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2. Summary

The region around the narrow part of the Gulf of Bothnia called Kvarken 
has always played an important part for the cultural exchange 
between Sweden and Finland. 

The ferry traffic worked well up until 1999, 
when the decision made in EU 1992 
to end the duty-free sales between the countries of the EU was carried out

And with the new act the traffic quickly died out 
and some have tried to keep it going but with various success. 

The previous shipping company filed bankruptcy in 2011 
but the traffic was continued by the company managing the bankruptcy 
and surprisingly it has been going better, but it remains to see for how long. 

I want to investigate the possibilities of keeping this exchange alive 
and perhaps find alternative solutions for how this would be done. 
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3. Site

Kvarken was incorporated in the Wold Heritage Site of the High Coast in 2006, 
because of its unique natural conditions. 

The landscape shaped by the ice age tells the story of this period. 
Everything from the moraines that shapes the archipelago 
to the continues rise of the land that was squeezed under the heavy layer of ice tells this story. 

The land is expected to still rise 100-125 meters and it has been calculated that in 2500 years 
there would be a land connection over Kvarken but this is being countered 
by the rising sea level because of the melting polar ice.

Another factor that affects the wildlife especially that of fishes is the mix of salt and fresh water 
that the water in the Gulf of Bothnia consists of. 

This is called Brackish water and it is the reason 
to why there's not so many different species of fish here
since they haven't adapted to the conditions yet.

The topography differs on the Finnish and the Swedish side. 
The Finnish has a wider spread archipelago that is mostly flat 
while the Swedish is characterized by the High Coast and more open waters.

Another extreme condition for the life in this area is that the sea is covered in ice for 140-150 days/year 
and the hours of sun in the winter time is very few. 

These characteristics have shaped the flora and fauna and thereby also the people of the region. 
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4. History

Before the 19th century fishing and seal hunting were the main industries in the region. 
The hunt was carried out during long periods of time which made it necessary to build shelters out in the wild 
and remains of these have been found on many of the islands. 
Small scale farming was also common on the islands, but not to the same extent.

Partially due to the specifics of the landscape but also because of its geographical location 
the region has had an eventful history. This is also the reason to why some of the history is lost, 
like for instance the war in 1714 -1721 led to the pillage and destruction of the habitations in the archipelago. 

In the war in 1808-1809 Finland was lost to Russia. Russian troops continued to march towards Umeå 
and hundreds of Russian soldiers starved and froze to death. 

The general leading the assault later stated that it was unnecessary to mark the route across Kvarken 
since he had did so with the corpses of his soldiers. 

During the period that Finland was a part of Sweden mail and various goods were transported across Kvarken 
and during World War I young men were smuggled from Finland to receive military training in Germany 
for the liberation of Finland. 

During the winter of 1939-1940 when Finland suffered from shortage due to the war 
supplies were transported over the ice from Sweden, 
but now a days the fairway is kept open because of harbour further up north. 

In the start of the 20th the traffic was restructured 
and the harbour of Vasa lost its central role. 

The first boat ferry came in 1958.
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5. Aim

My aim is to invent a site-specific super system that reestablishes this critical link. 

Like in some of the projects made by the Metabolists where the water was used for its benefits 
I want the system to benefit from the water rather than it being a hinder necessary to bridge over. 

While supporting this route, 
to be successful it will also have to consider the unique nature of the region and making it reachable.

It is also important that the system respects the history of Kvarken and 
this is also why reestablishing the connection is of such importance 
since the cultural exchange has been a main factor for the region throughout history.

The aim is also to enable all possible synergies that Vasa and Umeå could get out of this. 
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6. Method

To develop this system I will have to gain a greater knowledge of the area 
and make a model (similar to those used in economics) 
on which I can crash test different solutions to identify all pros and cons. 

I will then combine the results and hopefully find a new better solution. 

Parallel to this method I will study the wildlife of the region 
which has had about 10 000 years on it to adapt and shape the situation in Kvarken. 
My intent with this is to find solutions and support for my system.

I think these methods of working will be crucial to the success of the system 
since I think it would be primitive to start with a cure which would then be forced on the problem, 

such as for instance the solution to build a bridge that has been considered earlier. 

p. 7



Mid-crit
Start
site analyze &
 
production of base material:
site plans, sections and etc.

sketching &
 
solution research

concept development

re-evaluation

material productioncritical evaluation of
project &

production of mid-crit
material

7. Schedule

p. 8



final seminar

final seminar

Week of examination

development of 
final material

material production

preparing of presentation

7. Schedule

p. 9



8. Bibliography

http://www.kvarkenguide.org/

http://www.kvarken.fi

p. 10


	1page.pdf
	2content
	3summary
	4site
	5history
	6aimny
	7method
	8schedule1
	9schedule2
	10bibliography

