
Non Stop Kids
Private is political.
 
Within the City of Stockholm there is only one kindergarten that 
is open other hours than office hours. The city is not committed 
to provide all hours child care by law, and the school minister 
is of the conviction that child care outside the ordinary hours 
is something that should be sorted within the family. 

Sweden is famous for being generous toward parents in both pa-
rental leave and child care. This does not mean that they have 
been adjusted according to todays needs, where we live in a so-
ciety open and awake twenty four seven and demanding that all 
services is as well. We are also more willing to move for work 
opportunities, which means that our social networks often are 
elsewhere. These circumstances make the family constellation 
fragile. Even more so if the family depends on one single par-
ent.

To leave your child in care over night is today followed by a 
stigma. Opinions meaning that children should sleep in their own 
bed, in their own home is common.If you have a job that does not 
allow the ordinary office hours you are supposed to change or 
adjust it.

In suggesting all hours child care in an environment that origi-
nate in childrens spatial needs( and pedagogically from psycho-
logical needs) as a contribution in the debate, the hope is that 
all hours childcare in the end becomes the state of normality.

Background

Method
Workshops
Starting out I visited the Kindergarten fredrik eens minne, 
where I held workshops with eight kids in the ages four to 
six years. For the first workshop they took photographs of 
favourite places, not so good places, secret places and other 
things that interested them. The next day we talked about the 
pictures and why they chose their motifs. Later we draw pictures 
with alternatives to the spaces in the kindergarten. What they 
enjoyed in their currrent surroundings, what they wished for and 
what they wanted to get rid of. 

For the second workshop we chose to continue to work with the 
playroom, a room the children had mixed feelings toward, which 
felt untidy and uncertain. A room not worth while playing in 
because it always had to be tidied up when the room was needed 
for other activities. The room was used to a wide range of 
activities such as eating, drama, pottering and so on. We talked 
about what things actually where used in the room and what 
could be replaced by something else or taken away. The children 
thought that it was important to have established spaces for 
everything, and some sort of stations to be able to save a 
certain play even if the room where used in a different way for 
a while.

Scenarios
When organising a building open all hours, and people staying 
there for different amounts of time, I used scenarios, or stories 
to understand what spaces, usage and movement where needed 
through out the day.

I tryed to understand how different childrens contexts and 
understandings, experiences of their time at the kindergarten 
corresponded to each other. Where boundaries of privacy, age and 
time should be set and where the could be transgressed. 
The dimensions or the relationship between dimensions 
investigated are;
privacy, homeliness, feeling of safety in the context of space 
changing activities, ownership over time and different needs at 
different ages.
 
By creating a base of knowledge through listening to stories and 
wishes, tracing everyday life and behaviour in the kindergarten, 
a life unknown to me, I drew a matrix where private/public and 
the 24 hours cycle were crossreferenced. 
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Organisational 
strategies

Activity vs. Sociability

Children more often choose an activity because of friends, so-
cial netwoorks and so on, than because of actual activity 
-therefore it is important to have enough room to provide the 
same activity to larger groups.

Spatial Needs

1-3 years.
 
A toddler is physical in his/hers spatial needs and reacts in-
tuitively to spatial shapes. If a room is long and narrow it 
is a request for running, a high room for climbing and so on. 
The rooms for this age group should be direct and physical with 
great tactility and explorative opportunities. The toddler area 
should also be an known and safe environment which works as a 
base for further exploration of the rest of the kindergartens.

4-6 years. 

At this age secret societes, ability to withdraw with friends 
and a social, behavioural training are of utmost importance. 
The rooms can be matured and start to inherrit symbolic meanings 
and offer interpretable space used to various different needs. 
A play with different scales could give the children ownership 
over spaces where grown ups are to large. Where the children are 
the one to one scale.

7-12 years. 

At this age children start to claim independence, and become 
more selfconcious. They need privacy and somewhere to be alone 
but also somewhere to meet up with friends from outside. They 
start to explore an adult identity, and need room to feel 
special and grown up. It could be wrong to create rooms that 
are overexplicitely created to meet their needs, as in earlier 
years, when this could appear as childish and awkward.   

Staff. 

Working in an environment with alot of people regardless of age 
can be exhausting, and space to withdraw is of importance. The 
workingspace should be easily survailled to make it easier to 
check on the children. With an overview you do not have to be 
close to keep an eye on the activity and there by not disturb 
actions between children. 

Parents, relatives and friends.

When leaving children for longer periods or on odd times, the 
drop of area is specially important. You must be able to say 
your goodby´s in private and without stress. At the same time 
the premisis must be able to welcome a large amount of children 
at the same time. When staying for a longer while relatives 
and friends strengthens the normality of the situation. These 
outsiders must also feel invited and tended to whilst in the 
building.

Wishes based on workshops
The workshops gave a couple of quite hands on wishes such as;
No corridors, when they work as a request for running.
A running room, a place that are able to hold a high energy lev-
el.
Secret spaces.
A mix of spaces, from very specific to very general.

Outdoor play areas

Staff areas such as 
meeting rooms, offices, 
changing rooms etc.

Activity space such as 
workshops, running 
around or pottering.

Dining room and kitchen.

Informal kitchens for 
dining in smaller groups 
at night time or snacking.

Unit gathering space.

Sleeping quarters.

Hang out areas to withdraw 
during the daytime. Used 
by older children after 
school and as living space 
at night. 

The first workshop

The children took pictures of different places 
that interrested them. Places they liked, did 
not like, where percieved as scary, fun or plain 
boring. 

Then we talked about the motifs and drew pictures 
of what was wished for.

Section a. through the toddler area. The area 
could be divided into two units or work as one 
larger. It is secluded from the rest of the 
kindergarten to create a safe base to explore 
from at the same time as it is easily accessed 
with prams by being situated on the entrance 
floor.
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Outdoor play areas

Staff areas such as 
meeting rooms, offices, 
changing rooms etc.

Activity space such as 
workshops, running 
around or pottering.

Dining room and kitchen.

Informal kitchens for 
dining in smaller groups 
at night time or snacking.

Unit gathering space.

Sleeping quarters.

Hang out areas to withdraw 
during the daytime. Used 
by older children after 
school and as living space 
at night. 

The second workshop

We started with a lesson in architectural tools. 
How does a representation of a room actually work? 
We talked around a model and a drawing of the 
playroom. Then we worked our way through what they 
wanted the room to do for them.

Activities.
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Design 
strategies
My aim was to create a building with a 
movement through time. Something I thought 
was important when some of the children 
stays for several days at the time and need 
differentiation in their environment through 
out their stay. There are also a need for 
a sense of ownership and boundaries to be 
set and transgressed to be able to create a 
building that is both a home away from home, 
a place to hang out with your friends and a 
learning environment.  

My first strategy was to borrow the logic from 
a small village with houses, alleyways and 
squares, which gave four stages of privacy; 
The room within the box, such as sleeping 
cells, withdrawl corners, offices, meeting 
rooms and hygien areas. The box or house with 
specific activities such as gathering spaces, 
workshops etc. The indoors areas outside the 
boxes which functions as circulation but 
also as informal play space, pentrys, stages 
and meeting space and last but not least the 
outdoor playgrounds. The borders between the 
outside the boxes areas and  the real outdoors 
are sometimes blurred to give the building a 
chance to open itself.

My other strategy was born when trying to 
solve the problem with  putting a roof on 
a village. Copying the childhood hut with 
boxes or chairs with a blanket created the 
opportunity to mold the roof top into a 
landscape which could be used to play upon.     

Materials
The boxes have the same wooden materi-
ality on the inside as the outside to 
create different stages belonging or 
privacy. Between the boxes there are 
a painted pine flooring or in rougher 
areas clinker.

The inside of the boxes are white to 
have a calm background to whatever is 
happening whereas the laminate floor-
ing change colour depending on ac-
tivity. Orange in workshops/activity 
rooms, green in gathering spaces and 
blue in tranquil areas.  

Construction 
Roof

Rubber granulate 150 mm
Concrete 50 mm
Insulation 200 mm
Asphalt 50 mm 
Vapour proofing
Glue laminated wood 250 mm
Space for installations and sound proofing 200 
mm

Plaster board 20 mm

Wall
Larch paneling 40 mm
Air gap 30 mm
Vapour proofing
Insulation 200 mm
Gluelaminated wood 150 mm
Vapour proofing
Wood based board 15 mm 

Detailing
Painted iron tassels

Section c. through the entrance, 
stage and library
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Section d. through sleeping quarters and the 
running room, a room that opens up to the 
playground and has a gap to the rest of of 
the building to create a buffer zone when the 
energy level tend to go through the roof.
1:50
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All hours child care

Situation Units and movement

The site is a 1000 sqm large patch of parkland on 
the north side of Stigbergsgatan. The whole site 
slopes towards the north and the gardens belong-
ing to the buildings below, on Fjällgatan. 

The site is within the historical stonecity 
”stenstaden” and is classified as historically 
and culturally valuable. The small scale wooden 
cottages built in the 18th century are a unique 
document of Södermalm as it was. The other sur-
rounding buildings on Stigberget are also valu-
able being built by known architects such as Rag-
nar Östberg or in other ways one of their kind. 
Almost all buildings in the area are listed. The 
actual site has not been built upon since the 
fire in the 18th century and  are archeologically 
interesting when remains of the buildings predat-
ing the fire are still in the ground.

Stigberget is situated aproximately 15 m above 
the surrounding area and is not easily accessed. 
With the new development plan an elevator is pro-
posed, going from Tjärhovsparken to the top of 
the hill.

+39 smaller 
shed max 2m +47m max building height

+44,5  

+44,5  

The mature trees 
are protected.

Plan of detail

According to the planning proposal it is 
prohibited to dig into the ground and a building 
of any sort should be placed in the south east 
corner, furthermore the mature trees are to be 
saved and the building should not shadow the 
lower lying gardens to the north. 

I have decided to follow the proposal quite 
loosely, not placing the building according to 
it, but having a delicate approach to the land. 
Using the different heights on site to create an 
dynamic indoor landscape.

Units

Daytime

At daytime the kindergarten is divided into age 
groups. The toddler units are situated on the 
entrance level to be easily accessed by prams. 
The units are secluded from the rest of the 
kindergarten and contains the variety of spaces 
needed during a day, such as activity rooms, 
quiet space, pentry, sleeping area and an outdoor 
playground. The toddlers are welcome to use the 
other activity spaces and playgrounds on the 
premises as well. 

The four to six years old unit has a more 
flexible logic. The gathering unit space is 
situated in the middle and could be divided 
if needed. Around the gathering units room 
informal activities are situated to be used as 
the children wish. These activities could be 
setting up a play, hanging out in the childrens 
scaled area or build things outside the workshop 
area. The next layer is rooms with set activities 
such as a workshop and a running around room. 
The activities room are open to the whole 
kindergarten.  

The kindergarten is planned for two units at 
each age group which gives 15+15 children in the 
toddler area and 15+15 children in the older 
children unit. Two pedagogues work in each unit. 

School children between the age seven and twelve 
are welcome to stay on hours outside school, 
and are able to use the evening quarters as 
their own, but at the same time have access 
to the other activities at the kindergarten. 
These children need to be able to invite friends 
and have a more homely environment, and the 
pedagogues should be able to help out with 
homework or other everyday questions.

 

Night time

At night there are children staying for 
the evening  and/or the whole night. The 
evening unit is shared by all children 
but the sleeping quarters are divided 
into different types of needs such as 
evening napping, group sleeps or sleeping 
cells to meet the wide range of evening 
scenarios. Some children may need to 
have a nap before being picked up late 
whilst other children staying for several 
nights may need to feel a sense of spatial 
ownership, somewhere to keep their things 
and withdraw. The whole night area has 
a homely feel to it, and should give of 
sense of free time. 
 
If needed the small childrens spaces could 
be used as a second night time unit.

Section b. through dining room and 
evening quarters on the upper floor and 
children between four and six´s unit 
spaces on the lower. The entrance floor 
lays between the other two levels and 
binds them together.
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Brief

Toddler unit

Unit gathering space/activities 2*30 sqm 
Quiet area/library 25 sqm
Pentry and general areas 50 sqm
Outside sleeping area 20 sqm
Playground 35 sqm

Older childrens unit

Unit gathering space 2*20 sqm
Workshop 30 sqm 
Running room 30 sqm
General areas including stage, childrens 
scale and exhibition areas 100 sqm
Outdoors playground 360 sqm

Roof top bicycle area 350 sqm

Night time unit

Sleeping quarters 70 sqm
Living room 20 sqm
Library and study area 25 sqm
Pentry 25 sqm

Staff area

Changing room/shower/laundry 30 sqm
Meeting room 15 sqm
Office 15 sqm

Pram storage 15 sqm 
Recycling 10 sqm

Indoors 750 sqm
Ootdoors 770 sqm

Day time activity space.

Toddler day time unit, 
with the opportunity to 
be used as a second night 
time unit if needed.

Day time unit 4-6 years. 

All hours access areas.

School children. 

Evening area.

Sleeping quarters.

Day time activity space.

Toddler day time unit, 
with the opportunity to 
be used as a second night 
time unit if needed.

Day time unit 4-6 years. 

All hours access areas.

School children. 

Evening area.

Sleeping quarters.



meeting room

changing room 
and laundry
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Section e. through 
entrance showing sleeping 
quarters, changing room, 
child scale area and the 
toddler units.
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