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Abstract

The objective of the thesis is to provide a better understanding of the safety
conditions inurban environments, particularly related to those found
in transport nodes, in this case,underground stations, and surrounding
areas1. First, the study starts with an analysis of theoverall city, identifying
concentrations of crime in the urban fabric and then focusing on
thecriminogenic conditions at and around underground stations. The analysis
combines the useof Geographical Information Systems (GIS), statistical
techniques and data of different typesand sources. Regression models were
used to assess the importance of the environmentalattributes of underground
stations on crime rates. Findings show that violent and propertycrimes
show different hotspots at different times. Crime patterns tend to follow
people’sscheduled patterns of routine activity. The socio-economic composition
of the surroundingenvironment of the stations has a significant impact on
crime at these transport nodes, butmore important were attributes of the
physical and social environment at the stations. Forinstance, low guardianship
and poor visibility at the stations together with mixed land-usesin the
surrounding areas induced crime rates at the stations. It is therefore suggested
thatintervention to improve safety conditions at the stations should focus on
a holistic approach,taking into account the station and surrounding areas, but
also being aware of crimevariation on specific places at specific times.
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