
The research

The mosque is oriented towards 
Mecka and sports hall is oriented 
in the same direction as the exist-
ing urban fabric.

In the adjacent spaces near the 
mosque we add the programs 
that are necessary for the mosque.

By adding the lower floor foot-
print we get the relationship be-
tween the upper and the lower 
floors.

We then add the ramp, elevators 
and stair for vertical communi-
cation between different levels.  
The space in front of the mosque 
is removed in order to reveal the 
direction of the mosque.

The ramp and communication 
space cuts through the wall of the 
mosque. A locker room and seat-
ing area is added for the sports 
hall. 

The orientation of a sports hall and a mosque
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The orientation of a mosque

We can clearly see below that the main prayer hall in a mosque is always oriented towards Mecka. The other spaces are placed so that they align themselves properly with the existing urban fabric. 
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The spatial sequence of a mosque

The sequence of a mosque is particularly designed for the prayer. The court works as a social space before and after prayer. The ablution fountain is there for the visitors that pray. There is always one central 
space and then smaller spaces that can be used by people who have finished their prayer and are leaving. These smaller spaces are placed so that people that are still in prayer can pray without distraction.
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Color and materiality - Cordoba Mosque, Spain Accentuation of edges Ornamentation through redundancy of columns

Coloration of the edge of the arches The intensification of columns create the limits the spaces instead of traditional walls

Transformation of traditional arches

Inventing new types of arches

Due to the diversity of nationalities and cultures in Tensta and Rinkeby I felt that it was important not to 
apply a local style of arches in the mosque but rather invent new types of transformed arches and com-
bine them to reflect the diveristy in the local area. This has been a problem before where the majority of 
mosques often keep to their own culture and traditions rather than trying to unite people to share and 
develop a sense of community among people from different nations and cultures.
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Islamic architecture

Islamic architecture encompasses a wide range of both secular and religious styles from the foundation of Islam to the present 
day, influencing the design and construction of buildings and structures in Islamic culture. The principal Islamic architectural 
types are: the Mosque, the Tomb, the Palace and the Fort. From these four types, the vocabulary of Islamic architecture is de-
rived and used for buildings of lesser importance such as public baths, fountains and domestic architecture.

The branching of arches

The diagram above shows the result, differential thickness in the roof and the columns that come down to meet the ground to 
structurally carry the load of the roof. The shift in size and scale between each arch gives the spaces a unique dynamic appear-
ance in relation to traditional grid structure mosques. The varying height of the roof can be used to guide the visitor to the cen-
tral space of the mosque. The heigher areas are connected to the drums in order to let in roof light into the building. The field of 
cells and columns create a sense of porousness and a forest like feeling where light glows through the forest on a sunny day.


