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Background & Research Question 
Cities are places where both problems 
emerge and solutions are found.  Today in 
Europe, cities are facing problems such as 
unemployment, segregation and poverty. 
The increasing of social polarization and seg-
regation is one of the threats of the Europe-
an model of sustainable urban development 
(European Union, 2011). Such segregation 
can also be found in Stockholm, the capital 
city of Sweden.  By law, land use is gov-
erned by the municipalities the decision of 
land function is one important factor behind 
spatial pattern of segregation. The main re-
search question of this project is “can land-
scape urbanism be a tool for urban develop-
ment combing social cohesion, balance and 
integration?” And if so, “how does it work?”

Site

30mins Travel Distance

History Of  Slakthusområdet

City Plan:
Slakthusområdets is 
planned as an im-
portant part of city’s 
long term plan. It’s 
general planned as a 
new residential area 
next to Globen.

Slakthusområdet in First Glance
• Industrial area with meat production
• Good location: next to Globen
• “Hidden”
• History
The site has very clear character as an 
industrial area. However, most of these 
impressions of public are far away from 
public impression of Stockholm city.

LANDSCAPE INTEGRATION IN URBAN CONTEXT
- Landscape Regeneration of Slakthusområdet

ABSTRACT: Taking as an starting point the theory and concept of Landscape 
Urbanism, this thesis project explores an alternative solution for the regeneration 
of old industrial area using a case study: the design of Slakthusområdets in Stock-
holm. The project focuses on how to use landscape as a medium to transform 
Slakthusområdet into a sustainable, attractive, and people friendly area. And at the 
same time integrate it into a wider urban context. It covers two aspects: First, the  
integration of the site in the surrounding green network. Second, the regeneration 
of the green infrastructure inside of the site that could add ecological and social 
values to the site.
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City Networks
Unbalanced development or even 
segregation can be found in al-
most every city around the world. 
In Stockholm, the capital city of 
Sweden, the research of city net-
works in the project illustrates a 
little bit unbalanced development 
between North and South Stock-
holm. While there are more activ-
ities and attractions concerning 
sport, art and other aspects could 
be found in the North than in the 
South. 



Research of The Site in Regional And Local Levels

The Site in Present
In south Stockholm, there are some important ecological hubs and green 
linkages. They can be well developed to connect different city fabrics. 

Today Slakthusområdets is an industrial area in the district Johanneshov 
in the municipality of Stockholm, built in 1910th. The site is well located 
and has good access regarding metro and car. Ericsson Globe, known as 
Globen and a new under constructed arena are just by side. The area has 
now (2010) a size of approximately 300 000 square meters with over 200 
companies and approximately 125 of these are food businesses of various 
kinds. More than 15 protected buildings are protected buildings selected 
by Stockholm City Museum.

However, it’s not well known by people, compared to Globen, which has 1, 
4 million visitors a year, the site is almost only visited by people who works 
here (app. 3000 employees). Such segregation is generated by different 
reasons such as the single function of this area as an industrial park; the 
barrier like walls and defences surrounding the site, as well as the unsafely 
road pattern as there is almost no pedestrian path and heavy traffic.  At the 
same time there is almost not or even a single tree inside the site at all.
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Green Network Research
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Barrier between the site and the western neighborhood, 
caused by walls and heavy traffic.

The Site 
• Single Function (Industry)
• Different Ownership
• Complex Actors

Commercial

Barrier between the site and Globen Arena, caused by existing rail track.

Food companies with meat production

Companies int the supporting industries
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Private Property

Stockholm City

Industry
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Barrier between the site and the south, caused by train parking lot.

Food companies with other productions
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Scenarios And Strategies

Theory & Concept
The reappearance of landscape in the larger cultural imagination is due, in part, to the remarkable rise of 
environmentalism and a global ecological awareness, to the growth of tourism and the associated needs of 
regions to retain a sense of unique identity, and to the impacts upon rural areas by massive urban growth. 
Landscape as a model for urbanism drives the process of city formation. 

Landscape urbanism uniquely capable of describing the condition for radically decentralized urbanization, 
especially in the context of complex natural environment. Landscape urbanism offers an implicit critique of 
architecture and urban design’s inability to offer coherent, competent, and convincing explanations of contem-
porary urban condition. The main concept of the project is to use landscape as a medium as well as the basic 
framework for an urban transformation of a post-industrial site.

Scenarios
Based on the research of different networks and programs of the whole Stockholm related to the site, as well 
as the site in local level. Scenarios were built up for the design as: “what if the site is integrated to the green 
network in south Stockholm; and what if the site is an attractive destination with good accessibility by bikes 
and pedestrians, and a pedestrian friendly street pattern?”

Strategies
The project is coming up with two strategies: first, Green integration: use landscape to connect the site with 
surrounding area by removing the barriers, and introducing green infrastructures into the site; Second, Social 
integration: introduction of different programmes into the site, making the site multifunctional and integrating 
the historical and cultural value into the urban context by adding different social values.
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Strategy II: Social Integration
• Introduce various functions and players in the site. 
• Keep low impact activities stay in the site. 
• Take the advantage of the site’s history, bring market, studio and gallery into               
   the site. 
• Transform high impact buildings into green houses or other public services.

Existing green

New public space

Pedestrian link

Planning green

Enlarge Green

Redesign Empty

Pedestrian Path

Design Concept: Landscape As A Medium

Integration

Landscape can be a medium or, in other word, a tool for urban devel-
opment with a high degree of social cohesion, balance and integration.

Today, integration in the city is more about the movement of 
different networks

Scenario I: Link The Site To Other Urban Fabrics By Green Linkages

Design Idea: Green Links in The South

Scenario II: Good Accessibility By Pedestrian And Bikes

Strategy I: Ecological Integration
• Enlarge green area and connect existing green area to surrounding region. 
• Redesign empty space in the site and link them with green pedestrian path.



Master Plan
Based on the concept and 
strategies, the propos-
al is coming up with two 
scales: regional level and 
site level. In the regional 
level, the proposal is fo-
cused on the connection 
between the site and the 
rest of the city, especial-
ly South Stockholm. The 
project generally propos-
es several pedestrian and 
bike links based on green 
corridors crossing Slak-
thusområdets area. Such 
links could contribute to 
build up a functional walk-
able infrastructure network 
in the south part of Stock-
holm. By removing the 
barriers and redesigning 
the landscape, the project 
proposes an alternative 
that makes these attrac-
tions in the south more in-
tegrated than before and 
public can easily access to 
all of them.

Proposal: Master Plan

Master Plan 1:10000

Proposed Programme
A: Pedestrian Bridge
B: Path in The Woods
C: Landscape Avenue
D: Urban Framing
E: Indoor Botanical Garden
F: Indoor Market

Existing Programme
I: Water front path
II: Årstafältet
III: Heligakorsetskapell
IV: Globen Arena
V: Hammarby Sjöstad

Existing Urban Farming Area
1: Tantolunden
2: Vikergatan
3: Dianelunds 
    Koloniområde Årsta

Existing Bike Path

Proposed Bike Path
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Dzintaru Mežaparks

Pedestrian Bridge Path in The Woods Public Space By Road Urban Farming Park Botanical Garden Food Market

City Square Developing Botanical Train-station

Stone River Madrid RIO MFO Park

Peace Bridge High Line Foundries’ Garden

2005,Latvia, By Substance 2012,Luxembourg , By AllesWirdGut 2009,Spain, By Rafael Moneo

2011,USA, By Jon Piasecki 2011,Spain, By West 8 Etc 2009, Switzerland, By Raderschall

2009, Canada, By Santiago Calatrava 2009, USA, By Corner Field Operations 2009, France, By ADH Doazan Etc

A 200-year-old pine-tree growth and bilberry bush (protected biotops) are the greatest treasures of 
Dzintari forest park which has a total area of 13 hectars. The newly created infrastructure regulates 
visitors’ interaction with nature to reduce the impact of human activity on the environment. Archi-
tecture objects are located throughout the park and are connected with wooden board foot-path 
raised above the ground.

A pedestrian bridge connecting Viker-
gatan and Dianelunds Koloniområde 
Årsta, two urban farming areas facing 
the water. A bridge could introduce a 
short path between central Stockholm 
(Södermalm) and the South. It’s a short 
cut for pedestrian and bikers commu-
nicate between both side of the water. 
Such short cut can reduce communi-
cate time and encourage people walk 
and bike more.

A path links Park Årstafältet and world 
heritage Heligakorsetskapell. It could 
become both a natural and cultural link 
between two parks.

An ecological and cultural linkage of-
fers a large meeting space for publics. 
People can join good environment and 
pass the path with reduced time and 
safer environment. 

An urban farming park in the south 
part of  Slakthusområdet. The park 
choose Barley and Rapeseed as the 
main crops. The concept is transform 
meat production to crop production 
and offer a meeting place for surround-
ing residents. 

Currently, it’s an industrial building 
used for refrigeration. It has a high fire 
risk and bring sound pollution and 
heavy traffic. The transformation con-
cept is as the building can keep cooling, 
it also can be used to keep plantation 
warm. The botanical garden can offer 
a teaching place for public and reduce 
pollution and traffic dramatically. 

Transform an industrial building into a 
food market. The market can serve sur-
rounding residents as well as visitors 
of Globen. It’s also a memorial build-
ing for the meat production of the site 
while the building itself is a protected 
building with historical value. 

Between forward-facing high-rise buildings and blast furnaces of the past the new Steelyard square 
forms the center of Belval Ouest, a city development project which is currently constructed in Lux-
embourg on the grounds of a former steel mill.
The disused industrial site’s atmosphere was characterized by wideness and roughness as well as pio-
neer plants such as mosses and birch. The former situation is necessarily literally covered by the new 
use and new design. Our major goal was it to let the now hidden qualities shine through the redesign.

The interior of the old part of the “Atocha” Madrid central train station is now an indoor botanical 
garden. This indoor tropical jungle was inaugurated in 1992 and covers an area of 4,000 square 
meters. There are about 7,000 plants from 260 different species in the garden as well as a pond with 
Goldfish and turtles.

Stone River in Eastern New York State is made by Jon Piasecki, who received ASLA Honor Award 
2011 for the project. The idea is simple, execution most subtle, yet very effective. In this project Pia-
secki built a path in which he applied great effort to join stones together. He joined the path itself to 
the preexisting stonewall and woods in an attempt to offer the visitor the opportunity to experience 
a sense of fusion with nature. The goal of this project is to join culture to nature. This path provides 
one trajectory along which people can reintegrate with the natural world around them.

The proposal submitted by West8 and MRIO for the design of the reclaimed area above the tunnel 
was the only submission to resolve the urban situation exclusively by means of landscape architec-
ture. The design is founded on the idea »3 + 30« – a concept which proposes dividing the 80 hectare 
urban development into a trilogy of initial strategic projects that establish a basic structure which 
then serves as a solid foundation for a number of further projects, initiated in part by the municipal-
ity as well as by private investors and residents.

A park structure within a new housing development in a suburb of Zürich. This park is actually 
one of several parks within Neu Oerlikon but what is unique about this one is that is not just on the 
ground plane but is rather elevated up to 6 stories within a “permeable” metal grating structure in-
spired by the areas industrial past and has walkways all around and balconies at each level, including 
the very scary top level where you can look out over the top of the structure. It is more like a 3D plaza 
than a park. 

The Peace Bridge meets Council’s desire for more sustainable transportation options and supports 
healthy and environmentally-friendly transportation choices, while enhancing and complementing 
a world-class downtown core.  It embraces the vision set out by Calgarians to create connections 
between communities and move towards a more sustainable and vibrant city.  This bridge is part of 
an integrated approach to keeping Calgarians on the move and encouraging citizens to use alternate 
modes of transportation such as walking, cycling, transit and carpooling.

High Line was constructed in 1930’, in order to put dangerous and unpleasant freight traffic 30 feet 
above pedestrian sidewalks, 75 years later, pedestrians are put 30 feet above the dangerous and un-
pleasant traffic conditions, to have a moment away from city’s fast vibe.
Elevated park was designed by landscape architecture studio Corner Field Operations. In New York, 
where urban structure is very dense, High line plays a very important role in people’s everyday life.
In a relation to urban context High Line is probably a total success, one could walk the user-friendly 
pavement, rest on a long and comfortable benches, or explore vegetation.

The project consists in the rehabilitation of the building and public spaces around the Fonderies 
Atlantique complex. Fonderies Atlantique was a company specialized in manufacturing propellers 
for sea liners. Many famous liners were equipped with these propellers (Le France, Le Clémenceau) 
before the company changed its name and location. Industrial ovens, rails and three pits are visible 
traces of the old activity that remain on the site.



     Proposal: Detail Plan
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Urban Farming - Crops

Urban Farming - Trees

Green House Of Indoor 
Botanical Garden

Indoor Food 
Market & Restaurant 

Green Urban Square

Green Side Walk

Existing Bike Path
Rail Trail
Metro Station

Site Plan 1:2000

Proposed Bike Path

Proposal For The Site
In the site level, the design is focused on how to introduce landscape inside 
of the site in order to make the site safer and more attractive than before; at 
the same time how to transform the current functions of the exiting buildings 
and make them more multifunctional. In order to remove visible and invisible 
barriers currently surrounding the site, the project proposes an urban farming 
area in the south and west of the site and chooses Barley and Rapeseed as 
the main crops. The morphology is inspired by the existing rail trail, which is 
almost non-used at all since the construction of the new arena started, and 
saved most part of the trail. 

On the other hand, together with the transformation of the site road into a 
pedestrian friendly pattern through landscape design, the functional transfor-
mation of the existing buildings is also crucial. To protect the historical build-
ing, the design introduces an indoor market in the biggest building of the site. 
And also by transforming the building used for refrigeration in the south into 
a green house used as indoor botanical garden and mushroom production.
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Analysis of Detail Plan

Programmes And Interventions
One of the concepts of the design is to make the site multifunctional. Including an important ecological 
programme, the concept of this urban farming area is keeping the production history of the site, while 
transforming the production from meat to plant. Both Barley and Rapeseed are important crops in Stock-
holm region while Barley is used for beverages and food production, and Rapeseed can produce Rape-
seed oil. These farming areas are located at the boundaries of the site and function as connections to 
the surroundings. To protect the historical building, the design also introduces an indoor market in the 
biggest building of the site, while other buildings could be transformed to other functions. And transform 
the buildings used for refrigeration is transformed into green houses taking advantage of its insulting 
qualities, at the same time reduces the heavy traffic, fire risks and noise pollution inherent to its former 
use for storing meat.
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Layers Of The Proposal

Reduced Traffic

High Accessibility For 
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The Site 

Proposed Path Car Flow
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Green House

Rapeseed Barley

Section Design

Ecological Intervention 

Rapeseed is a bright yellow flowering member of the family Brassicaceae. 
Rapeseed oil was produced in the 19th century as a source of a lubricant 
for steam engines. It was less useful as food for animals or humans because 
it has a bitter taste due to high levels of glucosinolates. Varieties have now 
however been bred to reduce the amount of glucosinolates, yielding a more 
palatable oil. This has had the side-effect that the oil contains much less eru-
cic acid.

Barley is a major cereal grain, a member of the grass family. It serves as a 
major animal fodder, a source of fermentable material for beer and certain 
distilled beverages, and as a component of various health foods. It is used in 
soups and stews, and in barley bread of various cultures. Barley grains are 
commonly made into malt in a traditional and ancient method of prepara-
tion. In a 2007 ranking of cereal crops in the world, barley was fourth both 
in terms of quantity produced and in area of cultivation.

The concept of ecological intervention of existing 
buildings is introducing multiple layers of green into 
these buildings. These layers contains a green roof on 
the top; vertical plantation on the wall; a green back-
yard next to the building; and even a green house in-
side of the building.

                   Section Perspective Of Green House

Urban Farming Botanical Garden Green 
Pedestrian Path

Office / Studio Green 
Urban Square
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 B: Market in Protected Building 

 A: Public Square Between Buildings 

 C: Safe Traffic 

 D: Green Buildings  E: Urban Farming

Conclusion
The project of regeneration of Slakthusom-
rådets is focused on the use of landscape 
as a way of integrating the site in the urban 
context.
Both for indoor and outdoor intervention, 
landscape is proposed as a tool for the re-
generation of an old industrial area. It’s an 
alternative urbanism proposal, as currently 
residential seems to be the only option for 
design such areas.
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