehow, the definition of urbanism can be grasped.

Picture2: Jackson Pollock: Drip Painting, 1951. Woodshedudations



