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The project concerns the subject of  prisons, a subject that raises many 
questions, provokes many feelings and is very difficult to understand and 

handle. And that is exactly why I find prison architecture interesting, because 
it is so difficult to understand. In all my prior projects I’ve always aimed for the 

comfort of  the occupiers of  the building. But the word ”comfort” - however 
you define it -  may not be the first thing that comes to mind when talking 
about prisons. Does comfort even exist within a prison environment, and 

should it exist? If  so, in what way? How should architects handle buildings and 
spaces that no one really wants to enter? The questions were never-ending, and 
therefore I had to define my project by developing two main research questions:

”What is the purpose of  a prison?” and 
”How can the architecture aid the purpose of  a 

prison?”

There is already a lack of  prisons in Sweden, which is why the Swedish Prison 
and Probation Service (Kriminalvården) are planning to expand their 

facilities. One of  their suggestions is a new prison in a region close to Malmö 
in the south of  Sweden, and I’ve chosen to use this location as the site for my 

project.

Prisons are generally known to have four major purposes. They are: 
Retribution, Prevention, Deterrance and Rehabilitation. These four major 

purposes have not been stressed equally through the years. This is why many 
prisons differ in what kind of  staff they hire, the design of  their buildings and 

their operations. Generally, rehabilitation - which refers to changing 
criminals into law abiding citizens - seems to have been prioritized the least.

In Sweden this becomes a problem. Since inmates will usually be released after 
serving only 2/3 of  their sentence, and they will most likely rejoin society at 

some point, Rehabilitation is extra important in our prisons.  

The Swedish Prison and Probation Service has a vision to reduce the 
percentage of  recidivism called “Better out”. The goal is to help the clients 

manage an everyday life outside of  prison, without turning back to crime. This 
is executed with motivating conversations, treatment programmes, keeping a 

daily routine and giving the possibility to finish school. Despite this, the 
recidivism rate is still at 43% and only 22% of  the inmates are participating in 

the treatment-programmes.

Many inmates are released from prison without having experienced any 
personal growth and without having participated in any programmes. When 

you are in prison there’s usually a backlash if  you misbehave, but there’s 
generally not that much to gain from behaving well. 

In some prisons you can get the opportunity to work outside if  you agree to 
enter a treatment-program, which is considered as something positive among 
the inmates. A former inmate that I’ve talked to stressed the importance of  

being trusted with taking on responsibilities, because this helps people develop 
and grow. However, if  you are put in a place where people are more focused 

on their criminal past than on their future in society, it can be difficult to break 
your old habits. 

This validated my idea of  a prison that challenges the criminal system, and that 
hopefully offers something better and more useful. For this to work, the system 
have to offer the inmates something to strive for, and the opportunity to change 

their own circumstances for the better. 
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MALMÖ

Staffanstorp

Svedala

Kristineberg

Klågerup

Holmeja

Bara

Malmö Airport

Tygelsjö

Vellinge

Västra Ingelstad

HOLMEJA
- Residential area
- Holmeja sawmill

- Preschool
- 231 inhabitants (2018)

Distance to site: 
1,8 km (3 min)

KLÅGERUP
- Residential area
- Grocery store

- Library
- Preschools

- Elementary school
- 1988 inhabitants (2018)

Distance to site: 
6,2 km (6 min)

MALMÖ AIRPORT
- International airport

- 2 200 000 travellers/y

Distance to site: 
9 km (9 min)

Assartorp

SVEDALA
- Small town

- Residential area
- Health clinic

- 12 071 inhabitants (2018)

Distance to site: 
8,1 km (10 min)

BARA
- Residential area
- Grocery stores

- Preschools
- Elementary schools

- Health clinic
- 3734 inhabitants (2018)

Distance to site: 
9,6 km (12 min)

ASSARTORP
- Residential area

- Assartorp golf  course
- 66 inhabitants (2018)

Distance to site: 
11 km (10 min)

STAFFANSTORP
- Small town

- Residential area
- 15 644 inhabitants (2018)

Distance to site: 
12 km (12 min)

KRISTINEBERG
- Residential area

- Small industrial area
- Preschools

- Water tower
- 2017 inhabitants (2018)

Distance to site: 
20 km (18 min)

MALMÖ
- Swedens third largest city
- Three police departments

- Hospital
- 312 000 inhabitants (2018)

Distance to site: 
23 km (19 min)

VELLINGE
- Small town

- Residential area
- Police department

- Health clinic
- 6591 inhabitants (2018)

Distance to site: 
32 km (22 min)

THE SITE
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RETRIBUTION

Retribution means punishment for crimes against society. 
Depriving criminals of  their freedom is a way of  making 

them pay a debt to society for their crimes.

REHABILITATION

Rehabilitation refers to activities designed to change 
criminals into law abiding citizens. This may include 

providing educational courses in prison, teaching job skills 
and offering counselling with a psychologist or a social 

worker. 

PREVENTION

Prevention refers to the removal of  criminals from 
society so that they can no longer harm innocent people.

DETERRENCE

Deterrence means that hopefully prisons provide 
warnings to people thinking about commiting crimes, 

and that the possibility of  going to prison will discourage 
people from breaking the law. 

The four major purposes of  a prisonThe four major purposes of  a prison



CONCEPT AND STRATEGY
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MEN 94 %

WOMEN 6 %

RECIDIVISM AMOUNT OF INMATES

1 october 2017 the total amount of  inmates were 4148 
in Sweden. 94 % of  them were men and 6 % were 

women.
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Out of  the 7958 imates that finished serving their 
sentence during 2017, only 22 % attended any of  

Kriminalvårdens treatment-programs.

1 october 2017 144 inmates served a lifetime-sentence in 
Sweden. The majority of  inmates serves a sentence of  

2 - 4 years.
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GOTHENBURG

THE SITE

The prisons in Sweden are currently overcrowded. The number of  clients 
usually fluctuate, but data from late 2017 - early 2018 are showing a trend of  a 

steady increase in the number of  clients, and the trend doesn’t seem to be 
breaking anytime soon. 

In November of  2018 the head of  the Swedish Prison and Probation Service 
proclaimed that they were focusing on building new, and adding extensions to, 

prisons and detention centers in thirteen different locations in Sweden. The 
numbers show that current prisons and detentions centers are operating at a 
97% and a 99% capacity respectively, a situation that is predicted to remain 

the same in the upcoming years. Swedish prisons are classified as 1, 2, 3. Class 
1 prisons have the highest security, followed by class 2 and 3.

Security class 1

The class with the highest security. Prisons with this classification are equipped 
to handle the clients with the highest risk assessment. The level 1 prisons Hall, 
Kumla and Saltvik are also equipped with wards with added security. These 
wards are designed for clients with an elevated risk of  flight or prison break.

Security class 2

These are prisons with lower security than class 1. The type of  security, 
surveillance and control, can differ between prisons. Some of  them have walls 
and fences, some are pure treatment facilities and others are a combination of  

the two. 

Security class 3

These are open prisons, where the clients are often not locked up in their 
prison cells and are trusted to serve their sentences with minimal supervision 

and perimeter security.
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CONCEPT AND STRATEGY

The way it works in Swedish prisons today is that you will get your sentence, 
and you’ll get shipped off  to a prison with one of  3 different levels of  security. 

Which level you'll end up in isn’t dependent on the kind of  crime you’ve 
committed, but rather on things like your level of  aggression, psychological 

stability, your willingness to participate in a treatment-programme and if  you 
are considered a flight risk or not. There is generally not much you can do to 

improve your situation within the same prison. If  a prisoner needs to change to 
a different security-level, it means moving them to a different prison. This is a 
security risk and it entails a lot of  logistics, time and possibly moving further 

away from your family.

Outside of  a prison, much of  our civil society is based upon the notion of  free 
will. Without free will there can be no choice, no culpability and therefore no 
justification for punishment or reward. You’ll get access to privileges if  you 
honor your responsibilities, and I think that a prison should be based on the 

same principles. 

My strategy is based on a combination of  these two systems - you will get your 
sentence, you’ll get shipped off  to a prison, but once there you will get access to 
opportunities and liberties if  you honor your responsibilities. You will be able 

to improve your situation inside the prison, if  you choose to do so. I suggest 
that we shall never encourage bad behaviour and always reward good 

behaviour. This means that you’ll have to take responsibility for your actions 
and that your stay in prison, and your level of  freedom, is dependent on your 

own choices. My suggestion is a prison that is organized around a “central park 
of  opportunities”. The park offers different places of  work, education, 

variations in the landscape and so on - a small scale society that is meant to 
work as a gateway to the outside world. The prison consists of  four levels of  

security, which are connected to the park in different ways.

In my strategy the design of  the cell and the cell-block is therefore very 
important. No matter which level you are in, everybody will have the same 

type of  cell and a similar type of  cell-block. The different levels of  
opportunities and freedom are shown in how the cell-blocks are organised and 
how they are connected to the park. At any time at level 2 - 4 you can always 

be degraded one or multiple levels, which will decrease your freedom. But your 
basic needs will always be consistent and will always be met.

The project focuses on how the architecture can aid the purpose of  
rehabilitation, and how this can be achieved while considering the balance of  
control and security, and freedom and liberties. The system offers the inmates 

something to strive for and gives them the opportunity to change their own 
circumstances for the better.

The intentions were not to create an extra luxurious prison, but were not 
going to deliberately use a poor design in certain parts of  it either. There is no 

justification for designing unwholesome accommodation on purpose. 

Being imprisoned is the punishment, 
the architecture doesn’t have to be.
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1
LEVEL 1

AMOUNT OF CELLS:  60

SQUAREMETERS:   2400 m²   

STAFF:    20

INFO:

At level 1 you are at the prisons highest security level, which is 
why the building is placed furthest away from the gate of  the 

compound. You get access to recreation in a confined outdoor 
area, located between the cell-blocks of  the building itself. With 
the exception of  health-issues and meeting visitors, you will be 

confined to your cell and the cell-block, which will be your 
primary places of  residence. During the day, you will have the 

opportunity to work, study or attend a treatment program inside 
of  the cell-block or in your recreation area.

3
LEVEL 3

AMOUNT OF CELLS:  40

SQUAREMETERS:   1500 m²   

STAFF:    12

INFO:

Level 3 is placed in the middle of  the park, even closer to the 
gate. You will get access to all of  the workplaces, such as the 
aggriculture, the greenhouse, the kitchen and recycling area, 

groundskeeping and all the recreation-areas inside the park. Your 
supervision outside of  the cell-block will primarily be conducted 

by an ankle-monitor instead of  by a staff-member. All of  the 
cell-blocks in level 2 and 3 are connected with wedges, just like in 

level 1, but they are organized in different ways giving the 
buildings different shapes.

2
LEVEL 2

AMOUNT OF CELLS:  60

SQUAREMETERS:   2400 m²   

STAFF:    20

INFO:

At level 2 you will have the same basics and the same cell-block 
as level 1, however, you will be given more opportunities such as: 

access to an external workplace and a building that contains a 
library, a spiritual area and a store. A staff-member will 

accompany you when you visit these external areas. Level 2 is 
placed a bit closer to the gate and is more connected to the park 

than level 1.

4
LEVEL 4

AMOUNT OF CELLS:  24

SQUAREMETERS:   150 x 4 = 600 m²  

STAFF:    8

INFO:

At level 4 you will have the highest level of  freedom possible 
inside the prison. These cell-blocks are freestanding, aren’t 

connected with wedges and are placed closest to the gate. All of  
the blocks at this level are equipped with a staff  area as well, but 
this area is usually not manned. At this level you will get access to 
all of  the opportunities within the park and you will also be given 
a controlled and surveilled access to areas outside of  the prison. 
All of  the inmates at this level will be wearing an ankle monitor 

to keep track of  their movements. 

AXONOMETRIC DIAGRAMS SHOWING
DIFFERENT ACCESS TO OPPORTUNITIES
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Tin roof
Double foulded tin roof
Standing tongue and groove
600 mm insulation
200 mm concrete frame

Wood-paneled facade
Decorative larch panels, 38 x 150 
mm, stained
The panels are placed with enough 
spacing between them to give the 
people inside a pleasant view of  
the surroundings, but at the same 
time they will prevent people on 
the outside from looking in.

Attached to the concrete wall 
(stolpsko)
Concrete frame: 70 mm concrete,
180 mm insulation, 150 mm 
concrete

1st floor
Room height 3100 mm
Room height, 
lowered ceiling 2500 mm

Installation shaft
Lowered ceiling 600 mm

Main floor
- 3 cellblocks divided by wedges
- Wedges containing the 
communication of  the building 
and spaces for the staff

Line of  sight
- Spaces for staff  are placed with 
line of  sight and security in mind

AXONOMETRIC DRAWING/CONSTRUCTION
LEVEL 1
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Two-way security cell door
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- 1 x Spoon
- 1 x Fork

- 1 x Blunt knife

- Binder - Small radio
- 22” TV attached to the wall

- 1 x Large bowl
- 1 x Small bowl

- Thermos - 1 x Large towel
- 1 x Small towel

- Set of  sweats - Bathrobe (belt removed)

THE INMATES PERSONAL BELONGINGS:SURVEILLANCE AND CONTROL



THINGS TO CONSIDER/PROCESS

THINGS TO CONSIDER

WHAT IS A CRIMINAL? ARE CRIMINALS BORN OR CREATED? TIME

THE PRISON WALL PRIVACY AND BEING CONTROLLED

LIGHT AND VIEW THERMAL COMFORT

SOCIETY 

- What is the definition of  a crime? Why are you being punished? 

- In our society human rights and liberties equals certain obligations. 
Individual freedoms must be limited in some ways in order to prevent anarchy. 
Our society is based upon norms that everybody has to respect. These norms 

are expressed in the law, which constitutes the framework of  our personal 
freedom and the difference between right and wrong. It prohibits certain 

actions and if  you violate the law you are considered a criminal. 

- All human beings have a free will and must take responibility for their actions

We are all born with different circumstances. Your financial situation, where 
you are born, access to education and your support-system all play a big role 

in the oppertunities you have and the choices you make in life.

- There are many ways and many possible reasons why people 
become criminals. 

- Example: A psychopath is usually someone who is born with a personality 
disorder characterized by antisocial behavior, impaired empathy and remorse, 
disinhibited and egotistical traits. However, all psychopaths does not become 

criminals.

- Example: Serial-killers were often abused as children, either emotionally, 
physically or sexually. The quality of  these childrens attachments to their 

parents and other members of  the family is critical to how they relate to, and 
value, other members of  society. However, everybody that has experienced this 

kind of  childhood does not become a criminal.

- When you’re free, time is priceless and we always want more of  it. 

- On the contrary, in prison time is something you want to get rid of  or 
decrease.

- “Time is money” - prisoners pay off  their debt to society by doing their time.

- A prisoners life is structured and disciplined in such a way as to prevent 
apathy and indifference. 

SECURITY AND CONTROL

- What is the prison wall and where does it begin? Is it the fence surrounding 
the building, the building itself, the ankle monitor or is it the prisoners own 

body?

- It works as a safety-boundary and is suppose to keep the inmates from getting 
out, and at the same time keep the public from getting in to the prison. 

- Excessive security measures and extreme isolation usually fails, since they 
often lead to an inhumane day to day life. The prisoners often become 

unstable, which can increase the rate of  riots and suicide attempts. 

- The knowledge of  a way out is important. It gives the prisoners hope. Most 
inmates won’t try to escape, but they all fantasize about it.

- Historically, the design of  the outer facade of  a prison has been important. It 
was meant to be uninviting and to deter the public.

Personal safety is of  prime importance to inmates, staff  and other prison users. 
Assaults by inmates on each other or on staff  are a central fact of  life in 

prisons. Their likelihood and prevention is almost always a driving concern 
that influences the architectural design. 

- Design that promotes safety includes: single occupancy rooms and 
increased visibility of  all areas. This means removal of  ”blind spots” or 

features such as bad positioning of  stairs where inmates can hide and assaults 
can occur out of  sight of  the staff. 

- Where these precautions have been observed, research reports that fewer 
weapons were found and gang-activity, tension and assault were all reduced. 

- Much research have shown that the prison environment should aim to 
preserve much resemblance to normal human behaviour to avoid stress and 

aggression. An inability to achieve socially accepted norms for bodily functions 
has a dehumanising effect (an exposed toilette for example). 

- Privacy for the inmates provides an emotional haven: it allows the 
opportunity for self-evaluation and establishes a psychological distance from 
others. It provides a sense of  independence and control over ones situation.

- Dormitories are the most economical in terms of  space and the cost per 
inmate. But they seem to deprive the inmates of  their privacy and constantly 
foster intimidation, bullying, extortion, blackmail and disruption of  the kind 

that can lead to riots.

NOISE

- Research suggest that windows are more than just a luxury for the 
incarcerated, and that lack of  contact with the outside world heightens stress 

and depression. 

- In restricted and monotonous situations, a view out becomes a necessity. The 
highest stress areas in prisons, isolation cells, are those that most commonly 

lack windows.

- The height of  the windows are also important - does the public want to see 
what happens inside? Do those inside want to become a public spectacle? 

- Noise is one of  the prison environments most persistent problems. 
Un-controlled noise levels spiral as conversations are shouted, everyone seeks 
to compensate for a background that prevents one being heard or listening to 

another or to a radio or TV. 

- The two main issues is the source of  noise and the hard reflective quality of  
materials that are often used in prison buildings. In many prisons the clang of  
metal on metal is common. This very high level of  sound creates stress in an 

already strained environment.

- Thermal comfort or discomfort means the conditions of  the physical 
environment such as temperature, humidity and air movement. In prison, the 
outcome of  ones comfort will depend on the individual’s level of  activity, the 

quality of  clothing and level of  control over the thermal conditions. 

- Complaints from inmates and staff  in prisons about thermal discomfort are 
very common. Irritability and aggressive behaviour undoubtedly increase with 
thermal discomfort, especially when it is too hot. The inmate can experience a 

higher level of  frustration because of  the inablility to control their own 
personal environment. 

- The problem is not easy to solve since prisons are complex structures with 
spaces varying widely in volume, exterior exposure and occupant load. It is 

also of  course a security issue. 
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EDUCATION

THE WALL?

ANKLE MONITORS

THE WALL?
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THINGS TO CONSIDER/PROCESS

THINGS TO CONSIDER

WHAT IS A CRIMINAL? ARE CRIMINALS BORN OR CREATED? TIME

THE PRISON WALL PRIVACY AND BEING CONTROLLED

LIGHT AND VIEW THERMAL COMFORT

SOCIETY 

- What is the definition of  a crime? Why are you being punished? 

- In our society human rights and liberties equals certain obligations. 
Individual freedoms must be limited in some ways in order to prevent anarchy. 
Our society is based upon norms that everybody has to respect. These norms 

are expressed in the law, which constitutes the framework of  our personal 
freedom and the difference between right and wrong. It prohibits certain 

actions and if  you violate the law you are considered a criminal. 

- All human beings have a free will and must take responibility for their actions

We are all born with different circumstances. Your financial situation, where 
you are born, access to education and your support-system all play a big role 

in the oppertunities you have and the choices you make in life.

- There are many ways and many possible reasons why people 
become criminals. 

- Example: A psychopath is usually someone who is born with a personality 
disorder characterized by antisocial behavior, impaired empathy and remorse, 
disinhibited and egotistical traits. However, all psychopaths does not become 

criminals.

- Example: Serial-killers were often abused as children, either emotionally, 
physically or sexually. The quality of  these childrens attachments to their 

parents and other members of  the family is critical to how they relate to, and 
value, other members of  society. However, everybody that has experienced this 

kind of  childhood does not become a criminal.

- When you’re free, time is priceless and we always want more of  it. 

- On the contrary, in prison time is something you want to get rid of  or 
decrease.

- “Time is money” - prisoners pay off  their debt to society by doing their time.

- A prisoners life is structured and disciplined in such a way as to prevent 
apathy and indifference. 

SECURITY AND CONTROL

- What is the prison wall and where does it begin? Is it the fence surrounding 
the building, the building itself, the ankle monitor or is it the prisoners own 

body?

- It works as a safety-boundary and is suppose to keep the inmates from getting 
out, and at the same time keep the public from getting in to the prison. 

- Excessive security measures and extreme isolation usually fails, since they 
often lead to an inhumane day to day life. The prisoners often become 

unstable, which can increase the rate of  riots and suicide attempts. 

- The knowledge of  a way out is important. It gives the prisoners hope. Most 
inmates won’t try to escape, but they all fantasize about it.

- Historically, the design of  the outer facade of  a prison has been important. It 
was meant to be uninviting and to deter the public.

Personal safety is of  prime importance to inmates, staff  and other prison users. 
Assaults by inmates on each other or on staff  are a central fact of  life in 

prisons. Their likelihood and prevention is almost always a driving concern 
that influences the architectural design. 

- Design that promotes safety includes: single occupancy rooms and 
increased visibility of  all areas. This means removal of  ”blind spots” or 

features such as bad positioning of  stairs where inmates can hide and assaults 
can occur out of  sight of  the staff. 

- Where these precautions have been observed, research reports that fewer 
weapons were found and gang-activity, tension and assault were all reduced. 

- Much research have shown that the prison environment should aim to 
preserve much resemblance to normal human behaviour to avoid stress and 

aggression. An inability to achieve socially accepted norms for bodily functions 
has a dehumanising effect (an exposed toilette for example). 

- Privacy for the inmates provides an emotional haven: it allows the 
opportunity for self-evaluation and establishes a psychological distance from 
others. It provides a sense of  independence and control over ones situation.

- Dormitories are the most economical in terms of  space and the cost per 
inmate. But they seem to deprive the inmates of  their privacy and constantly 
foster intimidation, bullying, extortion, blackmail and disruption of  the kind 

that can lead to riots.

NOISE

- Research suggest that windows are more than just a luxury for the 
incarcerated, and that lack of  contact with the outside world heightens stress 

and depression. 

- In restricted and monotonous situations, a view out becomes a necessity. The 
highest stress areas in prisons, isolation cells, are those that most commonly 

lack windows.

- The height of  the windows are also important - does the public want to see 
what happens inside? Do those inside want to become a public spectacle? 

- Noise is one of  the prison environments most persistent problems. 
Un-controlled noise levels spiral as conversations are shouted, everyone seeks 
to compensate for a background that prevents one being heard or listening to 

another or to a radio or TV. 

- The two main issues is the source of  noise and the hard reflective quality of  
materials that are often used in prison buildings. In many prisons the clang of  
metal on metal is common. This very high level of  sound creates stress in an 

already strained environment.

- Thermal comfort or discomfort means the conditions of  the physical 
environment such as temperature, humidity and air movement. In prison, the 
outcome of  ones comfort will depend on the individual’s level of  activity, the 

quality of  clothing and level of  control over the thermal conditions. 

- Complaints from inmates and staff  in prisons about thermal discomfort are 
very common. Irritability and aggressive behaviour undoubtedly increase with 
thermal discomfort, especially when it is too hot. The inmate can experience a 

higher level of  frustration because of  the inablility to control their own 
personal environment. 

- The problem is not easy to solve since prisons are complex structures with 
spaces varying widely in volume, exterior exposure and occupant load. It is 

also of  course a security issue. 
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WHAT IS A CRIMINAL? ARE CRIMINALS BORN OR CREATED? TIME

THE PRISON WALL PRIVACY AND BEING CONTROLLED

LIGHT AND VIEW THERMAL COMFORT

SOCIETY 

- What is the definition of  a crime? Why are you being punished? 

- In our society human rights and liberties equals certain obligations. 
Individual freedoms must be limited in some ways in order to prevent anarchy. 
Our society is based upon norms that everybody has to respect. These norms 

are expressed in the law, which constitutes the framework of  our personal 
freedom and the difference between right and wrong. It prohibits certain 

actions and if  you violate the law you are considered a criminal. 

- All human beings have a free will and must take responibility for their actions

We are all born with different circumstances. Your financial situation, where 
you are born, access to education and your support-system all play a big role 

in the oppertunities you have and the choices you make in life.

- There are many ways and many possible reasons why people 
become criminals. 

- Example: A psychopath is usually someone who is born with a personality 
disorder characterized by antisocial behavior, impaired empathy and remorse, 
disinhibited and egotistical traits. However, all psychopaths does not become 

criminals.

- Example: Serial-killers were often abused as children, either emotionally, 
physically or sexually. The quality of  these childrens attachments to their 

parents and other members of  the family is critical to how they relate to, and 
value, other members of  society. However, everybody that has experienced this 

kind of  childhood does not become a criminal.

- When you’re free, time is priceless and we always want more of  it. 

- On the contrary, in prison time is something you want to get rid of  or 
decrease.

- “Time is money” - prisoners pay off  their debt to society by doing their time.

- A prisoners life is structured and disciplined in such a way as to prevent 
apathy and indifference. 

SECURITY AND CONTROL

- What is the prison wall and where does it begin? Is it the fence surrounding 
the building, the building itself, the ankle monitor or is it the prisoners own 

body?

- It works as a safety-boundary and is suppose to keep the inmates from getting 
out, and at the same time keep the public from getting in to the prison. 

- Excessive security measures and extreme isolation usually fails, since they 
often lead to an inhumane day to day life. The prisoners often become 

unstable, which can increase the rate of  riots and suicide attempts. 

- The knowledge of  a way out is important. It gives the prisoners hope. Most 
inmates won’t try to escape, but they all fantasize about it.

- Historically, the design of  the outer facade of  a prison has been important. It 
was meant to be uninviting and to deter the public.
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- King and country are the same, which 
means that all crimes committed against 

the country are committed directly 
against the king. 

- Therefore the punishment must be 
public and harsh and it should fit the 
crime (thieves get their hand cut off, 

murderers are sentenced to death and 
so on). 

- Nobody was ever sentenced to prison, 
rather the “prison” (often a dungeon or 
an abandoned building, without toilets, 
places to sleep or food) is just a place for 

the criminal to await their real 
sentencing and their punishment. 

1078 - The Tower of  London1078 - The Tower of  London

400 - 1400: Do not defy the king

1495 - The Kremlin, Moscow

640 - 616 BC Mamertine Prison, Rome

1370 - The Bastille, Paris

- Many wars equals lots of  beggars and 
drifters. So called Houses of  correction 

were established to deal with the 
growing situation of  these “sinners”. 

- The church opposes bodily 
punishments and advocates for sav-

ing the souls of  the criminals, usually 
in ways inspired by monasteries and 

convents. 

- The Houses of  correction were filled 
with people deemed “unwilling to work” 

(those found guilty of  theft, vagrancy, 
lewd conduct and prostitution and so 

on), where they were imprisoned, set to 
work and often whipped. 

- Scientific progress and trust in 
common sense start overturning 

Christianity. Humanists turn their focus 
on the prevention of  crime and turn 
away from punishment, revenge and 

torture. 

- The House of  correction in Ghent is 
one of  the first places where 

architecture is implemented into 
support the rehabilitation of  the 

prisoners. They are now separated by 
sex, age, length of  the punishment and 

the severity of  the crime.

1700s: Age of enlightenment and 
humanism

- The motto of  this time is “Freedom, 
equality and brotherhood”. From now 
on all individuals have equal rights and 
responsibilities. Sentences are meant to 
deter, prevent and rehabilitate inmates 

and prisons start to form.

- The Panopticon prisons were 
developed, where the cells formed a 

circle around a guard-tower, “an 
all-seeing eye”. This strict typology was 
implemented in Sweden at the prison 

on Långholmen in 1881. Security, 
surveillance and control are key 

elements in the design.

1789: The French Revolution

- The system of  single cells, made to 
separate the inmates from each others 

influences, was implemented. 

- “The Philadelphia system” was 
developed, where the inmates weren’t 

allowed to leave their cells, they weren’t 
allowed to see each other and the cells 
were small and only contained the bare 

minimum.

- “The Auburn system” was also 
developed during this time and is also 

known as “the silent system”. The 
prisoners were allowed to leave their 

cells to work, but they weren’t allowed 
to talk.

1800s: The Century in search of 
systems 

- The Philadelphia system is the most 
popular prison design in Europe, while 
North America and Canada prefer the 

Auburn system. The five most 
frequently used prison-typologies are:

- The Rectangle plan
- The Radial plan

- The Circular plan
- The Campus plan, which means 

freestanding buildings gathered around 
a square

- The Telephone pole plan, which 
means parallel buildings connected by a 

central corridor

1835 - 1939: Western European 
prisons: Typologies

- More prisoners, younger prisoners and 
gang activity increases the importance 
of  rehabilitation, however, the public 
opinion calls for harsher punishments. 

Investments that focuses on 
rehabilitation aren’t fruitful enough and 
are generally abandoned, except for in 

Scandinavia. 

- The prison security classes are 
transformed from the standard 
maximum prison, to maximum, 

medium and minimum. 

post 1945: Organized powerful gangs

- In Sweden the focus has turned to the 
social life of  the inmates, to prevent 

them from becoming institutionalized. 
In the reform of  1974, efforts were 
made to place them close to their 

hometown and their families.

- Correctional treatment is moving away 
from isolation and breaking down the 
inmates psyche, and is moving towards 

socialization. The downside to 
socialization is that it increases the risk 

of  peer pressure and the usage of  drugs.

1974: InstitutionalizedMid 1500s: Houses of correction

1627 - Malefizhaus, Germany

1704 - San Michele House of  
corrections, Rome

1756 - Milan House of  corrections

1529 - Chateau d’If, France

1772 - Maison de Force, France

1791 - Edinburgh Bridewell, 
England

1784 - Lunatics Tower, Vienna

1789 - The Bastille, Paris

1787 - Panopticon original plan

1795 - Prison of  Santo Stefano, Neaples 640 - 616 BC Mamertine Prison, Rome

1825 - Sing-Sing, New York1816 - Auburn Prison, New York

1834 - Ohio penitentiary, 
Columbus

1885 - National penitentiary - Mexico 
city

1842 - Pentonville, London

1925 - Stateville Correctional Centre, 
Illinois

1955 - Louisiana State 
penitentiary, USA

1965 - Kumla Prison, Sweden

1960 - Panopticon prison Breda, Neatherlands

1934 - The Alcatraz, San Francisco

1982 - Oak Park Heights, 
Stillwater

1968 - Youth prison, New Jersey

1985 - Federal Correctional Institution, 
Arizona

2017 - Storstrom Prison, Denmark2010 - Halden Prison, Norway
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SWEDISH PRISONS
SECURITY CLASS 2

BORÅS
BUILT: 1982
INMATES: 74 
STAFF: 60

KALMAR
BUILT: 1852
INMATES: 52 
STAFF: 50

HAPARANDA
BUILT: 1888-1994
INMATES: 19 
STAFF: 40

HINSEBERG
BUILT: 1400-1960
INMATES: 93 
STAFF: 100

MARIEFRED
BUILT: 1958-1994
INMATES: 112 
STAFF: 90

SKÄNNINGE
BUILT: 1966-2008
INMATES: 234 
STAFF: 200

HÖGSBO
BUILT: 1990-1998
INMATES: 83 
STAFF: 60

NYKÖPING
BUILT: 1985-1995
INMATES: 75 
STAFF: 65

VÄSTERVIK 
NORRA
BUILT: 2005-2009
INMATES: 255 
STAFF: 250

BEATEBERG
BUILT: 1983
INMATES: 44 
STAFF: 40

FOSIE, Malmö
BUILT: 1986-2006
INMATES: 109 
STAFF: 140

BRINKEBERG
BUILT: 1994
INMATES: 98 
STAFF: 75

GÄVLE
BUILT: 1986
INMATES: 64 
STAFF: 70
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