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Project task
The National Archive i Stockholm 
needs additional o�ce space in con -
nection to its existing building in 
Marieberg. This project tries to solve 
the task of adding a small o�ce build -
ing, with around thirty cell o�ce 
rooms and two conference rooms, next 
to the existing one.

The National Archives
“The National Archives (Riksarkivet) is 
one of the oldest public agencies in 
Sweden, its history leading back to 
the Middle Ages. The main duty of the 
National Archives is to receive and 
preserve the archives of the Swedish 
Parliament and the various ministerial 
departments and central authorities of 
State, and to supervise archive man -
agement throughout Sweden. State au-
thorities which have ceased operations 
are obliged to deposit their archives 
with the National Archives. Private 
archives – from individuals, societ -
ies, political parties and others – are 
also an important part of the National 
Archives’ holdings. These have been 
deposited on a voluntary basis and 
sometimes permission is required for 
their study. The State archives, on the 
other hand, supported by the Swedish 
principle of public access to o�cial 
records, are open to all users, apart 
from those records which are in a poor 
state physically or o�cially classi�ed 
as secret for a certain length of time. 
The agency are also required to make the 

archived material available for research.”
(quoted from National Archive homepage )

The area
The plot on which the existing build -
ing is located is on top of a granite 
rock, 20 m above the water level. The 
plot was chosen because of the solid 

rock underneath. 15 metres underneath 
the National Archives building above 
ground is the storage complex on six 
levels, built into a large cavern in the 
middle of the primary rock. These stor -
age levels are accessed through eleva-
tors.

The plot is sloping so that the National 
Archives building on the nothwest side 
has two levels above groung while on 
the south east side it has four lev -
els above ground.  The area is area 
around the National Archives building 
is dominated by quite large buildings 
from the sixties and brick is a common 
cladding material. The programs of the 
buildings is mixed and include institu -
tions, o�ces and housing.

The National Archives building
The National Archives has its central 
administration building located in 
Marieberg in Stockholm. The build -
ing was designed by Åke Ahlström and 
was completed in 1968. The structural 
frame of the building is in concrete 
and it is clad in bricks and copper. The 
parapet is clad in bricks and creates 
a long continous line all around the 
building. On top of this line is a line of  
windows  with copper in�lls in be -
tween. These two “lines” are stacked on 
top of each other and gives the build -
ing a horizontal facade. The building 
is organized around two big research 
rooms in which visitors to the archive 
can study the archived material. These 
rooms have double ceiling height and 
are giving daylight through skylights. 
The cell o�ces are organized along 
corridors around these research rooms.  
The building has ten stories of which 
six are storage levels below ground. 
The cell o�ces are mostly located on 

the top two �oors. 

The office building
The building that I propose is located 
on the north side of the National Ar -
chives building. The entrance is close 
to the entrance of the existing build -
ing. The building has thirty-four cell 
o�ces which are organized around 
an inner courtyard. The organization 
of the individual rooms creates di�er -
ent zones within the building. Light is 
taken down into the inner courtyard 
through a skylight. Next to the light -
shaft that is created by the skylight 
and the punctured slab beneath is one 
of the conference rooms. It overlooks 
the courtyard and is also visible when 
one enters the courtyard. 

The entrance of the building is one the 
same level as the entrance of the Na -
tional Archives building. But the �rst 
o�ce �oor is 1,7 m above that level. 
That creates a delay in the sequence 
of entering the �rst o�ce �oor, which 
one accesses by mounting a �ight of 
stairs. When taking those stairs one 
sees the inner courtyard, but also the 
stair leding to the next �oor and a part 
of that �oor. The connection to the 
National Archive building is located 
one level underground and is accessed 
by stairs or by elevator from the main 
lobby. The struture of the building is 
a in-situ concrete frame with that is 
complemented with a load-bearing 
prefabricated concrete facade. The 
facade has a “weaved” expression due 
to the di�erent depths. This facade has 
a similar expression as the facade of 
the National Archives building. The 
weaved facade echoes the brick facade 
of the existing building. The facades of 
the proposed building are in prefabri -

cated concrete elements – 5,8 metres in 
lenght. The window frames are in oak, 
in a color that has similarities to the 
color of the bricck parts of the Nation -
al Archive building.       

The interior is dominated by two ma -
terials, oak and concrete. The wooden 
parts adds a warmth to the structure 
and has a color that is reminicent of 
the brick elements in the National 
Archives building. The rows of cellu -
lar o�ces has wooden partions and a 
wooden inner roof which gives these 
parts of the building a coherent ex -
pression. The inner courtyard has a 
�oor of patterned conrete tiles. The cell 
o�ce room has a wooden �oor and 
the rest of the building has a concrete 
�oor. 

The parts of the building that isn´t of -
�ce corridors has visible wa�e slabs 
as inner roofs. This sets them apart 
from the o�ce room parts of the 
building. 
 

O�ce bui ld i ng -  Na t iona l  Archives 
i n  Ma r ieberg
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Site 1
Placing the office building to the east of 
the National Archive building would have 
given a thinner building since there has 
to be a certain distance to there road and 
also to the existing building. To fit the 
required programme within this footprint 
the building would have to have three or 
four stories. Placing a new building in 

this spot would also block the view of 
the National Archive building from the 
Västerbron and block the view from a 
number of the windows in the east fa-
cade.

Site 2
Placing the building on the north part of 
the plot gives the addition a more direct 
conntact with the entrance to the Nation-
al Archive building. The area is also more 
spacious and would allow for a building 
with a larger footprint. And that would 
be needed since the National Archive 
building on this side of the plot is only 
two stories above ground. 

The Site
The plot of the National Archives building 
have a parking space north og the build-
ing. On the east side there are a number 
of parking spaces and also another en-
trance for deliveries. On the south side 
of the building the landscapes slopes 
towards the water, some twenty metres 
below. This part of the area is used for 
recreational activites and the city don´t 
want to have buildings there. 
 Today you aproach the National 
Archive building either from the west or 
from Västerbroplan in the north where 
there is a bus-stop.
 There is a new plan beeing devel-
opped for the area and a proposal has 
been to connect Fyrverkarbacken - the 
curved road to the east of the National 
Archive - to Västerbron - the road to the 
east. For this project I have taken that 
connection as a  precondition.  
The plot is sloping from the west to the 
east and the south. The difference in 
height between the east part of the plot 
to east side of the building is six metres.
This difference in height has as a conse-
quence that there are two stories above 
ground in the west part of the National 
Archive building whereas there are four 
stories above ground in the east and 
south part of the building.

Facades
The National Archive building have a fa-
cade that is clad in brick and copper. The 
parapets are clad in brick and the line 
of windows has infills of copper between 
the frames. The line of windows are also 
set back from the paraper. Together this 
creates the impression of quite a heavy 
mass wher edifferent elements stacked 
on top of each other. I tried various al-
ternative ways of makeing a facade that 
spoke the same language, with set-backs 
and different materials  but that wouldn´t 
have the same bulky appearance. 
 The facades of the National Ar-
chive building has a play of depths that I 
felt it would be interesting to respond to. 
The differences in depths creates a play 
of light that highlights the various ele-
ments of the facade. The differences in 
depths is also present in a smaller scale 
in that of the bricks and the joints, which 
together also gives the impression of a 
weave. 
 The facades of the National Ar-
chive building are repetitive with its 
long bands of similar windows. But with 
a couple of exceptions. The building that 

I worked with also called for this kind 
of repetition since the internal layout is 
quite repetitive. I experimented with a 
number of schemes for how to respond 
to the differences in depths, the repeti-
tivnes and the weaved appearance of the 
bricks.  
 The facades of the proposed build-
ing are in prefabricated concrete ele-
ments – 5,8 metres in lenght. The win-
dow frames are in oak, in a color that 
has similarities to the color of the bricck 
parts of the National Archive building.    

Organizing the plans
The programme consists of around 30 of-
fice rooms and two conference rooms. A 
wish was also to have a load-off zone 
under roof. I tried various schemes for 
the organization of the plans. Organiz-
ing the office rooms in corridors was one 
of the alternatives. Another was to group 
them in a more loose way to try to take 
up the different directions that is created 
by the National Archive building and the 
roads and buildings around it. I had an 
idea of organizing the rooms in different 
zones so that the employees would their 
own zones within the building. 

The plan that Ifinally settled for mimics 
the internal orginazation of the National 
Archive building and has rows of office 
rooms that are organized around an in-
ner core that contains a courtyard with 
a skylight and a conference rooms that 
looks out over it. Similar to the way the 
research rooms are organized in the main 
building.   

Relation to National Archive
The different sites on the plot have differ-
ent conditions and I tried different plans. 
The site east of the building it seemed 
more logical to have a structure that 
would line up with the existing build-
ing where the offices would be lined up 
in corridors stack above each other. The 
site north of the National Archive build-
ing have a more loose relationship to the 
exisisting building and would also have 
a more direct connection to the new road 
that and different shapes were tried to 
take up the geometry. The plan that is 
proposed in this project is a square that 
creates two triangular wedges that leads 
the visitors a the employees to the main 
entrance of the National Archive build-
ing and also to the entrance of the new 
building. The new building has a corner 

that is close to the main building but 
since its position is rotated in relation 
to it it still doesn´t completely block the 

view from it.
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