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Abstract

Urban planning and transportation planning through an integrated process?
On perspectives and communicative processes in urban development

During the last couple of years the need for a better coordination of urban
and transportation planning in Sweden has been highlighted at several
occasions. In response to this need, the project “The Attractive City” (Den Goda
Staden) has been initiated, emphasizing collaboration and communicative
processes between actors involved in urban and transportation planning as
a means to enhance the potential for an integrated planning. In this study
the discussions taking place under the umbrella of The Attractive City are
examined in order to illuminate the circumstances enhancing or obstructing
the potential for integrated planning processes. The aim is to contribute to
the knowledge of the conditions for an integrated planning of transportation
systems and cities based on dialogue and collaboration. Through three case
studies central challenges for cross-sectoral coordination are identified and
used as a basis for a discussion on the potential for consensus based planning
processes.

It is concluded that much of the discussions in The Attractive City take
a starting point in the ambition for planning to be holistic, an ambition
associated with the risk of shadowing a range of underlying tensions between
different perspectives among actors involved in the planning processes. The
influence of these differences in perspectives on the potential for coordination
of parallel planning activities is discussed. With reference to communicative
planning theory and the experiences from The Attractive City, it is argued that
communicative processes can play a role in sharpening the awareness about
the procedural problems that need to be addressed in a planning process.
Although consensus, in terms of agreement on solutions, may well be the
result of communicative processes, increased understanding of different
actors’ motives and conditions to act is seen as the main benefit from this
kind of communicative processes, creating a resource to draw upon in future
situations.
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