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CONCEPT

This thesis is aimed at developing and translating the expression of 
infection into architectural fi eld; its main idea is to show how a building 
could be infected and how geometry performs the role of an infection. An 
infection of a building can be perceived through certain features of an old 
structure being superseded by elements of a new one; through creation of 
new spaces, alteration of scales and functions. The expression of infection 
could mean renovation of an old building for the purpose of revision of 
its functions and to partly maintain the original layout, geometry and 
atmosphere of a place.

INFECTION
The effect made by infection could be construed as a virus which deforms 
and reshapes geometric patterns in one point, thus altering the overall 
atmosphere and functionality of any given site. At the core of the infection 
phenomenon lies the emphasis on the intended purpose and role of the new 
structure and its consequent spreading into the depths of the old space. On 
the other hand, it refers to the perception of barely detectible difference, 
subtle change starting from details and leading the observer back to the 
center, to where the main public space zone is located. 

Tate Modern
Herzog & DeMeuron

Further additions and new structures were inserted into the 
old factory in order to adapt the space for exhibition gallery by 
juxtaposing the difference between the existing elements and the 
added ones.

The Cement Factory
Ricardo Bofi ll

The Cement Factory was to be used as architectural offi ces, archives, 
a model laboratory, and exhibition space, an apartment for him, as 
well as guest rooms and gardens.
He defi ned the space by demolishing certain structures, cleaning 
cement, exposing 
previously concealed structures and creating the landscape 
architecture by planting 
various plants.

The Palais de Tokyo
Anne Lacaton & Jean-Philippe Vassal

An art deco building reopened in 2001 after new interior 
design by french architects Anne Lacaton & Jean-Philippe 
Vassal who selected rough and ready style (concrete fl oor, 
wall and roof). New design only emphasizes the public 
areas.
  

Küppersmühle Museum
Herzog & DeMeuron

For the purpose of reuse the old factory to museum 
premises a new staircase was inserted, which visually 
merges with the existing concrete building.
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EXISTING BUILDING
The grain silos located on the pier were built later, in 1950s, and were regarded as a prominent 
achievement of industrial engineering of the 20th century. Similarly to the port warehouses, their primary 
function will become obsolete in the nearest future. The height of about 50 meters makes this building 
stand out among the others in Stockholm and it is certainly the key feature on the Frihamnen waterfront.
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