


INTRO TO PROJECT

Joints are the most vulnerable point of  
the body, when not properly cared for 
a knee, hip, neck starts hurting. Same 
goes for architecture, the most fragile 
point of  a building sits between an 
opening and a solid, roof  and faca-
de. If  not properly tended to it starts 
leaking, warping. I believe this also 
applies to urbanity - what happens 
where the center ends and the “other” 
takes place can define the character of  
a whole city. What would happen if  
the outskirts and endings of  our towns 
receive the same affection as their cores? 
This diploma project will tend to one 
of  these forgotten sites. The shoreline 
of  Ekerö Centrum - A site longing for 
identity, to become more than it is to-
day.

I believe that the park by this 
shoreline, which unintentionally 
has become the back end of  the 
town center, has the potential to 
be elevated into a key node for 
Ekerö. In my project I’ve looked 
to the existing assets of  the site - 
it’s water contact, the view over 
the fields and forests of  Lovön 
and the connection to Stock-
holm City via commuter boat, 
and made three additions to the 
site to activate it and let people 
enjoy these elements.
The first - a waiting hall for 
the boat station. Second,a mar-
ketplace - which essentially is a 
piece of  park furniture that can 
be used in multiple ways. And 
third - a sauna to experience the 
water.
But before diving deeper into 
the project I’d like to give you 
some background on how Ekerö 
Centrum came to exist and what 
Ekerö might become in the futu-
re. And how my chosen site - the 
park at the end of  the center - 
will become increasingly impor-
tant for the municipality.



EKERÖ MUNICIPALITY

In the western outskirts of  
Stockholm county lies the island 
municipality of  Ekerö. Its proxi-
mity to the capital makes for an 
attractive place to live and this 
goes hand-in-hand with the mu-
nicipality’s vision of  becoming a 
‘small town’. Today the 28 000 
inhabitants are spread over the 
140 islands that make up Ekerö 
Kommun which of  the vast ma-
jority inhabit the main islands 
Ekerö and Färingsö. Ekerö loca-
tes the municipal seat Ekerö 
Centrum which is the main node 
of  the entire community - where 
people buy their groceries, go to 
the library or to watch a movie, 
where the municipality placed 
all of  their amenities and most 
importantly - this is where all the 
infrastructural links connect.
Today most public transport 
from the islands passes by the 
center, thus it becomes an inevi-
table part of  everyday life for the 
citizens of  Ekerö Kommun.
But the proximity to Stockholm 
is only one part of  that makes 
Ekerö Kommun attractive, the 
true spirit of  the island group of  
Mälaröarna lies in its rural aire, 
wherever you locate yourself  
you are never far away from a 
forest, a field or a lakeside.
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THE HISTORY OF EKERÖ

Human life on the Mälarö is-
lands can be traced back to at 
least 2,5 million years ago due 
to findings of  the characteristic 
stone tools made during the sto-
ne age. These islands back then 
weren’t much of  a place to live, 
but that changed when the mel-
ting glaciers of  the latest ice age 
11 000 years ago slowly revealed 
a changed landscape with larger 
islands and fertile lands. With 
time the advantages of  living by 
the water made the Mälarö isles 
one of  the most densely popu-
lated areas in Scandinavia and 
during the early middle ages the 
Viking town Birka, located on 
Björkö, was the largest town in 
Sweden. This was mainly due to 
its advantageous location in the 
fairway between lake Mälaren 
and the Baltic sea. Foreign cur-
rencies and objects from as far 
away as northern India has been 
found in excavations and the 
town was known to be a Mecca 
for trade in the north.
As the missionary Ansgar step-
ped ashore on Björkö and the 
rest of  Sweden turned christian, 
the building of  Sigtuna began. 
This caused the Mälarö island to 
lose its importance for the trade  
and the people of  Birka slowly 

abandoned the town. Around 
year 900 Birka was a ghost town 
and the Isles returned to being 
quiet farmlands.
In the 19th century Stockholm 
grew to double in size and the 
demand for building materials 
increased enormously. A brick 
factory was built on the site upon 
which Ekerö Centrum is located 
today, and clay found on the is-
lands provided brick for the ex-
pansion of  the capital. Around 
the same time new boats equip-
ped with steam engines made 
the Mälarö isles more accessible 
to the people of  Stockholm and 
both summer houses and eventu-
ally cheaper diy-housing popped 
up around Ekerö and Färingsö.
Reaching the 1940’s the popu-
lations of  the islands has grown 
enough to create a need for 
public transportation to Stock-
holm and the bus depot in Ekerö 
Centrum is built, shortly after in 
the 50’s the town hall was erec-
ted across the road and in the 
70’s Ekerö Centrum becomes 
the political center of  Ekerö 
Municipality. But there is still no 
actual center there, this is why 
an architecture competition is 
declared in 1976.

1940’s 1950’s 1970’s 1983 1991 2007 2018

A new detail plan for 
expansion of Ekerö 
Centrum has been 
reviewd and the criti-
cized points sent to 
investigation. When 
investigation is made 
the detail plan will be 
sent for inspection.

The decision is made 
to expand Ekerö 
Centrum, and the 
planning work starts.

The building of 
Ralph Erskine’s 
Ekerö Centrum is 
finished.

Construction starts 
on Ekerö Centrum

Up until now the 
official center of 
Mälaröarna is 
Träkvista, located on 
Färingsö. An archi-
tecture competition 
is declared and 
Ralph Erskine wins.

The municipality 
building is built in 
Tappström.

The bus depot is 
built in Tappström to 
provide the Ekerö 
commuters with a 
bus connection to 
Stockholm.

1850’s

In the end of the 
1800’th century the 
steam engine is 
used in boats 
making the Mälarö 
islands more acces-
sible to the people of 
Stockholm. This 
results in both 
summer houses and 
”egna-hem”, afforda-
ble housing with 
small agricultural 
lots.

1800’s

Stockholm City is 
growing and there is 
a need for lots of 
building material.  
The clay from Mälarö 
islands is suited for 
making brick, hence 
a brickyard is placed 
where Ekerö Cen-
trum stands today.

900’s

Birka stands empty 
as Signtuna is built. 
The Mälarö islands is 
yet again quiet farm-
lands used by indivi-
dual farmers.

700’s

The viking city Birka 
is built, and it soon 
flourished with the 
life of a city and 
traders from around 
the world, reaching 
the town by the 
water. 

9000 bc

The latest ice age 
has slowly melted 
away revealing the 
Mälarö islands, with 
its rich soils and 
wooded islands.

2 500 000 bc

Stone tools from the 
stoneage reveal the 
first traces of human 
life on the Mälarö 
islands.

TIMELINE EKERÖ CENTRUM
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The competition is won by 
Ralph Erskine’s office, who pre-
sented their contribution “Mä-
larstaden - The Venice of  lake 
Mälaren”

Erskine lived at Lovön in Ekerö 
municipality at the time and 
would later on become a frequ-
ent visitor of  his own creation, as 
he called it the favourite project 
of  his career.

The key concept of  Mälarstaden 
was, as in many of  Erskine’s pro-
jects, to create a small town whe-
re people lived in a closer, more 
intimate community that in the 
big city. With a mix of  dwellings, 
commerce and places of  work 
he wanted Mälarstaden to flou-
rish with life all day long in con-
trast to many other towns sur-
rounding Stockholm which had 
become dormant earlier in the 
1900’s. The town core was desig-
ned to exclude cars, parking lots 
were instead placed in the perip-
hery of  the center. Apartment 
buildings ranging between two 
to five stories form small, green 
courtyards, the buildings help 
protecting the courtyards from 
the elements and also provides 
smaller contexts for the people 
of  Ekerö Centrum to form com-
munity. Streets and alleys are 
also narrow because of  the same 
reason, and the private patios of  
every ground floor apartment 
face the street to liven them up.
The first drafts of  Mälarstaden 
included both banks of  the ca-
nal Tappström, with buildings 
facing toward the water and 
boardwalks with cable ferry 
connecting the sites. Commerci-
al center and smaller industrial 
functions were meant to be pla-
ced at the town “entrance” by 
the bridge on the southern bank. 

But, somewhere along the pro-
cess it was decided to just use the 
southern bank, the exact reason 
why seems to have been lost in 
time. A fair guess would be that 
the canal is used as a passage for 
ships and boats passing between 
Mälardalen and Stockholm. 
Any smaller scale connection 
between the banks might have 
blocked the traffic from running 
smoothly.
The question of  why the com-
mercial center was moved from 
the side of  Tappström bridge to 
Bryggavägen is still unanswered, 
but the choice of  doing so might 
answer the question of  why the 
park by the water seem so under 
developed - it was never meant 
to be the outskirt of  Ekerö Cen-
trum but the busy center of  Mä-
larstaden.
In 1991 Ekerö Centrum stands 
finished, making it the youngest 
municipal center in Stockholm 
county.

ERSKINES EKERÖ



MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLANS

Ekerö municipality is predicted 
to grow substantially within the 
next ten years. This is mainly 
due to some specific factors be-
ing - The building of  Förbifart 
Stockholm - the new highway 
that will lead traffic around 
Stockholm instead of  through 
the city. A highway exit from 
Förbifart Stockholm will be pla-
ced on Lovön, changing the ac-
cessibility to Ekerö municipality 
from other suburbs and towns in 
Stockholm county radically. 
Ekerövägen - the road between 
Stockholm city and the Mälarö 
islands will be widened from th-
ree to four lanes providing one 
commuter lane in each direc-
tion. This will provide for more 
reliable and frequent commu-
ting possibilities to and from the 
islands. Ekerövägen is getting 
two additional lanes where it 
passes through Ekerö Centrum, 
this makes place for a new bus 
terminal. The Tappström bridge 
will also be widened from two la-
nes to four and moved a few me-
ters west of  its current location. 
An additional way of  getting 
to the center has recently been 
re-instated, a commuter boat 
line between Ekerö Centrum 
and Klara Mälarstrand (close 
to Centralstationen) makes for 
an easy and comfortable way 
to commute directly to the city 
without having to change from 
bus to subway in Brommaplan 
as travelers from Ekerö munici-
pality do today.

Because of  all of  these infra-
structural investments now hap-
pening in Ekerö the municipality 
plan to increase the number of  
dwellings, amenities, commerci-
al actors, workplaces and recrea-
tional opportunities. This affects 
the whole municipality, with new 

projects going on in a number of  
places mainly on the island of  
Ekerö, the epicenter of  change 
being Ekerö Centrum. This is 
the entry point to the islands and 
a place with which all citizens of  
Ekerö municipality interact. 

The plot that today is occupied 
by the bus depot will soon be 
transformed into city blocks con-
taining housing, comerse, offices 
and more as the depot is moved 
to Färingsö. These blocks will 
range between three to six sto-
ries except from the volume pla-
ced by the bridge abutment that 
will be seven stories high, wor-
king as a noise barrier towards 
the widened road that will be 
more heavily trafficked than it is 
today.
The vision is also to create new 
pedestrian flows and squares 
that will be connected to the ex-
isting one.
Currently the development 
plans are being investigated and 
possibly modified by experts on 
subjects such as environmental 
issues, noise and capacity cal-
culations. After this it will be re-
viewed again and then finalized 
as a new detail plan for the area. 
Over all Ekerö Centrum is calcu-
lated to quadruple in size within 
the next ten to twenty years.

AVAILABILITY BY CAR BUILDINGS

GREEN SPACES WATER



EKERÖ CENTRUM AXONOMETRIC 
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In the north the small town cen-
ter ends naturally, but abruptly 
with a shoreline facing a nar-
row canal. This site consists of  
a park strip separating the last 
housing blocks from the water-
side. There is a small guest har-
bour and a café. It is an alright 
place to be, but not more than 
that. During the summer when 
the café is open, the small har-
bour lives up for a month or two 
but as autumn comes along the 
activity fades out and the park 
lies quiet again until May when 
the café opens again. The park 
feels empty and unloved, every 
time I go visit it I have to stay 
there for quite some time before 
I meet somebody to talk to. But 
when I finally do get to talk to 
a few visitors I find out that the 
love their park! 
A retired man sitting on a park 
bench, observing the vast views 
of  the open rural landscape tells 
me that he enjoys spending time 
here in the mornings. He shows 
me a picture on his phone that 
he took the other day when the 
fog layed over the tall reeds on 
the opposite side of  the canal. 
He likes the park as it is, but 
thinks it’s a bit sad that there’s 
no other people around that he 
could talk to. But he says that it 
will soon be too cold to sit there 
anyway.

I also talk to a woman working 
at a group home for people with 
functional variations in one of  
the buildings facing the park, 
she says that she enjoys taking 
the boat to work in the mornings 
and that the lawns are great 
for sunbathing in the summers. 
She usually takes the people she 
works with to the park to watch 
the views and the birds in the ca-
nal. But she misses some kind of  

weather protection for when it’s 
windy or raining. She also points 
out that the jettys in the guest 
harbour could become more ac-
cessible to wheelchair users and 
the elderly.

I also encounter a few people 
who came there for fishing or 
walking their dogs but over all 
I don’t meet many people on 
any of  my visits to the site, and 
I believe there is a few reasons to 
that.
First of  all the neighbouring 
housing blocks having their pri-
vate patios facing the narrow 
park makes for a discrepancy in 
how the park is perceived. Being 
so quiet and empty it almost fe-
els wrong being there as an un-
invited visitor, like the park could 
easily have been the backyard of  
those housing blocks.
Second, there is really nothing to 
do there. There’s a few benches 
and the café but that’s about it.

But with it’s close proximity to 
the town center and the water 
contact it has great potential to 
become something more. Espe-
cially since the park will soon 
be framed with a building next 
to the bridge and the new area 
Ekerö Strand to the east, re-esta-
blishing the parks role as the 
town park of  Ekerö Centrum.

SITE - IN CONTEXT



THE ADDITIONS

I have chosen to see the potential 
of  this site, instead of  changing 
what is already there, the am-
bition is to extract and enhance 
the existing qualities. Making 
the park an entrypoint to what 
life is about on the Mälarö is-
lands, the contact with nature, 
living from the land while at the 
same time having that proximi-
ty to Stockholm and the rest of  
Mälardalen. 
My thesis project revolves 
around elevating this site into a 
more actively used place, invi-
ting both the people of  Ekerö 
and visitors arriving from all 
around Stockholm. 

This will be done by adding new 
gestures to the site, enabling be-
ing in the park in multiple ways 
and various times of  the day and 
year. This will create an increa-
sed movement through the site, 
making it feel more inviting and 
available. 
I have looked at three different 
points spread out in the park 
that has sparked my interest. 

LINDÖ



The first is what can be viewed 
as an entry point both to the 
park itself  and Ekerö, the station 
for the commuter boat that goes 
between Ekerö Centrum and 
Stockholm City. The problem 
with this site today is mainly the 
lack of  weather protection, I 
also needed to consider the noise 
from the bridge and its peculiar 
placement close to an apartment 
building.
My suggestion consists of  a 
waiting hall making room for 
around 30 people indoor and 
30 more on the platform embra-
cing the building. It’s a wooden 
structure that partly makes use 
of  the current stone chest jetty 
where the boat docks today, and 
partly lands on wooden poles. 
These are poled thorugh a thick 
silt bottom sediment until they 
hit the bedrock at between 6 to 
8 m under water.
The interior hall turns with lar-
ge bay windows toward the east, 
where the boat comes in and to 
the north facing the fields. It has 
a warm, wooden interior reflec-
ted on the exterior but there in 
its painted form. 
The exterior has a canopy han-
ging over platform seating facing 
the direction of  the evening sun 
and hopefully the new park. The 
canopy creates a visual border 
between the commuters and the 
families living in the building 
next to it, without entirely clo-
sing out the view.

There is no plan to move the 
station and it’s location makes 
sense considering the proximity 
to the bus station. What the mu-
nicipality have planned on the 
other hand is to place a 7 stories 
high building next to the bridge 
and make parking lot next to the 
station into a pocket park, I have 

chosen to adapt to the munici-
pal plans and suggest a structure 
that will work with both these 
plans and the current situation.

THE BOAT STATION BOAT STATION PLAN (SCALE IN ORIGINAL DRAWING 1:50)



BOAT STATION ELEVATION SOUTH 1:50



BOAT STATION ELEVATION WEST 1:50



BOAT STATION ELEVATION NORTH 1:50



BOAT STATION ELEVATION EAST 1:50



BOAT STATION ELEVATION DETAIL (SCALE INORIGINAL DRAWING 1:5) BOAT STATION AXONOMETRIC

FACADE
-Wooden planks, painted w. line seed-oil 
color
- Plannja sheet metal, painted
- Aluminum window frame, painted

NEW POLE JETTY DECK
- Organowood cladding
- Nail battens 145 mm

OLD STONE CHEST JETTY
- Telephone poles 250 mm



BOAT STATION PERSPECTIVE BOAT STATION MODEL PHOTO (MODEL SCALE 1:30)



The second addition is the Mar-
ketplace, this is what I call the 
furniture I suggest for the guest 
harbor. Most days this part of  
the park will be used as seating 
for people admiring the view, but 
I also want to provide a space in 
which local producers can come 
to display their crops and pro-
ducts sourced from the Mälarö 
islands agricultural lands. The 
built structure offers benches, 
and stools that can be pulled out 
from underneath the structrue 
so that it creates a dinner table 
for picnics, chess games, out-
door teaching or anything else 
that would require a table. The-
se benches and stools can also 
be used during farmers, or flea 
markets to display products. 
The market stands on a conti-
nuation of  the existing wooden 
deck of  the guest harbor and 
ends towards the lawn with mi-
ni-alotments that can be rented 
by for example kindergartens, 
schools and the people living 
next to the park. This is, too, a 
painted wooden structure, stan-
ding on a low metal sheet sockle. 
The canopy above has wooden 
laths that is placed with a distan-
ce so that it protects from rain 
but can let the sun through when 
it stands low.

THE MARKET PLACE MARKET PLACE PLAN (SCALE IN ORIGINAL DRAWING 1:50)



MARKET PLACE ELEVATION NORTH (SCALE IN ORIGINAL DRAWING 1:50)



MARKET PLACE ELEVATION NORTH (SCALE IN ORIGINAL DRAWING 1:50)



MARKET PLACE SECTION (SCALE IN ORIGINAL DRAWING 1:50)



MARKETPLACE TECHNICAL DETAIL (SCALE IN ORIGINAL DRAWING 1:10) MARKETPLACE PERSPECTIVE



MARKETPLACE AXONOMETRIC 



MARKETPLACE MODEL PHOTO (MODEL SCALE 1:30)



The third addition is the public 
Sauna. It is located in the eas-
tern end of  the park and consists 
of  a small building standing on 
poles in the canal. It’s reached by 
a short footbridge from the new 
brick path meandering through 
the park connecting the boat sta-
tion, the market and the sauna.
The building houses a small 
hallway with a restroom, a turn 
around the corner reveals the 
changing room fitting six vis-
itors. Next to it is the showers 
with a screen wall giving them 
some privacy. This is also the 
room from which the visito-
rs can reach the jetty to take a 
dip in the canal. The last room 
from the entrance houses the 
sauna as it turns away from the 
town center and park. Facing the 
views of  the canal opening up to 
lake Mälaren, and the reeds and 
fields of  the opposite shoreline. 
The sauna is heated by a wooden 
furnace, and the logs of  wood 
powering it is stacked by the en-
trance provides a living element 
to the simple southern facade, 
the logs and entrance is protec-
ted by a similar canopy that can 
be found in the boat station and 
the market, the entire building 
is also a wooden structure, with 
metal sheet details and painted 
in the same color as the previous 
additions.

A sauna can be used all year 
round and at any hour, it is a 
place where strangers can meet 
and friends and family can go 
together. 

THE SAUNA

Together these three built 
structures will create a series of  
pavilions, tied together through 
their architectural language 
and a path leading the visitor 
through the park. Elevating the 
park to become a destination, 
physically inviting people to stop 
by for a while.

SAUNA PLAN (SCALE IN ORIGINAL DRAWING 1:50)



SAUNA ELEVATION SOUTH 1:50



SAUNA ELEVATION WEST 1:50



SAUNA ELEVATION NORTH  1:50



Sauna Elevation East
1:50

SAUNA ELEVATION EAST 1:50



TECHNICAL DETAIL (SCALE INORIGINAL DRAWING 1:5) SAUNA AXONOMETRIC

WOODEN BATTEN ROOF
- Wooden laths 16x195 mm, painted
- Air gap 25 mm
- Plank 22x95 mm
- Wind stopper
- Air gap 25 mm
- Roof  beam 120x45mm cc600 mm
- Nail batten 22x45 mm
- Wooden ceiling 22x145 mm, untre-
ated

EXTERIOR WOODEN WALL
-  Wooden planking 22x95 mm, 
painted
- Nail batten 34x45 mm
- Wind cover board 9 mm
- Load bearing wall beam 120x45 mm
- Insulation 120 mm
- Nail batten 45 mm
- Insulation 45 mm
- Wooden planking 22x145 mm,  
untreated
-Window with interior wooden frame,   
untreated, and exterior metal frame, 
painted.

JETTY DECK
-  Wooden floor plank  22x95 mm
- Wooden deck 34x95 mm
- Cladding 34x95/195mm
- Nail batten 34 mm
- Beams 195x45
- Pole 150x150 mm 
poled 6-8 m, landing on rock bottom)
- Wind stopper, water resistant
- Nail batten 45 mm



SAUNA INTERIOR PERSPECTIVE SAUNA MODEL PHOTO (MODEL SCALE 1:30)



SITE MODEL (MODEL SCALE 1:500)



PARK ELEVATION NORTH (SCALE IN ORIGINAL DRAWING 1:300)



DIPLOMA DAY PRESENTATION LAYOUT


