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In the middle of the 19th century, the train came to Sweden. It has been just over
150 years and a lot has happened. With the train and its station came more then
just a means of transportation, it turned Sweden from a developing country into one
of the most modern. In the small Swedish cities and on the countryside, the stations
became a central node, a meeting point and a place to gather. The train passed
through previously isolated areas where the stations became not only just that but
also a window towards the rest of the world.
This project is a study of the Swedish train station and a humble proposal on how to
treat them, what to do with them and when to do it (now).

From the road - Yakima Valley
After spending almost a year in Seattle, USA I decided to go on a roadtrip before
returning to Sweden. The north west has a shorter history (not looking at indigenous
history) and a lot of the built environment is not older then 100 years. My last stop
before returning to Seattle was in the small town of Yakima. I was looking for a place
to have some coffee and I was expecting to ﬁnd a Starbucks or something similar,
a smaller franchised place, without a sense of history or human scale. I ended up at
their train station, a place where trains usually pass, but sometimes stop. The building
was quite big, but with a surprisingly present sense of history and human scale.
Compared to the quite empty streets outside, this main room was ﬁlled with people.
Some where maybe waiting for a train, some where there working on their computers, studying, having small meetings, and others where just drinking coffee or eating
lunch. There where elements reminding you of the original program, such as the
ticket and information counter, the tall ceiling height, the white tiles covering walls.
Before leaving I used the bathroom and was amazed by its architectural qualities.
During my two week roadtrip through Washington and Oregon I had seen my shared amount of roadside bathrooms, restaurant stalls and park toilets. This was something completely different. The ﬂoor and walls where covered in solid stone, and
the wall dividing the toilet stalls was made of an 5 cm thick stone slab. There where
large frosted windows letting light in. Sitting on the toilet I could feel in the ﬂoor the
traces of history, over 100 years of people sitting there, creating footsteps in the
stone. Similar to an old stone stair where you can feel how the enormous numbers of
feet running up and down had worn the stone steps down.

The American Dream?
A source of inspiration

Only a small portion of the US railway system is electrified. The passanger traffic is
limited in favor of cars and planes. The railway was at its peak around the 20s, but
has since then decreased by 45%. In 1971 the governmental company Amtrak took
over all passanger traffic. The American railways main purpose is transport of larger
cargo, compared to European trains where passangers are in focus.
https://sv.wikipedia.org/wiki/J%C3%A4rnv%C3%A4g#Sverige

The project - The train station and the city

Current situation

Traﬁkverket

The Swedish Transport Administration, Traﬁkverket,
is responsible for long-term planning for road
trafﬁc, rail trafﬁc, air trafﬁc and shipping. They
are also responsible for the construction and
operation and maintenance of state roads and
railways.

AW Edelsvärd, known as the architect of many of Swedens early train stations, published in 1859 this model of a
city plan. Strong characteristics of his ideas are the large space in front of the train station, and the wide public
space connected to the church. Workshops and storage buildings are placed along the rail road as a barrier.

1.

The ﬁrst part of this project consists of
a thorough research on the Swedish
train station, its history, typology, social
status and its role as a public building
through its history.

Some of the state-owned companies that
previously been a part of the authorities:
Infranord Builds and maintains railways.
Vectura Consulting services within transport
infrastructure. (Later bought by Sweco)
Svevia Builds and manages infrastructure.
SJ AB Running passenger train.
Green Cargo Runs freight train.
Euromaint Maintains trains. (sold to private)
Jernhusen Owns railway-related properties.

2.

The second part of the project is a
series of three study trips throughout
Sweden. An inventory of the train
stations and their current status. 36
stations with different size, history,
function and presumptions visited.

3.

In the third and last part of the project,
four different proposals to four different
stations are proposed; Enköping, Nora,
Tomteboda and Vansbro.

2010 they took over the responsibilities previously
owned by Banverket, rail road administration, and
Vägverket, road administration. At the same time,
Banverket, Vägverket and the National Institute
for Communication Analysis (SIKA) were closed.
Practical activities such as building roads were now
put on commercial state-owned companies.

Both here
and there,
or neither...

One of them is still a train station,
another one a museum, a third is
waiting for an uncertain future, and
the fourth is currently disassembled
and placed in containers somewhere in
Stockholm.
With the knowledge of their common history, their current situation and potential future,
small or big additions and alterations are made speciﬁc to their needs and conditions.
At the end of the day, the stations with all their similarities, are still unique buildings in
unique situations, and should be treated accordingly.
With the time, effort and dignity they deserve.

SJ AB is a Swedish railway company for passenger trafﬁc owned by the Swedish state. The mission is to carry proﬁtable passenger trafﬁc. Every day, 1200 departures
run to approximately 284 stations. There are also other regional companies that run
trains on the swedish railroad.
Jernhusen AB is a Swedish state-owned company, founded 2001. They own and manage properties that are or have been linked to the Swedish railway network.
This includes railway stations, ofﬁce properties, terminals and train workshops. Most
of the properties are located in or around major cities. During 2008-2015, many of
the smaller stations were sold because they did not generate enough income. The
most common buyers were municipalities or companies from the local business community. During this time the company halfed their number of properies. Jernhusenʼs
assignment from the state is to contribute to stations and workshops being developed
and made available to trafﬁc operators, travelers and other users on competitive-neutral terms. The majority of their work is about renting out space to stores, restaurants
and kiosks.

Argument: The Environment and how we travel
Can we grow without communication? Can we communicate without traveling? Can we travel without ruining everything? The planet is getting worse
and worse and one of the largest issue is our means of communication.
We cannot drive cars, take flights or move for leasure like we do now,
but we also need to think about the way we consume and how the goods are
moved around the world.

Here comes a list of 5 arguments to why
this thesis, and its questions, are relevant
today in Sweden.
These 5 angles or perspectives are the
backbone of the project some more present then others.

Argument: Quality of the railway

Argument: Quality of the buildings

Everybody knows the story about a canceld train, a late train, a packed train
or just a malfunctioning one. The fact that this feels more like standard then
unusuall really sais something about the quality of the railway today. It is
expensive to maintain a high quality but its even more so when the rails are
broken and the trust is lost.

Taste quality and beauty are hard topics to grasp, but there is a common belief that
old buildings are more beutiful then newer. Why is that? Did we build better buildings before? Or are we jsut slowly adapting our taste to what feels like good or
bad? Or is it a question of money, time and craftmenship?
Another argument could be that only the best survives the times. So whats good
enough to be kept and what should we just get rid of?

Argument: The collective memory

Argument: The death and life of rural Sweden

There is something magical and mysterious about a trainstation, especially
an old forgotten one. All the stories that could be told, if only the walls could
talk. The iconic ”Murder at the orient express” put the train on the map for
books and movies and this interest grew to the station as well. The fact that
its a neutral place, both present and distant makes it a great place for many
movies and songs. A place to meet or separate. With all this there are no
wonders that the old train stations sold for private use are popular. Who
wouldnt want to live there?

People are moving to urban areas and this slowly kills Sweden beyond the
cities. Money and motivation is put where the people are but not where its
needed. Mothers are giving birth in the car, people are neglected and taxes
are incresed.

1800

1856

In Sweden,
less then
10% lives in
cities.

1911

(December)
Parts of public railway
opened

1849

Parts of the western, main rail road
between Stockholm and Gothenburg
are finished. Also the south, between
Malmö and Jönköping, Falköping is
being built.

The first public railway
project started

In Värmland with Frykstabanan,
Claes Adelsköld was there to place
the initial shovel in the ground.
During 26 years follo e was never
involved in the ”main railway”
which mostly was designed by
Adolf Edelsvärd.

1825

England builds first
railway in the world!

Other countries in Europe was at
the time way ahead, which made it
possible for us to look and steal
inventions and systems used.

The grea

FIinished!

Many private
closed, other
the state. sta
down becuse t
good

1891

Main public railway is now
moving passangers across half
the country, and the
Gothenburg train station is
officially opened.

1853 - 1856

Stockholm - Vännäs
This is the first part of the northeren
main railroad to be finished.

Diverse

Folke Zetterwall

Stockholm
station built

This was at the time the
second largest building
after the royal castle.

Hired as the lead architect over the
Swedish Railways (SJ). During the
next 40 years, the entire mail
railway will be built, from Malmö in
the South, to Boden in the north.
Edelsvärd and his office designed
5725 buildings for the railway, off
which 297 where stations.

19

1898

1870

The Krim war

Triggered the, at that time, biggest
financial boom in Europe and USA.
A milestone during the
industrialisation.

Adolf W. Edelsvärd

Swedena developing
country.

19

1862

1855

19th century

Swedens north:est
station opens in Abisko

1874

1894

The buildings
stations rang
cottages to

National architect over
the railway. buildings
until 1931. He designed
260 stations across the
country.

Stockholm - Boden

Common building code

The state decided, inspired by the
city plan designed by the railroad
architect Edelsvärd, to formulate a
common code for the built
environment. In Edelsvärds plan the
train station has an important
role and placement.

1910

Penn Station
New York opens
Said to be the largest
and most monumental
single room of its time

1970s

1911

A green wave

wedens north:est
on opens in Abisko

1939 - 1945

The war increased the use of the
railway. Packed trains and stations
due to movement of soldiers, goods
etc. Even after the war, trains where
strongly associated with warfare
and misery. The way we looked at
The great depression trains as something new, modern
Many private railroads where
and forward looking was now
closed, other where baught by
longer true.
the state. stations where torn
down becuse they just where not
good enough

1921

1930
50/50

Half of Swedens population now
live in urban areas.

The buildings of the Swedish train
stations ranged from the simplest
cottages to castle-like bildings.

1910

n Station
York opens

o be the largest
ost monumental
oom of its time

1930s

The railroad was rationalised and
centralised. Old monumental
buildings now felt outdated.
Although very few stations have
been built in ”funkis” and old
train stations where still being
renovated instead.

2010

2005

1985

1970s

Folkhemmet

Materials such as wood and brick
was common when steel and concrete had to be used for the war.
During this period buildings where
simple, one story and undecorated.
The architecture was equivalent to
governmental.

Modernism swooped
over the country

1980

as memorable

1940s

Diverse architecture

Governmental services

The government
Many young couples decided to
are forced to move out
leave the cities and moved to more
decides
to
invest
in
rural areas. This was the first time
in rural areas
that the amount of people moving
rail bound traffic
out of cities was greater then the
This probably saved the
For sale
amount moving in.
swedish railroad from dying.
The railroad on the island Öland is
100 billion was invested to
closed which leads to stations, staff
repair and rebuild the railway.
buildings, storage buildings etc are
Focus is placed on the largest
sold for private use. Today many
cities to link them together
stations are sold when they are no
with smaller, to create a
Bad years
Trafikverket is
longer needed. Trains run faster and
cohesive
larger area. The new
The trains and the
make fewer stops. Smaller sections
Bottniabanan creates a new
founded
railway is characretised
of the railway are also closed which
backbone
through
the
north.
Given
the
responsibility to
by ”inefficiency, lack of
leaves buildings without a railway.
take
care
of both roads,
profits and neglected
These can be sold and used for
50/50
rail roads and water ways.
investments”
housing. Others, where the trains
Approximately half of the
This was previously run by
still run but dont stop are still disturworlds population now live in
Banverket and Vägverket
bed by noise, vibrations or magnetic
cities or urban areas. At the
parallell.
75 stations are marked
fields. They are then converted to
same time they stand for 76% of
art galleries, offices, workshops etc.
the total energy consumption.

1960

WWII

1920s

2006

1988

1956

100 years of railroad!

The stations where now flexible and
easy to explnd. The architecture was
nonspecific for the stations.At this
time the stations need to adapt for a
new way of travelling. Busses and
Cars where now more common.

A node for travellers

1986

2001

The stations are no longer called The state run
just train stations but renamed as architect office
travel centers. During the post
for railways
modern era the stations where
transformed to anonymus shopping
close
malls, but did also reclaim their
previos role as a place to meet.

SJ, Green Cargo
and Jernhusen
are corporated.

2009

Reprogrammed

Previosly govenrmental. They are
responsible for trains carrying
people and cargo, and for the
buildings relating to the trains and
the railway.

1990s

Stations rehabilitated

Åre, Uppsala and Umeå are a few
of the many train stations that now
was transformed into a travel
center, where multiple means of
transportation meet.

2006

Tomteboda station
demolished

New standardised signs, automatic
The plan was to later be
doors and an overall face lift was
re-build somewhere else. This
given to many of Swedens train
has still not been done. To be
stations during these years.
noted is that the building was
marked in 1985 as a memorable building.

STUDY TRIPS!

The second part of the project is a
series of three study trips throughout Sweden.
An inventory of the trainstations and their current status.
36 stations with different size, history, function
and presumptions where visited.

From Abisko in the north of Sweden, to Malmoe in the south

STUDYTRIP WEST

STUDYTRIP SOUTH

Enköping

Norrköping

Västerås

Mjölby

Kolbäck

Tranås

Köping

Jönköping

Nora

Nässjö

Fryksta

Lund

Sunne

Harlösa

Malung

(Revingehed)

Vansbro

Malmö

Hedemora

Helsingborg

Avesta Krylbo

Halmstad

Sala

Göteborg

February 18th - 20th
Train stations:

February 12th - 14th (By car)
Train stations:

Falköping
Skövde

Vansbro

Falköping

STUDYTRIP NORTH

STUDYTRIP
The note book

Stockholm

Name

February 25th - 28th
Train stations:
Björkliden

Owner

Abisko Östra

Building

Kiruna

Functions

Haparanda

Program

Luleå

Other buildings?

Umeå

Placement

Sundsvall

Extra

Gävle
Ockelbo

Malung

Abisko

Helsingborg

Vansbro

Björkliden

Nora

Kolbäck

Haparanda

Gävle

Malmö

Lund

Halmstad

Sundsvall

Norrköping

Harlösa

Enköping

Malung

Sala

Social

Rail / No rail

Public / Private

City center / Outskirt

Train station / Museum

Urban / Rural

Residential / Ofﬁce

Trains stop / Trains pass

Café / Service / None

One track / Node

Pay for WC / Pee for free

Train station / Travel center

Travelers / Visitors / Users

Stone / Brick / Wood

Staff / Baristas / Hair dressers

One Story / Tall

Heated / Cold

Opening hours

Dignity / Necessity

ARCHITECTURAL
FRAGMENTS
AND
FEATURES
FOUND
IN
SWEDISH
TRAIN STATIONS

Physical

THE VENEER

CATEGORIES

8

9
7 6

5

12 1

4

3

2

THE BENCH

THE CLOCK

11
10

THE HIRARCHY

THE ARCH

THE ASYMMETRY

THE CANOPY

THE PLATFORM

THE RAIL

cof

!
fee

STATION

THE DETAILS

THE SIGNS

1234km to THIS --- 567km to THAT

THE TOWER

THE SYMMETRY

The train station competition
Introducton: The train stations has had a varied social status and public function since
the railway came to Sweden 1856. During the last 20 years both time and effort has
been placed to increase the stations physical qualities with automatic doors,
insulated windows etc. The goal has been a seemless travel experience for all,
connecting trains with busses, parking, cars and bikes. During this process, both
architectural and spatial qualities been set aside and not prioritized. The social
potential of the buildings are often not used to their full potential.
Purpose: Multiple, quick proposals for train stations and their social architecture will
be prodced. These solutions from a number of different stations will create a good
base of information. From this parallells can be drawn. Differences and similarities
can be found in relation to other stations. Conclusions and assumptions can be made
for a schematic plan or strategy that then can be applied to other public buildings.
Time frame: Every station is given equal time and effort. Approximately 8 hours of
work, where 2-3 are researched simultaneous.
Requirements:
SWOT-analysis
Photos & Diagrams
Text: Strategy & Program - whats added, whats removed
2D drawings - Siteplan, Plan, Section (whatevers necessary)
3D diagram, illustration or model
Categories:
No train

The third and last part of the project is different proposals to four stations,
Enköping, Nora, Tomteboda and Vansbro. One of them is currently used, another
is a museum, a third is waiting for a uncertain future with a potential re-routing of
a larger train path, and the fourth currently disassembled and placed in containers
somewhere in Stockholm.
With the knowledge of their common history, their current situation and potential
future, small or big additions and alterations are made specific to their needs and
conditions. At the end of the day, the stations with all their similarities, are still
unique buildings in unique situations, and should be treated accordingly.
With the time, effort and dignity they deserve.

Without trains a trainstation has lost its major function.
Can a purposeless building find purpose somewhere else?

No urbanity

Over time the station has lost its connection to their center. New
nodes pulling cities or towns in other directions, creating new centers.
Or maybe the stations where never connected to a major street or
node, or maybe there was no intention for it.

Small

A small station might have a hard time positioning itself in an urban
context, but will also never feel as abandoned. These building will
probably be easier to reprogram however harder to populate?

Large

These stations have a stronger urban context. You cant miss it.
However they might be over dimensioned to suit their current
program or number of visitors or users. They easily feel abandoned
and require more money, time and effort to sustain.

Commute

Stations placed in smaller towns but with a good distance to a
larger node / city. A stations where trains run frequent and allows for
people commuting to or from work/school etc.

Unusual

Rare or uique buildings. They have a strong likebility. Popular or just
different then others.

Usual

Not specific to site but to the program. A train station like many
others but also very much a train station. Alterations made for these
building can therefore be repeated on many others.

Typical ”Hemnet.se” trainstation. Stations are being sold as private residential
buildings which sometimes is the best solution.

TOMTEBODA

THE DISMANTLED
Tomteboda trainstation was one of the stations preserved in the 1970s. It was situated along a railroad that now takes cargo from Stockholm and distributes it throughout Sweden. Becuase there where no people on these trains, the station was not
being used. With Stockholm being the Capital, it is constantly growing and with this
the train station needed to be removed. Becuase of its marking as a valuable building, it was not demolished but just disassembled. The building can be found in a
bunch of containers somewhere in stockholm. It has been like this for almost 20 years
and is still waiting for a new site and a new life.
In a neighbouring area to Tomteboda, one of Swedens largest construction sites are
running to become a new and attractive residential area combined with Swedens
new large hospital. With a project of this scale the infrastructure is also being adapted and adjusted to ﬁt the new movement of
people. A new line of the Stockholm metro is being drawn through the
residential blocks and the hospital. Is this maybe the time and place for that old station to reincarnate?

Existing elevation

TOMTEBODA / SOLNA
PHOTOS
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SITE 1:1000

TOMTEBODA
MOOD
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TOMTEBODA

2

MOOD

Area under
development

2

Area under
development

TOMTEBODA / SOLNA

TOMTEBODA

SWOT

Strenths:
• Beutiful building, marked for
perservation
• Because its disassambled suitable changes can be made in the
building process
• On the site there are other
historically important buildings.
This will save the site from being
exploited with other buildings. It
will becom a small historic realm
• Placed on the border between
Stockholm and Solna. The gates
to the suburbs?
• Will frame the green area in a
good way

Opportunities:
• Can be placed anywhere
• Floorplan can be modified and
pipes can be drawn where suitable because it will be built from
scratch with original materials
where possible
• Surrounded by architecture from
different eras: old red cottages,
red brick Celsing building and
supermodern Wingårdh aula,
the new hospital and everything
inbetween. The site is already a
patchwork, another addition will
be interesting
• The rooms are quite regular in
size and shape which enables
many different programs

PROGRAM

Weaknesses:
• Might feel like a historic pastiche
• Quite small and will drown
between other large buildings
• Lack of orientation because the
lack of tracks?
• Has a relatively weak connection to the new subway with this
entrance being quite small and
distant
•

Whats the potential in a station
without its tracks? Is there any power
in the building itself? I believe so!
During my research I was made
aware of the station of Tomteboda.
One of the few stations marked to
be kept, but becuase of external
circumstances, was disassembled.
By placing the station on a new site
it opens up for many potential
solutions.
Apotential new site would be in the
park dividing the Karolinska university from the hospital, and the city
of Stockholm from Solna. The new
subway will place one of their exits
in the corner of the park, an ideal
placement for an old station house.

Threats:
• Lacks connection to site and not
socially bound to it
• Will anybody even use the
building? Maybe has to be
altered to be more transparent in
program?
• The state of the building is
unknown...
• The rooms are quite regular in
size and shape which makes the
program unclear

There are three buildings in the
park currently, one being the new
excentric Aula. Next to it there are
two small wooden cabins from the
18th century. Today they are used as
ofﬁce space and conference rooms,
but previous to this they housed a
very popular café for students and
employees of the university. Maybe
the new station could take on this
role? Simultaneously being more
open towards the city and people
not related to the institution.
If there is a will to change the appearance one idea would be to
make a clear addition underneath,
a paraphrase on the platform or the
canopy?

From built to unbuilt to built

TOMTEBODA

SOUTH ELEVATION 1:50

75 % of
original size

TOMTEBODA

EAST ELEVATION 1:50

75 % of
original size

TOMTEBODA

FLOOR PLAN 1:50

75 % of
original size

1ST FLOOR
Public space to meet, eat or study.

N

TOMTEBODA

THIRD FLOOR 1:100

TOMTEBODA

TOMTEBODA

SECOND FLOOR 1:100

THIRD FLOOR 1:100

TOMTEBODA

SECOND FLOOR 1:100

2ND FLOOR
Rentable space and quiet stuy rooms

N

2ND FLOOR
Rentable space and quiet stuy rooms

N

N

3RD FLOOR
Rentable space or a small hostel for visiting professors?
3RD FLOOR
Rentable space or a small hostel for visiting professors?

N

TOMTEBODA
SECTION 1:100

tomteboda

Illustrating relation between Subway, Café and park. Also between old & new

TOMTEBODA

ENKÖPING

THE COMMUTER
The slogan of Enköping, Swedens closest city, was announced 1965 and really
describes one of its biggest traits. Its close to a lot. The train to Stockholm takes 55
minutes, and Västerås 15. The bus takes you to Uppsala or Örebro in less then an
hour. Situated on the shore of Mälaren and by the major highway, it also makes it
reachable by car and boat.
During the years between 1875 and 1880 Enköpings population increased with 24%
due to the new railway running from Stockholm to Västerås, both major cities, where
Enköping became a natural stop with a new grand station building. It was designed
and built for the opening of the new railway in 1876. Because a lack of money, the
new station was placed north of the city, and north of an small ridge which made it
impossible to see the station from the center and left the city and the station quite distant from each other. ThPlacing the station on a 20 minute walk from the center, was
at the time uncommon. This is now a more common way of placing communication
nodes, and travel centers.
The railway is a part of the ”Mälarbanan” which is one of the most used rail systems
today. It connects the major cities around the lake of Mälaren with Stockholm. This
railway system is currently being updated to increase number of trains possible and
to smoothen the travel experience for everybody using it. Through the years the
station building has been added to several times and is now inﬂuenced by a major
renovation in the 50s. The older parts of the building house the waiting hall, but also
some space for a kiosk and a small hairdresser. On the second ﬂoor there is ofﬁce
space. The additional wing is currently used by a restaurant, bar and a tattoo studio.

Existing elevation

ENKÖPING
IMAGES
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ENKÖPING
MOOD

3
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Strenths:
• Beutiful interior, veneer walls,
lamps, natural light and windows
• A lot of parking. Mostly on other
side of the rail which leaves the
area around the station free from
cars
• The building is in good condition
• It has a very characteristic station
architecture
• The tennants are varied which
brings a varied crowd to the
building during different times of
the week

Opportunities:
• The short distance to Stockholm,
Västerås, Örebro and Uppsala
makes it commute:able
• The varied architecture of the
building enables different kinds
of activities
• Logic city planning around the
station: you know in which direction the centrum must be. Even
though you can’t see it

Additions
over time

Weaknesses:
• Distance to city center, 20
minutes to walk and no visual
contact
• Restricting opening hours of the
waiting hall. Closes 5:30PM on
saturdays
• The building is a bit messy with
different ramps, fire escape
stairs, regular stairs, signs, rails
etc all looking different
• Close to large streets and a lot of
traffic

Threats:
• Distance to Stockholm & Uppsala
• The buildings and its users are
at the moment just fine with it.
Might make it hard to improve
when its not ”falling apart”
• The

The biggest issue with this station is the mess.
There are so many differrent additions,
different entrances, different programs, etc.
Another problem is that you dont really know
where you are welcome and allowed. By
adding an extra part, while simultaneously
cleaning up and making everything clear,
whats privare or whats public, combining
vertical movements and entrances, the
building will be more at ease.
The building has since it was built had an
issue with its distance to downtown Enköping,
there is no visual connection. This issue can
be reduced with a tower shaped addition.
When it comes to the program, this station
is placed favorably close to many larger
nodes. This place could work as a local node
collecting small business or a space for self
empoyed to work and have meetings.
With this the public space can grow and
the current restaurant can gain better space
movin in to the original station building with a
beautiful balcony perfect for a drink or two.
Public / Private / New

Current

Addition
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Materiality & scale

TOMTEBODA

ELEVATIONS, SECTION, 1:200

Elevation from Enköping

Section through tower and old annex

Elevation from train tracks
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3rd ﬂoor. Typical tower ﬂoor with office space.

2rd ﬂoor. Top of atelier, tower ﬂoor and restaurant

N
1st ﬂoor atelier, rooms for waiting or working, cafe/kiosk & restrooms
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NORA

THE MUSEUM
Nora has one of Swedens oldest normal width traintracks - for people.
It opened in 1856 and was then pulled by horses. Today the tracks and its station
are used and owned by the Nora Bergslags Veteran - Jerväg,
a foundation and organisation created to preserve the hitory of this railroad and all
of its buildings, trains, cutlure and what not. The current station was built 1896-1898
with additional buildings and warehouses appearing shortly after. The newest addition is the updated travel center with busses, taxis and parking covering the area in
and around Nora with means of transportation.
When the railway was growing, during the 1870s, Nora as a city grew strongly.
Today Nora is one of the best preserved wooden cities with
buildings mostly from the 18th and 19th century. Today Nora attracts many tourist
because of their old builings but also becuase of the trains, the station and the work
done by the NBV-foundation. The station is now programmed as a visitor center on
the ﬁrst ﬂoor and on the second ﬂoor there are ofﬁce space for the foundation.
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Strenths:
• Beutiful, iconic station building
• Popular destination for tourists
and train enthusiasts, during the
summer
• Newly built buss station next
to the warehouse, icluding also
taxis

Opportunities:
• Strong private organisation on
the site.
• A lot of different train related
buildings, with varied quality
and usage today. This enables a
development and growth over
time without ant drastic changes
• Small bathroom pavilion is great
looking and with potential to be
more then just bathrooms

Weaknesses:
• Distance to city center?
• Museum in focus, not people
waiting for the bus
• Big shift in useage over the year.
Makes spaces feel forgotten
during the winter
• A lot of the activities in and
around the station are summer
specific

Threats:
• Death of rural sweden
• Strong private organisation with
their own interest on the site
• The strong culturage heritage
of the site and the buildings can
make additions and alterations
hard to make

This historic station and all the buildings on the site are all fantastic, quirky
and fun in their own way. The issue here is the target group and the seasons.
Except during the summer months many of the buildings are empty or not
used to their full potential. The area falls asleep. Another issue is that if you
are not a train nerd or a tourist, there is not much left for you. It is pretty clear
who is making desitions and what their interest lay, maybe also where the
money comes from.
During my study trip i felt that the station was working fairly good and it was
the bathroom pavilion that caught my architectural eye. There is something
playful over the small square building and it really encaptures the feel of
railway architecture perfectly. It also feels like its not being used to its full
potential. Another situation that caught my social eye was the situation at the
bus stop. A new roof has been built next to a ware house that simultaneously
was renovated into a train museum with a small bathroom and a even smaller coffee shop, that now was closed. The people using the space most, the
people riding and waiting for the bus, was set aside for the occational tourist.
A solution to these issues would be small additions that would give something
more to the people of Nora and that would work during the winter. By the
bathroom pavilion I would like to incorporate a sauna with docks leading out
into the lake, for winter swims. This could be transformed into a summer beach area with maybe rentable boats or just a nice place in the sun. Between
the old warehouse and the new bus stop I would like to add a waiting room
with chairs and tables. A place to wait or stay and a place to be warm. Like
an extra classroom or an informal library.

The bathrom
pavilion

The bus station
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VANSBRO

UNTOUCHED AND ABANDONED?
Before the railway, Vansbro was nothing but forests and swamps, but with the
rumour of the railway people came. In 1890 the railway ﬁnally came to Vansbro,
from the south, as a stop on the Kristinehamn to Mora rail. Shortly after the trains
also ran north from Vansbro to Mora. In 1917, when all the railways was
governmentalised, it became a part of the ”inland railway” going from Gällivare in
the north, to Kristinehamn in the south, through half of swedens in-land. In 1969theruite was redrawn and left Vansbro. The short distans rail Borlänge - Vansbro - Malung was still running until 2011 and is now solely used for cargo. Plans to update
the in-land railroad has been made, to increase it cargo capasity. With this there are
arguments for it to be redrawn to pass Vansbro again. And who knows, with the future of our planet and the adaptions that we have to make when it comes to traveling,
the trains through Vansbro might run again.
The station was built after drawings by the famous architect Erik Lallerstedt. Vansbro
station has always been appreciated and in 1975 it was marked as a memorable
building and was therefore protected by law. Its a 3 story large brick building and
it really stands out in the surrounding picturesque wooden architecture. It has been
voted the peoples favourite building but has stood empty for some years.
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Strenths:
• Excelent architecture,
designed by famous architect
Erik Lallerstedt
• Public appreciation
• Good urban placement, close
to city center and other urban
nodes
• The road passing the station is
not that big, cars dont go very
fast and it has a pedestrian aura
to it
• Next to the station there are
several bus stops which connects
the station with a larger area

Opportunities:
• Voted most popular building
• Anual national sport event
• The local railway roundhouse has
previosly been renovated and
converted into office space, so
they already know how it works
and how you do it
• The building is bought by the
municipality which shows that
there is a will to use the building
for something
• The station is placed in a park
with a wild western themed
stage. So the site is already
evolving
• Marked and protected by law as
a historically and architecturally
important building

Weaknesses:
• The house has been unused for
years and is now falling apart.
Ventilation and sewers need to
be replaced and the facade is
starting to crackle
• No passanger trains run on this
railway, since 2011
• Occational cargo trains use the
railway. The building is therefore
still exposed to vibrations, noise
and radiation

Threats:
• Voted most popular building.
A lot of people have a lot of
feelings for this place
• The ongoing urbanisation of
sweden and the death of the
rural
• Marked and protected by law as
a historically and architecturally
important building
• The building is empty today
which might make it harder to
repopulate it. (Might make it
easier)
• The unknown reasons for it being
empty

You know when you have a beutiful dress or a bottle ow wine, that always
are too good for the ocation or there is just no right time, and as time goes by
the dress goes out of style or the bottle is being dropped? This is exactly what
is happening to Vansbro train station. Because of its beauty and history noone
dares to touch it, and becuase no one touches it, the building is falling apart
and now noone can affort to repair it. Becuase what would we use it for if not
just look at it? And how much can you pay for something just to look at it? The
train station is too big and to expensive for one single use, how about sharing
it?
Surrounding the station there is also a quite large park thats not being used
to its full potential. By adding a few pavilions the park will be framed and
create a more cohesive experience.
Different program and users in the pavilions, that all can meet and share a
larger space in the train station when necessary. The rail passing Vansbro
might also start running in the future, now that we have to look over our ways
of traveling but also shipping goods and things.
One pavilion could belong to a few caretakers or gardeners that takes care
of both the park and the station building. One could work as ateliers for
artists, one as a kindergarden and another one as a day center for elderly
or others that dont have a place to be during the days. Currently there have
been plans to use the station as housing for refugees. Maybe one or two pavilions could ﬁt these as well. The station could then be open to everybody with
a generic program and architecture, when the pavilions are more private and
ﬁt the more speciﬁc rooms and functions for the different tennants.
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