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Abstract

Separating household waste into fractions at source is a common method
of household waste collection in most European countries. In 1994 Sweden
introduced producer liability legislation for packaging, which requires
householders to sort, clean and recycle different types of packaging waste.
The recycling behaviour of householders is complex and diverse and has been
widely investigated. However, the recycling behaviour of householders living
in multicultural urban areas has received less attention. Therefore, little is
known about the recycling behaviour and attitudes of the ethnic minorities that
comprise a sizeable proportion of many urban populations.

This thesis examined recycling behaviour among multicultural householders
in the urban area of Järva, north-west Stockholm, Sweden, which is home to a
significant proportion of immigrants from different parts of the world. Three
practical studies were conducted on the recycling behaviour of householders,
with data collected through literature reviews, field screening studies for
relevant cases, postal surveys and in-depth interviews with householders.

A meta-analysis of studies on householder recycling behaviour published
in the period 1990-2010 provided a conceptual framework for explaining
recycling behaviour. It also revealed some specific features of the determining
factors of recycling behaviour among householders in multicultural urban
areas. For example, despite self-reported high levels of environmental concern
among multicultural respondents in Järva, recycling behaviour was not
determined by this factor but by attitudes towards recycling. The data also
showed that the most widespread reason for participating in recycling schemes
was acceptance of legal norms. The interview study indicated that providing
clear, understandable and easily accessible written information in ethnic
languages, supported by “word-of-mouth” information, would probably
increase participation by Järva householders in recycling schemes. However,
lifestyle and the ethnic origins of householders also influenced their waste
generation and recycling behaviour.

The methodological improvements presented here can help develop
future strategies targeted at increasing the waste management behaviour of
the important multicultural urban group, while also ensuring that limited
resources are effectively used.
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