
In conventional parlance, fåfänga or vanity is 
the excessive belief in one’s own abilities or 
attractiveness to others.

The earliest documented use of the Danviks-
berget was a defensive fortification from 1650 
along with a road for canon transportation built 
by Russian prisoners in 1720, which is still vis-
ible on the eastern slope. The name “Fåfän-
gan” derives from the former wholesaler Fre-
drik Lundin who bought most of the mountain 
and built his pavilion in 1770.

The word Fåfängan was used for infertile land 
where it is futile to cultivate anything. Where 
as in Stockholm the word has a special mean-
ing and stands for a pavilion on the hill with 
sweeping views, where the owners some-
times gathered their friends for feasting. There 
were several of these kinds of “Fåfängor” in 
the Stockholm area. Such as in Sabbatsberg, 
Skinnarviksberget and Skansberget on the 
royal hunting grounds in Djurgården. After 
Lundin lost his money and fled to Norway the 
pavilion had several owners until the City took 
over in 1918. Then in the early 1990’s the pavil-
ion burned down and was rebuilt to its current 
state. 

Furthermore a timber house from around the 
18th century is located at the eastern cliff of 
Fåfängan. It has been the summer residence 
for many Stockholm families. It is one of Stock-
holm’s few half-timbered buildings and is used 
as an accommodation for the scholarship of 
Scandinavian artists and writers.

INTRODUCTION

CONTEXT

IMPRESSIONS

During the last years, there has been a vital 
discussion about the lack of apartments in 
Stockholm. But it is not only permanent resi-
dences missing. Stockholm is a popular tour-
ist destination and each year thousands of 
tourists arrives.
Unfortunately more than 1500 hotel rooms are 
missing each year (reported by the swedish 
hotel & restaurant association 2009).

The Danviksberget is located at the northeast 
tip of Södermalm. Northwest of the site you will 
find the Vikingline terminal and the Stadsgård-
sleden which elongates the rock and crosses 
the Danviks channel in the south. Whereas the 
Danviks channel connects the Vasadjupet with 
the area of Hammarbysjöstad in the south.
The approach is rather difficult as it is today. 

One has to climb narrow stairs from the west 
or approach through a tunnel in the south. 
The entire northern part is very steep and un-
approachable. Nevertheless one is rewarded 
with an amazing view to all directions.
Furthermore, a tree garden is located on the 
top plateau. Its trees have been arranged in a  
rectangular form, which stands out compaired 
to the existing urban fabric.

It took me a while to fully understand the size 
and scale of the site. It is crusual to know that 
the rock of fåfängan has two different sites to 
it.
On one hand it is urban and vibrant, with the 
traffic of Stadsgårdsleden and the Saltsjöba-
nan. The rock stands strong against this con-
stant rush.
On the other hand, it has a calm and rural 
side to it. Once you passed the tunnel in the 
south, the noise starts to fade away. One walks 
through a dense over grown passage until it 
thins out aswell and the visitor is rewarded with 
a stunning view of stockholms skyline.
Another important feature are the cruise ships. 
They contribute to the feeling, that somehow 
the whole place is blown out of proportion. 
Ships with 180m in length and more, shrinking 
fåfängans appearance temporarly (fåfängan 
streching 245m from east to west). Then re-
leasing it when they leave.

INTENSIONS

I positioned my building quite 
close to the existing tree gar-
den, along the northern cliff and 
aligned it with the existing road. 
It is a result of my investigation 
with the site and its different 
characteristics. Important for me 
was to keep a distance to the 
road and a location high enough 
to overlook the ships.
I concidered for a while to re-
place the tree garden with my 
hotel and developed several 
volumatric studies. But after a 
while i lost myself on this huge 
rock. I took away the only thing 
i could relate to and that some-
how kept me from progress. I 
decided to place the hotel next 
to the tree garden. It felt natural 
to adapt its shape to my grog-
ram. I gave it similar proportions, 
tho mine being slightly smaller 
to create a hirarchy between the 
existing and the new.
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Turn of Stadsgårdsleden in the south, follow the 
street to the channel, pass the tunnel under the street 
to enter the site in the south-east.
Or...
Climb a path in the west, leading directly to the exist-
ing tree garden and its restaurant.

A new path along the northern cliff will en-
hance the current situation. Visitors can ap-
proach the hotel away from the traffic. The 
new path will lead under the cantilever of the 
building, up to the new square.
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Program in m2

Lobby   82 
Administration 60 
Staff  97 
Seminar  120 
Kitchen  139 
Dining Area 288 
Bar  88 
Restrooms 55 

75 Rooms  
 52 single rooms
 11 double rooms
 12 suites
  4209 

Spa/Gym  
140 m2

Laundry  40 
Storage  48 
Technical space 195 
Waste  30 

Communication  2510 

Total  6748 m2


