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ABSTRACT  

Culture is defined as all the materialistic or moral values that have been created during the 

historical and social evolution process which have been used to pass to the next generations 

and shows the level of dominance of humans to nature and society. When the history of 

cultural heritage conservation is investigated we realize that the conservation was not always 

at an extend we have today. Still in their nature human beings have the attitude to protect the 

beautiful, special things therefore conservation was done throughout the history. Nowadays 

due to the increased consciousness of societies more extended studies can be done. These 

studies are both at national and international areas.  

European Union, which is also often in the agenda of Turkey, is a union that is composed of 

countries that have reached to some standards and have included architecture also into their 

agenda. As a part of architecture and urban  planning, conservation belongs to the agenda of 

countries that are members of the European Union. 

In this study the focus has been on the impact of the conservation politics of countries on the 

conservation of cultural heritage at an international level. Relevant to the aim, first description 

of the concepts as historical landscape, conservation and cultural heritage has been done and 

then the politics of European Union that are related to the cultural heritage has been 

discussed. Then as an example for a more extended study one representative among 

Scandinavian countries has been selected. In the general research about Sweden first the 

planning system has been analyzed and then the factors that are actively related to cultural 

heritage conservation. This study will continue with another example, which will be 

Germany, as a representative of central Europe and these will be interpreted for Turkey as a 

candidate country of European Union. 
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1. CHAPTER O�E: I�TRODUCTIO� 

1.1. Background  

The values that have to be conserved can be defined as values that have natural, social, 

cultural and economical documents that belong to a historical period and have belonged to a 

social structure. UNESCO world heritage center brought up the concept of heritage. 

UNESCO defines the “heritage” as an inheritance that comes from history that still lives with 

us and will be passed to the next generations. Cultural heritage on the other hand is defined as 

historical and structured environment, such as monuments, buildings that have architectural 

values. 

When the history of cultural heritage conservation is investigated it becomes apparent that 

most of the structure is preserved with the conservation projects initiated by nations. 

However, compared to many European countries Turkey does not have sufficient initiatives in 

protecting cultural heritages. The most important reason is not having international law 

sanction and therefore upon each government change and restructure of institution many 

successful projects cannot be initiated or completed. 

The planning history of the Süleymaniye area that is located in the Historical Peninsula of 

Istanbul is the best example that describes the problems of conservation projects. 

 

FIGURE 1: SÜLEYMANIYE REGION (SENTURK, 2009) 

- The first projects in this area has been initiated in 1975 according to the Amsterdam report 

that pointed out that Europe will not allow disappearance of historical areas that are composed 

of wood houses in Istanbul. 



-In order to conserve these important areas the first plan has been initiated at 1976 by inviting 

several organizations, including UNESCO and this first plan was called as “Conservation 

Master Plan” 

-In 1977 Süleymaniye has been announced as the site area. 

- In 1979 according to the agreement between Ministry of Culture and UNESCO and UNDP 

an agreement was established that was called TAKS and the “Istanbul Conservation of 

historical areas project” has been initiated, however the projects could not have been applied.  

-In 1985 Süleymaniye has been added to the UNESCO World Heritage List and upon the next 

municipality the second approach was initiated at 1988, named as ‘Süleymaniye Site Area 

Expropriation Modification Plan’ however with the change in the government the process was 

not completed. 

-In1990 Conservation Master Plan has been approved. 

-In 1994 the Istanbul Metropolitan Area sub-regional master plan has been cancelled. 

Afterwards, 

- In 1995 the historical peninsula has been defined as 1. Degree urban site are and the plans 

for Süleymaniye has been thought accordingly. 

- In 2001 the project started and in 2005 Conservation Master Plan has been accepted. 

- In 2006 the project of defining the area as renovation area and the corresponding 

conservation plan has been cancelled.  

- In 2008 the cancellation of Conservation Master Plan plan has been accepted as the 

transition period reconstruction duration.  

As seen from this example most of the projects are initiated by the international organizations 

to which we are associated. Most of the local governmental organizations have stopped the 

projects before they were completed or upon completing they could not be applied and areas 

that have to be protected were left without a plan.  During the period when there was no plan 

upon changes in laws and renovation these areas were announced as independent and only 

after objections from international organization the projects were initiated. As seen it is 

important to be part of an international organization for Turkey has positive impact. Due to 



the authority confusion there is not enough effective cultural heritage protection 

implementations in Turkey. This is the main problem in this process.  

1.2. Study Aim and Objectives:  

In the international platform European Union is an organization that has well defined 

standards and gives importance to the conservation of cultural heritage. All the countries that 

are members of this union have to fulfill some international requirements depending on their 

needs as well as independently restructure their projects depending on their needs. It is of big 

importance that each country has its unique conditions therefore this has to be always kept in 

mind and the projects have both national and international basis. 

As seen in the background, for the effective cultural heritage protection determination of 

policies, authority should be done by international standard.  

Due to this reason protection of cultural heritage focus of the members of European Union 

and the rules they have accepted and the strategies that are accordingly shaped and applied 

will be investigated in detail. Besides these regulations how independent political decisions 

are taken and applied will be also investigated. In the guidance of this knowledge the 

requirements that Turkey has to fulfill in order to become a member of European Union will 

be also discussed. 

1.3. Methodology 

In this work first the problem and the aim has been defined and then resource analysis was 

done. As this project is a research work, first the desk-based literature research should be used 

to collect a considerable amount of academic journal articles which relevant to these areas by 

searching the theory of cultural heritage. Other thesis and publications written on this topic 

has been inspected. Also library sources were scanned and available printed or electronic 

documents were used. 

In order to reach a realistic conclusion a representative country from Scandinavia and one 

from central Europe has been selected and used for comparing with Turkey. Therefore, 

Stockholm as almost the “capital” of Scandinavia has been the first case study in this work. 

European Union member country Sweden – Stockholm has been chosen as an example and 

the current situation has been described upon visiting the municipality, conservation 

committees and European Union offices. As last, given the investigations performed on 



Stockholm, a similar planning was done for Istanbul and some suggestions for the 

conservation of the cultural heritage of Istanbul have been made.  

In figure 1 you can see the thesis fallow chart. 

1.4. Content  

The work will be formed of 6 different chapters. In the first chapter there will be an 

introduction to the topic, the main purpose, content and the methodology has been described. 

In the second chapter the concept of conservation and cultural heritage will be discussed. 

The third chapter focuses on European Union. The structure of this union, its working 

methodology and the requirements of being a candidate has been defined. Moreover, the 

political regulation of European Union for the conservation topics and performed international 

projects are investigated. 

In the forth chapter, working on examples of candidate countries how a high scale approach is 

reduced to a lower scale and how the urban centers play a role has been discussed. Also the 

duration of project application has been investigated. Besides the current status in Turkey and 

Istanbul has been analyzed and with the given information of the forth chapter some 

discussions have been made.  

In the fifth chapter effective actors and policies in cultural heritage protection has been 

described from international level to local level.  

In the conclusion chapter an overall evaluation of the thesis has been done.  



 

FIGURE 2: THESIS FLOW CHART. 

 



2. CHAPTER TWO: THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

In this chapter two main topics will be discussed: culture and conservation. First a description 

of culture and a general definition of cultural heritage and then the concept of conservation 

and importance of protection will be given. In the last part the structure of EU and its attitude 

to culture will be investigated. 

2.1. Culture 

A relevant start to the topic would be to give a reference to the concept of 'culture', which has 

been studied by anthropologists. It may be useful to begin with the definition of 'culture' done 

by Edward Burnett Tylor in his Primitive Culture (1871):  

Culture ... is that complex whole which includes knowledge, belief, art, morals, law, 

custom, and any other capabilities and habits acquired by man as a member of 

society.  

Because of the development of anthropological science, the definition has become more 

complex. In 1952, U.S. anthropologists, A.L. Kroeber and C. Kluckhohn cited 164 definitions 

of culture, including: "learned behavior", "ideas in the mind", "a logical construct", "a psychic 

defense mechanism"; more recently, they have favored to define 'culture' as "an abstraction 

from behavior". (Encyclopedia Britannica, 1984,) 

2.2. Historical Environment and Cultural Heritage 

According to the Washington Statute the important things that have to be protected are a 

composition of historical characteristics of the city and the material and spiritual identities, 

especially:  

• City composition of streets and parcels, 

• The relationship between buildings and the green areas  

• The scale, size, style, technique, used materials, colors and similarities of the buildings 

and their interior and outer design 

• The relationship of city or urban areas with the natural and human style  

• The functionalities that the city or urban areas gain during time are emphasized as the 

important things that have to be protected (ICOMOS, 1987). 



Zeren, describes the values that has to be protected as “All the documents that belongs to the 

pre historical eras and historical eras and as well as all the buildings that are under earth, on 

earth or in water and are related to nature, science, culture, religion and social sciences”. The 

values that have to be protected are investigated in two groups named as natural and cultural 

values and the cultural values are described according to their scale as: 

• Building structures; 

• Individual historical building; 

• Historical building group; 

• Historical environment; 

• The whole historical city; 

• Historical area. 

The concept of “Historical area” that is listed here is defined as a street or couple of streets 

that show a historical, architectural, archeological and artistic value consistency  

It is emphasized that the historical area is formed by the heritage from previous cultures. 

According to Ahunbay “Historical area” means more a city site area but the historical, 

archeological and rural site areas are also included in the definition (Ahunbay, 1996). 

The areas that are defined as World Heritage areas by UNESCO World Heritage Center 

brought up the concept of “heritage”. UNESCO defines heritage as inheritance that comes 

from historical era that people live in with today and what people will leave to the next 

generations. Cultural heritage on the other hand is defined as the historical architectural 

elements such as monuments or any other cultural environment (ICOMOS, 1996). 

In this context cultural heritage is a much broader concept compared to the cultural 

environment. The cultural heritage also includes buildings, objects as well as cultural 

traditions, stories or any other values that pass through generations. The concept of cultural 

heritage is extended to also include to modes of culture of current and past.  

As the past is always around us it is essential that the cultural environment that has been 

shaped by humans as an individual should be included in cultural heritage. With the time also 



all the cultural heritages are changing and are being reformulated so that each era interprets 

the cultural heritage and what it means differently. 

In order to protect and develop the cultural heritage we have to perceive it as a heritage that 

has been entrusted us by previous generations to be given to next generations without 

damaging and therefore we have to find the best way to protect these (Madran, 2003). 

Cultural and natural heritage are unrepeatable values. The World Heritage concept 

differentiates to a universal level and the World Heritage areas are defined as “universal 

value” for the whole world independent of in which county they belong to and instead belong 

to humanity. 

UNESCO performs many projects in order to motivate people to define the unrepeatable 

cultural and natural heritage areas, to protect and preserve them. These initiations have been 

structured in 1972 by UNESCO and became universal after an agreement. This agreement has 

been signed in Paris and defines the “World Cultural and Natural Heritage Protection 

agreement”. According to the agreement the cultural heritage concept is defined as 

(UNESCO, 1972): 

Monuments: The structures, architectural buildings, paintings, sculptures, inscriptions that 

have historical, artistic and scientific significance; 

Buildings: Building complexes that are, due to their architecture, homogeneity and 

environmental landscape properties, with their historically, artistically and scientifically 

important universal values; 

Site areas: Site areas that have historical, artistic, esthetic, ethnological or anthropological 

properties which are unrepeatable universal values. These also include man-made works or 

common work of human and nature and also archeological site areas. 

In the agreement it has been also pointed out that the cultural and natural heritage is under 

threat and it involves all the nations if they disappear. Besides cultural heritage and the 

specific agreements and law to protect cultural heritage, additionally ICOMOS defines the 

cultural heritage as a part of human rights. The threat the unrepeatable heritage is facing, is 

not only involving the governments and organizations but also each individual. Each 

individual should be aware of the importance of this and has to feel responsible to protect 



these. Today the protection of this right means protection of the rights of next generations. In 

its Stockholm report ICOMOS lists these rights (ICOMOS, 1998): 

• Each individual has the right of being respected for his cultural identity and right of 

owning the cultural heritage; 

• The right of knowing the heritage by everyone; 

• The right to use the heritage in a logical and convenient way. 

2.3. Conservation Concepts and Definitions. 

The conservation of the heritage was done in order to slow down the process of 

decomposition as well as to prevent any new damage. The term conservation comes from the 

Latin "conse´rvo", which means to preserve or maintain. Conservation always goes along 

with the analysis of a case basis as each case requires different assessments. It is important 

that the person that is responsible for conservation selects the right methods carefully as the 

main purpose is to change as little as possible to maintain the original. 

UNESCO defines conservation as a value that has been transferred from a national issue to a 

universal issue which is important for the transfer of values that are created by social, 

economical, cultural and natural conditions to the next generations. 

Depending on the things that has to be protected there are different approaches which can be 

summarized as:  

• Protection of historical documents for the remembrance of history 

• Protection of all the resources that humanity can create 

• Protection of artistic studies 

• Regulation of changes that may affect the conservation in a negative way 

• Prevention of potential causes of changes in the social and cultural life styles that may affect 

conservation 

• Conservation of cultural norms, tradition, customs and ideologies (Erder, 1975). 

The main purpose of conservation is to protect natural and historical values and to be able to 

transfer them to next generations and therefore allowing the continuity of these values. It is 



also possible to define cultural heritages as abstract values (language, religion, life style and 

any tools that are created in relation to this and any artistic product). Architectural heritage 

has also an equally important value not only due to their materialistic values but also because 

they are enriched in reference for the future and for preservation of a happy society. Although 

the values that we are trying to protect are only objects the conservation is a process and this 

is a lifelong process and as it belongs to humans it is also a culture. 

Within this perspective conservation concept appears to be an outcome of a cultural process. 

Conservation is not only at a single dimension but also includes the life continuity processes, 

economical and societal processes (Çelikyay, 1995). 

In the last century this issue of cultural heritage has got great interest. This interest allowed a 

change in the ideas of conservation and restoration. This issue has been brought up already in 

1964 in the Venice chart which is one of the oldest and very important document in which the 

establishment of conservation and protection of cultural heritage has been defined. This then 

was the basis of another Charter which was done at 1994 and called as Burra Charter where 

conservation has been defined as “All the processes of looking after a place so as to retain its 

cultural significance, it includes maintenance and may according to circumstance include 

preservation, restoration, reconstruction and adaptation, and will be commonly a 

combination of more than one of these. Conservation should make use of all the disciplines 

which can contribute to the study and safeguarding of a place. Techniques employed should 

be traditional but in some circumstances they may be modern ones for which a firm scientific 

basis exists and which have been supported by a body of experiences”  

The conservation concept involves following actions (Erder,1975) : 

• Historical, architectural and visual values should be conserved for long term using scientific 

methods (building and environment scale) 

• The country, the historical region of the city, the decisions of the planning of urban areas to 

be protected installation of the appropriate functions. 

-Conservation of previous functions or changing them  

-Continuation of new functions or inspection of accuracy 

-Politic of each two directions 



• As conservation areas are also settlement areas problems of social structure has to be solved: 

-Providing required social life standards, 

-Investigation of possible social status changes upon restoration and rehabilitations.  

• Planning of new developmental areas in and around the conservation areas and investigation 

of the architectural properties of new structures. 

• Proving best possible infrastructure and service for the conservation areas in order to 

integrate the conserved area with its surrounding. 

Concept of preservation may not always get a positive point of view in the society. For 

example, the values such as culture and environment which help all worlds to find their 

identity become less important because of instantaneous values. Related to this we can say 

that developed countries should put more effort on conservation issues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. CHAPTER THRE: EUROPEA� U�IO� (EU) 

European Union has been in the ideas of some people long before it has become a common 

aim. The roots of this union have been established by European Society. Then some political 

projects has been defined by the members of this union and integrated into their laws. 

In 1951 European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) founded by Paris Treaty. In 1957 

European Economic Community (EEC) and European Atomic Energy Community 

(EURATOM) founded by Rome treaties. In 1986 Single European Act and in 1992 European 

community was founded by Maastrich Treaty. They all form the legal roots of EU. 

The initial agreement between the six founder countries, Germany, Belgium, France, 

Netherlands, Italy and Luxemburg, was based on a common Coal and Steel market 

establishment. In order to guarantee the security following the World War II this group 

wanted to create a union. These countries have decided to create a union at 1957 based on the 

free circulation of labor power, good and service. The extensive work on topics such as 

agriculture politics has been then settled during the end of 60s. The success of the union 

convinced the Britain, Denmark and Ireland who have previously rejected the membership 

offers. With this the number of member countries increased to nine and enhanced the local 

and political power of the European Union.  

This union has expanded with the recruitment of Greece in 1981 and with the recruitment of 

Spain and Portugal in 1986 expanded towards south. Upon this growth in order to reduce the 

economical differences between the member countries a common change program has 

become obligatory. Again during this period the union has signed some treaties with South 

Mediterranean, African, Caribbean and Pacific countries at 1975 – 1979 – 1984 – 1989 to 

create a common string. On 15th April 1994 the treaty signed in Marrakesh with the South 

Mediterranean Trade Union started a new era in the world trade expansion (Yılmaz, 2002) 

In 1 January 1995 three new members, Austria, Finland and Sweden, joined the European 

Union.  These allowed empowerment of the union in the middle and north Europe. The 

European Union has expanded its power both in trading, political and diplomatic areas and 

recruited Czech Republic, Estonia, Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Malta, Poland, 

Slovakia and Slovenia in 2004. 

Upon the fall of Berlin wall on the 3rd November 1990 and with the re-union of East and West 

Germany and the dissolution of Soviet Union in 1991 changed the political structure of 



Europe. In order to tighten their connection the member countries met on the 9-10th December 

1991 in Maastricht and initiated a new pact. On 1st November 1993 this pack became valid. 

This new agreement was focused on having a union on money, on common politics, on 

European citizenship, diplomatic collaboration and local security issues.  

The union of the members of European countries influenced the development of the continent 

in a positive manner. The European countries are aware of the period of absolute political 

power has expired. It has become clear to many countries in Europe that in order to keep the 

economical and social development in continuity it has become essential to be a part of 

European Union; therefore the Union is still expanding by recruiting new members. 

3.1 Studies in Europe about Architecture und Conservation 

The EU has a number of programs and other forms of support for work with culture and the 

cultural heritage. The aim of many of these is to increase employment and promote economic 

development through cultural tourism. This means, among other things, to support 

conservation of the cultural heritage and also to bring it to life. 

Wanda Dieblot is the head of Architecture and Cultural Heritage and within the framework of 

the European Union some work has been done under her management. In fact, although these 

studies focus mostly on the urban and rural environment the current state, to keep the existing 

environment alive by protecting issues are also included. The studies focusing or architecture 

has become official on the February 12, 2001 and collected under the title of "Architectural 

Quality in Urban and Rural Environment" (Yılmaz, 2004). 

This decision aims to increase the weight and influence of policies and programs of 

architecture in Europe. Moreover, it also aims to increase the weight and influence of 

architecture within the community and also in the ongoing negotiations with other countries at 

international level to allow it to take place more effectively. Within the light of that decision 

France Ministry of Culture and Communication started implementing a program in 2002 that 

aims development and preservation of the living environment at an architectural level.  

In 23 November 2000 with the initiative of the French presidency the Ministries of Culture of 

the member countries adopted a decision about the nature of architecture in urban and rural 

environment. This was then transformed into the Decision of the Council of the European 

Union on February 12, 2001. This decision is related to the quality of architecture in the urban 

and rural environment which also puts responsibilities to the architecture and urban planning.  



Creativity, urban and landscape development and protection of cultural heritage are now 

among the main tasks of the existing member states. One of the issues needed to be addressed 

in Europe in the third millennium is to be able to present the future generations a livable, 

qualified and adequately preserved cultural heritage. The decision of the Council shows the 

importance of integration of architecture, city planning and cultural heritage within the 

European Union. Given the richness and diversity of the urban heritage of member states the 

requirement of this new status will be understood. 

Architecture has been discussed not only as an economic dimension, but also with its 

intellectual and cultural aspects together with the creativity. Architecture not only reflects our 

history but also forms a structural element in the current environment. The decision of 

European Union points out that besides its structural role planning of architecture is also 

important with its cultural dimension and that this concerns the public due to its absolute 

holistic position. 

This decision proposes that every kind of decision should focus on the cultural politics, urban 

and rural planning, cultural heritage, the environment, development of the living conditions of 

people and proposes also to focus on efforts to increase individual participation. Sustainable 

development and urban and rural planning can only be carried out by considering the cultural 

dimension. At the same time this decision also indicates the need for cooperation between 

competent authorities in member countries to strengthen the current creation and cultural 

heritage. 

In fact, two issues have been aimed with the adoption of this text. The first is political. The 

importance of creativity and cultural heritage is yet more to deepen the way of thinking and 

work about the economical and environmental point of view on approaches and to the 

sustainable development in urban areas. The second issue that is intended to be studied is the 

economic and tangible property. This is because of the convenience of using financial tools 

and programs of European Union for the issues that concern architectural and cultural 

heritage. 

With this new decision and under the framework of current programs and financial condition 

a new project at a scale of whole Europe can be initiated. 

In the EU there are also a number of Framework Programs linked to cultural heritage 

management:  



• The Sixth Framework Programs for Research and Development,  

• MEDICI - the network for multimedia and culture,  

• Culture 2000 - support for artistic and cultural activity with a European dimension.  

Culture 2000 is one these programs and aims to extend the urban and architectural cultures, 

does promotion of these studies, increases the susceptibility against these actions, cooperates 

between organizations and associations and strengthening of the cooperation to support the 

new initiatives European-wide. This is the first time the role of culture and cultural heritage, 

especially with the importance of the built environment has been made and this also points out 

the role of the economic development of member states and social unification as a 

complementing feature. 

The decision of the Council of the European Union about the Architectural Quality in Urban 

and rural surrounding has been adopted on 12th February 2001. This decision aims to increase 

the quality of daily living environment of the European citizens and is composed of nine 

paragraphs with several sub-paragraphs. The first six paragraphs in this decision points out 

the factors that were relevant in taking the decision and also the other decisions of the 

European Union. As seen the following main headings and bulleted lines are listed as follows: 

• Treaty on European Union, stating that the Council is working in cooperation with 

parliament as stated on the 151 Article, 

• The Directive No. 85/384 of European Council that states that architecture, property of 

buildings, compliance of buildings with their environment, natural and urban environment are 

essential elements of the collective and individual cultural heritage and is of public interest. 

• Statement of the European Council dated to 10th November 1994 about enhancing the 

European Union culture, 

• The text from European Council meeting on 21st July 1994 related to the Cultural and 

artistic aspects of education, 

• The decision of European Council from 4th November 1995 related to the culture and 

popular media, 

• The conclusion text of the European Council held on 17th December 1999 about culture 

industry and related employment. 



The paragraph seven and eight focuses on the effective meetings that have been held before. 

The last and the most important point of the agreement is the ninth point. This point explains 

the projects to which the members of the European Union are expected to attend. This point is 

defined in five sub points and each point has three sub-points.  

The first paragraph puts the focus on the positive outputs of the interaction between the 

society structure and government for the preservation of the architectural heritage, constructed 

surrounding and social surrounding. These are related to the theme of “city of tomorrow and 

cultural heritage” for a well organized surrounding and work on the related problems and try 

to develop the conditions.  

One of the commissions of European Union is responsible to protect and develop the building 

quality and in their recent report called “Framework for a Sustainable Urban Development in 

the European Union” points out several issues and projects. These are the projects that aim to 

bring modern architecture into focus and initiate a new concept called European Union 

Development Perspective with the aim of cultural and architectural heritage conservation.  

In the second paragraph the focus is on the definition of architecture and its expansions. In its 

subparagraphs several issues about architecture are focused, for example the central position 

of architecture in culture, history and life, Europe being the cultural heritage of the future, 

architecture being an important element for art of the daily life, architectural quality forming 

the central element for urban and rural environment, architecture being an intellectual, artistic 

and professional occupation. With all these architecture has a role for uniting the union as all 

the regulations should be considered by all the local politics and therefore being a 

professional service that also has a cultural and economical aspect. 

In the third paragraph ideological common issues has been described. This decision points out 

to the issues as historical continuity, quality of public spaces, integration of different social 

groups and richness that comes along with the variability in the city, all of which are common 

for European cities. A good planning would increase the life circumstances, would allow 

social integration by allowing interaction of individuals in urban or rural areas, and also 

cultural tourism is an important element for providing job opportunities which increases the 

life quality in the cultural heritage areas. 

In the fourth paragraph the projects that are expected to be positive by the member countries 

has been described. The member countries are encouraged to work on projects that would 



increase the perception about urban planning and architecture in the society and also in the 

organizations that make decisions about these professions. 

In the fifth section the invitation to the countries are explained.  

With this final decision the European Council of architecture, urban design and urban 

planning these final points have been emphasized: 

• By collaboration with  other member countries and within the framework of structural 

grants to find ways to support the application of principles that belong to the cultural 

heritage and architectural quality 

• To support and expand the activities within the framework of current programs with 

respect to the cultural diversity and urban development culture 

• To increase the interaction between the institutions that connect the cultural heritage 

and architecture and with this to prepare the propaganda programs for a European 

scale activity 

• To support the education of students and professionals and with this to increase the 

quality of the applications and to expand these applications.  

The European Union is one of the biggest and maybe the largest source that provides financial 

help for global development with almost 55% of contribution. In 2005 a new strategy for the 

development support project was initiated by the European Community. The intention of the 

structural funds is to reduce the economical and social differences between the different 

countries of European Union. In Sweden the majority of the funding provided by the 

European Union is devoted to cultural sector as most of the areas where the efforts are put 

affect the cultural heritage directly. 

There are four Community Initiatives within the EU which finance the structural funds as a 

replacement of the structural policy of the European Union. The main idea behind is to focus 

on specific problems which appears in more than one area or in more than one member 

country. The Initiative for Rural Development (LEADER+) focuses on the protection and 

conservation of both natural and cultural values.  

 

 



4. CHAPTER FOUR: Case study Sweden-Stockholm  

Official name is Kingdom of Sweden. It is a Nordic country on the Scandinavian Peninsula in 

Northern Europe. Sweden shares borders with Norway to the west and Finland to the east and 

is connected to Denmark by Oresund Bridge. Sweden is the third largest country in the 

European Union by area. 15% of the country is located within the Arctic Circle. 

 

FIGURE 3: LOCATION OF SWEDEN IN EU MEMBER COUNTRIES. (VIKIPEDIA, 2011) 

4.1. Historical background: 

According to the ancient documents the first settlement in Sweden was around B.C. 800 on 

the southern part of Sweden. The first Swedish people started to migrate towards the northern 

part within time. Afterwards in order to do trading they went towards Mediterranean See. 

During the settlement the Gotar’s and Svear’s had long lasting fights. Upon success of Svear’s 

against Gotar’s the Swedish Empire was established. 

Starting from the A.C 4th century some Germanic tribes has migrated to Sweden. During the 

9th century Swedish kings joined to the attacks of Normanian’s to some West European tribes. 

Then they focused toward east and upon capturing Novgorod and Kiev they settled 

princedoms. During the 10th and 11th century Sweden fought against Norway and Denmark. 

During the 11th century Sweden accepted Christianity as the official religion. In 12th century 



Finland was added to the Swedish kingdom. During 13th century four Scandinavian countries 

(Sweden, Norway, Denmark and Finland) joined under the name of Kalmar Unity. This unity 

lasted around 125 years. Upon increasing conflict between Sweden and Denmark, the 

Swedish king Gustaf Vasa expelled the Danish people and ended the union. In 1523 Swedish 

King Gustaf Vasa announced the freedom of Sweden. During the regime of XIV Karl Sweden 

and Norway were united; however at 1905 with a peaceful agreement this union ended. Since 

then, Sweden has been at peace, adopting a non-aligned foreign policy in peace-time and 

neutrality in war-time. Sweden was neutral during the I. and II. World War and today in order 

to stay neutral is not a member of NATO.  

4.2. �atural structure: 

Sequence of a mountain separates Sweden and Norway. The highest peaks of this mountain 

exceed 2,000 meters. Mountains, descends towards the south and southeast. Sweden has more 

than 90 thousand lakes and the largest ones are Vâtter, Mâlar and Vâner. Vâner’s around, 

outside the south is covered with pine and spruce forests, the south is for agriculture. The 

need for agricultural products is provided about 80 percent of the country by itself. Their main 

products are sugar beets, potatoes and grain. Dairy products are also important.  

Numerous rivers descending from the mountains, through large and small lakes are poured 

into the sea. In the north, beech and sparse undergrowth vegetation encountered. Alpine 

vegetation type occurs in high mountainous regions. Sweden is very rich in terms of 

coniferous trees. There are coniferous forests covering 57 percent of the territory of the 

country. Moreover, large beech, oak, ash, elm trees are also present. In Sweden, reindeer, seek 

refuge, deer, wild animals such as foxes and weasels live. 

4.3. Population: 

Sweden’s population is 9 428 054 according to Statistic Sweden (SBC, 2011). Population 

change is 0.79% from corresponding period previous year. The population exceeded 9 million 

for the first time on approximately in 2004 and population continued to grow at the end of 

2010, despite a drop in immigration for the first time since 2004.  

Compared to continental Europe, Sweden has a relatively low population density of 21 

inhabitants per square kilometer and it is substantially higher in the south than in the north. 



 

FIGURE 4: SWEDISH POPULATION BY PERIOD. (STATISTIC SWEDEN) 

The government tries to encourage settlement on the north part of the county, however, the 

number of inhabitants on the north Sweden is decreasing gradually and over 85% of the 

population lives in urban areas.  

 

FIGURE 5: SWEDISH POPULATION BY SEX AND PERIOD. (STATISTIC SWEDEN) 

115,641 children were born in Sweden last year, this number show us 3.4 percent increase 

happened in 2009, this percentage was also same in 2008. Slightly more boys than girls were 

born. However women population is always more than men in Sweden. 

4.4. Economy 

Swedish economy had recovered although the unemployment rate was around 17% by 1939. 

During the 1950s and 1960s there was full employment, however during 1970s the economy 

had hard periods and suffered from a decline. The unemployment rate also was increasing and 



reached to 9.9% during the beginning of 21st century which then decreased; still with the 

recession of 2009 employment situation was affected. In the Swedish economy a big change 

took place at the end of 20th century where the service industries gained more importance. On 

the other hand agriculture and manufacture industries reduced in size. Today Sweden is still a 

very rich country with high life standards. 

Sweden is a constitutional monarchy with a parliamentary democracy of government and a 

highly developed economy. An industrial and technological leader in several fields, Sweden 

had the fastest economic growth the highest innovation and the most competitive economy in 

the European Union in 2010. Having had one of the world’s highest standards of living for 

hundreds of years, the country is known for its tolerant, secular and egalitarian society. 

(Wikipedia, 2011) 

4.5. International Policy 

Sweden has the highest economic growth and development rate among many other countries. 

Being neutral during the World War I and II allowed Sweden to show success in social 

development. At 1919 Swedish government gave the right to the women to vote before many 

other European countries. Immigration of Danish and Norwegian people that escaped from 

the attacks of Nazis was also allowed. New laws were made to add retirement, child care, 

education and unemployment into social help. Swedish society does not need the permission 

of government to establish any social organization that focuses on solving problems in 

education, environment protection or elderly care. Social services are used commonly in these 

kinds of issues. In 1991 Sweden officially applied to join the EU. In November 1994 a 

majority of the Swedish people voted in favor of joining in a referendum. Sweden joined the 

EU on 1 January 1995. 

The neutral position of Sweden also makes it attractive for immigrants. The majority of the 

country is Swedish (91%) while there are many minorities with the majority of Finnish.  

The largest groups in 2010 were: 

1.  Finland (172,218) 

2. Former Yugoslavia (152,268) 

3.  Iraq (117,919) 

4.  Poland (67,518) 



5.  Iran (59,922) 

6.  Germany (47,803) 

7.  Denmark (46,002) 

8.  Norway (43,819) 

9.  Turkey (40,766) 

10.  Somalia (31,734) 

4.6. Politics 

Sweden is a monarchy with King Carl XVI Gustaf as the head of the state. However the royal 

power is limited only to ceremonial and official functions. The governmental power is the 

Riksdag (Swedish Parliament). It has 349 members and chooses the Prime Minister upon 

Parliamentary elections which are held every four years. 

Sweden is a unitary state with twenty-one states called as (län). These are Stockholm, 

Uppsala, Södermanland, Östergötland, Jönköping, Kronoberg, Kalmar, Gotland, Blekinge, 

Skåne, Halland, Västra Götaland, Värmland, Örebro, Västmanland, Dalarna, Gävleborg, 

Västernorrland, Jämtland, Västerbotten and 7orrbotten. 

 

FIGURE 6: SWEDEN’S 21 STATES. 



Each of these countries has a County Administrative Board, the so called länsstyrelse. These 

are boards that are appointed by Government and led by a Governor or so called 

Landshövding who is appointed for six years. The history of this goes back to 1634 when the 

states were defined by the Swedish Lord High Chancellor Axel Oxenstierna. The board has 

several responsibilities but its main responsibility is to coordinate the development of the 

county within the expected goals defined by the politics. Each state also has a County Council 

or landsting where the assembly that is responsible for policy-making is elected by the 

residents of that state.  

Each state is further divided into a number of municipalities or kommuner. There are 290 

municipalities which are similar to the city commission government and cabinet-style council 

government. The assembly of the municipality (kommunfullmäktige) is composed of 31 and 

101 members (always an uneven number). They are always elected in conjunction with the 

national parliamentary elections which is held every four years. The municipalities are further 

grouped to 2,512 parishes, or församlingar, which are traditionally defined as a subdivision of 

the Church of Sweden, however they are still important as districts for census and elections. 

There are older historical divisions, primarily the twenty-five provinces and three lands, 

which still retain cultural significance (Vikipedia, 2011). 

4.7. Cultural heritage 

As described previously cultural heritage does not belong to the country in which they are. 

Cultural heritage should be international. Culture belongs to the people that are all around the 

world. Every country is proud to share its cultural heritage but on the other hand they are also 

concerned about it. Many of the properties are threatened by destruction and decay and 

therefore the World Heritage List was established. It is based on the UNESCO's Convention 

Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage, which was adopted in 

1972. 

Sweden joined to the Convention in 1985 and has thus - along with more than 180 other 

nations - voluntarily undertaken to protect its own world heritage all the time, and to support 

other countries in their efforts to look after theirs.  

For a property to be inscribed on the list it must satisfy a number of criteria’s. Swedish 

cultural heritage board explained them as; 



A cultural site, for example, must be a masterwork created by humans, a style-setting 

architectural building, a place associated with ideas or beliefs of universal significance, or an 

outstanding example of a traditional way of life which is representative of a particular 

culture.  

A natural site can exemplify important stages in the development of the earth, 

represent ongoing ecological or biological processes, be a landscape of exceptional natural 

beauty or a habitat for endangered animal species.  

The World Heritage List is constantly expanding and now includes 851 sites. Sweden has 12 

cultural heritage, one natural heritage and one mixed heritage area in the UNESCO World 

Heritage list. Ratification of the Convention was done on Tuesday, January 22, 1985. The 

Royal Domain of Drottningholm was the first Swedish site that was inscribed in 1991. 

These are the areas and their definitions in UNESCO World Heritage List: 

Cultural  

• Royal Domain of Drottningholm (1991): Drottningholm - castle, theatre, Chinese 

pavilion and gardens - is the best example of a royal residence built in the 18th century 

in Sweden. It is the finest example of an 18th-century north European royal residence 

inspired by the Palace of Versailles. Since 1980, the monarch has resided at 

Drottningholm Palace outside of Stockholm and uses the Royal Palace of Stockholm 

as his workplace and official residence. 

• Engelsberg Ironworks (1993): Sweden's production of superior grades of iron made 

it a leader in this field in the 17th and 18th centuries. This site is the best-preserved and 

most complete example of this type of Swedish ironworks. 

• Birka and Hovgården (1993): The Birka archaeological site is located on Björkö 

Island in Lake Mälar and was occupied in the 9th and 10th centuries. Birka was also 

important as the site of the first Christian congregation in Sweden, founded in 831 by 

St Ansgar. 

• Rock Carvings in Tanum (1994): The rock carvings in Tanum, in the north of 

Bohuslän, are a unique artistic achievement not only for their rich and varied motifs 

(depictions of humans and animals, weapons, boats and other subjects) but also for 



their cultural and chronological unity. They were carved into the rocks between ca. 

1700-500 B.C. which was at that time at the sea shore. 

• Skogskyrkogården (1994): This Stockholm cemetery was created between 1917 and 

1920. In 1912 an international architectural competition was organized for the purpose 

of creating a new cemetery in a 96 ha tract of pine-clad sand and gravel. Work began 

in 1917 and the formal consecration of the Woodland Cemetery (Skogskyrkogården): 

its first chapel, the Woodland Chapel, was built in 1920 and soon proved to be too 

small, so the Chapel of Resurrection and a service building was added between 1923 

and 1925. 

• Hanseatic Town of Visby (1995): This is a former Viking site on the island of 

Gotland, Visby which was the main centre of the Hanseatic League in the Baltic from 

the 12th to the 14th century. Its 13th-century ramparts and more than 200 warehouses 

and wealthy merchants' dwellings from the same period make it the best-preserved 

fortified commercial city in northern Europe. 

• Church Village of Gammelstad, Luleå (1996): This is the best-preserved example of 

a 'church village', a unique kind of village formerly found throughout northern 

Scandinavia. At its centre there is an early 15th century stone church surrounded by 

424 wood-built houses. It is a remarkable example of the traditional church town of 

northern Scandinavia, and admirably illustrates the adaptation of conventional urban 

design to the special geographical and climatic conditions of a hostile natural 

environment. 

• �aval Port of Karlskrona (1998): Karlskrona is an outstanding example of a late-

17th-century European planned naval city. The original plan and many of the 

buildings have survived intact, along with installations that illustrate its subsequent 

development up to the present day. Karlskrona was founded in 1680 when Sweden 

was a major power. 

• Agricultural Landscape of Southern Öland (2000): Södra Öland is an outstanding 

example of human settlement, making the optimum use of diverse landscape types on 

a single island. The medieval land division uniquely indicates how natural conditions 

dictated the extent of cultivable land at an early stage. This site takes its contemporary 



form from its long cultural history, adapting to the physical constraints of the geology 

and topography. 

• Mining Area of the Great Copper Mountain in Falun (2001): The enormous 

mining excavation known as the Great Pit at Falun is the most striking feature of a 

landscape that illustrates the activity of copper production in this region since at least 

the 13th century. Copper is also used to produce claret red paint which is most famous 

for Sweden. 

• Varberg Radio Station (2004): The Varberg Radio Station at Grimeton in southern 

Sweden (built 1922–24) is an exceptionally well-preserved monument to early 

wireless transatlantic communication. It consists of the transmitter equipment, 

including the aerial system of six 127 m high steel towers. The site is an outstanding 

example of the development of telecommunications and is the only surviving example 

of a major transmitting station based on pre-electronic technology. 

• Struve Geodetic Arc (2005): The Struve Arc is a chain of survey triangulations 

stretching from Hammerfest in Norway to the Black Sea, through 10 countries and 

over 2,820 km. These are points of a survey, carried out between 1816 and 1855 by 

the astronomer Friedrich Georg Wilhelm Struve, who represented the first accurate 

measuring of a long segment of a meridian. The original arc consisted of 258 main 

triangles with 265 main station points. The listed site includes 34 of the original 

station points, with different markings, i.e. a drilled hole in rock, iron cross, cairns, or 

built obelisks. 

�atural  

• High Coast / Kvarken Archipelago (2000): The Kvarken Archipelago (Finland) and 

the High Coast (Sweden) are situated in the Gulf of Bothnia, a northern extension of 

the Baltic Sea. The 5,600 islands of the Kvarken Archipelago feature unusual ridged 

washboard moraines, ‘De Geer moraines’, formed by the melting of the continental ice 

sheet, 10,000 to 24,000 years ago.  

Mixed  

• Laponian Area (1996): The site has been occupied continuously by the Saami people 

since prehistoric times, is one of the last and unquestionably largest and best preserved 



examples of an area of transhumance, involving summer grazing by large reindeer 

herds, a practice that was widespread at one time and which dates back to an early 

stage in human economic and social development. 

Sweden is still in the UNESCO's World Heritage Committee and has its term of six years, 

however in order to allow the parties of other states to get an opportunity to be a member in 

the committee the duration is now reduced to four years. During this period Sweden will be 

involved in various activities, such as: 

• Support the committee´s Global Strategy for a credible and balanced World Heritage 

List 

• Share and communicate an environmental approach that integrates nature and culture 

for improved management of World Heritage sites 

• Support initiatives to research global warming and World Heritage 

• Support efforts and initiatives to minimize threats to World Heritage sites in danger 

• Support U7ESCO's efforts to involve young people in the promotions and 

preservation of our common heritage through education. 

In Sweden the World Heritage sites are owned by different people, either owners or managers 

that are both public and private. World Heritage is managed according to the laws that apply 

to other acts such as the Planning and Building Act, the Environmental Code and the Cultural 

Heritage Act. As there are no special laws for the World Heritage sites mostly they are 

connected to some Boards that are undertaking the coordination and planning of the work. 

The Government has provided an authority from the government that implements the rules of   

National Heritage Board and the Environmental Protection Agency. These have important 

roles in monitoring the development of the work in the world heritage sites and areas and in 

case is required they would support the local governments. They are also important with their 

responsibilities to appoint the UNESCO World Heritage list and the appropriate cultural and 

natural environments. 

 

 

 



4.8. Stockholm  

As seen with a history that extends back to Vikings, Sweden has all kinds of heritage areas. 

Sweden has been selected as an example as it was governing the whole Scandinavia for a long 

period in its history. The work will start investigating the general strategies of Sweden and 

will focus on Stockholm. Therefore it is important to give general information about the 

capital Stockholm. 

 

FIGURE 7: STOCKHOLM IN 1868 

“Stockholm-The capital of Scandinavia”, this is the shortest but at the same time the best 

explanation of Stockholm. Capital has two meanings. The first one is the “biggest and the 

most important city” of the country. The second one is the “money stock”. Stockholm 

includes both meanings and because of this it will always attract people. Due to all these 

reasons Stockholm is the best example to understand all Scandinavian cultural heritage 

protection policies.  

Stockholm became the official capital of the Swedish empire first in 1624. Stockholm 

metropolitan population is over 2 million and increases every year just like Sweden. In 2010 

Stockholm’s population was almost 22% of Sweden's population. Population in the 

municipality is 851,155, in the urban area 1.25 million and all together 2.1 million.  

The first part of the name (stock) means log in Swedish, although it may also be connected to 

an old German word (Stock) meaning fortification. The second part of the name (holm) means 

islet. Over 30% of the city area is made up of waterways and another 30% is made up of parks 

and green spaces. The city was granted the 2010 European Green Capital Award by the EU 

Commission and has been celebrated as Europe’s first green capital. Out of 35 participant 



cities, eight finalists were chosen: Stockholm, Amsterdam, Bristol, Copenhagen, Freiburg, 

Hamburg, Münster and Oslo. 

Its strategic location on 14 islands on the south-central east coast of Sweden at the mouth of 

Lake Mälaren, by the Stockholm archipelago, has been historically important. In The 2008 

Global Cities Index, Stockholm ranked 24th in the world, 10th in Europe and first in 

Scandinavia. 

The old town Gamla Stan was built in 13th century. It consists of medieval alleyways, cobbled 

streets, and archaic architecture. Gothic architecture has had a strong influence in the Old 

Town's construction. Stockholm Cathedral, the Nobel Museum, and the Riddarholm church 

are in Gamla Stan. It is also so important for city because of Sweden’s baroque Royal Palace, 

built in the 18th century after the previous palace Tre Kronor burned down. Beside these 

historical islands Stockholm has 2 world heritage list areas. The Royal Palace Drottningholm 

and the Skogskyrkogården  (The Woodland Cemetery). Stockholm was also 1998 European 

City of Culture. 

4.8.1. City planning in Stockholm  

In the history of Sweden there are two periods between 1570 and 1800 during which Sweden 

was exposed to urban expansion, the first one is around 1580-1690 and the second one is in 

the mid-18th century. The first period was more active then the second. During this time there 

was an increase in the number of urban dwellers in Stockholm. This is a style that is 

comparable to the other European cities where there was an increase in urban populations. It 

also takes place in other cities that have ports. The second part of the growth was defined by 

the increasing populations in the small towns of the north and west. The urban growth began 

around 1750 in response to changes in Swedish trade patterns from the Baltic to the North 

Atlantic. 

However, the most important changes happened after the World War II. Just like the all other 

countries Stockholm was also affected from the World War. In Stockholm lots of houses were 

demolished during this time. So accelerating housing created shortage and this became the 

most important problem. The rest of houses had an increasing rent. As a result of these 

problems public housing companies initiated in the 1930s and established in the 1940s. These 

companies first started renovation of the inner city housing stock. However it was not enough 



for the Capital of Scandinavia. Population increased at the same time so, companies started to 

make new buildings in the new areas like Vällingby or Alby.  

Making new housing area is not sufficient for the cities. Municipality must find some solution 

to connect these new areas to the city center. So an underground traffic system was decided in 

the early 1940s. The most important developments were done in 1950-1978s. It is still 

expanding. These transportation systems are enough to connect these areas to the city center 

but it is not enough to connect different nationalities that live in the same city.  

As mentioned before Stockholm is the capital of Scandinavian. Also one of the most 

economically advances cities. Therefore every year lots immigrants come to this city. 

Immigrants prefer to live with their own nationalities. They cannot find good jobs because 

they do not speak fluent Swedish.  So they cannot pay much for their rents. As a result of 

these factors, they do not have another change to live rather than the suburb areas. 

Alby is the best example for this kind of suburb areas. This area was built in 1970–75 on a 

site about 20 km from central Stockholm. It is directly connected to Stockholm by 

underground system. However, it is not exactly connected with the Swedish people. It is 

really hard to find people who can speak fluent Swedish in Alby. One can easily see these by 

once being there. They live together; they are so close to their neighboring areas but not well 

connected with the Swedish people. This might be a problem in the future because if the 

people cannot live together it means they cannot understand each other and they cannot 

respect each other.  

It would be relevant to compare this process with Istanbul-Turkey. Istanbul is not the capital 

city of Turkey but it is the most important and the biggest city in Turkey. During its history 

Istanbul was not only capital of countries but also capital of empires, like Byzantium and 

Ottoman Empires. It has an excellent view and also it is the only city in the world that belongs 

to two different continents, Asia and Europe. It is not easy to compare these two cities, 

because Stockholm’s population is nearly 2 million but Istanbul’s is 12 million. Istanbul’s 

population is much more than Sweden’s population (nearly 10 million); however Istanbul has 

also the same suburb problems like Stockholm. 

Turkey was also affected from the World War. However the most important chances 

happened after 60s in Turkey. 1960 was the most important political stage for Turkey. After 

1960s lots of immigrants came to Istanbul to find a job. They tried to find a place around the 



city center. When they could not find then they preferred to build it themselves in the areas 

which were without infrastructure. After some time these areas were connected with the city 

by some transportations or new law systems. This is the first style of slum areas in Istanbul.  

The second one is done by housing companies. Istanbul’s population is increasing each year 

more than the previous one. We have lot of problems in the city center which are based on 

this increasing population. Because of these problems some of the people want to live in the 

suburb areas which are designed for these people. They can find their own parks, swimming 

pool, schools and shops, and also they don’t have security. This is really risky for the city. If 

these suburb areas increase then one can find lots of gated communities in the city.   

The third one is the suburb areas that are located in the city center. Because of the second 

style gated communities, some parts of city centre became urban decay areas. These areas can 

be used by some daily workers and especially for the illegal activities.   

All three of these have different consequences for the city. Urban planners and municipality 

have to find different solutions for each of them. If these areas will start to live in themselves 

then one cannot talk about a city but instead just an area where you can find lots of different 

regions to live. 

In these areas there are no language problems as in Stockholm given that most of immigrants 

came from other cities of Turkey who can speak Turkish. On the other hand in Istanbul there 

are also lots of different nationalities which were already there when Turkish republic was 

established in 1923. They know what it means to become a new country. When Turkish 

people started to speak Turkish after 1928 they could learn new Turkish alphabet at the same 

time with the rest of the Turkish people. Furthermore they are not located outside of the city 

but instead they live in the city center. They are already connected with the Turkish people. 

Different nationalities are not a major problem in Istanbul and we are also used to live 

together in our historical period. This immigration problem is so important for cultural 

structure. Cultural heritage can be use as a tool to make more homogeneous society. 

On the other hand; Stockholm grow type is oil drops and because of this the city prefers to 

make finger style metro system. This system is helpful to control the growth of the cities. In 

Istanbul it is not that easy because it includes both linear and oil drops style. Also in Istanbul 

there are 2 big bridges which connect the two continents. These bridges became an 



opportunity to make new suburb areas, at the same time it became threatening to city growth. 

As we all know the transportation is the most important effect for the development of the city.   

Every city has its own culture and characteristics and also they have different urban 

development styles. The most important result at this point is to understand these cities, than 

to try to make some solutions for their own identities. Inger Christofersons explains it clearly 

in these sentences. 

“Sweden is small country and as such it has always been strongly influenced by, and 

dependent on, the surrounding world. This applies today more than ever. For this reason, 

some issues can be recognized as being part of the European debate while other factors- both 

backdrop, issue and attitudes- are unique to Sweden.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5. CHAPTER FĐVE: EFFECTIVE ACTORS I� CULTURAL HERITAGE 

PROTECTIO�  

5.1. International Organizations  

Conservation is a concept that has to happen at an international level. In order to reach this 

goal there are several organizations. In this chapter aims and scopes of these organizations, as 

well as their attitude and actions for the conservation will be discussed. 

5.1.1. U�ESCO 

UNESCO is the most active and important organization that is focusing on conservation. In 

this context to protect the universal cultural heritage it brings financial help and professional 

support to areas that are under risk. ICCROM has been established by UNESCO to collect 

documents about the scientific problems of conservation and also to distribute this. They also 

provide technique support and give education to have professional conservators and they try 

to increase the quality of restoration or conservation. They are composed of 82 main and 

conservation members and 92 associated members and its center is located in Roma. In the 

17th meeting held on 1972 in Paris UNESCO has prepared the natural and cultural heritage 

agreement and this was accepted by 131 countries.  After this agreement a long list of world 

heritage list up to the 20th century has been prepared. These monument and building groups 

have been then officially registered and allowance to use the international world heritage fund 

has been given.  

5.1.2. ICOMOS 

ICOMOS is another organization that is very active in the conservation issues that is the 

international council on monuments and sites. They focus on conservation and heritage as a 

professional organization that has been founded in 1965 in Warsaw. They are focused on 

obtaining information on different fields of conservation and distribute the information via 

publication or in meetings. It has been founded one year after Venetian Council by the 

association of 25 countries and is composed of experts of their field. Their aims have been 

listed as:  

• To bring experts of conservation from the whole world together and create the environment 

for discussion and information exchange, 



• Collect information about conservation rules, techniques and strategies, and to analyze and 

distribute them, 

• To collaborate with other institutions in order to collect documents required for the 

conservation of architectural heritage and development, as well as to work on the acceptance 

of international agreements and their application, 

• To attend to the programs that are entitled to educate conservation specialists that will work 

world-wide, 

• To take a role in providing well educated specialist that will work in the conservation and 

preservation programs. 

5.1.3. European Council  

The other organization that is working on conservation is European Council. The council has 

added the 1st paragraph of the European Culture Agreement on the 19th December 1954 

saying that they will take a role in preservation of European cultural heritage and improve 

involvement of member countries. 

In order to protect the unique architectural heritage of Europe in 1975 a symposium has been 

organized. The motto of the symposium was “Future for our history” and they organized 

events such as exhibitions, movies, seminars and publication. The aim of the symposium was 

to attract the attention of public and government as well as municipalities and focus their role 

for the conservation of the architectural heritage. Upon this symposium in Amsterdam a 

manifesto has been announced which initiated the work on conservation regulations and laws 

and application of these within the economical and social life. Symposia, research and 

seminars continue in these topics, increase inventors of cultural property, protection of the 

character of rural areas. Countries that are associated to the council are also further working 

on the programs to manage their own local regulations and governmental structures required 

for the application of conservation studies. 

5.1.4. Europa �ostra 

Europa Nostra is a Federation for Cultural Heritage which is a platform for 250 heritage 

NGOs. These non-governmental organizations have 150 associate organizations with 1500 

individual members and are active in 45 countries across Europe that are committed to protect 

the cultural heritage in Europe. This is the representative of the very large movement of the 



civil movement in Europe. When international associates are concerned they are very active 

in the field of heritage, especially UNESCO, European Union Institutions and the Council of 

Europe. 

They support the projects for the conservation and protection of the risk areas in Europe and 

they support both national and international initiations. The initiations that are mainly focused 

on conservation are encouraged and they are known by their great effort for increasing the 

importance of cultural heritage preservation. Their success in this has been recognized and 

they were supported by the European Union Prize for Cultural Heritage / Europa Nostra 

Awards, in partnership with the European Commission. 

5.2. Local Organizations in Sweden 

In this part the important characters of Sweden in the cultural heritage conservation will be 

discussed. In this process the investigation will focus on the authority areas. Therefore first 

The Heritage Commemoration Act (Kulturminneslagen, Swedish Code of Statutes 1988:950) 

has been investigated.   

This act contains regulations on ancient monuments, historic buildings, religious monuments 

and export and restoration of cultural object. Everyone in Sweden should share 

responsibilities for the cultural environment due to this act. Authorities and individuals both 

show consideration and respect for the cultural environment. The following authorities and 

institutions have a special role in protection of cultural environment: 

• The �ational Heritage Board (Riksantikvarieämbetet) is the central administrative 

authority. At the national level, the Board has overall responsibility for disseminating 

knowledge about the cultural environment and for information campaigns and contact 

with the public; 

• The Provincial County Administrative Boards (Länstyrelserna) have responsibility 

for the cultural environment at the regional level. This means that they decide on 

matters related to the �ational Heritage Act and are responsible for ensuring that 

protection of the cultural environment is taken into account in regional planning and 

development. The county administrative boards also allocate state funds for the 

restoration of historic buildings, ancient monuments and historic landscapes; 

• The Regional Museums are responsible (together with the provincial administrative 

boards) for major regional efforts to protect heritage resources. Their task includes 



collecting and disseminating knowledge about the cultural heritage of the country. 

The regional museums are often involved in the care or restoration of buildings, 

ancient monuments and historic landscapes; 

• Municipalities are responsible for the protection and development of the cultural 

heritage in local level. This role is exercised, inter alia, with physical municipal 

planning and through the application of the Planning and Building Act 

(1987:10).  

Before giving a detailed explanation of these actors one should look at the Swedish 

Parliament (Riksdag) which is the main actor in Sweden. The Swedish Parliament 

(Riksdagen) has approved the following national cultural policy goals (Government Bill. 

1996/97): 

• To safeguard freedom of expression and create opportunities for everyone to use it, 

• To work towards everyone having the possibility to participate in cultural life, cultural 

experiences and develop personal creativity, 

• To promote cultural diversity and an artistic renewal and quality that counteracts the 

negative effects of commercialism, 

• To provide opportunities for culture to develop into a dynamic, challenging and 

independent force in society 

• To maintain and use the cultural heritage, 

• To promote educational aspirations and 

• To promote international cultural exchanges and encounters between different cultures 

with in the country. 

And The Swedish Parliament (Riksdagen) has approved the following goals for the historic 

environment field (Government Bill 1998/99): 

• A safeguarded and maintained cultural heritage, 

• A sustainable society with attractive and stimulating environments and with historic 

environment work as a driving force in its development, 

• That everyone will have an understanding of, participation in and responsibility for 

their own historic environment, 

• National and international solidarity and respect for the cultural heritage of different 

groups. 

 



5.2.1. The Swedish �ational Heritage Board- Riksantikvarieambetet (RAA) 

The Swedish National Heritage Board is the agency of the Swedish government that is 

responsible for heritage and historic environment issues. Their mission is to play a proactive, 

coordinating role in heritage promotion efforts and to ensure that the historic environment is 

preserved in the most effective possible manner. This is the most important administrative 

agency which works on cultural heritage protection; it is also under the auspices of the 

Ministry of Culture. 

They have 3 main objectives; 

1) Preservation and protection of the historic environment;  

2) Respect for the heritages of different groups;  

3) Appreciation of, commitment to and the assumption of responsibility for one's own 

heritage. 

They are working with national agencies and organizations as well as county administrative 

boards, regional museums and other local groups. As the national coordinating agency, the 

Board has overall responsibility for promoting the objectives of Sweden's heritage policy. 

They are also making report about their research to give information to government.   

-Organization 

National Heritage Board currently consists of the executive group and six departments with 

various activities or operations responsibility. 

Executive group  

The management of the work consists of the National Heritage Inger Liliequist and the 

antiquarian Knut Weibull. 

Secretary 

The secretary works on general strategic issues, such as business intelligence and business 

strategy.  Secretary also coordinates the National Heritage Board's international assignments 

and serves as support for effective management. 

 

 

 



Administrative Department 

Administrative Division consists of support functions such as finance, personnel, 

communications, office, IT and gear. The departments develop and coordinate the Agency's 

administrative support and control systems and internal and external communications. 

Social Division 

Societal Division develops and manages knowledge and instruments for cultural heritage 

exploitation of different social processes. Division develops knowledge, perspectives, 

arguments, methods and instruments to the different social processes anchor the cultural 

heritage for sustainable development. 

Corporate Information 

The Information department works for making information about cultural heritage accessible 

and useful. It involves developing and offering such services for the collection, management, 

use and analysis of analog and digital information on cultural heritage. 

Administrative Affairs 

Office of Administrative work includes questions about how buildings, ancient monuments, 

buildings and landscape areas have to be cared. From 1 January 2010 Swedish Museum 

Service included Administrative Affairs. The unit will provide the subject keeping, preventive 

care items, documents, and transport and storage logistics. 

Division of property and places of interest 

This department is responsible for the management, operation and maintenance of the eighties 

cultural sites and buildings of National Heritage Board administers the state.  

�ational Heritage Board archaeological mission operations 

National Heritage Board's archeological mission is to operate archaeological investigations, 

surveys and other tasks such as the construction and dissemination of knowledge of the 

cultural environment. Society's need for communication and dissemination of new results are 

to be met. Activities are distributed in offices in Stockholm, Uppsala, Linköping, Örebro, 

Mölndal and Lund. 

Advisory Council 

National Heritage Board's since 1st of January 2008 has been replaced by an advisory council 

to exercise transparency in operations and provide advice agency head.  

 



Totally National Heritage Board has about 400 employees. During the digging season, 

increasing staff numbers to around 500-600 because of many seasonal employees. 

-EU& International Cooperation’s: 

Cultural heritage does not only belong to the country that has it. Cultural heritage should be 

international therefore the cultural heritage protection should be done with international 

cooperation’s. EU is the biggest cooperation and Sweden is a member since 1995. Since 1998, 

and in partnership with the National Council for Cultural Affairs, the National Heritage Board 

has been the EU´s contact office for culture in Sweden, Cultural Contact Point of Sweden. 

In December 2003, the Swedish parliament initiated "Common responsibility” - Sweden´s 

policy for global development, the main goal of which is to provide a just and sustainable 

global development and incorporate all political fields. 

The Board of Swedish National Heritage is present in the Council of Europe´s Steering 

Committee for Cultural Heritage and Landscape (CDPATEP). This is a committee that is 

important in formulating the congresses about the cultural heritage. The European Landscape 

Convention which is also known as the Florence Convention, is important with its focus on 

emphasizing the protection, planning and management of the landscapes in Europe. They also 

organize event and take action on topics that concern landscapes.  

Just a short while ago Sweden decided to approve the ELC. ELC will be active starting from 1 

of May 2011. The Swedish National Heritage Board has now the duty to start the application 

on Sweden.  

-Research and Projects 

This year's allocation within the framework of the 2011 research and development funds have 

been 12.8 million SEK allocated to 34 projects and assignments. The need for a 

multidisciplinary approach is great and NHB put special emphasis on contact with 

interdisciplinary research. The results will have clear relevance and applicability. They could 

be used both by boards, museums and the National Heritage Board as well as non-profit 

organizations and the public. These are some of their projects. 

 

 



a. �ational Heritage Board's Access Project 

There are large and significant collections of documents, images, maps and drawings in the 

National Heritage Board. The aim of this project is to access more information about cultural 

heritage in all kind of areas.  

The following access projects have been implemented at the National Heritage Board: 

• Digitization of archival inventories, religious artwork, maps and drawings 

• Retrospective cataloging of the information contained in the library's card catalogs 

• Registration of buildings included in listed buildings 

• Digitization of two unique image collections 

• Digitization and reporting of Parish Church Project 

• Archaeology in Sweden 

• Mature archaeological surveys 

• A review and listing of material from the project Swedish churches 

• Digitization of images and reports from conservation 

• Documentation, restoration and preservation of materials from Mälsåker Castle. 

 

b. �atural and cultural heritage as a resource for sustainable development and growth 

What is the significance of Nordic natural and cultural heritage for sustainable development 

and growth? What are the benefits of collaboration between the two policies? How can their 

role be strengthened? These issues are discussed in the inter-Nordic project "Natural and 

cultural heritage as a resource for sustainable development and growth". 

The project started in summer 2008 and was completed in spring 2011.  The working group is 

represented by ten Nordic authorities from both natural and cultural area: 

 

• National Antique Be (Norway) 

• National Heritage Board (Sweden) 

• Cultural Heritage Board (Denmark) 

• National monument care (Iceland) 

• National Board of Antiquities (Finland) 

• Cultural History Museum (Faroe Islands) 

• Directorate for Nature Management (Norway) 



• Environmental Protection Agency (Sweden) 

• Environment Protection Agency (Iceland) 

• Natural History Museum (Faroe Islands) 

 

c. Pilot project to stop and prevent the looting of antiquities. 

Violation of cultural heritage has many different designs and therefore requires different 

measures to prevent this type of crime. National Heritage Board is working on a broad front 

with the issue. That includes a pilot project on Gotland. The project aims to halt and prevent 

the looting of antiquities. Specially, it is about to do archaeological surveys of vulnerable 

areas and to work with different types of animation. The project should be seen as a 

preliminary study of the work at national level to develop a method to prevent, detect and 

punish looting of antiquities. The work includes finding a new form of contract that can be 

signed with the users so that the land is in the perennial grass, pasture or to assume to the 

unauthorized metal increase. 

 

d."Wow - I really like this picture!"�ational Heritage Board's photos on Flickr 
Commons 

The quote in the title is one of the most frequent comments from people who have looked at 

the photo collection on Flickr Commons. Why the National Heritage Board has selected parts 

of their photo collection for Flickr Commons? National Heritage Board answers that question 

like that:  

The main reason is to reach out to people, to be where people are. At Flickr, we reach an 

exponentially larger audience from around the world who can tag and comment on our 

pictures.  

 

Other objectives are: 

• Get feedback from Flickr users. Many come with positive heckling, which is fun. Some 

also have knowledge of the images that we have not. It also helps to Flickr users to 

correct errors they discover in the image descriptions, such as "there are not three 

men in the picture, but two men and a woman". 

• Possibly allow to use the data gathered through comments and tags in our own image 

database Cultural Image. 



• Increase the use of the images. 

• Directing users to our website where they can search on their own. 

• Testing a Web 2.0 service. 

 

e. Save and preserve-Technology meets Conservation 

National Energy in conjunction with the Swedish Church and the National Heritage Board has 

invested 40 million over four years in a research program on the theme of energy efficiency in 

the cultural and historical buildings. National Heritage Board has received financial support 

from the Energy Agency to help with antiquarian skills for the "Save and Preserve" in energy 

efficiency program in cultural buildings. The program aims to develop knowledge and 

technologies that lead to energy efficiency in buildings without their traits and equipment 

destroyed or mutilated. The goal is to create a lasting foundation of knowledge in the field of 

energy efficiency in older buildings and to contribute to a long-term sustainable management 

of the historically valuable buildings. The buildings to be targeted are 3500 protected 

churches, 2500 listed buildings and buildings that have or will get municipal protection in 

local plans or area regulations. 

 

f. WeReurope 

National Heritage Board participated between 2008-2010 to a EU project which was intended 

to deepen intercultural dialogue as a method for lifelong learning. The project consists of 

partners from various organizations in education, culture and social issues from eight EU 

countries: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Germany, Italy, Slovenia, England and Sweden. 

National Heritage Board implemented the project in a conference in November 2009 in 

Stockholm.  

Main ICD-Conference topics:   

Vienna: “(Past and Present) Border Conflicts and Intercultural Competence”  

Rome: “Culture and Art as Intermediaries to Motivate Marginalized Learners, Artistic 

Expression and Self Consciousness”    

Stockholm: “Popular Culture and Cultural Heritage and its Relevance for Lifelong Learning” 

Sofia: “Basic requirements for Lifelong Learning (focusing on South-East Europe) - 

infrastructure for motivation” 

Kortrijk: “Intercultural Key competences, Impact on Business Culture and Labor Market” 

 



 

As we can see from these projects NHB is working with all different kinds of topics which are 

all important to protect cultural heritage. Some of them are also important for NHBs own 

knowledge. There are some examples to show successful use of the European Union 

membership. 

5.2.2. The County Administrative Board  

The Country Administrative Board was explained in detail at Sweden political system before 

and in this part they focused on the cultural environment and city planning department of 

Country Administrative Board. 

City planning 

There are many factors that are important and have to be taken into account for city planning. 

Some of these factors are settlements and use of the land. The County Administrative Board 

works on these and prepares the authorized documents about different situation that are 

important during city planning.  Their aim has been to be able to form good, secure living 

conditions which can be kept for long term. Besides municipal authorities there are also some 

public authorities. Together these provide support and give advice and provide a basis for the 

planning, both general and local planning. The County Administrative Board provides advice, 

also investigates and acknowledges the planning with the main concern on human health and 

safety, national interests, environmental quality ideas and topics that involve several 

municipal authorities in the county. 

The main acts which are related with city planning are Planning and Building Act and the 

Environmental Act. County Administrative Board is the place for the citizens who are against 

these acts. The country administrative board reviews the municipality’s decision if it is 

suspected that national or inter-municipal interests were not satisfied or that public health and 

safety were jeopardized. Unless an appeal has been made against the decision, or unless the 

county administrative board reviewed it on its own initiative, the municipal adoption of a plan 

becomes legal after three weeks (Alfredsson, 2002). 

 

Cultural environment  

The County Administrative Board is responsible for protecting, looking after and informing 

about: 



• historic remains  

• buildings and settlements  

• churches and cemeteries  

• locations of interest from an industrial history point of view  

• cultural landscape.  

The use of the land has to be controlled and therefore the County Administrative Board is 

active in making different decisions related to how one can use the land. For example, in 

order to be able to start a construction work maybe an archeological search is necessary. The 

board informs people about the environment and how the buildings can be protected and also 

managed. The County Administrative Board can award grants to protect various cultural 

environments. 

There are two main laws that will help us, which are the Heritage Conservation Act and the 

Environmental Code. In Sweden the National Heritage Board is the central authority for 

cultural environment conservation. 

5.2.3. The Regional Museum: 

These museums are the third important actors in cultural heritage protection. They are also 

making cooperation with other actors. Stockholm City Museum is the main museum in 

country of Stockholm.  

 

Stockholm City Museum 

The City Museum Cultural Heritage Administration is the City of Stockholm’s expert body 

on matters relating to archaeology, history of architecture and city planning. The functions of 

the Cultural Heritage Department include defining and describing the value of heritage, and 

working for its preservation and care in Stockholm’s buildings and environments. The 

buildings concerned cover all periods and are located in every part of the city. In this 

department; conservation officers, archaeologists, photographers and their assistants are 

working. 

 

The Cultural Heritage Department is also an official consultative body for the Stockholm 

County Administrative Board for all kind of subjects which are related to listed buildings and 

churches. The Museum's conservation officers are also responsible for documenting the city's 

buildings and urban environment when changes happened. 



The Cultural Heritage Department is the official consultative office for all kinds of matters 

related with external and/or internal modification of buildings or environments of cultural and 

historical value. This department is also making an inventory which can be seen in the figure. 

In this map all buildings categorized by their value. Blue represents the green buildings that 

has the most important value, green buildings has less values than blue and yellow has certain 

value  finally grey has no value.   

 

 

FIGURE 8: CITY MUSEUM INVENTORY 

 

 

The city museum has also taken a role in city planning process as City Planning and Building 

Control Committee. Both in comprehensive plan of all Stockholm and detailed development 

plan of a small area. Detail development plan decides which building should take place on a 

site.  

To become successful at cultural heritage protection the department draws up cultural and 

historical documentation for planning. This documentation may comprise historical archive 



material, inventories, and archaeological investigations, cultural and historical classifications. 

At this point Planning and Building Act is implemented. 

On The other hand the Cultural Environment Department of the City Museum Administration 

has some research in archaeology under the County Administrative Board’s decisions. The act 

which is related with archeology has been focused on Ancient Monuments and Finds Acts. 

Preserve remains are the main purpose of this act. This department has some surveys about 

archaeology. These surveys are often carried out in conjunction with various building 

operations where ancient monuments and findings are affected. 

The city museum is working as a consultation place. They are connected with all other actors 

and if these other actors need deep research or information city museum is the right place. The 

City museum on the other hand doesn’t have much legal competency and should fallow the 

related acts. 

 

5.2.4. The Municipalities 

 

Sweden has 21 counties and 290 municipalities. The municipalities have 101 members and 

they are governed by an assembly which is called as “kommunfullmäktige”. A municipal 

assembly is the decision-making body governing each of the 290 municipalities of Sweden. 

The members of the municipalities are selected through elections which take place every four 

year. The council meetings are open to public and take place twice a year. In this meeting the 

council also selects a Municipal executive committee (kommunstyrelse) that is consisting of 

13 members. These members are important for representing both the political majority and the 

opposition. They have the responsibility to apply the strategies that are accepted by the 

assembly. This political organization also has eight governing full-time Commissioners 

(borgarråd) and four Commissioners representing the opposition. The Commissioner of 

Finance (finansborgarråd, sometimes called Mayor) is responsible to head the work. 

Stockholm is one of 21 counties and it has 26 municipalities. 

 



 

FIGURE 9: STOCKHOL MUNICIPALITYS 

Stockholm Municipality is one of the most important one. This municipality is subdivided 

into 14 districts. They have no legal entities or juristic persons of their own, but committees of 

the municipality themselves. These districts are administered by District Councils, which 

carry responsibilities for primary school, social, leisure and cultural services within their 

respective areas. The members of these councils are not directly elected by the inhabitants of 

the respective districts, but rather appointed by the municipal assembly. 

 

Stockholm city centre, 

Kungsholmen, 7orrmalm, Södermalm, Östermalm 

South Stockholm 

Enskede-Arsta-Vantör, Farsta, Hagersten-Liljeholmen, Skarpnack, Skarholmen, Alvsjö, 

West Stockholm  

Bromma, Hasselby-Vallingby, Rinkeby-Kista,Spanga-Tensta 



 

FIGURE 10: STOCKHOLM MUNICIPALTY BORDER 

 

5.2.4.1. Stockholm Municipality 

 

To understand the Stockholm municipality it is important to look at its organization system. 

 

FIGURE 11: MUNICIPALITY ORGANISATION CHART 



City Council 

The City Council is Stockholm City’s supreme decision-making body. The 101 Councilors’ 

are elected by the citizens every four years. The City Council makes decisions about matters 

of principle, and approves goals and guidelines.  

�ominations Committee 

The Nominations Committee is responsible for organization and implementation of 

government, County Council, Municipal Council and EU Parliament elections. 

City Audit Board 

The City Audit Office inspects all municipal activity governed by the city, including 

companies and foundations, to assure that they comply with good accounting principles. 

City Executive Board 

The City Executive Board consists of 13 members. The number of members from each party 

is in proportion to their representation in the City Council. The City Executive Board makes 

its own decisions, and it prepares comments on matters to be handled by the City Council. 

Finance Committee 

Makes decisions about premises, matters related to the City's borrowing, assets in 

foundations, surety matters etc. 

Personnel and Equal Opportunities Committee 

Makes decisions about certain contract and pension matters, and follows up the equality and 

diversity plans of the boards and companies. 

Integration Drafting Committee 

The integration Drafting Committee has central responsibility for the City's activities in the 

integration field. 

The Council of Mayors 

The political organization contains eight mayors. They are full-time politicians and they are 

elected by the City Council. Each mayor heads a special department, an administrative 

division. In addition, there are four vice mayors who represent the Opposition parties. The 

mayors form the Commissioners Council. 

Finance division 

The Finance Division leads and plans political work.  

City Planning and Real Estate Division  

The City Planning and Real Estate Division is responsible for directing the committees and 

boards who report to the Commissioner. 

Environmental and Real Estate Division 



The Environmental and Traffic Division is responsible for directing the committees and 

boards who report to the Commissioner. 

Schools and Education Division  

The Schools and Education Division is responsible for directing the committees and boards 

who report to the Commissioner.  

Housing and Urban Development Division  

The Housing and Urban Development Division is responsible for directing the committees 

and boards who report to the Commissioner.  

Elderly Division  

The Elderly Division is responsible for directing the committees and boards who report to the 

Commissioner.  

Social Welfare and Labor Market Division  

District Council is responsible for individuals and family care, support and service for people 

with special needs, refugee reception, financial assistance, labor market measures. The 

division is also responsible for the integration council, Jobbtorg Stockholm and directing the 

committees and boards who report to the Commissioner.  

Culture and Sports Division  

The division is responsible for directing the committees and boards who report to the 

Commissioner.  

District Councils  

Stockholm’s 14 district councils are responsible for many of the municipal services in their 

geographic areas.  

Specialist Committees  

Each specialist committee is responsible for its operations throughout the municipality.  

Stockholm’s Stadshus AB  

The Group’s operations include housing, water and sewage management, harbor operations, 

administration of school and care service buildings, parking, tourism and culture. 

 

In the last strategic plan “The new City Plan, The Walkable City 2010” they have 10 main 

strategies which all somehow connected with culture but one of them is directly focused on 

this subject “A city rich in experiences, culture and history”  

 

 

 



Planning aim 

Continue to increase knowledge about the city’s history and incorporate historical assets in 

the planning process During the planning process, the city must preserve and develop its 

historical assets and safeguard the national interest in preserving cultural environments by 

improving collaboration between the city’s administrations and with the national authorities. 

Particularly valuable buildings and environments are to be given priority. 

 

In that plan the importance of knowledge has been emphasized and also that the City 

Museums sources are being used.  

It is important to define what is important with the perspective of cultural heritage value. The 

view of what belongs as a heritage has been extended and now also includes the new housing 

sites and so on. Currently there is a big range of information available for planning which 

includes also ancient documents about monuments and historical buildings and about 

landscape, both for the inner and outer part of the city. 

As the city was growing towards inwards instead of outwards an increasing density of 

housing had to be developed. It is known from experience that it is possible to make additions 

to existing building with modern architecture and to keep the contrast to the buildings that are 

surrounding these building while keeping the unique properties of the area. In Stockholm the 

urban development and the increase in the density also led to different perspectives for the 

city, such as when Lindhagensgatan was transformed into an esplanade all the way to 

Ulvsundasjön Lake.  Besides all, these also allow creation of new initiations that can bring 

new looks into some traditional buildings that are unique in their way.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6. CHAPTER SIX: CO�CLUSIO� 
 

Conservation is preserved in the cities where the infrastructure and pavement is renovated 

periodically and the function and social structure is preserved till today. Preservation should 

be done without damaging the source. In the world the first totalitarian approach appeared in 

the Amsterdam Manifesto and has been the initiation for the first conservation models for the 

world. In this context the historical context and the surrounding has been preserved together 

and the aim was focused on keeping culture alive. Cultural heritage has been created by 

humans, is still being created and will be created as well. It is the humanity that creates, uses 

the cultural heritage and also puts a meaning on it. In its core the most important thing is 

which approaches the humans take and how this determines the conservation and protection 

of cultural heritage and the historical environment.  

 

Each country, depending on their government structures and the planning systems, has 

different conservation of cultural heritage methodologies. In Turkey the concept of renovation 

has been first initiated by protection of monuments and has been establish in a more 

totalitarian structure in the mean time. In 2005 the concept of having laws to protect urban 

renovation has appeared. With the urban renovation concept the aim is to solve the problems 

that exist in the historical heritage areas and to keep these areas alive. However, renovation in 

the cities should not be interpreted as destroying or ruining the old to increase the quality of 

social space and protect physical environment, as such unpleasant examples exist. All the 

renovation work done under the name of conservation should protect the physical 

environment as well as the social and cultural values, and should provide a potential 

development to these values. Moreover, one of the most important problems in Turkey is the 

conflicts between authorities. Therefore there are many complications in the application 

process.  

 

The planning system in Sweden has been distributed among different players. This is seen 

better when compared to Turkey where all the authority is given to one player. This kind of 

long term planning studies should be discussed by several institutions. In Sweden, besides the 

conservation areas that are in the UNESCO World Heritage List, there are no other local 

projects, however the focus of the existing projects aim not only local preservation but also 

focus on the social structure. With this approach Sweden is separated from Turkey. One of the 

major issues of Sweden is immigration and this is the main focus. They believe that if the 



society is more heterogeneous and polarized it is harder to interpret the value of the cultural 

heritage depending of which group has the right of interpretation. A possible use of cultural 

heritage could be to protect the “Swedish” values which would make this a single-valued 

cultural heritage. Therefore it is important to create more regional, local and other identities to 

have more opportunity to have a development in the cultural heritage. 

 

Due to the increase in the number of immigrants Sweden is also facing another issue, which is 

housing. When the landscapes are changes the cultural heritage is also reshaped. This may 

then mean either the cultural heritage might be lost as the new use of possible cultural 

heritage areas might not be well preserved or can also be that the new use of these areas may 

increase the possibility of better conservation of the cultural heritage. Nowadays the change in 

the landscape happens faster than before which then brings along the responsibility on the 

actors that should together have better conservation plans and should take care of the cultural 

heritage. 

 

In Sweden due to the European collaboration and increase in labor market brings up new 

actors both in Sweden as well as in other countries. This may in the long-term allow a wider 

perspective on the conservation of cultural heritage and may bring an extended study on the 

cultural heritage work. 
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