
Spatial fluidity and continuity has been the main concept to keep a dialogue be-
tween the visitor and the building. As the building will be a part of a large public 
space it’s been important to continue the public atmosphere inside the building.

The large volume fit together with the stretched out piers to form a design 
that creates a continuum of fluid space that instigates a renewed sense of 
possibility. The inviting openings of the large volume are pushed all the way 
through the building to connect with the outside. These cuts communicates 
diagonally and exposes the curvilinear green interior as a continuance of the 
landscaped surroundings. This is important for creating a dialogue between the 
visitor and the building. The large openings gives the massive volume a lighter 
impression and expresses the depth of the volume. 
The atrium internal void opens up to the roof, thus animating the green roof 
and creating a circulating movement. The greenery of the atrium keeps an out-
door summer atmosphere all year around and creates a protecting microclimate 
interior space. 

A curve that exposes the atrium 
space generates a transition between 
the green interior and the city. It 
creates a welcoming and inviting ges-
ture towards the visitor.

To follow a direction and continue the 
pathway along the waterline and also 
make an entrance plaza the volume 
curves towards the water.

Large curved openings add direction and 
fluidity in the visual contact with the 
interior. They also work as a smooth 
and more seamless transition between 
the outdoor and indoor.

The green continuity works both 
visually and physically. The green 
atrium can be viewed through the large 
openings and the green roof  is 
terraced towards the park. The volume 
also follows the movement along the 
waterline.

Volume
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Pedestrian flow                            

Water flow                         

Green areas                         

Pedestrian flow, Water and Green areas                        

It has been important to create a fluidity in the relationship ground - building - water. To articulate contours and create pathways to lead the people in 
to the building I have been using a technique that creates a surface with veins that can be deformed in multiple ways. The surface is very flexible and can 
be streched to achieve a satisfying result of contours and disappearance of contours. The technique is also very helpful in the transition between ground - 
building - water.

Geometry                       

History - Västervik

Västervik was first mentioned in 1275. The town was then 
located at the current location of Gamleby. In 1433 Eric of 
Pomerania decided to move it to its current strategically
important location, close to the castle of Stegeholm. The 
ruins of the castle of Stegeholm are located on the island 
of Slottsholmen, which is centrually located within the city 
of Västervik. Slottsholmen is an important link to the close 
coastal area.

In the ensuing centuries Västervik suffered attacks from 
hostile armies. It was more or less completely destroyed five 
times between 1450 and 1677. Despite this, king Gustav Vasa 
established a ship industry here in the 16th century, from which 
ships sailed to Germany and the Baltic countries, and from the 
17th century they sailed to Portugal too. In the 18th century 
a long period of peace allowed the ship industry to expand, 
increasing the ship routes down to the Mediterranean Sea.

Siteplan 1:5000   

Building History, Slottsholmen
Since the middle of 14th century the area has had several buildings at dif-
ferent times, mainly inside and around the castle ruins of Stegeholm. The land 
on Slottsholmen was given to the town of Västervik in 1883. A committee for 
“keeping Västervik beautiful” wanted to turn the Slottholmen area into a park, a 
perfect escape for warm summer days. The town of Västervik agreed in favour of  
the committee and the park was finished a few years later.  
As an addition to the park, a summer restaurant was built in 1891. The wood pa-
vilion became a popular spot for summer activities. It was refurbished and added 
to several times, but it finally burned down in a violent fire.
To replace the wood pavilion the existing restaurant and dance club called 
Slottsholmen was built in 1952. It has cultural and historical values as a part 
of the modern buildings of the 1950:s in Västervik. It is a result of an architect 
competition that was won by the architect, Gösta Åbergh. The building, despite 
its cultural and historical value has been very criticized. Mainly the esthetics of 
the building has been an issue for discussion and also the use and function. Most 
people are of the opinion that a building with such an important landmark position 
should offer more. During the last decade the building has been neglected and not 
cared for, which has led to worsen the quality of the building so much that it has 
to be demolished. 

Slottsholmen before the fire in 1950

Stegeholms castle ruins with its strategic placing in the mouth of Gamlebyviken.

Slottsholmen today, history, 
culture, recreation

Surroundings of Slottsholmen: The guest port of Västervik is 
frequently visited by boat tourists during summer. Arriving by 
boat, the new building complex will be the first to spot, it will 
contribute to more tourist arrivals.  

The town of Västervik, is centrally situated in the beautiful 
archipelago of Tjust, which has 5000 islands and a beautiful 
coastline. It has been voted to be one of the most beautiful 
archipelago’s in Sweden. The pictouresque and loved town yearly 
recieves about 1 miljon visitors. Most of the visitors come during 
summer to enjoy boating, shopping and dining.

Visfestivalen. Strongly connected to the site is the cultural 
event, Visfestivalen, which is a festival of songs that take place in 
Västervik every year in July. It is a nationally known festival that 
is important for bringing tourists to the town of Västervik. The 
festival is held inside the ruins of the old castle of Stegeholm.
Apart from the castle ruins the “Slottsholmen building” is the only 
important building on the island. It used to be a very popular 
restaurant and dance club, but today it is empty and not very 
inviting despite its location.

Stäkeholms castle, built 1360. 
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Nya Slottsholmen, Västervik

“Nya Slottsholmen” will change the image of Västervik and contrib-
ute to its name “The Pearl of the east coast”. A combination of 
history, architectural design performance and ecological thinking will 
make this building a new landmark for the town of Västervik. 

Design Principles:
The focus of this thesis has been to investigate how ecology 
and fluid formations will inform the design process to generate 
spatial fluidity and continuity capable of affecting and respond-
ing dynamically to its users and environment. The pedestrian 
flow, a “green” continuity and a seamless dialogue with the water 
have been the main elements considered in the generation of the 
complex curvilinear geometries. Natural energy resources, such 
as seawater, wind and sunlight together with renewable energy 
techniques have been investigated in its relation to architectural 
design performance. Ecology and spatial fluidity will inform the 
building and everyone using it. The strong historical and cultural 
values of the site and its surroundings have also been consid-
ered in the project. 

The proposal is a new resort complex at Slottsholmen, Västervik. 
The new building will offer commercial activities, such as shops and 
restaurants/cafés and will also be able to host conferences and 
cultural events. It is going to have a vacation resort function as 
an apartment hotel and spa. It will be a new meeting spot and an 
exciting and informative place. The complex will be easy accessible 
by boat, by car or by walking.
 

The existing building on the site was built in 1952, due to its poor 
conditions it is going to be demolished. The building has been a 
target for discussion in the town of Västervik because of its his-
torical and cultural values. In a small municipality as the town of 
Västervik it is important to welcome visionary projects and private 
investing to strengthen the Västervik town brand. This is why they 
welcome this project as an investment for the future that will be 
of great importance for the town of Västervik. 

Slottsholmen in the 17th century, before it was made a park.

Town center   

Development area  

Park areas
Two islands function as the only 
link between the south and north 
side of Gamlebyviken within an area 
of 25 km. The islands are an impor-
tant connection for the citizens of 
Västervik and also form a part of a 
promenade and recreation area. The 
new building and piers will work as 
a large public space. It’s been im-
portant to keep a fluidity between 
the city, the building, the parks and 
the water. The green atrium and 
roof makes a fluid transition and 
continuance of the park. The piers  
have a seamless dialogue with the 
water as a wave wall. 

Apartment Hotel
Approx. 6000 m²

Services/ Additional spaces
Approx. 2000 m²

Circulation - Entrances

Main Entrance

Program 
The new building will be a combination of an apartment hotel and commercial/service spaces. The complex will have the character of a resort with a variation of activities, for example hosting conferences, and cultural events. The intention has been to create flexible spaces that can be used in 
multiple ways during summer and winter. The entrance floor will be of a more “open” character and form part of a promenade that will surround the building. The new deck and landscaped waterfront with artificial beaches will also host an outdoor restaurant/café and possibilities for activities 
during summer. The new piers have boat parkings for both residents and guests. Shops, a restaurant and a spa is part of the pier structure to strengthen the fluid transition between the building and the water.

Existing building at Slottsholmen today

Ship industry.

Slottsholmen in the beginning of the 20th century

1 2
Construction

The construction solution is a base that consists of cast on-site reinforced concrete and departing load bearing walls and slabs. The metal mesh façade is held up by a steel frame.

Reinforced concrete base and steel frame. Steel frame and slabs.

Steel frame with slabs and load bearing walls. Metal mesh façade
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Entrance floor/Pier Recreation area, scale 1:200                       

Plan 1st floor, scale 1:200
 

Plan 2nd floor, scale 1:200
 

Plan 3rd floor, scale 1:200
 

Plan 4th floor, scale 1:200
 

Plan 5th floor, scale 1:200
 

Plan 6th floor, scale 1:200
 

Plan 7th floor, scale 1:200
 

Topview, scale 1:200
 

Interior perspective view, atrium, entrance floor.                      
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Winter sun 15°  

Summer sun 60° 

Green atrium - Hydroponics
For a comfortable and more stable indoor climate the atrium has a hydroponic 
system that will grow on a metal mesh wall. Hydroponics is a method of grow-
ing plants using mineral nutrient solutions, without soil. Terrestrial plants may be 
grown with their roots in the mineral nutrient solution only or in an inert medium, 
such as perlite, gravel, or mineral wool. Plants will only receive what you give 
them; therefore it’s possible to regulate the pH, nutrients, nutrient strength, 
water amount, and light amount.

Seawater Heating and Cooling
The building takes advantage of available deep cold seawater as an effective 
and environmental friendly solution for cooling and heating the building. The cold 
water is collected at 24 to 30 meters depth, a water pump then transports the 
water to the cooling or heating system of the building. When the outdoor tem-
perature is higher than 17 degrees Celsius the cooling system is working to give 
a more comfortable indoor temperature in the public areas. As the water holds 
a temperature of 7-8 degrees Celsius during summer a direct cooling is possible. 
During winter the water is used to heat the building. It is transported to the 
heat exchanger in the building and then distributed throughout the system. Only 
when the weather is extremely cold extra heat is needed.

Stainless steel wire mesh façade 

The façade consists of a stainless steel wire mesh which functions as an efficient 
sun protection but also has a very high degree of transparency. It is a very good 
heat insulation and it also gives the façade visual structure and texture. The 
metal mesh also helps to achieve homogeneity and express the curvilinear volume 
geometry. To increase the flexibility of the façade it will be openable for maximum 
outdoor views.

The building also takes maximum opportunity of letting the daylight enter the 
rooms. The climate enclosure consists of a multilayered insulating glass. Sliding or 
folding glass doors will open to the balconies. The balcony will be protected for 
wind and sun by the metal mesh but will also have the possibility to open com-
pletely by sliding the mesh to the side.

Physical construction properties
Thermal insulation: When the sun is high, the mesh screens the sun completely. 
Total solar energy transmittance is very low, the mesh and insulating glass has 
values of around 7-15%. At lower elevation angles, total solar energy transmit-
tance increases. At right angles to the mesh (corresponding to an angle of eleva-
tion of 0°) it achieves the highest transmission, which is also ideal for transpar-
ency. This means seasonal solar protection for places with widely varying angles 
of incidence: solar heating contributions in the winter and thermal protection in 
the summer.
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Elevation North, scale 1:200                         Elevation South, scale 1:200                            

Section A - A, scale 1:100                       

Elevation West, scale 1:200                            Elevation West, scale 1:200                            
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