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Abstract

During the 1950s the number of cars in Sweden increased almost fivefold and
the country attained the highest level of car ownership per capita in Europe.
The rise and establishment of mass motoring was dramatically illustrated
by the violent encounter between the car and the city. Despite the fact that
congestion as well as road accidents were well-known, everyday occurrences,
they reached previously unimagined heights through the growth of mass
motoring. In this doctoral thesis Per Lundin focuses on the emergence of a
group of planning experts as the key advocates of the idea of the “car society”
as the solution to these problems. By fully adapting society to the car it would
be possible to eliminate congestion and road accidents, thus affirming the
continuing advance of the car. This ideal, which originated in the United States,
became the goal and the dream of these experts.

The general question addressed by Lundin is to what extent the actions and
the ideologies of the experts interacted with the advent of mass motoring and
the extensive urban building during the post-war period. In order to answer
this question Lundin analyzes, firstly how the planning experts laid claim to the
problems of congestion and road accidents, thereby restating them as exclusive
planning problems, secondly how guidelines and standards for a car-conscious
planning of cities and communities were developed based on the formulation of
this problem and thirdly how, and to what extent, the guidelines and standards
concerned were implemented in the town planning process.

In the thesis Lundin argues that the dreams about a post-war Swedish
society entirely adapted to the car by and large were realized. One important
explanation of the fact that the physical adaptation of cities and societies to
the car could proceed so quickly, on such a large scale and in similar forms
all over the country, is found in the planning rules developed by the experts.
The rules were the embodiment of the untroubled and unreflecting dreams
nourished by the planning experts of the 1950s and the 1960s. Through the
rules these ideological conceptions were reinforced and disseminated in a
manner almost unable to stop. As the rules quickly were integrated with
the planning instruments of administrative bodies locally, regionally and
nationally, they set the tone for the extensive urban renewal of the following
decades.
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