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WHY   /   the climat

The Development of Fez Medina

Concepts for the Neighbourhood Program for the Neighbourhood and the Artisan’s House

River Room

Focus Program

The program of interest for the new struc-
ture by the square includes key features 
of the artisan community that also are of 
common and commercial interest for visi-
tors. Artisan workshops, exhibition space 
and artisan education facilities dominate 
the program.
 
The plans is structures around the work-
shops and their need to directly acces the 
public routes. A public arcade along the 
river side facade increased the workshop 
area with a direct relationship to a street. A 
certain degree of flexibility has been con-
sidered when the area for the educational 
facility was extended. The spaces can be 
used in different ways and serve other 
purposes like meetings, lectures, parties or 
as a small movie theater hosted by other 
parties in the community.
 
Also water, ventilation and sun light have 
played a decisive role in the design of the 
building.  The need for sunlight protec-
tion and good ventilation at the working 
places is of high importance and it has 
been manifested by becoming a part of the 
room program for the building in the form 
of  light and ventilation wells. 

The canyon created by the river in the city 
fabric allows for an uncommon standpoint 
in the otherwise dense Medina. The bridge 
is the only place where longer and over-
looking views/sights are made possible. 
The space stands in a strong contrast 
to the overall spacial experience of the 
Medina.This River Room is utilized in the 
proposal. With the careful plantation of 
appropriate trees and bushes. and the con-
struction of walk paths, stairs and railings 
a new River Room is made accessible for 
the public. It becomes a new public facility 
catering for a need of green ‘havens’ in the 
highly populated and dense Medina.

The connectivity of the site is improved by 
opening up already existing alleyways and 
passages, and by the addition of a riverside 
walkway south of the site. The walkway 
leads up through the new structure and 
via Placa Lalla Yeddouna connects with the 
existing walkway north of the site.

The proposal aims to interfere in the city 
structure as little as possible and only work 
with concentrated interventions add-
ing a new layer to the fabric. Most of the 
present house stock is preserved. The new 
buildings adapt to the site. The plan of the 
new Artisan House follows and reinforces 
the irregularities of the river side cliff. The 
narrow room of the square is kept at the 
same time as the building responds to 
the entrance of the bridge and the exist-
ing Mulberry tree. As the rest of the city 
mass the buildings are also penetrated by 
smaller courtyards that serve as air- and 
light wells 

proposal

proposal

proposal

today

today

today

Access Routes

Program

The competition program is to a large 
extent fulfilled but complimented with eg. 
more educational facilities and a Environ-
mental Center for the whole neighbor-
hood. In this way major water and sewage 
installations can be concentrated to one 
spot and the waste water can be treated 
in a first cleaning process. A place like 
this can help raise awareness and spread 
knowledge in matters concerning the local 
environment and the uniqueness of the 
Medina, as well as putting the questions 
into a global context for both the inhabit-
ants as well as for the visitors of Fez.
 
With the addition of the parking place 
north of the competition site the total 
square meters is increased by a  ¼. The 
room program is complimented with an-
other 4000 sqm of housing.

Morphology

Zoning

The competition program with focuses 
on artisan activities is evenly distributed 
within the premises. Three zones are how-
ever identified and their characters differ 
slightly. The perimeter of the competition 
is to be developed mainly with residential 
usage.
  
I.                 City Fabric – Square

 Existing program; mainly produc 
 tion workshops and some hous 
 ing, complimented with stores

II.              Square – River Room

 Only public functions with a em 
 phasize on community and tourist  
 services
 a.        Environmental Neighbour 
 hood Center
 b.       Artisan’s House
 c.        Hotel
 d.       Tourist Information Center

III.             River Room – City Fabric

 Existing program complimented  
 with restaurant and café facilities

MANIFISTATION   /   the morphology

HOW   /   the culture RESULT   /   the situation today

Climate effectuating the city morphology Typologies in the city Jidãr - the Parted Wall

Population comparison Infrastructure / houshold in the Medina

The Fez-Bali part of the Medina is one 
of the biggest contiguous carfree uban 
areas in the world today

Large parts of the open spaces is shadowed 
through out the day.

The shadowed area of the open spaces is in 
relationship limited.

The cold and heavy night air fill the streets and 
court yards during the night.

The morning winds easily blowes away the cold
night air.

1. DÂR
the overall term for house, also including 
the simplest of enclosers

1. 1.

3.

2.

4.

4.

5.

2. 3.

2. RIAD
the moroccan name for courtyard house 
(based on the Maghrebi house). The 
exterior of the house is simple while the 
interior often impress with its richness in 
decoration. 

4. SOUK
a market (bazaar), or an area with several 
smaller units for produktion and sale of 
goods. The area is often partly covered with 
straw- or reed mats, and can be closed and 
locked down when not used.

3. FONDOUK
a courtyard house with galleries divided 
into several smaller units on multiple 
levels, for production and storage of goods. 
Visiting tradesmen could also spend the 
night here.

5. URBAN ENCLOSURES / CONTAINERS
the city is divided into several neigh-
bourhoods which traditionally could be 
seperated from the main circulation and 
locked by gates. The residental clusters are 
all arranged around common dead-end 
alleyways, while other enclosures are for ex-
ample the main mosques. The orgin can be 
traced back to th strong unit of the family, 
or caln, in the north african / arabic culture.

Temperature and Precipitation in Fez

JANUARY

for 3 060 hours/year 
the temperature can decrease below 14 c

during M
ay til Septem

ber 
the tem

perature can reach a high 43 C 

for 1 400 hours/year 
the temperature can increase above 26c

FEBRUARY

MARS

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

JULY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

Precipitation (m
m

)

Avarage temperature (C)

:average low
:average high

:10 m
m

Water: 45%

Sewage: 48%

Electricity: 90%

ca 300 ha

Hammarbysjöstad         10 625 inh./sq.km

Barcelona   15 913 inh./sq.km
Eixample  35 105 inh./sq.km

Fez Bali  52 000 inh./sq.km

ARTISAN FACILITIES
Public and Touristic Services
Residential and Municipal Facilities

Program in Zone II.

PRODUCTION WORKSHOPS      689 sqm
WORKSHOPS FOR SUPPORTING ACTIVITIES   195 sqm
ARTISAN’S ADMINISTRATION       15 sqm
ARTISAN’S RESTROOMS     132 sqm
ARTISAN’S MEETING ROOM       30 sqm
Site Management Administration     100 sqm

Hotel       780 sqm   700 sqm

EDUCATIONAL FACILITY     180 sqm
Public Facilities        95 sqm

Environmental Management Center       415 sqm

Residental Apartments     225 sqm 4000 sqm
 

 total of competition program  6267 sqm

  total of proposed program                   10 682 sqm

Retail Shops      362 sqm
Restaurants      755 sqm     30 sqm
Cafés       200 sqm     60 sqm
Snack Bars        80 sqm
Internet Café        70 sqm
Public Restrooms        50 sqm
Medina Information Center       35 sqm

ARTISAN’S PRODUCTS EXHIBITION/STORES 1580 sqm    300 sqm

FINISHING WORKSHOP WITH DIRECT SALE   694 sqm   240 sqm
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EDUCATIONAL FACILITY     180 sqm   360 sqm

administration, meeting room, lecture rooms, 
seminar room, library, lobby, computer lab, artisan 
workshops

direct connection with the street, space for storage of 
material and goods, flexibility in the size of the open-
ing, good access to water and rinsing possibilities, 
flexible electrical installations

flexible exhibition space, atmospheric rooms, ex-
cluded feeling, low maintenance, possible to use for 
e.g. storage during low season if needed  

Café       200 sqm     60 sqm

ARTISAN’S PRODUCTS EXHIBITION/STORES 1580 sqm    300 sqm

FINISHING WORKSHOP WITH DIRECT SALE   694 sqm   240 sqm
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IV.

III.

II.

I.

1. Protected buildings 
2. Refurbished buildings
3. New buildings
4. New buildings outside site
5. Competition site

1. Pathway
2. Traffic access road
3. Emergancy vehicle route
4. Moved pedestrian bridge

1. Accessible parts of the River Room
2. Activated green River Side Park

1.

2.

1.

1.

4.

3.

2.

3.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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