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Program

Housing

1360 m2

13 Single apartments 56 m2
10 Single / double apartments 67 m2

Public space

Restaurant 120 m2
Other private services 500 m2
Communal spaces 300 m2
office spaces 250 m2

Danviken Senior Community

Context

The site is located in Nacka, right outside of Stockholm. Central Stockholm is just 10 minutes away 
by bus, however the site seems a bit remote mainly because of the topography of the site that creates 
a gap between the site and its surroundings. However urban the surrounding housing areas seem, 
the sloping terrain and the closeness of water make this spot seem like countryside.
The road leading to the site ends less than a kilometer away, therefore traffic passing by is minimal, 
mainly limited to the tenants of the senior housing block at the end of the road.

The main characteristics of the site are the large silhouette of Danvikshem overlooking the site and 
the closeness of water. One of the most important waterways into Stockholm passes right by. There 
are stories of royal vessels stopping to greet the king in front of Danvikshem, mistaking it for the 
king’s castle. 

The dramatic slope of the terrain makes the north facing even more severe. Lack of sunlight is evi-
dent, but the amazing view makes up for it. Danvikshem casts a long shadow on the already shaded 
site. During the warmer months however there is sunlight by the water and morning and evening 
sun hits even the higher parts of the site.

Besides the many services of Danvikshem, there are not many services and activities in the area. 
Considering there will be several housing project in development in the closeby Nacka areas, the 
services i suggest in my project would also accomodate a larger area.

Housing

Industrial / Offices

Public

Boat house

Danvikshem

Senior housing

Social Contact

My goal is to create a new type of living for seniors. 
The main reason for moving into senior housing, 
besides the safety and accessibility issues, is the social 
aspect. Today there is a growing amount of senior 
housing blocks with spaces designed for disabled access 
and some communal spaces, but with this project i 
wanted to go a step further and introduce a wide vari-
ety of activities and places for social interaction.

By creating a central space with services and activities i 
hope to connect the elderly living units existing today 
in the area and planned in the future. The approxim-
ity of Danvikshem and Finnbodabergets senior house 
creates a possibility to accomodate the needs of seniors 
with varied needs. A center in the area is needed not 
only for providing services but more importantly to 
create places for social contact with not only fellow 
seniors but a varied age and social group.

Every apartment has a glazed balcony for spending 
time close to nature yet still in the safety of your own 
home. On the entrance side of the apartment there is 
a small outside space that creates a possibility to meet 
other people and be a part of the world passing by 
while sitting right outside your own home. By creating 
these two small outside spaces a possibility for interac-
tion with others or maybe just observing of the sur-
roundings is made easy even for the disabled.

Topography

The basis for the arrangement of the volumes on the 
site is following the natural slope of the terrain and 
therefore maintaining the natural appearance of the 
area. The waterfront is part of the protected areas 
of Stockholm coastline and the project respects the 
importance of not disturbing the views from the sea. 
Danvikshems majestic appearence is still the dominat-
ing characteristic of  the area.

The slope of the site made it possible to create living 
with sea view for every apartment. All the spaces with-
out the view are services and other functions. The flats 
have an open side towards the water, which is com-
pletely safe from anyone seeing inside. The other side 
is more closed, keeping it private towards the street, 
but with smaller openings to still see what’s happening 
outside. A roof window brings light into the kitchen 
from the south side.

As the site is facing north not much southern light 
can be brought in but the views towards the north and 
the  south facing garden make up for the north facing 
direction.

Active lifestyle

One of the main goals for senior housing is to pro-
mote a lifestyle that is as active as the health of the 
tenants allow. By creating spaces for activities i am 
hoping to promote going outside, meeting people, tak-
ing walks along the coastline and creating life on the 
streets.

Going outside and meeting people is made as easy as 
possible. On the other hand, staying inside and still 
being able to enjoy the outside is accomodated as well, 
with a view from both the living room as well as the 
bedroom and easy access to a sheltered balcony. 

There is a central space for cooking and socializing 
together, and a gym with sauna and access to the swim-
ming area. The slope of the site is handled in a way 
that you can always find a less steep road to walk with 
a walker or in a wheelchair.

Services

A central street is created in the middle of the rows of 
flats which will serve as the main center of the entire 
Danviken area. Services accomodated mainly for the 
elderly but also open for everyone else in the area are 
the central idea of the project.

Today Danvikshem is open to the seniors living in the 
area, and they have a variety of services such as a phar-
macy, library and cafe. I believe however that there is 
need for a new center aimed at younger and healthier 
seniors that will be living in the area.

The central street is shared space, meant mostly for 
pedestrians and will be quiet from cars and therefore 
safe. It can be used by the companies along the street 
to expand their spaces to the outside. This way the 
apartments on one side meet the public spaces on the 
other side and in the middle there is a walkway with 
benches. A cafe is placed in the middle with a view to 
the water. 

There are also workspaces available for renting, either 
by the tenants or outsiders, creating a possibility to 
keep working with your interests and having a place to 
go outside the home which is still easily accessible from 
your home. Some of the work spaces will be rented to 
small companies which will also attract a more varied 
age group into the area on a daily bases.

view along the coastline

view from the site towards Waldemarsudde


