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In Performative Design Studio taught by Ulrika Karlsson and Jonah Fritzell, in which I have been studying 
for one year before taking on my thesis project, I have been working with tools such as Maya software 
and form experiments as a design process and techniques like 3D-printing to give shape to advanced and 
complex design solutions. I started my thesis project with the intention to further explore this way of 
working, but to constrain the design by means of using a technique that makes the forms easy to construct. 
That was the main reason I made the initial decision to work with single curved surfaces, which led to the 
choice to use the cone as a basic element for my architecture. 

Taking on the thesis project has been a joyful experience from which I have learned a lot along the winding 
path towards it’s completion. To begin with this was the first time in some years that I developed a project 
on my own. Working alone is different in many ways since you have to manage everything from planning to 
finding design solutions and taking decisions. By having to do so I think I have gained new confidence in my 
own abilities as a designer and organiser to carry out all the steps of the project. 

In the thesis booklet I started to formulate an idea, inspired by danish architect Jørn Utzon, of a free form 
architecture based on rational construction principles. As formulated by Utzon during the time of his 
career, this could be done through a repetition of mass produced elements, but this strategy of that era 
of industrialization of the building process has not the same relevance today since the introduction and 
development of new digital design tools and methods for fabrication. As a third path in between these two 
I chose to apply the principle of single curved surfaces on my project combined with the idea of using the 
cone as a repetitive basic element. What makes single curved surfaces and forms very useful is that they can 
be constructed of flat sheet materials and straight members, which makes construction easier regardless if 
there is a concrete mould to be built or if a frame is constructed of steel members or elements of laminated 
wood.

Throughout the semester I have been trying to keep an even pace, which I think has worked pretty well and 
has made the design process a lot easier. Defining the thesis question, tools and strategy on an early stage has 
also helped me to manage the design process and the planning in a systematic way. The benefit of this is that 
I’ve felt in control of the project and my investigations, while on the other hand I might have disregarded 
possibilities that has been outside of or on the edge of my field of investigation. I wouldn’t say that I had a 
completely clear image of the result during the whole working process, but I cannot evade a small notion 
that an extra hint of doubt maybe would have widened my field of sight and investigation and could have 
added something beyond what I am now presenting to the jury.
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