
STRATEGIES

Public:
obviously public space
transitional open space
avtivity specifi c open space
private appears as public

Private:
Communal private space
Private individualspace
Private transitional space

Buidings:
Public buildings
Residential buildings

Routes:
enhanced primary route
enhanced secondary route 
existing primary route
existing secondary route

Active:
new activity
new building
activated building

Inactive:
inactive area
underused transit area

ROUTES
The current routes through the estate 
are hard to follow for a stranger and of-
ten ineffi cient for the resident. The pro-
posal introduces a new entrance build-
ing with access to the lower level (to the 
proposed offi ces and leisure centre), a 
clear east-west passage and a slower 
way of moving in the more private ar-
eas. 

PRIVACY 
AND PUBLICITY
The existing estate is all public in the 
sense that it is publicly accessible. 
However this does not mean all open 
space is perceived as public or private.  
Public space can be occupied in a way 
that gives off the feeling of ownership 
and indirectly asks a stranger to leave; 
an unused public tennis court with few 
signs can be suspected of being private. 
It is proposed to make these nuances 
distinct and undoubted.  

ACTIVITY
Most of the public space at the Golden 
Lane Estate is rarely used for anything 
other than transit. The public buildings 
are underused and the garages are 
not fi lled with cars. Adding a couple of 
smaller key buildings as well as activat-
ing underused spaces and places is the 
start for an activated integrated estate. 

EXISTING MOVEMENT THROUGH THE ESTATE NEW MAIN ROUTES

EXISTING PERCIEVED PRIVACY/PUBLICITY NEW PERCIEVED PRIVACY/PUBLICITY

EXISTING INACTIVE AND UNUSED SPACE NEW ACTIVITIES

GOLDEN LANE ESTATE
-A REAL PART OF THE CITY

Pub: The Shakespeare

City Hardware
Coffee Aroma
Optician
Costcutter (groceries)
Gallery
Original Bagel Bakery
City Clean (dry cleaning)
The Barbican Fruiterers
Clifford Hairdressing (men)
Hair Salon (women)
Wine
Barbican News
Pharmacy
People’s Choice

Golden Lane 
Leisure centre:
Swimming | Tennis 
Netball 
Badminton 
Table Tennis

Community Centre

120 two-room fl ats 
on 15 fl oors

Estate offi ce
hobby rooms 
laundry rooms

104 two-bedroom maisonettes
28 three-bedroom maisonettes 

8 one-room fl ats
8 two-room fl ats
2 four-room fl ats

MY INTENTIONS
This thesis proposes changes to the Golden 
Lane Estate in central London to integrate 
the public spaces within the estate with the 
surrounding city.

The Golden Lane Estate is a modernist 
housing complex consisting of nine resi-
dential buildings with 564 fl ats. It was built 
as a council house project in 1952-1962 to 
satisfy the housing need after the Second 
World War.

Current observations show that the public 
spaces at the Golden Lane Estate are most-
ly empty and spread over different levels 
increasing the spatial separation. Residents 
use the large open spaces for transit to or 
from their fl ats and visitors are rarely attract-
ed. The modernist layout, where few people 
share space in front of the entrances to their 
fl ats, have affected the perceived ownership 
of public space at Golden Lane. It is neither 
perceived as private nor fully public.  

I have assumed that the residential build-
ings should stay intact. They are architec-
turally and historically valuable and serve 
their purpose well. The fl ats are popular 
and the estate was listed in 1992. 

The Golden Lane Leisure Centre is situat-
ed in the middle of the estate. In the listing 
record it is described as a chief example of 
the architects’ belief that a housing devel-
opment should not just be a collection of 
fl ats but a real part of the city; it provides 
welcome facilities for those who live out-
side the estate as well as for residents.

By reviving the Leisure Centre and turn-
ing unused garages into offi ces the two 
western public spaces are activated and 
restructured to be attractive to residents 
and visitors again. The revenue from the 
commercial spaces can help fi nance an 
upgrade of the eastern public spaces to 

EXISTING VISIBILITY OF POINTS

high visibility 

low visibility

VISIBILITY
The three additions to the Golden Lane 
Leisure Centre improve the situation. 
Yard 2 becomes more private and the 
addition to yard 4 is positioned in a light 
grey area - a good position for an en-
trance.

ADDED ENTRANCE BUILDINGS ARE MORE VISIBLE
be a calm oasis where residents can 
realise their gardening dreams or of-
fi ce workers have their lunch. Today’s 
Golden Lane Estate can become a 
real part of the city with four attrac-

EXISTING VISIBILITY THE SPORT CENTRE VISIBILITY WITH ADDITIONS

The sport entre from above
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NEW CAFÉ

NEW CANOPY

NEW ENTRANCE



NEW GOLDEN LANE ESTATE

1:500

overlapping activities nad programmes

residents’ meeting point

 YARD 2:
THE GARDEN

 YARD 3
THE COMMUNITY PARK

activities for young and old

THE GARDENING 
GROUP

MORE GARDEN SPACE!

SENIORS

MORE DAYTIME 
ACTIVITIES, PARTIES 
AND  MEETINGS

 YARD 1:
THE SPORT PLAZA

SELF-EMPLOYED

CREATE OFFICES AND 
WORK SHOPS ON THE 
ESTATE 

YARD 4:
GOLDEN LANE SQUARE

CITY OF LONDON

NEW OFFICE SPACE 
AND MORE REVENUE!
AND A BETTER 
INTEGRATED CITY!

one entrance - one meeting place
guided by light

SQUASH

CAFÉ

RECEPTION

MULTISPORT
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YARD 4:
GOLDEN LANE SQUARE
This is the only yard that opens up towards the street. It is 
the natural place for an open space with the main entrance 
to the Sport Centre and the new offi ces. The formerly dark 
yard is now lit by the large lamps in light-wells connecting 
the square with the offi ce space below as well as the glow of 
the entrance building.

 YARD 1:
THE SPORT PLAZA
This quiet yard is turned into a lively plaza. The sport centre 
is revitalized with a new entrance and changing rooms, a 
new squash court and a multi sport court in the middle of the 
plaza. The empty garage space that previously fl anked the 
yard is converted into offi ces with rentable desks and work-
shops. These have entrances directly from the plaza that is 
the natural place to have a break or a spontaneous game of 
basketball. The upper level is connected with a staircase that 
can also be used as terraced seating to watch a game and 
enjoy the sun.  At the top of the staircase is a café connect-
ing to the east-west route out of the estate.

YARD 3:THE 
COMMUNITY PARK
Offering a tranquil park for daytime activities and for old and 
young to meet. The community centre gets direct access to 
the park and a new canopy makes outdoor activities easier 
even when the weather is unstable.   

YARD 2:
THE GARDEN
Golden Lane Estate has many very active residents. Among 
these is the Gardening Group, with the “Edible Golden Lane” 
project. They want to expand their activities. A lawn used by 
few is turned into allotment gardens with a meeting place in 
the middle and a room for garden tools under the squash 
court. The bastion becomes a green room, looking out over 
the garden.  
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THE GOLDEN LANE SQUARE 1:100

THE GARDEN 1:100



THE COMUNITY PARK 1:100

THE SPORT PLAZA 1:100



THE GOLDEN LANE SQUARE THE SPORT PLAZA
SECTION C-C NORTH-SOUTH 1:400

SECTION A-A EAST-WEST 1:400THE GARDEN



SECTION B-B EAST-WEST 1:400THE COMUNITY PARK 1:100

SECTION C-D NORTH-SOUTH 1:400



HOUSES OF 
PARLIAMENT

TOWER OF 
LONDON

TATE
MODERN

RIVER THAMES

GOLDEN LANE 
ESTATE

CONTEXT

2000 201019901980197019601950194019301920

Buildng destroyed in the Blitz in 1940-41 The street grid remained roughly the same New buildings were built on the cleared sites 

1923 
Verse Une Architecture is 
published and the modernist 
style is manifested

1940-41 
The City is heavily damaged during 
the London Blitz. The Golden Lane 
Estate site is marked

ca 1950 
The Golden Lane Competi-
tion is announced. A woman 
working at the stock ex-
change is decribed as the 
ideal tenant.

1997 
Golden Lane Estate gains status as a Listed building of 
grade II and II*. This means the buildings are of special 
architectural or historic interest. They are protected and 
consent is needed to alter the buildings. 

II 

II* 

1961
The second phase is 
complete

1952 
The competition is won by the 
architects Chamberlin, Powell 
and Bon

1957 
The fi rst phase, consisting of the 
eastern part, is complete and the 
plans are published in Architec-
tural Review 

2011
Popular fl ats and 
underused public 

spaces. 

What to do?

THE CITY 
OF LONDON

RIVER 
THAMES

THE CITY OF LONDON

Golden Lane Estate is located in the City of London 
close to the northern border with Islington. The City 
is known as a global fi nancial centre. It is dominated 
by offi ces and run according to a different system 
from the other London boroughs: it is a company 
democracy where both inhabitants and companies 
based in the area are entitled to vote in the local 
elections.  

GREATER LONDON

Greater London consists of 32 boroughs and the 
autonomous City of London. It has a population of 
7.7 million. 

Many of the modernist projects were built as coucil 
housing after the Second Word War. The bombing 
cleared space for larger complexes than would otherwise 
have been possible in the centre of London.  

RIVER THAMES

RIVER THAMES



THE EXISTING ESTATE
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pool
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UNUSED GARAGE SPACE

UNVIABLE LEISURE CENTRE

EMPTY TENNIS COURTS

THE YARD HAS A FENCE IN THE MIDDLE

THE BASTION IS CLOSED UNUSED BALL GAME COURT

THE POND

THE COMMUNITY CENTRE

ENTRANCE FROM GOLDEN LANE

THE EMPTY SQUARE AND THE FAR END OF THE 
LEISURE CENTER

STAIRCASE  TO THE TENNIS COURTS THE LIGHT-WELLS TO THE GARAGE

NO CARSNO CARS
HIDDENHIDDEN

NO PLAYERSNO PLAYERS

DIVIDEDDIVIDED
LOCKEDLOCKED BALL PITBALL PIT

FEW MEETINGSFEW MEETINGS

QUIETQUIET SHELTEREDSHELTERED

UNIIVITINGUNIIVITING HIDDEN ENTRANCEHIDDEN ENTRANCE EMPTY GARAGEEMPTY GARAGE

B

A

A

A

1:500

 YARD 1

 YARD 2

 YARD 3

 YARD 4

D

D

LEVEL -1  1:500



 PROGRAMME ANALYSIS

MONOFUNCTIONAL

Despite the architects’ good intentions, the Golden Lane Estate 
suffers from mono-functionality. The only active functions accessed 
via the yards are the residential buildings. This briefl y activates the 
public spaces with transit movement in the morning and early eve-
ning. By adding to and diversifying the programme of the estate, 
the public spaces will fi ll specifi c functions and connect with the 
surrounding city. 

MIXED USE - ADDED PROGRAMME

Successful parts of cities are very rarely mono-functional. Mixed 
use is needed for lively public spaces throughout the day. This also 
brings continuous natural surveillance that is a part of being safe 
and feeling secure.  
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PRESENT

24h
ACTIVITY

CYCLE

IDEAS/
PROJECTS

BENEFITS

Public green open space
Private green open space
Water

Train station

Metro station

Primary/Secondary school

Gymnasium

Football

Swimming

Tennis

Lunching

Drinking

Chilling

Cementary

Playground

Small-scale offi ces and workshops
The City of London is predominantly focused on attract-
ing companies. The price per offi ce square metre is 
amongst the highest in the world. This has lead to many 
large scale offi ce developments in this area.   
Adding small-scale offi ces and workshops, rented ei-
ther per unit or desk, to the Golden Lane Estate would 
give smaller start-up companies a chance to establish 
themselves. It would also activate the Golden Lane Es-
tate during the day as well as fi nance an upgrade of the 
public spaces.

Reviving Golden Lane Leisure Centre
The Leisure Centre often has about three guests per 
hour and two employees. Mapping of the neighbouring 
sport centres shows plenty of gyms, but few possibili-
ties for racquet sport. The addition of a squash court 
refl ects the interest in the sport and lack of courts in 
the area.  
Turning the tennis court into a multisport court opens 
up for many different sports as well as more informal 
activities initiated by the offi ce tenants and residents.  

The allotment garden and café
Allotment gardens of varying size are offered to resi-
dents who have an interest in gardening. A café is 
added to invite visitors and residents to enjoy yard 4. 
It provides a possibility to watch the sporting events at 
a safe distance as well as a possibility for the owner 
of the allotment garden to sell any surplus. 
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WELCOME MORE PUBLIC 
ACTIVITIES INSIDE THE 
ESTATE - DO NOT WANT 
TO FEEL LIKE AN 
INTRUDER

WOULD SPEND MONEY

VISUALLY INTERESTING 
AND CLEAR PATHS 
THROUGH THE ESTATE

INCREASED MOVEMENT 
THROGH THE ESTATE

AN INCREASED VALUE  
OF THE PROPERTIES IS 
ASSOCIATED WITH A 
MORE ATTRACTIVE 
ESTATE

ATTRACTIVE COUNCIIL 
HOUSING WOULD MAKE 
THE CITY AN EXAMPLE 
FOR OTHER MUNICIPALI-
TIES

AIMS TO CREATE A MORE
DIVERSE AND ATTRACTIVE 
CITYWANT A BETTER LIVING 

ENVIRONMENT

INCREASED ACTIVITY

THE GARDENING 
GROUP

Initiators of the project 
“Edible Golden Lane” 

Looking for opportunities to 
start allotment gardens on 
the estate

Encouraging resident to 
grow edible plants on the 
their balconies

PARENTS WITH YOUNG 
CHILDREN

Dislike the “play pit”

Wished London was 
friendlier towards child

Looking for stimulating, 
easy activities for their 
offspring – all the better if it 
can be combined with a 
BBQ or a cup of coffee

SINGLES AND YOUNG 
COUPLES

Mostly found in Great 
Arthur House

Easily moves outside the 
estate, but still long for café 
or pub even closer to home

Would use the leisure 
centre more if it was 
cleaner

SELF EMPLYERS

Constantly hunting for new 
a office or studio

Would like to combine 
working and living facilities 
since it gives more 
financial flexibility

ATHLETES AND OTHER 
PEOPLE EXERCISING

Would come from the 
whole of the City if the offer 
was wider and the facilities 
up to date

Do often not know about 
the Golden Lane Leisure 
centre

To offer squash would be 
essential

SENIORS

Likes the small shops 
around the corner of the 
estate

Appreciate peace and 
quiet, but also long for 
more company

Hope for a club room 
where lunch could be 
served

THE EVENT ORGANISER

Organised several markets 
inside Golden Lane Estate 
this September

Cooperates with the local 
galleries and the London 
Architecture festival

Appreciate the local 
initiatives and open, 
flexible places

TOURISTS

Attracted by the 
exceptional architecture

Happen to pass by and 
could b drawn in by a park 
or a café

STROLLER

Always looking for a new 
route

Like long weekend walk or 
daily walks with the dog

RETAILER

Established on Glerkenwell 
Road for many years

Would like more costumers

PRIVATE FLAT OWNER

Counting on the increased 
value of the flat within the 
next years

Enjoy living here, but is 
could move elsewhere

CITY OF LONDON

Owns the majority of the 
flats on the estate

Would like the esate to 
benefit the whole borrough

PROPERTY OWNERS

VISITORS

RESIDENTS AND WORKERS

MAKE THE LEISURE 
CENTRE AND SPORT A 
VISUAL ELEMENT FROM 
OUTSIDE OF THE ESTATE

CREATE OFFICES ON THE
ESTATE AND WORK-LIVE 
SPACE

A BETTER ROOM FOR
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES, 
PARTIES OR  MEETINGS

MORE GARDEN SPACE 
AND A GREENHOUSE

COURT YARDS A RE 
CREATED TO INSPIRE  TO 
OUTDOOR PLAY

IDEAS/
PROJECTS

BENEFITS

MORE ATTRACTIVE 
YARDS FOR RESIDENTS 
AND VISITORS

HEALTH BENEFITS

THE SQUARE IS ACTIVE 
AND SECURE

REVENUE FROM CAFÉ 
FOR PROPERTY OWNER

MORE ACTIVITY DURING 
THE DAY

INCREASED EFFICIENCY 
OF EXISTING FACILITIES 
RESULTING IN A MORE 
PROFITABEL LEISURE 
CENTRE

HEALTH BENEFITS

MORE ACTIVITY DURING 
THE DAY

MAKING IT ATTRACTIVE TO 
OPEN UP TOWARDS THE 
TENNIS COURTS

EMPLYOEES WOULD 
HAVE A NICER BREAK 
AREAS

YET ANOTHER 
POSSIBILITY FOR THE 
PUBLIC TO VIEW THE 
LEISURE CENTRE

POSSIBILITY FOR 
OUTDOOR COSTOMER 
SERVICE WITHOUT THE 
DISTURBANCE OF 
NOISY TRAFFIC

A MORE VISITED 
LEISURE CENTRE IS A 
MORE PROFITABLE 
LEISURE CENTRE

ACTIVITY CYCLE IF THE RESIDENTS’ 
WISHES WOULDS COME TRUE

THE GARDENING 
GROUP

Initiators of the project 
“Edible Golden Lane” 

Looking for opportunities to 
start allotment gardens on 
the estate

Encouraging residents to 
grow edible plants on their 
balconies

PARENTS WITH YOUNG 
CHILDREN

Dislike the “play pit”

Wish London was friendlier 
towards child

Looking for stimulating, 
easy activities for their 
children – all the better if it 
can be combined with a 
BBQ or a cup of coffee

SELF EMPLOYED

Constantly hunting for a 
new office or studio

Would like to combine 
working and living facilities 
since it gives more 
financial flexibility

ATHLETES AND OTHER 
PEOPLE EXERCISING

Would come from the 
whole of the City if the offer 
was wider and the facilities 
up to date

Often do not know about 
the Golden Lane Leisure 
centre

To offer squash would be 
essential

SENIORS

Like the small shops 
around the corner of the 
estate

Appreciate peace and 
quiet, but also long for 
more company

Hope for a club room 
where lunch could be 
served

THE EVENT ORGANISER

Organised several markets 
inside Golden Lane Estate 
this September

Cooperates with the local 
galleries and the London 
Architecture festival

Appreciate the local 
initiatives and open, 
flexible places

TOURISTS

Attracted by the 
exceptional architecture

Happen to pass by and 
could be drawn in by a 
park or a café

STROLLER

Always looking for a new 
route

Like long weekend walk or 
daily walks with the dog

RETAILER

Established on Glerkenwell 
Road for many years

Would like more customers

SINGLES AND YOUNG 
COUPLES

Mostly found in Great 
Arthur House

Easily move outside the 
estate, but still long for café 
or pub even closer to home

Would use the leisure 
centre more if it was 
cleaner

PRIVATE FLAT OWNERS

Counting on the increased 
value of the flat within the 
next years

Enjoy living here, but could 
move elsewhere

CITY OF LONDON

Owns the majority of the 
flats on the estate

Would like the estate to 
benefit the whole City

PUBLIC SQUARE IS 
TURNED TRULY PUBLIC 
AND INVITES ALL KINDS 
OF PLANNED AND 
SPONTANEOUS ACTIVITIES

INCREASED EFFICIENCY 
OF EXISTING FACILITIES 
RESULTING IN A MORE 
PROFITABLE LEISURE 
CENTRE

POSSIBILITY FOR 
OUTDOOR CUSTOMER 
SERVICE WITHOUT THE 
DISTURBANCE OF 
NOISY TRAFFIC

MORE SECURE BIKE 
PARKING FOR MORE 
CONVENIENT QUICK RIDES

A CAFÉ WITH OUTDOOR 
FACILITIES IS OPENED 
NEXT TO NEXT TO THE 
SHAKESPEARE PUB

a new


