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“I dream of a city of bread and festivals, where those who don’t have the 
bread aren’t excluded from the carnival. I dream of a city in which action grows out of knowledge and  

 understanding; where you haven’t got it made until you can help others to get where you are or beyond; 
where social justice is more prized than a balanced budget; where I have a right to my 
surroundings, and so do all my fellow citizens; where we don’t exist for the city but are 

seduced by it; where only after consultation with local folks could decisions be made 
about our neighbourhoods; where scarcity does not build a barb-wire fence 

around carefully guarded inequalities; where no one flaunts their authority and 
no one is without authority; where I don’t have to translate 

my ‘expertise’ into jargon to impress officials and confuse citizens.”

Leonie Sandercock, 
 in 

Cosmopolis II: Mongrel Cities 
in the 21st Century, 

2003.

10 million 
population

1 million 
in informal sector

22% 
immigrant population

4th largest 
Indian city

260 
public parks

2nd longest 

beach in the world

2
major rivers

40000
pavement dwellers

4.5%
green cover in suburbs

2.6 million
2 wheelers vie for road space

1beach 
threatened by infrastructure 

projects

4 major 
religions

8% 
population growth rate

18.6 %
slum dwellers

1 million 
jobs required

10 %
below poverty line

5922
/km2 popn density

1200 
sq km extent

1.5 trips / capita in 

public 
transport

90% work in 

tertiary sector

90% 
literacy rate

Only 9.5% 
green cover

42/112
LEED buildings in India

20+ shopping 

malls planned

2.7times
cars increase in 10 years

45% trips by 

pedestrians 
and bikes

“…urban planning, dominated as it traditionally has been by a primary resort to drawing 
board design and, in particular, by the process of designing from the map (a notorious 
instrument for self-deception if ever there was one), was completely immersed in the 
details of human spatial organization as expressed in land use.”

“A genuinely humanizing urbanism 
is yet to be brought into being. It remains for revolutionary theory to 
chart the path from an urbanism based in exploitation to an 
urbanism appropriate for the human species. And it remains for 
revolutionary practice to accomplish such a transformation.”

David Harvey,
in 
Social Justice and The City,
2009

Statistics from Second Masterplan for Chennai 2008, The Corporation of 
Chennai, The Times of India, Census of India 2011.
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THEORY 
REVIEW
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SCENARIO 
FREE UNIVERSITY

METHOD                     <<ANALYSIS><><PROPOSAL>>

EVERYDAY URBANISM

Collection of essays, edited 
by  Margaret Crawford, John 
Chase, Kaliski John 

 Monacelli Press 2008

Review of book to establish 
the theoretical background 
for the  project, and better 
understand the ideas and 
concepts behind Everyday 
Urbanism as a distinct 
paradigm. The result of this 
step will serve as the lens 
to analyze and propose for 
the situation in Chennai at 
different scales.

Aspects Considered

Definition
Salient features
Applicability in practice
Examples of projects

Results

Selection of concepts and 
ideas relevant to current 
project from the 12 essays 

Deliverables

Summary in words
Graphic representation of key 
concepts

In a city of 1000 voices, unilateral 
design  is doomed to fail!

EVERYDAY URBANISM

3. MAKING THE CITY 4. DIRECTIONS FOR DESIGN

Concepts from book by Chase, J. Crawford,M. Kaliski,J. 2008. Los Angeles: Monacelli Press.

1. THE URBAN EVERYDAY 2. LOOKING AT THE CITY
EVERYDAY SPACE

THE CITY SHAPED BY EXPERIENCE
DILEMMA of 20th century urban design

DESIGN OF THE EVERYDAY CITY

THE CITY OF THE PEOPLE

NEW URBAN FLUIDITY
NEW FLUID URBANITY

conceptual purityof architecture is at loggerheads with

complex plurality of the contemporary city
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understanding of the city

challenges 
formalism of architecture 

abstraction of planning

?

connective 
tissue 
that contrasts 
planned space

neglected by inhabitants 

ignored by city planners

disregarded by critics

+ creative
+ improvised
+ experimental

public life 
in the 21st 
century

 “The true issue is not to make 
beautiful cities or well managed 
cities, it is to make a work of life. 
The rest is a by product”

-Raymond Ledrut

EVERYONE = EXPERT
Shifting of power from professional  to people

multiplicity of 
responses
No universal everyday space, changes 
with speci�c times and places.

CONTINUOUS
The everyday city is a 
project that knows no end

PERFORMANCES
constitute space as 
much as built form

CITY DESIGN
reconciles the intellectual abstraction of urban 
design and the formalism of architecture with the plural 

forces of the everyday city. 

IGNORED SPACE
UTILISATION

PROGRAMME
COMBINATION

INFORMAL USE
OGRANISATION

CURRENT PATTERN
REINFORCEMENTURBAN DESIGN

PRIVATE
PUBLIC
PRIVATE

PUBLICPUBLICPUBLICPUBLIC

PRIVATEPRIVATE

Conventional boundaries 
that exist in the city need 
to be 

rede�ned

Public place on private land 
initiative in West Hollywood, Los 
Angeles, USA.

Bu�er zones between public and 

private  used for micro 
public spaces.

3 ingredients balance 

vitality with 
stability.

Techniques challenge convention, 

empower 
voice over form.

A method of working based on 

space 
improvisation.

Planning policy for 
neighbourhood places in 
Pasadena, California, USA.

Project to empower and support 
street vendors in MacArthur Park, 
Los Angeles, USA.

Project for minipark and street 
improvisation  in West Oakland, 
California, USA.

Bottom up restructuring of urban space from

Monumental public 
space is not necessarily 
all inclusive

Juxtaposition and combination of 

activities
people

place

generic space 

speci�c places

multiple sites 
for multiple expressions

THIRD SPACE(S)
Use changes 

with time

Jacobs associated 
speci�c forms with 
good urbanism

Corbusier imposed 
grand visions that 
denied the richness 
of the city

actual experience 
has no substitute, inspite of many ways of 
mapping, diagramming and theorizing 
about the city

ephemerality 
cacophony 
multiplicity
simultaneity

skills voices       dreams      desires 

designer city dwellers

evolving 
material story

CITY AS BRICOLAGE
recombination and extrapolation 
of present elements - new, old, present, simulated and spectacular within a 
framework of everyday situations – to achieve urban vitality

City design proceeds tactically from the ground up 
to realize desired objects and places out of the debates and panoply of resulting choices. It ferrets 

out, values, encourages and intensi�es the irregularities and 
juxtapositions of daily life with regard to program and form.

Civic 
facility

Open space

Commercial 
enterprise

Alternative models to suit 
vendors’ preferences

Enhanced existing use based 
on street observations

Vibrant localities thriving on small scale

INTERDEPENDENCIES

CHENNAI MASTERPLAN

Chennai Metropolitan 
Development Authority,2008

Review of policy document  
to understand existing 
public space distribution 
and proposed changes in the 
Chennai metropolitan area. 

Documentation of currently 
accessible public spaces 
from personal experience, 
new reports and photographs

Classification of public 
spaces to elaborate on 
challenges they present.

Aspects Considered

Authority’s perspective
Actual situation on site
Lived experience
Distinguishing features

Results

Selection of concepts and 
ideas relevant to current 
project from the 12 essays 

Deliverables

Summary in words
Graphic representation of key 
concepts

Proposal for design process 
based on theory review as 
well as preliminary study of 
current situation. This stage 
forms the basis for evolution 
of the project and proposal of 
solutions at different scales.

Aspects Considered

Existing process
Infusion of alternate approach
Linear vs cyclic process
Closer integration of users

Results

Alternate design process that 
includes everyday urbanism 
tactics within the conventional 
planning framework. The aim 
is to achieve a middle ground 
between the strategy based 
planning model and tactic 
oriented everyday urbanism 
model.

Deliverables

Graphic representation of 
proposed design process, 
showing actors, scales and 
steps

Mapping of connections 
between actors in the design 
process, showing connection 
intensity, and influence at 
different design scales

Creation of catalogues that 
will serve as background tools 
for both users and designers 
to choose relevant tactics 
for public spaces. Three 
catalogues that draw from 
the vernacular, the informal 
and the contemporary will be 
developed.

Aspects Considered

Variety in tactics
Applicability in city context
Possible user reception
Integration of sustainability
Ease of implementation
Possibility for transformation

Results

Each of the catalogues will be 
populated with 20 elements 
in the first stage. These will 
act as starting points for users 
to shape urban public space 
through the new proposed 
design process. Users can 
then add new tactics to the 
catalogues in collaboration 
with other actors

Deliverables

3 Catalogues of 20 items each, 
with summary, simple sketch 
idea and photograph of the 
tactic being discussed

Proposal of strategies at city 
scale to establish a coherent 
system of public spaces. These 
strategies will involve spatial 
as well as temporal changes 
in the current city structure. 
The idea is to keep investment 
requirements to a minimum 
and yet achieve a substantial 
transformation in the quality 
and quantity of public spaces 
available to citizens.

Aspects Considered

Existing public space 
character
Possibility for new spaces
Potential success of newly 
create public spaces
Current usage patterns
Existing programme mix

Results

A set of citywide strategies 
for public space creation and 
usage

Deliverables

Map of Chennai city showing 
newly proposed public spaces

Sketches and text explaining 
the strategies being proposed

Choice of focus area for next 
scale of design

Analysis at locality scale 
to understand conditions 
that exist in the chosen 
neighborhood. This step 
serves as a starting point for 
the proposal at the locality 
scale which connects city 
level strategies with street 
level tactics. Spaces and 
connections between spaces 
will be the focus at this scale of 
analysis.

Aspects Considered

Programmes in the locality
Connections and networks
Mass void relationships
Public space character
Usage patterns

Results

Recording of programme mix
Mapping of connections
Documentation of spatial 
character

Deliverables

Maps showing different 
aspects under analysis that 
help establish locality specific 
conditions

Photographs that supplement 
these maps and enable 
understanding the lived 
experience in the area

Proposal at locality scale 
based on analysis done in 
previous step. The idea here is 
to bridge city level strategies 
and public space level tactics. 
This intermediate stage 
involves  identification of 
locations for different types 
of interventions within the 
locality, after considering the 
situation within as well as 
around.

Aspects Considered

Programmes in the locality
Connections and networks
Mass void relationships
Public space character
Usage patterns

Results
Solutions specific to context

Deliverables

Maps showing location of 
tactical interventions

Map of proposed programmes 
in public space

Map of proposed connections 
to supplement existing 
network

Map of interventions  
superimposed on built fabric 
to show future condition

Analysis of existing situation 
at street level based on 
site photographs, personal 
experience and information 
collected from users. The 
intention is to understand 
details of the site at a finer 
grain so that the proposals 
can reinforce current patterns 
instead of being in conflict 
with them.

Aspects Considered

Existing built form
Connections
Detailed programme
Usage patterns
Setting in city context

Results

Summary analysis of key 
features of the site that might 
serve as starting points for 
detailed design solutions 
that leverage the everyday 
urbanism approach

Deliverables

Brief analysis in words
Photo documentation of key 
spots to create understanding 
of the lived experience on site
Programme inventory to show  
variety in activity and space
Maps of connections
Summary of usage patterns
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MICRO PROPOSALS
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conventional statistics
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web presence
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location of elements
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recon�guration of circulation
temporary events
periodic events
spontaneous acitivites

last mile design solutions
daily operation of public space
implementation of micro proposals
conduct of events
continuous user obervations
user engagement initiatives
identi�cation of new spaces
selection of designers

ownership of public space
creation of policies
enforcement of regulations

lease of urban space
provision of human resources
expert consultancy

implementation of micro proposals
provision of services
possible space lease

user engagement
use observations
facilitation of collaborations

establishment of everyday urbanism framework
proposal of locality themes
synthesis of contextual design from ideas
suggestions for micro proposals
incorporation of sustainbaility concepts

use of public space
provision of ideas
design of space
engagement in new activities

vernacular
informal
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actorsactors

scale scale

analysis

evolving 
material story

CONTINUOUS
The everyday city is a 
project that knows no end
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P

PUBLIC SPACE 
PROPOSAL 2

SCENARIO 
OFFICE PARK

Proposal at street/square 
scale based on analysis 
done in previous step in two 
alternative scnarios. The first 
scenario is based on low key 
interventions focussing on 
tactics and invovling very 
little new investment. This will 
enable quick implmenetation 
and immediate positive 
impacts for different user 
groups.

Aspects Considered

Programmes in the street
Space availability in campus
Mass void relationships
Existing programme lack
User groups

Results
Spatialised tactic suggestions

Deliverables

Application of tactics on 
specific sites after modification 
to local conditions

Detailed plans with tactical 
interventions located

Detailed plan of movement 
networks

Imagined street level 
experience on implementation 
of proposal

Proposal at street/square 
scale based on analysis done in 
previous step in two alternative 
scnarios. The second scenario 
is based on tactics supported 
my larger strategies which 
require some investment and 
time to implement. This will 
create greater positive impacts 
for different user groups in a 
sequential and collaborative 
process.

Aspects Considered

Programmes in the street
Space availability in campus
Mass void relationships
Existing programme lack
User groups

Results
Strategic & tactical suggestions

Deliverables

Application of tactics on 
specific sites after modification 
to local conditions

Detailed plans with tactical 
and strategic interventions

Detailed plan of movement 
networks for various modes

Imagined street level 
experience on implementation 
of proposal



In a city of 1000 voices, unilateral 
design  is doomed to fail!

EVERYDAY URBANISM

3. MAKING THE CITY 4. DIRECTIONS FOR DESIGN

Concepts from book by Chase, J. Crawford,M. Kaliski,J. 2008. Los Angeles: Monacelli Press.

1. THE URBAN EVERYDAY 2. LOOKING AT THE CITY
EVERYDAY SPACE

THE CITY SHAPED BY EXPERIENCE
DILEMMA of 20th century urban design

DESIGN OF THE EVERYDAY CITY

THE CITY OF THE PEOPLE

NEW URBAN FLUIDITY
NEW FLUID URBANITY

conceptual purityof architecture is at loggerheads with

complex plurality of the contemporary city

architecture                                            architects
urban space                                            plannersWITHOUT

VERNACULAR

STRATEGIES

TACTICS*
social
political
aesthetic
economicPr

od
uc

t o
f

MULTIDIMENSIONAL
understanding of the city

challenges 
formalism of architecture 

abstraction of planning

?

connective 
tissue 
that contrasts 
planned space

neglected by inhabitants 

ignored by city planners

disregarded by critics

+ creative
+ improvised
+ experimental

public life 
in the 21st 
century

 “The true issue is not to make 
beautiful cities or well managed 
cities, it is to make a work of life. 
The rest is a by product”

-Raymond Ledrut

EVERYONE = EXPERT
Shifting of power from professional  to people
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Public place on private land 
initiative in West Hollywood, Los 
Angeles, USA.
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private  used for micro 
public spaces.

3 ingredients balance 

vitality with 
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Techniques challenge convention, 

empower 
voice over form.

A method of working based on 

space 
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of present elements - new, old, present, simulated and spectacular within a 
framework of everyday situations – to achieve urban vitality

City design proceeds tactically from the ground up 
to realize desired objects and places out of the debates and panoply of resulting choices. It ferrets 

out, values, encourages and intensi�es the irregularities and 
juxtapositions of daily life with regard to program and form.
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1. BACKGROUND 2. CURRENT SITUATION

3. LIVED EXPERIENCE

Chennai

Municipal Corporation

Metropolitan Area

Accessible 
Public Spaces

Public spaces that are not commercial 
activity based. These do not  target specific  
socioeconomic user groups and are open 
to all for active use: Parks and Beaches.
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5

Street taken over by moving and 
stationary vehicles.

Shopping malls offer convenience in 
controlled indoor space.

River and canal banks treated as 
residual spaces.

Carefully manicured lawns fail to 
attract people in large numbers.

Chennai’s green cover is among the 
greatest in Indian metropolises.

Abandoned streetsides are taken over 
by homeless for shelter.

Public buildings from the colonial 
area remain under used.

Traditionally active temple tanks 
inaccessible to general public.

Small gardens provide respite from 
concrete jungle in few localities.

Largest green areas are under 
institutional ownership.

Excessive commercialisation robs 
street of character.

Sports venues occupy inner city space 
but are used by a minority.

Under used river banks get polluted 
and are home to informal settlements.

Some neighborhood parks serve as 
meeting points for residents.

Even the central business districts are 
endowed with greenery.

Upgradation initiatives focus on high 
investment aesthetic landscaping.

High end clubs and bars are meeting 
places for the urban elite.

Even beach fronts in some cases get 
used for private activities.

New parks created to reclaim central 
green areas for public use.

Some riverfront green areas are well 
maintained in private hands.

In the south east coast, the 4th largest Indian city. 1189 km2, one of fastest growing cities globally. 174 km2, 4.7 million residents Second Master Plan 2008

N

Major roads

Railways

River Cooum

River Adyar

Buckingham Canal

Suburban Railway

Elevated Railway

Guindy National Park

Marina Beach

Historic City Centre

Chennai Port

I.T Corridor

Business District
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CATALOGUE VERNACULAR

Semi open flexible spaces usually 
present to separate the private 
zones in the house from the public 
zones in the street. The thinnai is an 
important feature of Tamil vernacular 
architecture. It serves as a resting 
space for travellers, a conversation 
area for local residents and sometimes 
even as an informal commercial space.

Semi open 
Flexible Space

The inner courtyard is typical of 
vernacular architecture across India. 
It is in many cases both a climate 
modifying element as much as a 
semi public and informal living area. 
Activities in the courtyard include 
cooking, celebration of festivals, 
hosting guests, gardening to even 
outdoor dining and sleeping.

Inner 
Courtyard

The open air market, in many cases a 
temporary occurrence,  is an important 
commercial space in villages and 
towns. With only a large open space, 
local entrepreneurs are able to display 
their wares on a regular basis to 
prospective customers. This concept 
has been adapted to cities where they 
become regularly organized events.

OOR SANDHAI
சந்ைத

Open Air
Market

The community water tank is a simple 
form of rainwater harvesting in a 
country that is heavily dependant 
on the monsoons. In many cases, 
sacred protections are attached 
to these water bodies, in order to 
maintain potability of the water. The 
waterfronts  double up as a spaces for 
everyday activities as well as festivals.

Community 
Water Tank

A simple structure, usually consisting 
of only a roof over columns, 
the mandapam is traditionally 
associated with religious complexes. 
Performances such as music and 
dance can happen here, with almost 
no additional infrastructure. These 
spaces also provide shelter from sun 
and rain for weary travellers.

Performance 
Space

The verandah is a buffer zone that 
separates enclosed spaces from the 
elements. These spaces can flank a 
built structure on all sides and can 
be used for a variety of activities, 
ranging from informal events to local 
community meetings. The verandah 
is always naturally ventilated and lit, 
and offers shelter from the elements.

Multi Use
Buffer Space

The annual village festival, is a carnival 
with song, dance, art, food and 
much more, characteristic of village 
life. Residents gather to organize 
the carnival every year, with many 
returning to their villages from the 
cities to be part of the community 
event. Aspects of the thiruvizha have 
found their way into urban life today.

Festival and 
Procession

Therukkoothu is a traditional art 
form involving dissemination of 
moral stories through theatre. The 
requirement for space and other 
services is almost nil. The medium has 
also been successfully used in recent 
times to spread awareness among 
communities who do not have access 
to formal education.

Street
Theatre

The village music tradition is 
associated with agriculture and 
other fields requiring hard manual 
labour. The music usually praises the 
elements of nature for their kindness. 
This art form is dying out today with 
the advent of mass media, but certain 
initiatives are trying to bring them 
back into popular culture.

Folk Music 
from Villages

Dance from the villages, passed on 
through practice and performance, 
rather than texts and courses, do not 
receive the same amount of attention 
as the classical Indian dance forms. 
These dances are usually lend color 
and vitality to any environment. They 
are usually performed by travelling 
artiste groups.

Folk Dance 
from Villages

The kolam is a type of temporary 
floor painting, made outside the 
main door of the house on the street 
as a welcoming gesture. Materials 
used range from flowers to natural 
pigments, and the complexity of 
design can vary greatly as well. The 
kolam can be a great way to brighten 
up drab ground surfaces in the city.

Hand drawn 
Floor Art

Martial arts from the villages are 
practised by a reducing number of 
people. Bringing them to the city 
can  help popularize them and also 
contribute to city dwellers’ health. 
These arts can also add activity to 
the urban environment, as most can 
be practised outdoors and involve 
spectacular techniques.

Martial 
Arts

Sports and games of the traditional 
kind have lost out to large organized 
and televised events. These games  do 
not require much infrastructure, and 
can provide respite from the stresses 
of urban existence. They can also be a 
good way of connecting citizens in a 
casual setting, in addition to helping 
children develop psycho motor skills.

VILAYAATTU
விைளயாட்டு

Sports and 
Games

Debates and discussions in these for 
a range from issues of local interest 
to questioning of current trends. The 
format has been adapted successfully 
into television, but promoting the live 
experience at a local level can set the 
stage for productive discussion on 
key development issues, between all 
stakeholders in the city.

Debates and 
Discussions

Food is an important part of Indian 
culture, and eating together as a 
social event has continued in spite 
of the recent wave of urbanization. 
Traditionally, food was prepared 
and consumed in public for special 
occasions. Bringing this back as 
an everyday practice can create 
opportunities for useful exchanges.

PODHU UNAVU
ெபாது உணவு

Community
Dining

In many areas, clothes are washed by 
the woman of the household or by 
professional laundry workers in the 
open. The everyday practice creates 
an opportunity for interaction while 
adding a layer of color to the physical 
environment. This activity can be 
modified to suit urban lifestyles 
without losing the main advantages.

Common 
Laundry

Indian medicinal systems have at their 
core the collection and use of naturally 
occurring plant based remedies. 
Medicinal plants can be cultivated in 
gardens in cities, encouraging a return 
to healthier lifestyles. These can also 
serve as places for youngsters to learn 
about the natural environment.

Herb
Garden

The oral story telling traditions 
have been important ways of 
spreading knowledge of history and 
morals. These are dying out today, 
with families getting smaller and 
grandparents who were the source of 
these stories living away from young 
children. The advent of digital media 
has also contributed to this decline.

KADHAIGAL 
கைதகள்

Story
Telling

Colorful kites, made locally using 
simple materials, dot the skies of 
many Indian cities. The harvest festival 
in January is an occasion when kite 
flying is most popular. Cities today 
hardly have space for engaging in 
this activity, which in the past used to 
bring groups of youngsters together 
to compete in urban open space.

PATTAM VIDUDAL
பட்டம் விடுதல்

Kite 
Flying

Local handicrafts, ranging from 
embroidered textiles to hand carved 
figurines, are an important source of 
employment in the informal and small 
scale sectors. Connecting local artisans 
with customers in urban centres has 
proved successful in recent times. 
These manufacturing processes used 
are usually environment friendly.

VELAIPAADU
ேவைலப்பாடு

Local
Handicrafts

MULIGAI THOTAM
மூலிைக 
ேதாட்டம்

VIRA VILAYAATTU
வீர 
விைளயாட்டு

MUTTRAM
முற்றம்

THINNAI 
திண்ைண

THEPPAKULAM
ெதப்பக்குளம்

MANDAPAM
மண்டபம்

VERANDAH
ெவரான்டா

THIRUVIZHA
திருவிழா

THERUKKOOTHU
ெதருக்கூத்து

GRAMIYA ISAI
கிராமிய இைச

NADANAM 
கிராமிய நடனம்

KOLAM
ேகாலம்

PATTI MANDRAM
பட்டிமன்றம்

THUVATTAL
துவட்டல்
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CATALOGUE INFORMAL

Streets in residential areas are popluar 
as local sporting venues, especially 
in neighbourhoods that do not have 
accessible playgrounds. Some of 
the street sports are also organized 
into tournaments, with teams from 
different neighborhoods competing. 
This practice is in conflict with 
motorized transportation.

Local 
Competition

Annual events organized by the 
government, NGOs and other 
bodies attempt to revive dying arts 
by bringing them to citizens. These 
events use parks, beaches and streets 
as venues, and have been received 
well by the population. A permanent 
location and better facilities for the 
participants can help these initiatives.

Traditions
Preservation

Residents’ associations organize 
community celebration of Indian 
festivals in open spaces within their 
respective compounds. An extension 
of this model to the city can help 
increase connections between 
people and encourage eco friendly 
celebration of festivals. The activation 
of public space is an added benefit.

CELEBRATION

Community 
Interaction

Schools and colleges organize culture 
nights, where students participate in 
music, dance, theatre and other such 
competitions. These could be made 
accessible even to those who are not 
part of the formal education system, 
in order to encourage development 
of skills and provide entertainment to 
the general public at the same time.

Leisure 
Performance

A walk in the park or beach in the 
morning around sunrise, rounded 
off with conversations with the 
neighbours over coffee, is an 
indispensable part of the daily routine 
for many citizens. These regular 
morning walks can be supported 
with better and more accessible 
infrastructure to increase patronage.

Health and 
Recreation

Various organizations are engaged 
in periodic drives to clean up public 
spaces, especially the beach front 
which is the second longest in 
the world. Such initiatives can be 
enhanced through design, by creating 
more permanent solutions and 
increasing awareness to tackle waste 
disposal challenges on the beach.

Environment
Improvement

Personalized extra courses after 
regular school hours are popular. 
Many students find these help achieve 
academic goals. Youth and adults can 
be engaged to teach in these classes, 
after their regular working hours. This 
would help create inter generational 
bonds and also be mutually beneficial 
to all involved.

Additional 
Education

Computer literacy is becoming an 
increasingly crucial determinant 
in the labour market. There are 
some organizations active in trying 
to address this issue by providing 
computer training for free. Opening 
the formal IT infrastructure to these 
education initiatives can multiply 
their positive impact.

Skill 
Upgradation

The weather permits outdoor training 
in groups. Such events are being 
organized on a regular basis in many 
parks. Provision of supporting facilities 
can increase their attractiveness and 
also contribute to the development of 
city dwellers’ health. Such classes also 
help forge bonds beyond the home 
and workplace.

Physical 
Activity

Home farmers sell their organically 
grown produce out of cars in the 
beach on weekends. Such vegetables 
and fruits are received favorably 
by residents. This model could be 
extended to encourage proliferation 
of local micro gardens across the 
city  and enable intra community 
exchange of fruits and vegetables.

Resource
Utilisation

The tea stall, serving tea and snacks 
with news and neighborhood 
happenings, is an active public space, 
especially for those engaged in 
service provision outside the formal 
system. These can become points 
for  information dissemination and 
productive discussion about issues 
affecting the contemporary city.

Pattern
Conservation

Selling goods of various types is 
common throughout the city streets. 
The scale of operations varies based 
on the space occupied, from large 
open air markets to tiny isolated spots 
on the sidewalk. The hawking system 
needs to be designed with sensitivity 
so livelihoods aren’t affected in the 
name of maximizing city connectivity.

Urban Service 
Provision

Street food is an integral part of urban 
life in India. Kiosks serving food range 
from bicycles serving health drinks to 
movable vans that double up as open 
air restaurants. Better organization 
of these eating spaces will prevent 
conflicts with other uses on the street,  
without denying residents access to 
traditional and modern refreshments.

FOOD KIOSK

Diversity
Facilitation

Repair of simple appliances and 
goods takes place on or near the 
sidewalk. These provide employment 
to semi skilled workers who have been 
denied access to the mainstream 
educational systems. The plans do 
not make allowance for these repair 
spots, which have much to gain from 
being supported by better allocation.

Employment 
Generation

In a city that is devoid of squares that  
are flanked by streets, with parks 
being walled off and open only for 
part of the day, the street doubles up 
as an impromptu gathering space. The 
state as well as private actors use the 
street for spreading awareness. The 
effectiveness of this can be improved 
through design.

STREET CORNER

Awareness 
Creation

Gyms and play equipment that 
are durable can be used outdoors 
throughout the year. The maintenance 
costs for such spaces are almost nil, 
making them open to the entire 
population. Different age groups can 
also come together without clashing 
in such spaces if they are intelligently 
mixed with other outdoor program.

Health 
Improvement

Household services such as washing 
clothes, paying bills and cleaning 
floors are often outsourced to 
different individuals. Streamlining 
this can provide better results to 
those delivering the services as well 
as recipients. It will also guarantee 
quality of service while still employing 
providers from within the community.

Lifestyle 
Convenience

Even in this digital age, the 
neighborhood poster board remains 
an effective way to communicate 
information to local residents. These 
are among the cheapest and most 
accessible sources of information to 
many people. This advantage can 
be leveraged to create micro public 
spaces within neighborhoods.

NOTICE BOARD

Information 
Distribution

The waste paper mart is an ubiquitous 
element of the city, collecting 
recyclables from residents’ homes 
and giving monetary compensation 
as an incentive. This system can be 
streamlined to increase environment 
sensitive local waste management 
without affecting the livelihoods of 
those currently involved in such work.

WASTE MART

Local
Recycling

Classes in skills such as cookery, sewing 
and handicrafts, conducted out of 
home are popular among women. 
These skill exchange initiatives can 
be  housed in spaces that are easily 
accessible, have better infrastructure 
and are more visible ,in order to attract 
more people and provide them with 
entrepreneurial skills and support.

SKILL EXCHANGE

Knowledge 
Dispersion

HOUSE SERVICEHAWKING

REVIVAL EVENTSTREET SPORT CULTURE NIGHT MORNING WALK ECO DRIVE AFTER SCHOOL TECH CLASSES OUTDOOR YOGA GARDEN SALE

TEA STALL LOCAL REPAIR OPEN AIR GYM
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CATALOGUE REFERENCES

Small community spaces can act as 
meeting points for residents in the 
dens urban environment. These could 
house a variety of activities, and even 
bring shared amenities such as large 
dining spaces and common well 
stocked kitchens that might otherwise 
not be available to the community 
members in their individual dwellings.

Collaborative 
Activity

The portable store can help vendors 
who move around the city selling their 
wares. This will allow animation of the 
city and help achieve local economic 
efficiency without infringing on 
common spaces on the city streets 
which would be the case if more 
permanent hawking solutions were 
allowed in all urban areas.

Micro 
Enterprise

Schools are conventionally open only 
for part of the day, and in many cases 
quality education is accessible only 
to some sections of the population. 
Open air flexible schools that 
promote learning by doing would 
bring education to all. These open air 
learning environments can be run by  
older volunteers drawn from the area.

FLEXIBLE SCHOOL
School without walls, 
Stockholm

Innovative 
Education

City walks by interested individuals 
from the general public can help 
identify ignored spaces in the city, 
map them and then encourage future  
public space development. These can 
also expose citizens to the spaces 
available in the city that hey might 
have otherwise not been aware of. 
Such walks can also attract tourists.

Citizen
Engagement

Skating is a physical activity that 
requires simple apparatus and can be 
enjoyed alone or in groups. Skaters 
can also help animate the urban 
environment. Kids from different 
backgrounds can interact in non 
school settings within neighborhoods. 
These parks can double up as flood 
prevention zones.

Sport 
Popularization

The city produces a large amount of 
garbage, which is currently not sorted. 
Dumping of these wastes in landfills 
outside the city can be reduced 
by using the non biodegradable 
components as building materials. 
This can encourage segregation at 
source and reduce the cost of building 
new structures in public space.

Local Material 
Usage

Micro parks are created as temporary 
or permaneent interventions on 
and near sidewalks, in many cases in 
spaces usually reserved for parking 
of cars. These parks offercitizens 
opportunities for relaxation while 
walking or biking. They can also 
serve other functions such as food 
production and water management.

Public Space 
Greening

Parks across the city have similar 
character, which prevents creation 
of a local identity or sense of place. 
Connecting elements placed within 
such parks can help make the place 
unique and give users an interesting 
point of focus. These can also integrate 
functions such as seating, information 
display, and informal and flexible play.

Urban
Reconnection

The weather in Chennai is conducive 
to biking, which is still popular as 
a means of daily transport among 
certain groups today. A sharing 
system that makes biking safe and fun 
can make sustainable personal transit 
options popular among youngsters. 
These stations can be installed near 
the busy local train and bus terminals.

Energy Frugal
Transport

Art is displayed today in closed 
galleries that are popular only among 
the higher socioeconomic groups. Art 
exhibitions in public open space can 
create platforms for young upcoming 
artists while increasing awareness 
about art among the general public. 
These can also bring a dynamic 
character to urban space.

Talent 
Promotion

The proliferation of a large number 
of private learning institutions has 
made higher education unaffordable 
to much of the population. An 
alternate model where quality 
education is provided free of cost by 
teacher volunteers can help empower 
disadvantaged sections. These can 
also activate urban parks and streets.

Institutional
Reform

Families find it increasingly difficult to 
dispose of used products in ways that 
are not environmentally damaging. 
Fairs where families can come 
together to exchange goods they no 
longer need can help create a sense 
of local camaraderie, while keeping 
urban commodities within localized 
material and energy systems.

Urban Goods
Exchange

The increasing popularity of multi 
family dwelling has resulted in 
disconnecting citizens from the 
previously popular hobby of tending 
to a home garden. Allotment gardens 
can fill this gap while creating 
aesthetic landscaped areas in the city. 
Such gardens can also be areas for 
local food and flower production.

GARDEN PLOTS
Allotment Gardens,
Stockholm

Environment
Improvement

Food has always been an important 
cultural connector in Indian society. 
The presence of different local 
cuisines, from the varied socio cultural 
backgrounds of city dwellers, can be 
harnessed to create community food 
sharing centres which would replace 
commercial motive driven restaurants 
as predominant socializing spaces.

Cultural
Interaction

Sculptural objects at the scale of 
architecture, or follies, can serve more 
than just aesthetic functions. These 
non programmed spaces can help 
liven up public space and encourage 
residents to use them according 
to their needs. They can also serve 
as viewing platforms to get new 
perspectives on the changing city.

FOLLY
Parc de la Villette,
Paris

Flexible Space 
Usage

Children who are denied access to 
mainstream education systems are 
taught using schools on wheels. These 
schools usually visit construction sites, 
squatter settlements etc. Making a 
permanent space for these schools to 
make regular visits could help make 
the transition from mobile school to 
mainstream school easier on children.

Knowledge
Delivery

Many schools lack innovative learning 
aids to teach science to children. 
The strict controlled environments 
in school science labs can also be 
unexciting to young children. Open 
air science parks placed in play spaces 
can enable children to experience and 
understand science concepts at their 
own pace in a friendly atmosphere.

Exploratory
Learning

Outdoor office space providing 
shared facilities can become exciting 
environments for collaborative work. 
Startups and firms run from homes 
will especially benefit from this 
model. Students wishing to try their 
entrepreneurial skills can also engage 
with these spaces by sharing desk 
space with firms with experience.

OUTDOOR OFFICE
St James Park,
London

Productivity
Increase

Movies are a popular pastime today. 
The advent of large shopping malls 
has made film watching unaffordable 
to many. Open air cinemas that screen 
documentaries and films by young 
creators can encourage original work 
while exposing viewers to quality 
cinema that is otherwise shown only 
in film festivals or closed screenings.

OPEN CINEMA
Feast your eyes,
Fremantle

Urban Space
Rejuvenation

The reading habit if decreasing fast as 
a result of the digital revolution. Those 
who are interested in reading find the 
present library system inconvenient. 
Providing books on the street in micro 
libraries for short reads can drastically 
increase engagement with the written 
word, while helping spread education 
among the citizens.

MINI BOOK CAFE
Outdoor Library,
Lund

SCIENCE PARK
Discovery Center,
Illinois

FAMILY FAIR
Okanogen Faire, 
Washington

PORTABLE STORE
Spaza-de-Move-on, 
Durban

COMMUNITY LOT
Ecobox, Paris

CITY WALK
Stalker, Rome

SKATE PARK
Manhattan Bridge, 
New York

BUILT OF WASTE
Manav Sadhna 
Centre, Ahmedabad

MICRO PARKS
Parklets,
San Francisco

PARK ELEMENT
Red Ribbon,
Qinhuangdao

BIKE SHARE
Velib,
Paris

ART GALLERY
TOAE,
Toronto

NON CAMPUS UNI
The Space Project,
Leeds

FOOD SHARE
Plowshares,
California

MOBILE SCHOOL
Clap Foundation,
Hyderabad

Urban Space
Rejuvenation

Local Work
Support
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CITY SCALE PROPOSAL

Awareness about natural 
environments needs to increase, 
in order to encourage people to 
conserve ecosystems.  Specified 
preview zones, where people can 
engage with the some parts of 
the natural environments without 
adversely impacting the ecological 
balance will help achieve this.

Preview
Zones

Education about the importance of 
nature conservation is hardly available 
outside formal institutions. The parks 
and riverfronts can become fun 
environments for people of different 
age groups to learn from experts as 
well as from each other. The hands-on 
approach will also improve levels of 
interest in nature protection.

Awareness
Stations

Workshops producing eco friendly 
goods can provide employment 
opportunities and give economic 
incentives for people to engage in 
protection of nature within the city. 
The locally produced goods can be 
sold in situ, thereby encouraging an 
additional user base of customers to 
engage with the natural environments.

Micro Markets
& Workshops

The challenge of complete opening 
up of natural environments to public 
access can be overcome through 
scheduled and organized guided 
tours. The unemployed can find work 
through this program, and the city 
population can enjoy an organized 
experience close to nature that is 
otherwise inaccessible today.

Guided 
Tours

Activities that usually take place close 
to nature are open only to very few 
interest groups. Organizing these in 
a more accessible way will encourage  
people to have fun while protecting 
the environment. This will also result in 
an increased interest in maintenance 
of natural environments by the city as 
well as private property owners.

Recreational
Activities

2. STREET + NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

The variety of study options available 
in Chennai and the competition that 
exists for places makes information 
delivery to a wide spectrum of 
prospective students crucial. 
Information spots  placed at institution 
entrances can act as engagement 
platforms to deliver inputs for making 
informed study choices.

Information
Spots

Learning centres can be established 
within institution campuses to 
encourage non formal education. 
Students can be employed on a 
voluntary basis to provide education 
and share knowledge with the rest 
of society. These centres can also be 
important stepping stones for further 
formal education choices by citizens.

Learning 
Centres

The bus stops around institutions 
can be supplemented by bike, share 
taxi and electric car stations. These 
will create meeting places and also 
promote usage of energy efficient 
public and private transportation. 
The mini transport hubs can also be 
nodes for showcasing the institutions 
to the general public.

Transport
Mini Hubs

Institution boundaries can be made 
porous to pedestrians and bicyclists. 
This will encourage environment 
friendly transport citywide, as travel 
distances will be greatly reduced. 
Institutions can benefit from an 
increased level of public interaction, 
without any loss in quality the 
peaceful campus qualities.

Pedestrian
Shortcuts

Facilities within institutions, such as 
auditoria, classrooms, computer labs 
and sports fields remain unused after 
working hours and during vacations. 
These can be available to the city 
populations through an organized  
access programme, in which higher 
quality services will be guaranteed 
without duplication of investments.

Public Access
Programmes

SOFTENING BOUNDARIES

3. STREET + INSTITUTION CAMPUS
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1. PROPOSED PUBLIC SPACE FRAMEWORK

Proposed 
Public Spaces

Public spaces that are not commercial 
activity based. These do not  target specific  
socio-economic user groups and are open 
to all for active use: Parks and Beaches.

N

Major roads

Railways

Existing Public Spaces

River Cooum

River Adyar

Buckingham Canal

Suburban Railway

Elevated Railway

Guindy National Park

Marina Beach

Historic City Centre

Chennai Port

I.T Corridor

Business District

i

i

i
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1. PRESENT CONDITION 2. PROGRAMMES

3. CONNECTIONS 4. GROUND COVER

The chosen locality, Guindy, has been declared by the 
government as a science city, owing to the institutions, 
including two technical universities, 4 schools, a cancer 
research centre and hospital, a planetarium and the 
newly constructed city library. The area is also home to 
a sizeablae residential population, both students who 
live within the campuses and city dwellers in single and 
multi family dwellings. It is also an important transport 
interchange zone, as it is flanked by two commuter 
train lines and is served by many bus routes. The large 
natural park and river are other important features in 
the locality.

Convergence of 
Use and User

The locality is well connected to the rest of the city by 
rail and road, including informal public transport in the 
form of share autorickshaws. However, the connections 
within the locality are far from optimal, with many 
paths ending in cul-de-sacs. This causes inefficiencies 
in pedestrian movement and promotes vehicle usage 
in the already traffic heavy main roads.

Suboptimal Usage of 
Site Potential

The locality has a variety of programmes, organized as 
distinct zones. This causes localization of different user 
groups, with very little inter group interaction. This kind 
of zoning also contributes to spatial disconnections.

Separation of 
Activity and Space

Ground cover in the locality varies in character based 
on the activity. Residential areas are densely built up, 
while the institutions follow a campus morphology 
where free standing buildings are laid out in a large 
plot of land. The transition between the different 
morphologies is abrupt, in line with the contrasts 
in activity and connections discussed before. The 
considerable tree cover creates an intermediate type of 
ground cover, where the land is still mostly accessible 
for usage while remaining naturally sheltered from the 
elements. This condition can be useful for promoting 
outdoor activities in public space.

Possibility for Micro 
Public Spaces

Easily accessible to public Eg: City Library

Accessible with restrictions Eg: Classrooms

Accessible to local community Eg: Hostels

Accessible only to residents Eg: Classrooms

Partially sheltered Eg: Tree canopies

Completely sheltered Eg: Built up spaces

Mostly pedestrian Eg: Campus roads

Mostly Vehicular Eg: State highway

Open space with restrictions Eg: Sports Fields
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The semi enclosed character already present under 
the large number of evergreen trees in the locality 
can be extended to small shelter elements placed in 
what are now unused and interstitial open spaces. 
These shelters can support overflow of activities from 
the enclosed and built up spaces. This will promote 
interaction within and between the various land 
parcels in the locality. These shelters can vary in level 
of enclosure, and become starting points for users to 
create and use public space based on preference.

Shelters for Activity 
Overflow

New pedestrian connections are proposed to increase 
porosity between programmes. These will also 
open up possibilities for the public to access natural 
environments in the area, including the river bank 
and the national park. Such connections are also 
aimed at promoting usage of public transport and 
non motorized private transportation. Efficiency of 
connections between existing buildings and proposed 
spaces will also be improved with this proposal.

Improved Porosity 
between Programme

Local public spaces, which are not enclosed but are 
surrounded by the proposed shelters can become 
stages for holding larger events by existing and 
new users of the locality. These spaces have been 
programmed based on existing conditions around, so 
that they support instead of conflicting with current 
usage patterns. These spaces will be accessible to the 
public for different time periods and frequencies, based 
on the operating schedule of the activities occurring in 
buildings in their immediate surroundings.

Spots to Enable
Local Experiences

The locality will function as a system in future. The 
newly created public spaces will be supported by the 
shelters and connections, bringing in new users while 
supporting existing activities. Both the locality and the 
city will benefit from this increased porosity.

Increased Publicness   
with Multiple Usage

LOCALITY PROPOSAL

Proposed local public spacesProposed shelters of varying enclosure

Proposed connection over land

Proposed connection over water
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P
A
The golf course of 
the cosmopolitan 
club is accessible 
only for members.

B
Informal settlements 
are sandwiched 
between the river 
and the university.

C
Green areas at the 
end of the campus 
are unused and used 
as dumps.

D
The international 
hostel terminates 
the path and is a 
local landmark.

E
Student housing 
is distributed in 
various blocks, along 
the campus road.

F
An auditorium is 
used for formal 
events which 
happen occasionally.

G
The semi open 
gallery seats is used 
during sports and 
cultural events.

H
The large sports field 
is available for use 
only by students of 
the university.

I
The 24 hour 
computer centre 
is popular among 
campus residents.

J
The canteen serves 
food for  students 
and is a popular 
meeting spot.

K
Car parking facilities 
flank the side where 
the main entries to 
the campus are.

L
The road on which 
the university is 
located is among the 
busiest in the city.

A

The residential area 
across the river is 
isolated from the 
surroundings.

A

Open green areas 
on the riverfront are 
closed to use by the 
general public.

M N O

The river is an 
important conduit 
for stormwater 
drainage in the city.

P

Single family 
residences are 
disconnected from 
the campus nearby.

Q

Labs for engineering 
and related fields are 
located along the 
same campus road.

R

Workshops are 
situated close to the 
classrooms and are 
used by students.

S

Modern research 
and consultation 
centres have been 
newly created.

T

Classrooms occupy 
both the old heritage 
buildings and newly 
constructed blocks.

U

U n i v e r s i t y 
administration are 
concentrated near 
the campus entry.

V

The entrance gate 
is a landmark which 
the general public 
identify with easily.

W

The national park 
sees only occasional 
use by those passing 
through the locality.

X

Memorials for 
national leaders are 
placed in a park that 
is not the most used.

X

W

V
U

TS

R

Q

P

O

N

M
A

B C

D
E

F

G H

I

J

K L

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

2010

The character of the campus changes 
with distance from the main road. This is 
reflected in the number of pedestrians 
using the campus road which connects 
the administration, academic and 
housing blocks before reaching close 
to the river bank in the north.
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Towards residential 
areas, MRTS station, 
sea shore, new 
developments

Towards most 
important road in 
the city, commuter 
train station, airport

Towards estuary and 
beach,  ecological 
park around creek

Towards residential 
areas, important 
bridges

River Adyar

Sardar Patel 
Road

Guindy 
National Park

Anna University

Institution

Road Natural Environment

Resdiential

Campus Usage 
Through Space

Campus Usage 
Through Time

00 00 00 0008 00 16 00
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Main Street - Office ParkMain Street - Free University

SCENARIO 2: OFFICE PARK

SCENARIO 1: FREE UNIVERSITY

Low key transformation of the technical university into an accessible, 
inclusive and holistic learning centre
- Opening up of campus to learners and public round the clock
- Addition of non formal education in arts and sciences in addition to technology which is already present
- Little new development as most structures are temporary
- Requires less investment and is based on gradual transformation
- Can be implemented immediately
- Works with existing technical university (Anna University Chennai)
- Surrounding residential communities, commuters and school students are main beneficiaries

Set of interventions that create employment and leisure opportunities for 
existing and new users of the institution campus
- Allocation of campus space to startups and small entrepreneurs
- Addition of small scale primary, secondary and tertiary production activities as well as public park areas to existing campus
- Reconfiguration of existing circulation into a less formal model
- Requires moderate investment and can kickstart transformation
- Can be implemented in stages over a longer duration
- Works with new public and private actors at different scales
- Surrounding residential communities, existing university students,unemployed persons are main beneficiaries

Entrance Zone - Office Park

Entrance Zone - Free University

1

2

4

5

3
5

2
4
6

New pedestrian bridge with integrated bus stops and space for 
exhibitions connects university with natural park.

1

Existing car parking reorganised into shelters with solar panels 
which accommodate all private cars in the university.

3

Parking area for bikes and small electric vehicles for exclusive 
use within the campus, combined with charging stations.

‘Umbrella’ work stations for use by women and youth self help 
groups to produce handicrafts, prepare food etc.

Reorganised circulation network that connects the different 
workstations while creating an informal park like atmosphere.

Larger structures that house shared service and exhibition 
facilities for producers and consumers visiting the zone.

6

1
3

2
4

New entrance archway made from locally sourced bamboo 
support display boards to spread awareness.

Simple reed mats woven in campus used as seating for various 
types of learning activities.

Platforms around tree trunks create informal shaded classrooms 
within the university for use by current and new users.

Some permanent paved surfaces organize the temporary reed 
mats into different patterns to suit diverse learning types.

1

2

3
4

1 2The existing street which is designed for car traffic is 
reorganized into a connective pedestrian park.

Sunken hard surfaces within the park encourage 
users to pause and interact between activities. 3 Small repair kiosks punctuate the park and provide 

services while creating local employment.

1
2

3

1 2The existing street is made pedestrian friendly and 
converted into a learning spine with street furniture.

Outdoor desks with power supply enable 
technology aided instruction for and by students. 3 Resource ‘huts’ at regular intervals provide raw 

materials for users to customise their spaces.

1

2
3

Waterfront - Office Park

Waterfront - Free University

1
3

2
4

Deck leading out to water serves as starting point for public 
leisure boat trips within the area.

New gate provides access to the green space and opens up the 
riverfront to learners from the free university.

Local office for managing the park, the leisure boat service and 
the other learning activities happening outdoors.

Learning surfaces organized around trees double up as rest 
spaces and create a park atmosphere close to the water.

1

2
3

4

1
3
5

2
4
6

Boat connection across the river to reduce travel time between 
new office park and arterial city road.

Boardwalk serves as stage for flea markets and can flood during 
monsoon rains without affecting usability of rest of the area.

Open air theatre for staging performances and organizing 
discussions among users about design of the public space.

Rainwater harvesting pond serves as micro climate modifier and  
central aesthetic feature of the new park.

Allotment gardens organized in terraces overcome barrier effects 
of a wall to the water without compromising security.

Open office sheds organized in conjunction with gardens in 
different pattern provide choice to local startups.

1

2 3

4
5

6

MINI BOOK CAFE

Non formal
Learning
Bamboo chairs hung from tree 
branches become leisure reading 
spots for the open library. Books are 
stored in small nodes within walking 
distance of these chairs which are an 
identifying feature of the main street.

SKILL EXCHANGE

Knowledge
Dispersion
Counters for groups of students and 
residents to learn from each other are 
placed close to the residential zone. 
These promote knowledge sharing 
in a relaxed and informal atmosphere 
outside regular working hours.

TECH CLASSES 

Skill
Upgradation
Technology awareness courses aimed 
towards different age groups and 
conducted by university students are 
supported by long desks on either 
side of the main street. This enables 
both individual and group learning.

VIRA VILAYAATTU
வீர 
விைளயாட்டு

Martial
Arts
Reed mats on the floor become 
surfaces for conducting various 
outdoor physical activity lessons, such 
as yoga and martial arts. Such activities 
also animate the campus before and 
after regular working hours.

KADHAIGAL 
கைதகள்

Story
Telling
Platforms around tree trunks become 
spaces for different generations to 
come together and share experiences. 
These keep the green spaces active 
and create a park like ambience even 
in the campus fringes.

NON CAMPUS UNI

Institutional
Reform
Street furniture, vertical teaching 
surfaces, and recoloured building 
facades together create a learning 
spine around the main street that 
allows education to reach those 
outside the formal university systems.
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VELAIPAADU
ேவைலப்பாடு

Local
Handicrafts

Employment 
Generation

LOCAL REPAIR

Local 
Competition

STREET SPORT

Street
Theatre

THERUKKOOTHU
ெதருக்கூத்து

Office modules that are organized 
around common service hub are 
placed in different combinations for 
young companies to move into. These 
offices are customisable based on 
user preference.

OUTDOOR OFFICE

Productivity
Increase

GARDEN PLOTS

Environment
Improvement
Allotment gardens are organized in 
three levels close to the waterfront. 
These will be available for rent by 
students and other residents and 
will create a welcoming environment 
close to the waterfront.

Simple sports fields with removable 
equipment for playing a variety of 
sports (tennis, volleyball, cricket, 
badminton, football) are placed 
between existing blocks to provide 
avenues for students to destress.

Flexible umbrella workstations close 
to the main road provide opportunity 
for women and youth to engage in 
local manufacture, exhibition and sale 
of both traditional and contemporary 
handicrafts.

Small repair kiosks flank the main 
pedestrian street and serve both the 
offices and educational institutions 
within the campus as well as the 
general public. This is intended 
to encourage reuse of different 
commodities.

Performances on the street and 
in public space are now possible 
in different areas and for different 
audience sizes. This includes streetside 
stages for awareness campaigns, small 
stages within the park and a larger 
performance space on the waterfront.
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