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Abstract

The initial goal of this effort is to develop a discussion on urban design process
and thinking that acknowledges the needs of places with meaning in the design
of the urban waterfront. The thesis addresses the fact that the problematic
of the coastal formulation is intricate, comprising not only aspects related to
the spatial organization and design of its domain but also shared properties
originated by the presence and movement of the perceiving subject in the area.

In this framework, the research attempts to provide an understanding of the
main relationships that the subject cultivates inside the coastal space and to
offer a broader spatial reading of its narrative function. On the hypothesis that
this function is susceptible of interpretation, the thesis develops an interest in
examining the effects of the psychospatial nature of meaning on the design and
experience of the urban edge, for to interpret a narrative spatial construct is to
specify its meaning.

To explore the issue of waterfront places that speak of the subject, the
research conceives the coastal space as a field of mediated parameters
that pertain to three crucial operational premises: the symbolic function
of the urban space near the water, the meaning behind the coastal
form, and the engagement of the perceiving subject in the conscious or
reflexive appropriation of the waterfront setting. These premises, traced as
psychophysiological spaces, determine the intermediary, the integrative, and
the expressive discourses for the development of places with meaning near the
water. Through them, the thesis attempts a reading of the coastal domain based
upon the material interpretation of the meanings and messages associated with
the immediate experience of the onset of water#born notions, concepts, and
images.

Writing about the dialectics between the psychospatial inquiry and the
spatial experience of the edge, this thesis suggests that, contrary to the
established preconception, the psychology of human#edge relations submits
the perceiving subject to the conception of the coastal form and shape.

Keywords
Urban design and theory, spatial psychology, spatial meaning, compositional
strategies, formulative logic, waterfront design and spatial organization,
psychospatial reading, transformational relations, design of the edge

http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:kth:diva-39031

