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1 

The area that once were “The Great Tenochtitlán”, the Aztec city surrounded by five lakes, 

greenery and impressive sustainable systems for housing and agriculture has turned out to be a 

megacity growing uncontrollably, leaving a negative environmental and social impact within. 

Over the last 60 years the population has increased from 5.2 to 8.8 million (INEGI 2010) in the Dis-

trito Federal and from 5.7 to 20.8 million in the Metropolitan Area of the Mexican Valley known 

as Mexico City, area which is projected to be the third biggest city in the world by 2015 (United 

Nations 2005).

Under the premise that “Public spaces are firstly the containers of collective memory and de-

sire, and secondly they are places for geographic and social imagination to extend new relation-

ships and sets of possibility” (Corner 1990), this study aims to redefine the relation between the 

natural environment and the built environment in megacities throughout the emerging discipline 

of landscape urbanism, by understanding the historical values of the site and the new possibili-

ties of lifestyles and experiences this can bring to its inhabitants.
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What would it take for a megacity such as 
Mexico City to take a shift into  
sustainable urban design and 

re-development? How can infrastructures 
such as transit, waste management 

systems and public spaces interact in a 
hybrid urban fabric of blue and green 

structures, in which the natural landscape 
and the built environment 
complement each other?
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Mexico City stands out as one of the biggest cities in the world, it is crucial to understand how it became a mega-

city, so as the role that remaining natural resources play in the city, such as lakes, canals, forests, volcanoes and 

agricultural fields. The south of the city has the largest area of conservation soil. The chinampas and canals in the 

Xochimilco-Tláhuac-Milpa Alta area are one of the most important sites in the city and one of the least preserved.

The case study of the research is the “Ejido San Francisco Tlaltenco”, an area in one of the 16 Boroughs of Distrito 

Federal: Tláhuac, which will be the place for the first metro line reaching the urbanized south-east, therefore the ac-

tivation of the area is imminent. Tláhuac is a borough with an agricultural-urban character and is mostly inhabited by 

middle-low income families. Its connection to the city, commercial areas and public space is deplorable. The site has  

large areas of non-utilized agricultural land, these areas are constantly squatted. One large plot of land with these 

characteristics is right next to the area where the new metro line will be built. The owners of the land (ejidatarios) want 

to sell it; the land is declared natural resource by the Ministry of Environment. The Ministry of Urban Development 

and Housing has targeted this area for future development. It is crucial to develop a master plan in which inclusion 

of public space and natural resources play the leading roles.
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Research, design and methodology tools

The study and design is supported by the emergent discipline: Landscape Urbanism, its theory of infrastructural 

Landscapes is used as a way to conceal the urban and the regional, and so as the belief that “Landscape has re-

placed architectural form as the primary medium of city making” (Waldheim 2006). The methodologies used are literature 

review and spatial analysis.

This study also follows the ideas presented in the article “Recovering Mexico City”, which is a first approach to the im-

portance of landscape and green areas in this megacity. During my last visit to México I had the opportunity to meet 

with people at the Urban Development and Housing Ministry, to expose my concern on working on a sustainable-

oriented project with a case study in the city. We discussed two main areas; the first one was the former landfills of 

Santa Fe in the Cuajimalpa Borough and the second on the agricultural fields in the area surrounding the new metro 

station in the Tláhuac Borough. Both presented a challenge and standout as interesting projects which definitely 

need an urban/landscape design oriented towards sustainability. Due to the main characteristics of both areas, 

Tláhuac represented a bigger challenge and need for proposals which could help the development of this neglected 

place in the city, so as the importance of its location, which is inscribed in the UNESCO world heritage list.

An extensive research on Tláhuac Borough was the start point from which followed the ideological theories of land-

scape urbanism applied to megacities in the Latin American context. 
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The main documents to study were the Urban Development Plan for the Borough, published in 2010 and the spa-

tial analysis of the area. In parallel, questions about the water situation in the city and the natural buffer of the blue 

structure in the area raised, so as the importance of the chinampas as cultural heritage. Therefore other documents 

concerning these topics were also part of the literature review.

With “a deep concern with landscapes conceptual scope; with its capacity to theorize sites, territories, ecosystems, 

networks, and infrastructures, and to organize large urban fields” (Corner 2006), the final outcome proposes a new way 

to do urbanism in the post-agricultural areas of Mexico City, by including the preexistent landscapes as the urban 

fabrics when developing towards a more urban character. The basic design tools are; infrastructural landscapes 

throughout the use of the canals and chinampas, urban agriculture, eco-housing, recycling stations and inclusion of 

new services and community areas.
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2 Landscape urbanism and its inclusion to the 
   Latin American context

Over the last decades, global movements towards planning with environmental concern have occupied a great 

place for architects and urbanists, these movements and theories have only been successful in developed countries 

so far. Between the great natural landscapes and uncontrolled urban sprawl in Latin American cities such as Mexico 

City, a new trend in planning and design must emerge.

Landscape Urbanism roots can be traced to Patrick Geddes and Benton MacKave theories for environmental plan-

ning during the late 1800s and the early 1900s, followed by projects of Alison and Peter Smithson which were con-

ceived of small scale landscape and landscape-like interventions as precursors to future (re)urbanization. The Smiths 

as architects were interested in the space in between buildings as they were into the buildings themselves. 

Ian McHargs concepts from the 1970s focused on designing with nature, Lewis Mumford studies on cities, are also 

retaken by landscape urbanism, so as Olmsted´s projects which pursued that landscape drove the process of city 

formation, its main example is the Central Park in New York City. After “La Villete” competition, a new trajectory of the 

postmodern urban park began “in which landscape itself was conceived as a complex medium capable of articu-

lating relations among urban infrastructure, public events, and indeterminate urban futures for large, post-industrial 

sites” (Waldheim 1982).
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This discipline of Landscape Urbanism as such was first approached by the Landscape Architect James Corner as 

a response to the industrial, post-industrial and modern urbanity. Although the oxymoron term of “landscape urban-

ism” may sound contradictory, it is of vital importance to understand its essence by studying each word individually. 

Landscape as a wide definition is the visible features of area and land; including the physical elements of landforms, 

blue structures (rivers, lakes and seas) and its flora and fauna. Urbanism is the discipline of transformed space by 

human activity as a built environment with a character of continuity and contiguity and with a relatively big, permanent 

and socially heterogeneous population

For a long time, the greenery of the city/landscape and the agricultural plots have been perceived as the regional 

area of the city, which only use is to supply the cities with leisure and food, while the “grayish” urban built environ-

ment has embodied the “progress” of a determined human settlement, as we can see in most of the big cities in 

the world, especially in the Latin American context, where the landscape has lost its ability to outstand for itself as a 

complement and alley of and for the urban fabric. Denser cities have a clear advantage for economy, but the human 

need for green spaces (recreation, health and food production) cannot be question or replaced by anything else, 

so as the natural balance of sites. In the case of Mexico City, we have a clear example, as a city built over lakes, it’s 

natural to happen that after filtered and paved, the city will have constant flooding and progressive sinking, so as the 

lack of balance of the groundwater natural systems.  

Landscape urbanism should be seen as a matter of survival for cities; it has a close connection to the principles of 

Green Urbanism so as with restrictive planning en the 1970s, and today is strongly needed as an ideological input 

in order to reverse the focus of common interest from private to public (Andersson 2010). 
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Landscape Urbanism also means using landscape methods, including process oriented strategies for urban de-

sign, also to reverse the traditional planning ideology of arranging buildings into urban patterns, leaving more or less 

arbitrary in between spaces, but instead consider open spaces as primary qualities (Andersson 2010). To take a shift 

towards sustainable city planning in the Distrito Federal according to its natural pre-existent characteristics, the city 

would have two options to develop a new way of planning and design where landscape can play an outstanding 

role. In areas which still have natural resources (which are commonly contaminated and in need of rehabilitation) we 

can use its natural patterns to guide the growth of the city in a sustainable way; in areas already exploited, we must 

recover the natural spaces remaining and expand them. 

“In its horizontal field of urbanization, landscape has a newfound relevance, offering a multivalent and manifold me-

dium for the making of urban form, and in particular in the context of complex natural environments, post-industrial 

sites, and public infrastructure” (Waldheim 2006). 

Both areas of high-urban density and urban sprawl are continuously “necessitating new modes of description, 

new forms of scholarship and new models of discourse” (Waldheim 2006). When recovering and/or implementing the 

blue and green structures into the urban fabric is vital to know that the more significant of these traditional (urban) 

landscapes, greater is their capacity to function as important ecological vessels and pathways, according to James 

Corner in his Reference Manifesto.
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“...i do not know how to 
describe it, seeing things as 
we did that had never been 
heard of or seen before, not 

even dreamed about...”
-Bernal Díaz de Castillo (The Conquest of the new Spain).

15

3 From Tenochtitlán to the Megacity  

Between Chinampas



Tenochtitlán: Aztec City founded over the lakes of the Mexican Valley in 1325, today Mexico City.
Megacity: A chain of roughly adjacent metropolitan areas (Mumford 1938). A massive web of 
                inter-connecting urbanized landscapes, with cities being the central nodes (Cote 2008).

Mexico City 1850Mexico City 1750Tenochtitlán 1500 Mexico City 2000The New Spain 1750

Over the last 60 years the population in Mexico City has increased from 5.2 to 8.8 million (INEGI 2010) in the Distrito 

Federal and from 5.7 to 20.8 million in the ZMVM (Metropolitan Area of the Mexican Valley) which comprehends one 

of the biggest cities in the world. Along with the growing number of inhabitants, social and environmental problems of 

great scale have raised such as overwhelming urban sprawl, natural resources depletion and inefficient connectivity 

(both for private cars and public transportation).

Not only in size, Mexico City is great in culture, architecture and natural resources, the integration of these, seems 

to be the missing piece lacking in planning. Life quality keeps decreasing, not just because the economic and social 

problems the country is facing but the fact that is becoming unlivable in its physical structure. 
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To bring a general perspective of the current situation of the city, can be mention that the metro system transported 

over 1,410,121,151 users on 2010 (Arista 2011), and even though the planning of the system was of great value de-

cades ago, it has become inefficient  due to the urban sprawl and insufficient due to the urban density, so as other 

transport systems like the metrobus, light train and city busses. The green urban areas have a surface of 128.28 km2 

(SMA 2010) in the Distrito Federal, representing less than the 10% of the 1,485 km2 surface of the capital; the use of 

clean and green technologies such as solar and/or wind energy and waste management is way behind in relation to 

the geographical and climatological characteristics the site offers. Despite all these discomforting data, the potential 

of the city to regenerate and revive itself is possible.

m e g a c i t y
Source: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2006). World Urbanization Prospects: The 2005 Revision. Working Paper No. ESA/P/WP/200

1  Tokyo   35.5
2  Mumbai   21.9
3  Mexico City  21.6
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Urban Deveolpment of
Mexico City

Urban Development
Tláhuac Borough

1900 1950

1960 1970

1960 2000

Urban Deveolpment of
Mexico City

Urban Development
Tláhuac Borough

1900 1950

1960 1970

1960 2000

Applying the principles and theory of landscape urbanism in fast-

growing cities of developing countries like Mexico, as an alterna-

tive to the alarming social and natural negative impacts that the 

urban growth has brought within, attains a possible solution to the 

fact that “the dystopia of the megalopolis is already an irrevers-

ible historical fact: it has long since installed a new way of life, 

not to say a new nature... i would submit that instead we need to 

conceive a remedial landscape that is capable of playing a criti-

cal and compensatory role in relation to the ongoing, destructive 

commodification of the man made world” (Waldheim 2006).

Urban Development of Mexico City
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Transport Systems of Mexico City

DF Transport Systems

To Metropolitan Area
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4 Chinamperia

Chinampa (Chinámitl-pan): A prehispanic agricultural system used by the aztecs. 
 It is conformed by artificial plots of land built over lakes. The plots create canals which   
 conform the regional fabric.

sediments

woven framework

area for crops

willows
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Texcoco Lake

Zumpango Lake

Xaltocan Lake

Chalco Lake

Xochimilco Lake

Tenochtitlan

chinampas

Mexico Valley               ca. 1519

The lacustrine Aztec City Tenochtitlán was settle over the Texcoco 

lake, and within time expanded its area over the other four lakes sur-

rounding Tenochtitlán; Xaltocan, Zumpango, Xochimilco and Chalco 

lakes. The city main transportation system was the boats (trajineras 

and chalupas). A main characteristic of this city built on water were 

the chinampas, this outstanding agricultural system built over small 

artificial islets settled in the least deep areas of the sweet water lakes. 

The chinampas are able to give up to seven crops a year instead of 

2 o 3 which is the usual in agricultural land.

Most of the chinampas were located in the city center of Tenochtitlán 

and in the southern east of the city, mainly in the Xochimilco, Tláhuac 

and Milpa Alta boroughs, but Chinampas also existed in Iztapalapa, 

Iztacalco and Chalco, this last ones mentioned disappeared in the 

second half of the twentieth century.

Mexico has 26 areas which are inscribed in the UNESCO World 

Heritage List, is the first place in Latin America and the 7th place 

worldwide (Integral Plan and Management of the Polygon in Xochimilco, Tláhuac and Milpa 

Alta, inscribed in the UNESCO World Heritage List 2006). 

22
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The Chinampas area in Xochimilico – Tláhuac - Milpa Alta were inscribed in the UNESCO on 1987. Unluckily, real 

estate interests, water problems and the lack of sustainability in the management of the lakes, canals and agricultural 

areas, have endangered the site and diminished its natural and cultural characteristics. Due to these happenings, 

during 2000-2006 a new plan to recover the area is developed: PUX (Unesco-Xochimilco Plan). 

In 2002 a UNESCO office is settled in Xochimilco to help with the plan. Although the efforts developed during the last 

years, this alarming situation persists. The area has already received two banns from UNESCO which have endanger 

the area to lose its title as world heritage, but the actions taken in the site, have been recognized by the organiza-

tion and encouraged the community and educational instances such as the Autonomous Metropolitan University to 

continue the struggle against the main factors of this environmental problems, which are: the collapse of the canal 

system, the proliferation of the irregular human settlements, the lack of incentives for farmers, the diminished water 

quality, and soil erosion.

Under the integral plan for Xochimilco, Tláhuac and Milpa Alta (PUX) area, the UNESCO and the Mexico City Gov-

ernment has the vision of building spaces of sustainable development, were the cultural heritage plays a protagonist 

role, so as in the construction of the inhabitants identity as in the generation of work opportunities that allows to 

improve the life quality of the population. So far the plan hasn’t had a strong connection to the urban plans of the 

boroughs and other development plans for the city. An important fact to cover is to conceal the multiple social and 

environmental pressures and to balance them to secure the permanence of its exceptional heritage values, and to 

achieve this, architects, planners, educational instances, boroughs, government, environmental instances, UNES-

CO and communities must work together. 

23
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Xochimilco Borough, due to its importance as the touristic area of trajineras (boats), agriculture, flowers and grocery 

markets, and the rowing training tracks, has projects for its preservation. In 2006 the office of the Mexican architect 

Mario Schjetnan designed a park which recovers a vast area of water bodies and greenery, bringing new public 

spaces for the community.

Currently the inhabitants of this borough struggle to keep its natural and historic character, on the other side Tláhuac 

and Milpa Alta have been forgotten as places of great natural richness and historic heritage, although the Chinampe-

ria inscribed in the UNESCO comprehends the chinampas and canals still existing in these two boroughs. We must 

acknowledge that lack of participation of any part whether is design or planning, results in the sprawling megacity 

over natural landscapes.

24
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Heritage Preservation Main Areas 

Heritage Preservation Potential Areas 

Water Bodies and Canals 

Permanent Buffer Area 
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Canals &
Chinampas
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Tláhuac Canals

Xochimilco Chinampas

Tláhuac Agricultural Land (South)

Tláhuac Canals

Xochimilco Chinampas

Tláhuac Agricultural Land (South)
1

1    Canal
2    Chinampas
3    Xochimilco Chinampas
4,5 Tláhuac Canals and Chinampas
6    Tláhuac Agricultural parcels
7-9 Xochimilco canals and chinampas
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4

2

3



Tláhuac Canals

Xochimilco Chinampas

Tláhuac Agricultural Land (South)

Tláhuac Canals

Xochimilco Chinampas

Tláhuac Agricultural Land (South)
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5 Water Situation in Mexico

The once known as the “City of Lakes” is now running out of water due to its inefficient infrastructure, planning and 

non sustainable approaches. Data shows an alarming panorama in which the city, within 7 or 8 years will be unable 

to provide water for over 5 million of Mexicans out of 22 million, according to Efrén Villalón Figaredo on 2009 (Director 

of the Mexican Valley Organism of the National Water Commission CONAGUA), because the capacity of storage dams is not enough to 

supply the Cutzamala System (Metropolitan Area). 

The problem started with the development of a system to pump water throughout the canals to the city of Tenoch-

titlán, this system grew fast and uncontrolled throughout the years, and began the rupture of the natural process of 

the place, which as a result decreased the lakes and canals network, starting an slow lost of the Xochimilco-Tláhuac 

lake and the lost of the full productive capacity of the chinampas system.

Pipes are so leaky they lose about 35% of liquid 
before it even reaches homes. (CONAGUA 2007)

Out of each m3 extracted, just 300 liters 
are recharged to the groundwater.

Extracted

Recharged

By designing with nature, you create a natural buffer system

Lack of green areas and high density of paved surfaces contribute to water pollution 
and interrupt the natural cycle of filtration and recharge of ground water.

Current Situation

Proposed Scheme
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The Cutzamala System (1983) is the one designed to bring water to the city 

and other localities adjacent to it, but it has a limited capacity and the wells 

drilled have seriously diminished the groundwater natural state. Out of each 

m3 of water extracted, just 300 liters are recharged to the groundwater (Padgett 

2009), out of 40 wells for filtration, none is designed to recharged groundwater 

but to absorb water and prevent flooding in the surface, which works in con-

servation areas to avoid pollution of the aquifer (SCM 2009).



Pipes are so leaky they lose about 35% of liquid 
before it even reaches homes. (CONAGUA 2007)

Out of each m3 extracted, just 300 liters 
are recharged to the groundwater.

Extracted

Recharged

By designing with nature, you create a natural buffer system

Lack of green areas and high density of paved surfaces contribute to water pollution 
and interrupt the natural cycle of filtration and recharge of ground water.

Current Situation

Proposed Scheme
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Water treatment is almost non-existent, “Los Berros” is the only water treatment plant existing,  this one has a ca-

pacity to treat up to 16,000 liters per second, this means that only 3% of the water used in the city is treated (Padgett 

2009). The uneven water access is also a problem today, 50% (out of 3,000) of the wells used for general storage are 

situated in the wealthiest areas of the city, while southern areas such as Tláhuac, Xochimilco and Chalco have only 

120 wells (Legorreta Gutierrez 2009), even though they have the most significant water bodies in the city, which along the 

years have been drained to supply water for other developed areas.

The panorama today is not encouraging. For instance, a few years ago, people had to dig 15 meters to extract water,  

now it can be 250 meters in certain areas, the city is also sinking 10-40 centimeters per year, this leads to leakage 

in water pipes infrastructure which already has 60 critical points, 20 out of them are of high risk (Padgett 2009). Although 

charts show that 80% of the population has good access to water, 15% has limited access and 5% has extremely 

limited access (SCM 2009), by 2030 the amount of water will be 127 m3  annual per inhabitant (CONAGUA 2007), this with 

the thought that every inhabitant will have the same rights to water consumption, which today is unfairly unequal.

Between Chinampas



The main goal today is to stop over exploitation and find new ways to face the environmental problems that the 

demographic growth is bringing within. The consumption culture plays a big role also when it comes to water con-

sumption in the city, although most of the Mexicans face the problem with water each day, the consumption rates in 

certain areas of the northern-west is alarming, reaching between 500 - 700 liters per day, while in low-income areas 

the consumption rate can be as low as 20 - 50 liters per day (Padgett 2009).

Actions such as the reduction of leakage and recharge of ground water, development of urban-ecological projects to 

recover the main water structures in the city, and normativity and regulations for water consumption and treatment, 

must be the first ones to be taken in order to stop and revert the water crisis the city is facing today.

300 lt per day

20-50 lt

200 lt per day 200 lt per day
150 lt per day

MEXICO CITY NYC STOCKHOLM
114 lt per day
BARCELONA UNITED NATIONS

CONAGUA (MX)

500-700 lt

Low-middle income areas

High income areas
100 lt
Hammarby Sjöstad
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Pipes are so leaky they lose about 35% of liquid 
before it even reaches homes. (CONAGUA 2007)

Out of each m3 extracted, just 300 liters 
are recharged to the groundwater.

Extracted

Recharged

By designing with nature, you create a natural buffer system

Lack of green areas and high density of paved surfaces contribute to water pollution 
and interrupt the natural cycle of filtration and recharge of ground water.

Current Situation

Proposed Scheme
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3 tochtli (1222)… yn tlamaçehualleque 
Tlahuaca yn tlatzintiani Quauhtlotlin

teuctli yhuan Yhuitzin yhuan Tlilcoatzin yhuan 
Chalchiuhtzin yhuan Chahuaquetzin yn 

yehuantinin oc huel yehuantin yn 
Chichimeca catca 

hualxeliuhque Xicco Chalca Tlahuacan yc 
mitoa motenehua Cuitlahuaca tlatoque 

Tiçic.

3 Rabbit [1222]. This year, the great characters, meritorious and noble chichimecas named Cuauhtlotlin Tecuhtli, Huitzin, Tlicoatzin, Chalchi-
uhtzin and Chahuaquetzin, founders of Cuitláhuac y lords of Tizic, divided themselves in Xicco, Chalco and Tláhuac, according to said. (Anales 
de Cuautitlán, cit. Martínez, 2008).



Surface: 8,534.62 hectares (5.74% of the Distrito Federal surface)
Urban: 2,064.80 hectares (24.19% of the Tláhuac surface)
Conservation Land: 6,469.82 hectares (75.81% of the Tláhuac surface) 
                      This delimitation was published on July 16th, 1987.
Population: 360,265 inhabitants
Density: 4,210.2 inhabitants per km²

Founded: August 28th, 1928

.

The name Tláhuac, comes from: Cuitláhuac which means: place where the cuítlatl is picked up. This cuítlatl is an 

alge which grew in the Xochimilco lake. Tláhuac is one of the sixteen boroughs of the Distrito Federal. The site dates 

from the pre-classic Horizon (A.C.) when islands and riversides part of the Chalco Lake (Tlapacoya, Temamantla, 

Xico, Tlaltenco, Ixtayopan, Xochimilco and Culhuacán), were the highlights of the landscape. The cultural existence 

dates from the pre-classic and post-classic after the explosion of the Xitle Volcano, emigrants from Teotihuacan 

settled here.

6 Tláhuac

DF   3,050,442
TL         19,501

6,874,165
     62,419

8,235,744
   206,700

8,489,007
   255,891

8,605,239
   302,790

8,851,080
   360,265

9,250,000
   475,645

0.64%

0.91%
2.51% 3.01% 3.52% 4.07% 5.79%

‘80
1970 1990 1995 2000 2010 2025
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Tláhuac is located in the south-east of Distrito Federal. A vast area of its territory is part of the perimeter of the world 

heritage area (UNESCO) for its cultural and natural characteristics. The new metro line 12 (named Bicentennial Line 

due to its construction during the 200 years celebration of independence and 100 years of revolution) is now under 

construction and will have its final station in the heart of the Borough; therefore the activation of the area is immi-

nent. 

According to both the vision and global Project to revert the extensive growth of the Distrito Federal the government 

finds fundamental to reorient its urban and regional areas towards a sustainable development. On 2008 a new Plan-

ning Document for the Borough was published, this one replaced the 1997 older Plan. 

Tláhuac borders with Iztapalapa borough to the north, Chalco Valley (Metropolitan Area) to the east, Xochimilco bor-

ough to the west and Milpa Alta borough to the south. The Borough has four main elevations; Guadalupe Volcano 

also known as “The Sheep” (altitude 2,280 meters over sea level), Teuhtli Volcano, (altitude 2,710 meters over sea 

level), Xaltepec Volcano, (altitude 2,500 meters over sea level) and Tetecón Cerro, (altitude 2,470 meters over sea 

level), three main Canals: Chalco, Guadalupano and Amecameca, and other smaller canals which configure the 

irrigation system for the agricultural area. In the border to San Miguel Xico (Metropolitan Area) we find a permanent 

flooding area named Tlahúac Marsh which is an ecologic reserve today. Tláhuac is part of the following areas:

1. Metropolitan Sector: Iztapalapa, Iztacalco.

2. Second Contour (Territorial Unity): Xochimilco and Milpa Alta.

3. Conservation Land: Tlalpan, Magdalena Contreras, Alvaro Obregón and Cuajimalpa de Morelos.
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MÉXICO

MEXICO CITY

Metropolitan Area

Distrito Federal (Federal District)

DF

TLÁHUAC BOROUGH

+

The site dates from the pre-
classic Horizon (A.C.), when is-
lands and riberas part of the 
Chalco Lake (Tlapacoya, 
Temamantla, Xico, Tlaltenco, Ix-
tayopan, Xochimilco and Cul-
huacan), were the highlights of 
the landscape. The cultural exis-
tence dates from the pre-classic 
and post-classic after the explo-
sion of the Xitle Volcano, emi-
grants from Teotihuacan settled 
there. 

Population 112,336,538 inhabitants
Area 1 972 550 km²
  

Population 8,851,080 inhabitants
Area 1,485 km²

Population ca. 22 million inhabitants

w h e r e ?

Foundation: August 28th, 1928
Population: 360,265 inhabitants (4.07% of DF) 

Area: 8,534.62 hac (5.74% of DF)

Urban: 2,064.80 hac (24.19% of DF)

Conservation Land: 6,469.82 hac  (75.81% of DF) 

Land Ownership

Private Public Social

According to, both the vision and global Project to revert the exten-
sive growth of DF the government finds fundamental to reorient is 
urban and regional areas towards a 

sustainable development.

Former Plan of Urban Development: 1997 
Current Plan of Urban Development: 2008

Located at the South- East of DF, Tláhuac Burough bor-
ders Iztapalapa, Xochimilco and Milpa Alta Boroughs to 
the north, west and south and the Chalco Valley 
(Metropolitan Area) to the east
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The Land Ownership is divided into; private, public and social. This last one is applied for all of the agricultural fields. 

Tláhuac was founded with the structure of the seven pueblos, this pueblos were settled between the agricultural 

land:

San Pedro Tláhuac, Santiago Zapotitlán, San Francisco Tlaltenco, Santa Catarina Yecahuitzotl, 

San Juan Ixtayopan, San Nicolás Tetelco and San Andrés Mixquic.

The seven pueblos were declared part of the Distrito Federal in 1855. After the mid 20th century the neighborhoods: 

Santa Cecilia, San José, La Habana, San Andrés Quiahuatla were established in the center of the borough. During 

the 1980s Housing units following the modern scheme were developed: Zapotitlán, Unidad Villa Centroamericana in 

the south-west, and the new neighborhoods “La Estación” y “Zapotitla” in the northwest of the demarcation.

Traditional space making hasn’t keep up to the needs and growth of the area, planning and design should focus on 

the activation of space and the urban-regional effects that will come within, to attain the surface conditions not only 

in its configuration but in its materiality and performance (Allen 2006). 

The collective consciousness of the inhabitants towards a sustainable borough must be attained in order to achieve 

a contemporary urban culture that can support green infrastructural systems and urban agriculture. But this can only 

be achieved if the urban plans aspire to have a “more socially just, politically emancipator, and ecologically sane 

mixes of spatio-temporal production processes” (Harvey 1990).
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7 pueblos (historical heritage)

Irregular settlements

mid 20th century neighborhoods

1980s housing units

Pueblo 
San Pedro Tláhuac

Pueblo 
San André MixquicPueblo 

San Nicolas Tetelco

Pueblo
San Juan Ixtayopan

Pueblo 
San Francisco Tlaltenco

Santiago Zapotitlán

Pueblo 
Santa Catarina Yecahuitzotl

Unidad Villa Centroamericana 

La Estación 
Zapotitla 
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Blue Structure

Tláhuac Marsh 
(Permanent Flooding Area)C

ha
lc

o 

Guadalupe

Amecameca
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Blue Structures
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Green Structure

agriculture

ecological protection

ecological rescue
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The green urban areas have a surface 
of 128.28 km² (SMA DF 2010) in the 

Distrito Federal, representing less 
than the 10% of the 1,485 km² 
surface the capital covers

Green Urban Areas
41
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1   Del Mar
2   La Nopalera
3   Los Olivos
4   Miguel Hidalgo
5   San Franciso Tlaltenco
6   San Andrés Mixquic 
7   San Juan Ixtayopan 
8   San Nicolás Tetelco 
9   San Pedro Tláhuac
10 Santa Catarina Yecahuizotl 
11 Santiago Zapotitlán 
12 Zapotitla

18,278

6,50719,975 56,718

23,280

43,587
41,506

26,849

5,879

11,739

7,248

41,224

12

11

10

9

8

7

6

5
4

3 2

1

Urban Development
1855 the 7 pueblos are declared part of the DF
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Urban and Regional Services

Urban 
Regional

Culture
221 libraries
4 Regional Museums
7 Culture Houses

Commerce
16 markets

Health
14 Care Centers

Sports
31 Modules

Social Assistance
17 Centers of Community Development
2 ludotheques

Public Buildings
31

Graveyards
8
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Ejido
San Franciso
Tlaltenco
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Analysis map



crime rate

irregular settlements

urban and regional services

open spaces

built

blue structure

green structure

Tláhuac borough area

high..............................low

urban  regional

agriculture

ecological protection

ecological rescue

Irregular/Ilegal housing

Spaces for recreation such as 
parks, gardens, plazas and sport fields

Canals, lagoon of Tláhuac forest and Tláhuac marsh

AIMS

decrease and 
eventually eradicate
crime areas and
irregular housing

no separation
between
regional and
urban

decrease 
built density
and increase 
housing quality

recover 
the canals and
add more 
blue structures
as connectors

green for 
community 
and agriculture 

Tláhuac as the
first  sustainable
borough in DF
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Single house 
69.34%

Apartment Building 
21.75%

Room in vecindad 
6.27%

Non-Housing Plot 
0.09%

Mobil Housing  
1 0.0%

Eco-Housing
--%

Refuge 
0.01%

Non-specified
2.47%

Room in Roof 
0.07%

DF
TL

2,540,027
95,133

2,288,397
83,739

251,625
11,394

11
13.61

houses inhabited uninhabited %

DF
TL 2,325,117

95,133

36,720
1,533

1.58
1.80

homes

homes 
without a house %

unused plots/houses 53
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Blue Structure

Tláhuac Marsh 
(Permanent Flooding Area)C

ha
lc

o 

Guadalupe

Amecameca

Green Structure

agriculture

ecological protection

ecological rescue

1   Del Mar
2   La Nopalera
3   Los Olivos
4   Miguel Hidalgo
5   San Franciso Tlaltenco
6   San Andrés Mixquic 
7   San Juan Ixtayopan 
8   San Nicolás Tetelco 
9   San Pedro Tláhuac
10 Santa Catarina Yecahuizotl 
11 Santiago Zapotitlán 
12 Zapotitla

18,278

6,50719,975 56,718

23,280

43,587
41,506

26,849

5,879

11,739

7,248

41,224

12

11
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9

8

7

6

5
4

3 2

1

Urban Development
1855 the 7 pueblos are declared part of the DF
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Lack of drinking water
Inneficient  waste management
Noise Pollution
Car pollution
Lack of access to drainage for all areas
Degradation of conservation land because of solid waste
Lack of infrastructure for housing
Squats
Crime
Unused soils
Lack of public Space

df
megacity

TLÁHUAC
Ejido 
San Francisco
Tlaltenco

Government

Ejidatarios
(agricultors)

Community

MASTER PLAN

New Services
Commerce
Industry 
     (Agricultural 
          Oriented)
Water Pond 

To sell land

Urban AgricultureRecycling

Mobility Eco-housing

Infrastructural Landscapes

BENITO JUÁREZ
MIGUEL HIDALGO
COYOACÁN
CUAJIMALPA DE MORELOS
CUAÚTEMOC
AZCAPOTZALCO
TLALPAN
IZTACALCO
VENUSTIANO CARRANZA
ÁLVARO OBREGÓN
GUSTAVO A. MADERO
LA MAGDALENA CONTRERAS
XOCHIMILCO

IZTAPALAPA
MILPA ALTA

Chinampas
Green Roofs
Agricultural AreasEnergy Plant

New TypologyCanals
Walking
Biking

+ metropolitan 
area=

Need for new 
and 
better housing

Infrastructure

Connectivity

Strength
local economies

*Boroughs order according to the index of human development, being Tláhuac and other souther-east buroughs in the bottom three

Regulations and 
infrastructure
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description of Tláhuac

Chalco Canal

w h y ?

Milpa Alta District
Xochimilco District

Xochimilco District

Iztapalapa District

low housing standards

Urban + Regional Character

undeveloped infrastructures

not enough public spaces

New Metro Line

Agricultural Land

Amecameca Canal

Chinampas Area

Chinampas Area

Tláhuac Marsh

Border to Metropolitan Area

Guadalupe Canal

+

-

Current situation of Tláhuac
Tláhuac, will be the place for the first metro line 
reaching the south-east of the city, therefore the acti-
vation of the area is imminent. Tláhuac is a borough 
with an agricultural-urban character.

The area is inhabited by middle-low income families, 
it´s connection to the city, commercial areas and 
public space is deplorable. The site has a large area 
of non-utilized agricultural land, these areas are con-
stantly squatted, one large plot of land with these 
characteristics is right next to where the new metro 
line node will be built.

The owners of the land (ejidatarios) want to sell it, al-
though the land is declared natural resource by the 
Ministry of Environment, The Ministry of Urban Devel-
opment and Housing has targeted this area for future 
urban-regional development. 
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7 Case Study: Ejido San Francisco Tláltenco and 
the new metro station

Between Chinampas



Ejido: Areas of communal land use for agriculture, on which community members individually 
posses and farm a specific parcel. The system dates from the Aztec empire times.

Due to the fast growth of the city a new metro line will reach the “heart” of 

Tláhuac, still there is not a plan to overcome the infrastructural and social 

changes this metro station will bring. 

The aim of this project is to show the possibility to “redirect efforts towards urban 

design rather than design of singular places” (Andersson 2010). The Ejido San Fran-

cisco has slowly lost its agricultural character, due to the urbanization of regional 

areas of the city. The ejidatarios (owners of parcels) want to sell the land, now 

that the new metro is developed. The line 12 or Bicentennial Line of the Mexico 

City Metro System will run from Mixcoac in the west of the city to Tláhuac. This 

will connect Tláhuac to the city. “Given the complexity of the rapidly urbanizing 

metropolis, to continuously oppose nature against culture, landscape against 

city” (Corner 2006), a new urban model is proposed in which nature and culture are 

part of an urbanized landscape and a landscape recovered from the urbaniza-

tion. The premises are to raise ecological awareness and environmental reco-

very, to maintain the unique identity of the area and its inhabitants and cope with 

the impacts of massive urban growth upon rural areas.

To Metropolitan Area

Line 12
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Metro line 12



connection to DF

w h a t?

connection to Metropolitan area

Metro Workshops
(final station)

Built...?

Roads

Existing canals

Ejido San Francisco Tlaltenco: 124 Hec aprox.

Metro Area: 56 Hec aprox.

Landscape urbanism is not only about bringing landscape into cities 
but also with the expansion of cities into surrounding landscape.
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1 2 3 4 5 6

7 9 10 11 128

Mexico City is in need for new sustainable urban forms, to find “significant potentials in the ability to shift scales, to 
locate urban fabrics in their regional and biotic contexts, and to design relationships between dynamic environmental 
processes of urban form” (Corner 2006). The current image of nature in Mexico City is mostly about “conservation areas” 
which are neglected from the urban fabric, unattainable and unusable. To develop new forms which can include the 
green and blue structures in its public spaces and infrastructures is a key concept to recover the city life and the 
natural resources.
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1 2 3 4 5 6

7 9 10 11 128

3

4

5

68

9

10

11
12

1

7

2

Ejido 
San Franciso
Tlaltenco
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how?
connection to DF

Nodes

Metro nodes

in betweens

connection to Metropolitan area

lake

new canals

transfer center

....constructing a horizontal field 
of infrastructure that might ac-
commodate all sorts of urban 
activities, planned, unplanned, 
imagined and unimagined, over 
time... (Waldheim 2006)
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Throughout different elements of 
urban/landscape Design (which can 

be applied beyond its case study area) the 
chinamperia and lake 

structure can start shaping a new 
sustainable future.
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Eco-Housing will be imple-
mented in the area. This 
typology brings new 
possibilities for people to
use the land and self-built 
its house as they 
desire, but in an ordered 
way, respecting materials,
gardens, heights and eco-
techiniques.

People will be able to 
convey with nature in a 
daily basis. This will 
improve their life quality 
and bring conscience on 
the environmental impact 
cities have.

The area will include the 
natural systems into a 
hybrid fabric. The existing 
canals will be rescued, 
the new water structures 
will complement them.

Areas designed for 
local markets will be placed 
close to agricultural fields. 
People who grow food in a 
smaller scale will also have 
access to sell in these 
areas. The costs (both 
economic and environ-
mental) for food transpor-
tation to the area will drop 
almost completely.

Preservation and 
Water buffering

New Housing 
Typologies

Local MarketsAccess to Nature
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People will have full access 
to recreational spaces, 
such as the soccer club in 
the north, the sports cen-
ter in the south-east and to 
the canals and lake 
(rowing club).

The area will have buildings 
for, both cultural activities 
and education. A galleria, 
an open air cinema, 
kindergardens, 
elementary schools, 
an environmental education 
center, and recycling center 
will be implemented.

The regional and urban 
will converge into a hybrid 
fabric, land for agricultural 
purposes is designed, but 
people is encourage to 
grow its own food in 
gardens close to their 
homes.

Recycling Stations will be 
placed in the markets area 
(every sub-neighborhood 
is close to one), people will 
learn to sort waste and this 
waste will generate jobs 
and incomes, so as a 
better environment.

Recreational SpacesUrban AgricultureRecycling Stations Culture & Education
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The core of the project is the use of infrastructural landscapes, knowing that natural systems alone can cope more 

effectively with the problems of waste and pollution. To preserve and recover the biodiversity will improve the air 

quality so as canals will directly improve the soil quality and directly recharge the groundwater. To think of “the de-

velopment of a space-time ecology that treats forces and agents working in the urban field and considers them as 

continuous networks of inter-relations” (Corner 2006) is to think of sustainable and livable city.

People will be encouraged to 
walk, the nodes will help people 
to locate themselves in the area. 
Clean and enjoyable streets will 
become part of the urban/re-
gional fabric.

Walking

Cycle paths will be part of the 
streets system, so as stations of 
bike sharing in the nodes. Mexico 
City has the perfect environmental 
and topographic features for 
using bikes not only for recreation 
but for transportation.

Cycling

Canals will be rescued and imple-
mented and will become part of 
the mobility layer, the trajineras 
and chalupas (boats) will be used 
for public transportation between 
the nodes.

Boating
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Buses Private Cars

Motorcycles

Taxi Bicycles

Bicycles

Pedestrians

Taxi CarsSmall Buses 

Minivans

?

Decrease the use of
fuel dependent
transports         

Increase the use of fuel free
transportation 

Bike Sharing
Bike Culture
Bike Infrastructure

Connection to Metro Stations 

Taxi boats
Fixed Canal Routes

Transportation - new canals, bicycle and pedestrian paths
local cars: 32,572
private use: 30,525
public service: 2,047

138,872 trips a day... just over the 8.2% are in cars (SETRAVI 2000).

The aim of mobility systems is to  reinforce the use of canals as highways to connect the area, let them shape it and 

work along with the built environment, “surface understood as urban infrastructure” (Corner 2006), with “the landscape 

itself is a medium through which all ecological transactions must pass: it is the infrastructure of the future” (Weller 

2001).

61

Between Chinampas

Mobility



Low taxes to occupy places in markets

Sell in local markets

Own consumption

Export to other areas in the city

Those taxes (managed by the borough)
should be used for preservation
and develpment of local agriculture

Transport by metro > 
A GOODS WAGON

Food Waste
Organic Inorganic

Composte
SortingEnergy plant

Energy plant

packing

All materials used in market 
structures, 
and food packing should be:
- Reusable
- Recyclable

Reuse

beans alfalfa chile soycorn pear trees rosemary flowers

+
a chinampa can give up 
to 7 crops a year
an agricultural plot just 1 
to 2 crops a year
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Low taxes to occupy places in markets

Sell in local markets

Own consumption

Export to other areas in the city

Those taxes (managed by the borough)
should be used for preservation
and develpment of local agriculture

Transport by metro > 
A GOODS WAGON

Food Waste
Organic Inorganic

Composte
SortingEnergy plant

Energy plant

packing

All materials used in market 
structures, 
and food packing should be:
- Reusable
- Recyclable

Reuse

beans alfalfa chile soycorn pear trees rosemary flowers

+
a chinampa can give up 
to 7 crops a year
an agricultural plot just 1 
to 2 crops a year

Urban Agriculture
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Recycling - local sorting > recycling infrastructure (vs. transfer center) > energy plant
Recolection to transfer Centers > *Tláhuac doesn´t have a 

Transfer center for sorting
organic | inorganic new sorting scheme

sell recycled/sorted material
to industries

Market Waste Services Waste

Recycling Stations

Organic Waste

Inorganic Waste

Education Area
Recycling +
Training to work there

House waste

1 ton of waste = 266 lt of oil
for energy production

JOBS

Green Energy Plant
Recycling Center

Agricultural 
Land

 Composte Bio-energy

what can be sold
to industries

what can be 
recycled locally

Sorting/Transference Centers

$

WASTE MANAGEMENT + ENERGY PRODUCTION
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6 m

6 m

3 m
green roofs

green walls

solar panels

gardens

rain water treatment

natural lightning
and ventilation

People can built up to 
three stories high

Buiding a third floor 
will mean to have
solar panels as a 
requirement

green terraces/roofs must be 
developed when building a 
second or third story

houses on the side 
of the plot
are expected to
have green walls

The smallest plot size 
is 6 x 6One house grow up to 8 plots together (4x2).

Green Roofs and walls help to 
capture dust, catch CO2 and 
to reduce the heat island in the city. 

This scheme opens 
new possibilities for self-built and 

customized housing
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“Urban life is defined by public space but also by its counterpart, private life” (Andersson 2010).

The housing situation for the people in Tláhuac falls in between the regional and the urban, therefore conventional 
social and popular housing cannot be an answer for this area, so as for other areas such as Xochimilco and Milpa 
Alta. These special characteristics bring new possibilities for green design and eco-technologies. 

Regional housing is per se already sustainable, but the more the areas are urbanized the less sustainable they 
become due to the lack of planning and proper infrastructure, along with growth in developing areas, comes an 
increasing number of irregular settlements which are one the main pollutants of conservation soil in the demarcation, 
according to the Borough Program for Urban Development of Tláhuac (PDDU-Tláhuac). Tláhuac presents two cha-
llenges in these matter, the development or modification of housing using green technologies and the regularization 
of irregular settlements. 

An interesting project to take in consideration is the work of the Mexican Architect Alejandro Suárez Pareyón, who 
leads a project for sustainable housing in the Milpa Alta borough, which borders with Tláhuac and has similar urban/
regional characteristics. His project accomplished to have the support of the Mexico City Government and the bo-
rough government. To take in consideration when designing four precepts: social and cultural practices, urban-ar-
chitectonic morphologies and typologies, local and regional identity and spatiality and habitability (Torres et al. 2011) 
is important for this typologies, but so as the ecological awareness people must have to evolve as a community in 
which they can participate to develop a sustainable city.

Tláhuac has registered 93 irregular settlements divided between the seven pueblos (7,557 houses with 30,228 in-
habitants), settled in conservation soil and ecological rescue soil. The borough, SMA (Ministry of Environment) and SEDUVI 
(Urban Development and Housing Ministry) have the objective to define actions of control and order of the irregular settlements 
which don’t represent any social or environmental risk and comply with the regulations established in the PDDU. 
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...to build (collectively) a better urban and 
landscape project, hoping for a better future 

for the inhabitants of this megacity...



Avenidas y calles existentes

caminos existentes en Ejido

canales propuestos

Avenidas conectoras propuestas

calles propuestas
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Design Process
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bike-taxis
cars

bicycles

pedestrians

pedestrians

pedestrians

boats

existing street grid

existing roads in parcel

proposal for canal system

proposal for main avenues 

proposal for street grid 
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Signing
in Nodes (example)

1 km - 12 minutes

1 km - 2.4 minutes

1 km - 1.5 minutes

1 km - 4 minutes

Tláhuac Metro Station
(final station)

Tlaltenco Metro Station

Connection toTláhuac Avenue 

Connection to Tláhuac Center

Connection to Southern Tláhuac
Tláhuac Community Sports Center

Connection to Miguel Hidalgo Area 

Cultural/Ecological Center 

Connection 
Metro-Ejido San Francisco
Park and Marsh

Connection to southern-east Tláhuac

Zapototitlán Metro Station

80
0 

m

700 m

50
0 

m

50
0 

m

70
0 

m

60
0 

m

600 m

1 km

500 m

85
0 

m

550 m

The nodes situate parts in relation to the whole.

Time for transportation 
per kilometer

Nodes
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12 min 2.4 min 1.5 min 4 min



100 m

200 m

500 m

1 km0 m
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Parks

Agriculture

Urban Agriculture / gardens

Canals / Marsh

Markets

Community Services

Housing / mixuse

Masterplan



Tláhuac Metro Station

Canals and Lake

Roads 

Agricultural Fields / Parks

Gardens / Urban Agriculture 

Services
markets

Parks

Agriculture

Built

Main Roads

Secondary Roads

Tertiary Roads

Soccer Club

Cultural Center / Education

Sports Club

Main OfficesThe unbuilt scheme searches for continuity between 

the different programs: parks, gardens and urban 

agriculture parcels, which are strategically organized to 

support an indeterminate and unknown range of future 

uses over time by using landscape to stitch infrastruc-

ture into urban fabrics. 

To “reorder relationships between ecology and infra-

structure, de-emphasizing the middle scale of deco-

rative or architectural work and favoring instead the 

large scale infrastructural diagram and the small-scale 

material condition” (Geuze 1995) is the first approach to a 

new way to plan and design cities today by developing 

master plans with a “productive attitude towards inde-

terminacy, open-endedness, intermixing and cross-

disciplinarily” (Corner 2003).
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Metro StationSoccer Courts

Educational Hub

market

market

market

Sports Complex

Lake

Cultural Center



seeding

circulation

ecology

programming

adaptation

Services
markets

Built

Soccer Club

Cultural Center / Education

Sports Club

Main Offices

spread

recovery of existent canals

nodes development

urban agriculture

new canals

metro station opening

development of parks as connectors

agricultural parcels delimitationlake

main roads as connectors
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8 Spreading the green and blue

The area defined by the UNESCO as world heritage is only a starting point of preservation and redesign of the 

current urban and regional structure in the city. The case study presented and its design tools are a first approach 

for it. “Landscape design projects can not only draw from an expanded fields of informations, they can impact areas 

larger than their own physical extent (say by cleansing storm water before releasing it into a watershed), making eco-

logical sense” (Czerniak 2006). The natural and urban impact of a well developed area such as this, impacts in the whole 

city structure, by facing problems like: waste management, water buffering systems, food and energy production. 

Existing water bodies and Canals

Case Study Proposal

General Proposal

The recovery must also focus in the 

surrounding areas of the chinampas, like the 

canals, marshes and green areas, in order 

to develop a larger system in which both, 

cultural heritage and environmental recovery 

play a leading role. 

Government and ecology instances in the 

city and the metropolitan area must 

encourage the recovery and redefinition (if 

needed) of parcels and support the farmers 

throughout this new processes.
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Natural protected areas
 National Parks
 Ecological Conservation
 Natural Resources protection

High density (forest)

Medium-Low density (parks and gardens)

Agriculture

Lakes for preservation and
ecological rescue

Blue and green structures for preservation, recovery and connection in Mexico City



To discuss...

-  Mexico City has a vast number of emblematic areas, in this study the comprehension of the cultural heritage 

of the remains of the Aztec city, the chinampas, the pueblos urban structure over time and the centenary 

agricultural character were the main elements to develop a project of recovery and reactivation in such a unique 

and special area. Which elements could be lacking? Which elements can be developed further?

- To understand the process on how things work in space and time is a main action which must be included 

in planning, James Corner works with a scheme of four dimensions to develop projects; ecological and ur-

ban processes over time, staging of horizontal surfaces, operational of working method and the imaginary*. 

These dimensions can help us to include both design and planning from the early stages and throughout the 

development of a project. The imaginary is of great importance to understand and develop a new way to plan, 

design and re-develop cities in Mexico, but how can the imaginary be approached and fulfill the motivation for 

a creative project in a more tangible way when it comes to document information and its inclusion in the design 

process?

-  The housing situation in its larger scale and infrastructure is a topic to be reviewed and developed through-

out the use of eco-techniques and green technologies as the ones presented, to develop schemes for self-

built and sustainable housing and also to eradicate the problem of irregular settlements which is one of the
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main causes for contamination of soil, because of its lack of connection to infrastructures and inclusion into the 

urban fabric. How institutions (both public and private) should participate?. Which would be the process for the 

inclusion of the community for this new housing typologies?

-  Mexico City has go through important urban changes and architects such as Mario Pani and Luis Barragán 

over the modern period, have been leaders of change and brought to the surface new esthetics and redefined 

the Mexican design. Today Mexican architects such as Alberto Kalach, Mario Schjetnan and José Castillo work 

in urban scale projects of recovery and new projects which are a response to the changes the city faces, these 

projects are of great importance for the city. Still,  the practice of urban and landscape design in Mexico City is 

not enough, when considered its scale and size. How can these disciplines be developed further and be more 

inclusive in terms of gender, sustainable theories, multidisciplinary work groups and how traditional education 

should evolve?

*Imaginary: “collective imagination informed and stimulated by the experiences of the material world” (Corner 2006). “As a conceptual tool to penetrate in the 
cultural meanings of different experiences of urban life and its strategies of representation; this are the means to symbolize, represent the territory and its em-
blematic places” (Silva 1992:142)
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To  conclude...

We must overview that “the greatest difficulty in working towards urban forms that can accept growth and change is 

that of communicating the general intention to those who follow” (Smith, Smith 2005), to do so, is a vital action in a pro-

ject of such scale and magnitude as this. We can learn from Alison and Peter Smith projects developed during the 

modern period, which were able to represent “a non-rigid idea, a way of indicating by means of drawings, a direction 

that an urban form could take” (ibid). Their works opened cities to forms “intended to be anticipatory, open-ended, 

and adaptable” (ibid), which is the great challenge Tláhuac and the Chinampas area  have in order to be preserved, 

to find new ways to match its natural structure today to a contemporary megacity, to focus in “means over ends and 

operational logic over compositional design” (Corner 2006).

It is important to retake the Integral plan developed by the UNESCO and the Xochimilco borough, but to work these 

plan in a multidisciplinary group which includes design process from its early stages. It is also of great importance to 

study in depth the situation of the irregular human settlements in order to find a strategy for control and reorder. The 

work between planners, architects, urbanists, designers, ecologists, economists and politicians in the large scale 

must be able to develop skills for a shared form of practice, in which both landscape and urban design can work 

along  in the process of doing urbanism today, to “overcome that everything that is small is a matter of design and 

everything that is big is a matter of planning” (Andersson 2010).
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Developing countries are in a clear need for new ways of planning and in the case of Mexico City, new ecological 

awareness. This problem is not only from government down, but within the culture and lifestyles of Mexicans. Most of 

the theories and projects towards sustainable design are mostly (so far) applied to developed countries in the world, 

but that doesn’t mean that cities like Distrito Federal can’t make use of its principles and develop them according to 

its cultural heritage and traditions, this is were the imaginary plays a leading role for the design process.

As a Mexican, born and raised in Mexico City (from parents born and raised there as well) and as an architect and 

urban designer, the emotions towards my city and the challenge it represents are overwhelming. I have witnessed 

an alarming environmental decay through my life, every year less green spaces, less public life, more cars and water 

problems, a continuous struggle to live a decent urban life. The more i study my city and my roots, the more i care 

to preserve them and recover them, so this thesis represents my concern to save one of the most wonderful cities 

in the world.

One can think of many concepts about Mexico City, but the concepts i want to communicate are the ones about 

its  great natural resources and its magic culture and traditions, all subsisting along in a megacity of both rural and 

urban cha-racter, a city which can make use of its amazing environmental and geographic conditions throughout the 

development of green technology, urban agriculture and community rising to preserve it and recover it. 
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Ajolote (axolotl): endemic marine animal which dates 
from the prehispanic period and subsists in the former 
lakes of Xochimilco and Chalco. It is today an 
endangered specie. Save me!




