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Fig 2: Historic 25 Inch Map



3 1. Abstract

A project for the renewal of the Cork City Docklands.

During its 400 year history, Kennedy Quay and its associated docklands have been the seat of commerce and trade for the City of Cork. The renewal of this Quay has been brought about 
by the need to address a derelict quarter of the city and return it to be an incorporated element of the City’s urban fabric. The project will concentrate on the notion of the harbour; 
its geographical qualities and features that have enabled it to support a city. Historically this city relied on this support from the towns and villages that surrounded the harbour, like 
watchmen. To suitably renew the docklands, its profound history is to be explored and an attempt made to reunite this city and its towns in a symbiotic relationship.

Fig 3: View towards Site

Subsequent to the first and second World Wars there was an overall decline of the dock-
lands and this saw the disappearance of the passenger ferry that connected the city to its 
towns as well as longer ferry voyages which serviced Ireland to the United Kingdom. It is the 
intention of this thesis to redevelop these links by constructing a passenger terminal along 
Kennedy Quay.

This project aims to study the hard surface of the Quay and will involve the reassessment 
and challenging of the existing road patterns and urban conditions that exist there. Interven-
tions will be developed to facilitate a new urban space for the city.
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4 2. Method
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The harbour, the map, the plan.

To read a city is to read a text. There is an analogy that exists between mapping and language, not just in the physical conventions that aid one in the deciphering of a map but in the 
series of embedded rules that exist in the space. These rules form a text and the particular place is acted out like the act of reading. Mapping is a form of language and has its own 
system of structure and grammar or it can be a term used to try to describe the spatial acting out of a place.

It is the intention of this project to gain a working understanding of the nature of the harbour and the intrinsic details of how this infrastructural network shaped the development of 
the City and how it will continue to do so. To view the area at a variety of scales: the harbour, to the port, to the local conditions of the site. Understanding will arise from analysis of 
charts and maps which track the changes of the growth of the port. It is hoped that discoveries from this analysis will lead to fitting architectural interventions. To study the effect 
which a new grand urban space or square can have on its inhabitants and to understand how working predominantly in a 2-dimensional plan can achieve this desired effect, through 
the study of material and being able to implement ornamentation in a culturally significant manner.

Fig 4: Map of Medieval Cork,1585
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3. Historical Analysis

The Birth of the town.

From the river’s dominance grew the functions of the Port, and with the Port those of the Harbour, the landscape stretching between the city and the estuary opening to the Atlantic 
grew the crops to be exported and the services to support that development.

It naturally became an attraction to the Viking and Norman settlers with its facilities for plundering the city around and a ready means of communication with the sea. The marsh 
land of the delta to this river eventually yielded to the pressure of growth and the city of Cork was born upon this reclaimed land. Competition and rivalry for this valuable land led to 
castellated fortifications enclosing the city. Today’s roads and walkways were once transport channels of a different nature, occupied mostly by smaller boats and currachs.

During the 13th century the Port of Cork accounted for 17 per cent of all Irish trade with the surrounding land producing skins, wool, livestock and most principally grain. Inevitably 
some of the business of the Port moved beyond the city walls to the East. The focus of this thesis will be based upon these reclaimed Eastern sites. Reclamation of this swamp land 
was slow due to its expense but eventually it led to stronger quay walls being built and a river which was fully navigable to larger ships. 

Fig 5: Butt’s view of Cork, 1760
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4. Background: The Cork Docklands

Ships had personalities for the popular imagination. They provided jobs for crews 
and dockers; among the thousands along the Marina to welcome a new vessel was to 
welcome a new member of the family. 

Fig 6: Verolme Shipyard, Engine Manufacture
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By the outbreak of the First World War the City of Cork Steam Packet Company, which handled all import-export functions of the port, was a prosperous enterprise accounting for 40 
per cent of all Irish trade, but with onset of war and reorganisation of companies by 1975 the company dwindled into nonexistence. In addition due to issues of cost and space many 
of its import-export functions moved to more isolated parts of the harbour.

With the major export being grain it was only natural for processing industrial plants to spring up around the banks of the river in the 19th century. Other industries such as Ford 
Motors and Marina Textiles found homes along these banks; both supporting generations of workers, who lived in housing just to the South of these sites. 
Due to reasons of economic climate all of these industries fell from power in the late 20th century with only the grain processing plant, the R and H Hall still in production. The build-
ings fell into dereliction and the workers moved to the suburbs of Cork City for better housing conditions.

It is the intention of the State and City Council to return this site to its former economic and social standing with the provision of residential units upon the Marina Textiles site. It is 
the objective of this thesis to form the infrastructural and social network that needs to be in place prior to residential units becoming a possibility, which has been the folly of Irish 
planners to date.
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5. Background: The Passenger Ferry

The East India Company had set up a shipyard in the harbour, launching several 500 ton ships. These 
yards continued on to turn out paddle steamers and already routes for steamships were being chart-
ed between England and Ireland. Competitive hostility began to rise between different companies in 
competitive passenger rates for the Ireland to England routes. These ranged from the provision of 
free meals and brass bands playing on board during the summer months. Competition got so great 
passengers were even carried for free.

In April 1836 a provisional committee of the harbour board was set up to consider the provision of a 
railway system linking the City to the town of Passage. This was six years after the inauguration by the 
Duke of Wellington of the first passenger railway line between Liverpool and Manchester. Competition 
from the River Ferries saw this line closing in 1856.

Like the trade functions of the Port so did the service of the Passenger Ferry decline. The advent of 
the mass public owning personal vehicles saw the UK lines moving to the East of the Country to be in 
geographically closer to the United Kingdom and France.

Steam imposed a different sense of speed, there was a new urgency to the business of loading and unloading cargo, embarking and disembarking. 

Fig 7: The Innisfallen, 1930
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6. Context
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The landscape stretching between the city port and the estuary opening to the Atlantic grew the crops to be exported and the services to support that development. The physical 
characteristics of the harbour led it to be relatively sheltered and defended from the Atlantic. During times of siege towns bordering this harbour would light a chain of fires that 
would subsequently be visible to the city of Cork and was then warned of incoming enemies. This system was later developed, using light beacons, to notify Port Authorities about an 
incoming trade ship.

The medieval walled city of Cork was bisected along a north-south axis by the Main Street, corresponding to the present day North and South Main Streets. The houses fronted on to 
the Main Street and lanes led from the Main Street to the city walls. The lanes ran at right angles to the Main Street and the pattern of lanes gave medieval Cork a grid-type structure. 
The houses would originally have been built with timber and roofed with thatch or timber shingles. The materials used for the floors would have been brushwood, wickerwork matting 
or gravel. Later, stone houses replaced the timber buildings.

Much of the land on the South Bank of the Lee from the City Hall to Blackrock Castle is reclaimed alluvial land. In the 1760s, Cork Corporation began the construction of the Navigation 
Wall, which was built to prevent the silting up of the river channel with mud. By the middle of the nineteenth century, the Cork Harbour Commissioners began dredging the south alluvial 
land to allow larger ships, with a greater draught of water, access to the city quays. The dredged-up material was deposited behind the Navigation Wall. This deposit of compacted mud 
and silt eventually formed the Marina. 

To approach a City from the water.

The proposed Ferry Terminal is a great opportunity to offer a revitalisation of community through communication at many scales and levels. Approaching Cork City from its harbour, 
you would see the terminal with the City’s skyline behind it. This project does not aim to make an intervention that becomes purely a new ‘landmark’ but the architecture of this newly 
proposed terminal is to be carefully considered so it responds to the context of its surroundings while at the same time standing as a building in its own rite.
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7. Programme - Function

The associated programmatical features of the ferry terminal include: elements of seating and 
waiting, public congregation space, ticket sales, information and reception, possible tourist office, 
storage facilities, café, restaurant and potential retail/commercial space, division of arrivals and 
departures, structure to allow passenger and vehicular access to ferry, structure to allow landing 
of ferry, maintenance for both building and ferry boats, and administration for complex/organisa-
tion.

To restore the historical essence of the area it is the intention of this thesis to provide a new 
market space which will act as a focus point for all the inhabitants of the harbour to gather and 
trade. This will involve the design of a new urban space and various interventions such as seating, 
storage and shelter to ensure the success of this space.

The provision of a passenger and vehicle ferry terminal including localised interventions such as 
pontoons, seating and shelter, to facilitate the ferry landing in its various stops along the harbour.

Fig 9: Installation to Sculpture Factory, Tom dePaor
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8. Schedule

4th/5th year - Schedule for the fall semester 2012/2013 ( 20120529)

w 34_20-26 Aug w 35_27-2 Sept w 36_3-9 Sept w 37_10-16 Sept w 38_17-23 Sept
Mon Diploma work fall: start  
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun

w 39_24-30 Sept w 40_1-7 Oct w 41_8-14 Oct w 42_15-21 Oct w 43_22-28 Oct
Mon   Diploma work: mid term week
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun

w 44_29-4 Nov w 45_5-11 Nov w 46_12-18 Nov w 47_19-25 Nov w 48_26-2 Dec
Mon höstlov i Stockholm
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun

w 49_3-9 Dec w 50_10-16 Dec w 51_17-23 Dec w 52_24-30 Dec w 1_31-6 Jan
Mon Diploma work: final SEMINAR week Christmas day New years day
Tue Boxing Day
Wed Layout, Model and Final Drawing
Thu  Development and Review. 
Fri
Sat
Sun

  

SEMINAR. Text Development and Overall 
Packaging of Project.

 Model Production.  Development and Review. Materiality and Technology.

Generation of Perspective Bas  Development and Review. 

Collection of References and 
Readings. Possible Site Visit to 
Ferry Terminal.

Analysis of Programme with 
Establishment of Site 
Relationships and Associations. 
Production of Key Diagrams and 

Site Analysis: Production of 
Site Elevations and 
preparation of Site Plan.

Concept - Identify Key. 

Development of Plan and Secti External Footprint, Hard 
Surfacing and Landscaping.

 Development of a Cohesive 
Design.

 Overall Concept,  Plan, Section 
and Elevations. Presentation: 
A0 Layouts, Drawing and 
Model  

Facade and Plan Development. 
Perspective Generation and 
Testing.



13

Thesis Booklet - Cork Docklands Development Project                                                                                                                                                                    Suzanne Maverley - Practice Based Design Studio - 2012

4th/5th year - Schedule for the spring semester 2012/2013 (20120529)
w 2_7-13 Jan w 3_14-20 Jan w 4_21-27 Jan w 5_28-3 Feb w 6_4-10 Feb

Mon Orientation course
Tue PRESENTATION DIPLOMA EXAM WEEK
Wed     
Thu   
Fri   
Sat
Sun

w 7_11-17 Feb w 8_18-24 Feb w 9_25-3 Mar w 10_4-10 Mar w 11_11-17 Mar
Mon
Tue  
Wed
Thu      
Fri    
Sat
Sun

w 12_18-24 Mar w 13_25-31 Mar w 14_1-7 April w 15_8-14 April w 16_15-21 April
Mon
Tue  
Wed
Thu     
Fri  
Sat
Sun

w 17_22-28 April w 18_29-5 May w 19_6-12 May w 20_13-19 May w 21_20-26 May
Mon DIPLOMA EXAM WEEK
Tue   
Wed  
Thu    
Fri  
Sat
Sun

  
Arch. Hist. Theory Techn. Arch. Project  Individual studies Holiday


