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THE BACKGROUND

THE SITE
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Dalapalatset in Gävle was built 1886-1889. The block was designed for 
Gävle-Dala Järnvägs Enke och pupillkassa by architect Nils Nordén, who 
was active in Gävle between 1892 and 1905 and was specialized in mu-
nicipal buildings, schools and institutions for the poor. He got his inspira-
tion from his many field trips around the world and was considered inno-
vative as he made his designs more modern and practical. Dalapalatset 
contains residential apartments, spaces for stores on the ground floor and 
office spaces on the first floor.

The block was planned to be built in three phases. The first two phases 
were built, but the last one never began. Now the block has a closed brick 
wall facing east. In the mid-1920s, city architect Gunnar Wetterling de-
signed a proposal to complete the block, but this was never built. During 
the 1980s, the block was carefully renovated, and at the same time large 
apartments were divided into smaller ones. Dalapalatset is situated in the district Brynäs, which was founded in the 

mid-1800s. Originally, the urban district was arranged along a grid, but 
between the 1940s and 1980s, a large number of the houses were demol-
ished and several streets were redrawn. Today, the district has a mixture 
of different types of buildings and is separated from the city centre by 
Gavleån and by the railway. Nearby the development of the area Alderhol-
men is in progress. A large number of apartments and spaces for service, 
culture and workplaces are being built.

Starting with this unfinished block, the task in this thesis project has been 
to develop a new proposal for an addition to Dalapalatset. The program is 
a continuation of the program of the existing building, containing residen-
tial apartments and commercial spaces. The fundamental issue has been 
how the addition should relate to the existing, if it was to be subordinated 
or not, if the expression of the existing building was to be reflected or 
hinted at, or if the new part should stand for itself and how it could gener-
ate qualities for existing users as well as for new ones.
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EXTERIOR

THE ADDITION

How to relate to the existing has been an important question in this project. 
Summarily there were three ways to go.

The first option was to subordinate the addition to the existing, to design 
the new building according to the design of the existing. This was not an 
option as it would reflect the 1896’s way of life and the building technique 
and not today’s. The new building would become a coulisse. 

The second option was to design something that was to be totally sepa-
rated from the existing, to not take the existing into consideration. This was 
early in the project also chosen not to be the way since the site was cho-
sen partly because of the existing environment.

The third option was to design for today’s life and with building technique 
of today and to adapt and conform to the existing with contemporary ele-
ments. This way was chosen for this project.

Entrance space with mezzanine floor.

Stairs have been an important part of this project. The idea of how you 
move through the building, how you turn and what you see. In many pro-
jects today spaces for stairs and common spaces are minimized due to 
money aspects. Bright stairwells to the courtyard were tried out as well as 
dark stair spaces in the middle of the building. 

THE STAIRS

The structure consists of load bearing walls of concrete between the apart-
ments and in the facades and concrete slabs. The facades are covered 
with grey ceramic tiles in different sizes. The facades have a stone base. 
The roof is covered with dark grey tinplates.

The entrance halls and stairwells have flooring of stone and the walls are 
covered with large format stones.

THE MATERIAL

You enter the building from the street through the double height entrance 
hall with a mezzanine floor. The elevator is straight ahead. If you turn left 
you can go straight out into the courtyard and if you turn right you reach the 
stairs. The stairwell has large windows in front of the landings, facing the 
courtyard. The addition has four apartments on every floor. Entrance halls 
and bathrooms are placed in the dark centre. Bedrooms and workspaces 
are placed to the courtyard and have balconies with the same width as the 
apartment. Kitchens and living rooms are placed to the street. The kitchens 
have recessed balconies and the living rooms have balcony doors. The 
apartments on the top floor have mezzanine floors over the kitchen and 
parts of the bedrooms, overlooking the dining area and the living room. You 
reach it via a stair in the living room. The kitchens on the top floor have high 
windows, creating a dormer window that cuts the eave.

On the entrance floor there are spaces for offices and stores, spaces for 
bikes and waste separation. In the basement there are laundry rooms, stor-
age spaces and technical spaces.

THE SPACES

Using the area marked for development in the existing town plan from 
1976 was the starting point for the design work and the process started 
with a try-out how many apartments the area could contain using the exist-
ing stairwell for some of the apartments or not. For many people today it 
seems more important to have a larger number of rooms in their apart-
ments rather than larger spaces.

The majority of the apartments were at first facing both the street and the 
courtyard and the rooms were arranged either to the courtyard or to the 
street with a corridor containing bathrooms and entrances in the middle, 
according to the same principle as in the existing, The apartments were 
space-efficient and the room heights were experimented with to be propor-
tioned to the spaces and to the lines and elements in the existing facade.

THE APARTMENTS

City plan from 1976

Spaces for entrances and bathrooms in the middle. Bright stairwells to the 
courtyard. One stairwell and using the existing and two stairwells.

The pattern of windows

Terraces on the roof

The aim of the expression of the exterior has been to design a building of 
our time, with today’s building techniques but that relates to the existing, 
picking up elements from the existing transforming them into today’s expres-
sions. 

The facade to the street has the same height as the existing part and it has 
two sizes of windows creating two symmetrical parts. The roof has the same 
level of the eave and the same inclination as the existing building. The high 
windows of the kitchens on the top floor cuts the eave creating vertical ele-
ments that also is a part of the expression of the existing. The horizontal 
stripes running across the facade has been picked up as bands of tiles in the 
other direction.

There are balconies to the courtyard that run along the width of the building 
between the stairwells, making it possible for the spaces turning to the exist-
ing building to be livelier. The top floors are recessed from the courtyard to 
open the narrow courtyard at the top.

THE FACADES

Some changes during the project
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North facade, Nordén

THE EXISTING

Exterior
The heavy ground floor is made   of stone and the entrances are articu-
lated.

The facade is made of red brick with decorative fields shaped as horizon-
tal bands along the facade, lining with the top or bottom of the windows. 
The windows have stone around and between them and masonry arches 
above with matted bricks mixed with glazed. The different sized windows 
are placed according to the plan into a symmetrical pattern.

The roof is steep and covered with green oxided copper sheets and the 
top floor has towers and gables that cut the eave with metal details that 
accentuate their heights.

Exterior

Part of plan, Nordén

Interior
Dining rooms, bedrooms, children’s rooms and salons are placed along 
the street. Kitchen and spaces for the maids are placed to the courtyard. 
The spaces for the maids have lower ceiling heights and are displaced ver-
tically in relation to the rest and they are accessed via internal stairs. Bath 
rooms, entrance halls and service spaces are placed as a corridor through 
the building.

The entrances and stairwells are generous and luxurious. They have tiles 
on the floor. Stairwells are placed to the courtyard and are accessible from 
the street through the building and from the courtyard. They are bright 
and have bay windows into the courtyard. The kitchens have entrances 
through separate stairwells.

Originally, the building contained two apartments per floor and stairwell. 
The whole building had five apartments per floor on about 1250 square 
meters. Today the large apartments are divided into smaller ones.

The rooms are nearly square-shaped and have room heights of 3.70 m. 
The apartments have large windows placed in the thick walls, decorative 
ceilings, panels, sliding doors and rooms in a row. Most of the apartments 
had windows facing two directions.

The spirit of the old times is still present and people living in Dalapalatset 
are proud of their special dwellings.

Interior
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