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Expanding the Repetoire of Urban Planning & Design

Establishing a Platform for Versatile Inputs

Aproaching a Bottom Up Framework

Research Questions;

In order to acknowledge an acceptable understanding of the complexities in the urban fabric a 
mediating stance inspired by the concept of urban curating is implemented.  This ensures a 
bottom up approach that allows both the creativity and knowledge from active users of the area 
to be accounted for and speci�cally aims to involve users in overlapping stages of the design 
process.   The framework will also be inluenced by the Actor-Network Theory and theories 
involving citizen participation and user experience to maintain an adequate understanding for 
actors in�uence over spatial networks.   

The methodological approach is also complemented by a triangulation method which allows 
qualitative as well as quantiative data to be apprehended and supplemented with a �nalizing 
quantiative analytical method.  This guarantees that a variety of different factors are accounted 
for and that necessary outcomes are as much as possible not affected by missing data or 
perspectives. Speci�cally the process will use observational research, citizen particaption and 
GIS-Data continously througout the process where the area for these aspects overlapping 
represent a suitable plattform for the triangulation to in�uence the design.   

The planning department of Sundbybergs participatory project Park Lek is closely related to my 
project both by similar goals of increased citizen participation and its close vicinity to my case 
study area. The Park Lek project fully explores the possibilities and outcomes of a well planned 
and executed participation process.  The ambition with my project is adding on to that by trying 
to �nd ways of combining and integrating these citizen participation processes with a variety of 
different methods, varying from space syntax to traditional observations. This way the repertoire 
of urban planning is tested and expanded offering better tools in dealing with complex urban 
projects. Citizen 

Participation

Urban Curating Stance
Observational 

Research

GIS-Data

Within the concept of Sherry Arnstein’s ladder of participation Arnstein 
highlights a fundamental point that “[...] participation without redistribution of 
power is an empty and frustrating process for the powerless”.   In the modi�ed 
�gure �gure [i] to the right the different levels are arranged in a rising scale 
with full participation on top and non-participation in the bottom. 
Corresponding to the rising graph are also different types of participation 
where the circle pinpoints a potential plattform that represent �exible yet 
suf�cive conditions for a productive citizen participation process.   

Modi�cation of Arnstein’s Ladder of Participation

Actor-Network Theory as a ToolFigure [ii] shows how the interaction between citizens and the 
urban design sector can be challenged in order to create a 
more dynamic exchange. The focus is directed towards a 
�exible interaction that takes advantage of the platform 
throughout the urban design process.  
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In �gure [iii] the static interaction between 
citizens and the urban design sector is 
traditionally performed allowing citizens to 
in�uence early on in the process through 
their local knowledge of speci�c areas. 
During the later stages of the process there 
is also possibilities of participation through 
the law binding revising phase of the more 
or less �nnished proposals.

Static Participation Graphs

Platform

Citizen

Citizen

Analytical starting phase

Citizen

Finished project

Lower Steps of Participation

Urban Design Sector
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In the �eld of urban planning and design the Actor-Network 
Theory presents a valueable tool for dealing with the complexity 
of relations in our urban environments. Understanding the 
correlations within the process between both actors and materials 
and how they converge and acts as a whole is crucial for fully 
understanding the process.  The ambition of using this theory is 
to instill the aspect of time within the Actor-Network  and so forth 
be able to not only create a deep understanding for the 
interrealtions within the network but also how they appear over 

In a social housing project in Byker Wall Ralph Erskine  
set up a local of�ce with an open door policy incouraging 
residents to drop in and share their views. Their input 
there helped to highlight complex relations and 
hierarchies amongst the residents.   My ambition is to 
incorporate this open ended approach with all different 
actors within my actor network, materials included. Thus 
allowing �exible in�uence of the project allthroughout the 
process. 

Flexibility Within the Network

The top layer allows the participator to  be 
guided into their own experiences of the 
area through a basemap. The focus is to 
capture how the participators behaviour and 
activities relates to the physical 
environment.  

Referenced Visualization Method

The bottom layer extends the participators 
experience of the area through their memories 
without any guidance from maps. This to ensure 
that the mental images is visualized without being 
in�uenced by distracting illustrations of the 
physical environment.   

Stand Alone Visualization Method   

Pleas to include childrens perspective more into the physical planning 
process is not only proposed by both the Swedish government and 
UNICEF it also serves as an effective measurement for the values that 
instills the enviroments of local communities.  

Childrens In�uence
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Two things appear as conclusive when looking at the combined maps. First it is the distinct focus on movement througout the area. Busses and 
walking is something that is frequently used when using the area of Sundbyberg and bicycling is stated as absent most of the time. The second thing 
that stands out is the occurence of landsmarks connected to different activites. These landmarks have a distinct connection to either activities such 
as shopping and sports but some of them also represent some feelings towards speci�c places in the urban landscape. 

Participatory Interviews Conclusions  

By combining these two layers a broad perspective of the 
participators own experiences of the area can be maintained 
delivering a better understanding of the area.             

Combining the Two Layers   
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Building a Physical Model with Velcro

In order to make the physical model 
�exible in a way that promotes the people 
interacting with it to move objects around I 
had to make pieces of it moveable. After 
looking at several different ways to allow 
movement and also instill that the model 
would not break into parts I decided to stick 
my moveable pieces on to the model with 
velcro and thus creating an easy way for 
people to move parts of it around while also 
instilling stability. 
    

Making the Physical Model Portable

Since part of the ambition was to be able to 
bring the physical model into the �eld and 
work on it there it had to be constructed in 
a way so that it can be portable. This was 
solved by attaching strings to the model and 
so forth create the possibility to hang it on 
to a person. 

Bringing the Physical Model into the Field

As a consequence of making the model 
portable in depth interaction with the 
model and surrounding citizen in the actual 
study area could be conducted. 

 

The Possibilities to Directly In�uence the Design in the Field

The results from the �eld shows a tendency towards allowing mostly green in 
the study area. Within the discussion there are however also a signi�cant focus 
on the housing situation portraying a complex balance between open green 
space and built blocks of housing. 
    

Park Scenario
Allowing the participators to interact 
with a scenario which highlights a 
frequent use of water and green in the 
area presents them with alternative 
solutions to a densely built housing 
environment. The moveable pieces 
potraying green and blue qualities also 
show how these qualities can be 
connected with the already present 
green qualities within the area.       

Between the two previous housing and park scenarios the in between �exible open ended 
scenario is presented. The ambition is to allow for creative new inputs based on the two previous 
scenarios by letting the participator freely attach moveable pieces on to the empty velcro area. 
They are also presented with two scenarios in order to put the area into context. First the 
participator is encouraged to think back on their childhood in order to activate how this new area 
would connect to the activities of a childs upbringing. Then they are encouraged to continue to 
think ahead towards a young adults struggle for independence to be able to put the study are into 
the context of the demands and needs of society. 

Open Ended Citizen Platform

Housing Scenario

”It feels like most of the public 
     spaces is covered with asphalt.” 

”There has already been 
          built alot in this area.” 

Green = Public Accessibility

Housing = Accesible Elusiveness

The Study Group
Ursviks koloniträdgårdsförening was chosen as a study group since they represent a 
variety of people resided in the surrounding area and also through their work at the 
strategically placed allotments uphold valuable insight and physical experience of the 
study area. However, some consideration should be made over the fact that most people 
in the association is middle age and have a strong interest towards low scale farming.

”It feels like most of the spaces is covered with asphalt.” 

”I
t f

ee
ls 

lik
e 

th
er

e 
ar

e 
to

o 
m

an
y 

ch
an

ge
s 
in

 th
e 

ar
ea

.”

”P
eo

pl
e 

ar
e 

no
t g

ro
w

in
g 

th
ei

r 
ow

n 
fo

od
 e

no
ug

h.
”

”N
ew

ly 
bu

ilt 
ap

ar
tm

en
ts 

ar
e t

oo
 ex

pe
ns

ive
.” 

”T
he

re
 is

 n
ot

 th
at

 m
an

y 
gr

ee
n 

ar
ea

s 
le

ft.
” 

”Sm
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ore popular.” 

”The ground is hard to cultivate.” 

”People around here prefer things to remain calm and quiet.” 

”Why couln't the abandoned empty commercial spaces primarly be utilized?.” 
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”Trafic might be too intense if there aren't enough connections to the main road.” 

”Of course there is a need for m
ore apartm

ents.” ”Peop
le seem

s to feel b
etter if they g
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ork

 w
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”It feels like newly built flats are made for high income families.” 
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”There has already been built alot in this area.” 

”People w
ould like to change apartm

ents but it's too expensive.” 

”There are too many co-ops and the rental apartments are too expensive.” 

”It feels like most of the public 
     spaces is covered with asphalt.” 

”It feels like there are too 
      many changes in the area.”

”People are not growing 
       their own food enough.”

”There is not that many green areas left.” 

”Small cabins would make 
      the allotments more popular.” 

”The ground is hard to cultivate.” 

”People around here would prefer 
         things to remain calm and quiet.” 

”Why couln't the abandoned empty 
 commercial spaces primarly be utilized?” 

”If the peace and quite would 
      disappear people would move.” 

”There has already been 
          built alot in this area.” 

Green Statements

The comments regarding statements for 
green areas are the most frequently used 
within the discussions. They do also 
reprent a versatile number of aspects 
and impacts affected by the presence or 
non-presence of greenery. A conclusion 
can here be made that the study group 
have a distinct knowledge of what 
qualities green areas have for the area 
and that there is possibilites for adding 
more green to the area but also danger if 
removing it. 

”The newly built apartments are too expensive.” 

”It seems like the economy is 
      the only thing calling the shots.” 

”Of course there is a need for more apartments.” 

”Single people and young adults 
        can't afford the expensive flats.” 

”It feels like newly built flats are 
        made for high income families.” 

”People would like to switch their 
       apartments but it's too expensive.” 

”There are too many co-ops and the 
      rental apartments are too expensive.” 

Economy/Housing Statements 

The economic issues are frequently 
mentioned in the discussions and are 
dominated by expressions of unfareness 
connected to housing situations. There 
seem to be a social concern over the lack 
of accesible apartments whereas the 
ones that are available are too expensive 
and therefor only available for high 
income families. The unavailability of 
obtaining apartments can therefor be 
concluded to be a major issue for the 
residents of the area.  

”People seems to feel better if 
      they get to work with their hands.” 

Social Statements

The comments that can be de�ned as 
being of social character are not 
frequently present compared to 
comments connected to economical 
aspects and green space. However the 
social expression is a complex subject 
and also �ts within both the de�nition 
och economical aspects and green 
space. A conclusion can therfor be made 
that speci�c social issues are not present 
within the area allthough they are often 
intertwined within the oppinions on 
economic issues and green spaces.    

”Trafic might be too intense if there aren't
    enough connections to the main road.” 

”It would be nice if the heavy car 
      trafic was removed from the area.” 

Tra�c Statements

Comments regarding the tra�c in the 
area is also not frequently mentioned in 
the discussions. Conclusions can here 
be made that either the residents have 
grown accustomed to the heavily 
in�uence of tra�c or the tra�c is not 
really considered to be a major issue.    

Velcro TrunkRoll of String

The methodological approach to present two 
somewhat provocative model versions of the area 
while also allowing the participators to experiment 
with a solution in between braught on an interesting 
interplay in trying to �nd a balance between housing 
development and a park development. 

As a consequence of this approach this way of 
interacting with the a physical modell at the site a lot 
of comments were locally grounded to the actual area 
itself and allowed for a valuable insight into the 
residents physical experience. 

Within the discussion between chosing to follow a 
strategy of housing development and/or park 
development the question of accesibility can be seen 
as a consistent issue. A park scenario offers complete 
accessibility to the area but no opportunities for 
housing. The housing scenario on the other hand 
offers opportunities for housing but restricts the 
spatial and mental access to the ones that can afford it.  

No Housing! No Parks!

”The newly built apartments are too expensive.” 

Balancing Provocative Opposites Restricted Access to the AreaLocally Grounded Feedback

The housing  scenario present 
moveable pieces representing 
densely built blocks structures 
as an opposite alternative to 
open green spaces allowing the 
participator the option to 
heavily densify the area. The 
surrounding built structures are 
also highlighted in order to 
show how the study areas block 
structure would relate to the 
already built form.   

These seven statements conclude this phase and suggests what 
should be considered in the next revisited design phase.

Neither the insertion of housing nor green area should be excluded

The ground should not be covered with too much pavement 

The excluding expensive prices on housing should be dealt with

The activities and built form should ensure peace and quiet

The housing should be accesible for single and young adults 

There should not be too much added built form 

The car traffic should be reduced as much as possible in the area

Participatory Interview Study

Initial Design Study

Revisited Design Phase

Start of Project

Initial Macro Analysis

Observational Field Study

Design Proposal

On the Threshold of Decisive Design

What I found  interesting within the process of my work 
was the effects the correlation between these three rules 
had on the design since it creates opportunities to 
constantly reimagine what you have produced so far. 
But in there also lies a problem since questioning your 
result too often both can be time and money consuming 
as well as ineffective if you are constantly taking one step 
forward and two steps back. So the next step to be able 
to realize an effective integrated participatory design 
process would be to �rst �nd a framework for how many 
recurring times within the process current progress 
should be questioned and  revised. Second, there is also a 
need for a framework that de�nes during which moments 
in the process questioning and revising current progress 
is mostly required.

Initial Design Study

Revisited Design Phase

Threshold of Decisive Design

Exploring the rules freely

Redefining the rules

Questioning the rules

The ambition here is to freely explore the rules in order to expose solutions that might 
not be obvious from the beginning. There should however be some limitations since 
the point is not complete freedom but rather enough to not be able to think creatively 
outside the box.
 

In this phase the established rules are being qustioned in order to open up for a new 
approaches that works better with the initial ambition of the project as well as new 
perspectives and conditions braught on by new inputs.  

Then eventually the rules are being rede�ned in the revisited design phase as speci�c 
rules that can be utilized into the design. 

Contextualizing the Rules

I’ve decided to base my methodological framework on three variations of the use of rules. I assess this as a necessity since 
rules are something that takes different shapes in a lot of design process but seldom are being neither questioned nor explored. 
In the �rst initial design study the aspect of the rules was to explore them freely with as few boundries as possible. In the 
following threshold of decisive design phase the rules are up for discussion and in revisiting the the intial design the rules are 
being rede�ned.   

De�ning the Methodoligical Rules
Methodological Conclusion

The pedestrian network is strengthened in the area by 
improving the east-west connection and introducing a more 
direct path from hallonbergen towards Ursvik and the nature 
reserve. This opens up for a fast and effective transportion for 
pedestrians and bicyclists througout the area and so forth 
strengtens the overall connections while also encouraging 
people to walk and use their bikes more.    

Re�guring the Pedestrian Network

The water stream that was hidden away previously by the 
infrastructural urban development is now strengthened and 
introduced as one of the main activities throughout the area. 
Along the stream walkable wodden decks faced towards south 
are introduced, creating opportunities for recreational activites 
rightm  next to the water during the warmer parts of the year.   

Re�ned Water Passage

One of the qualities of the proposed housing district is that the 
blocks are facing to the south and so forth will be attractive on the 
housing market since access to sun is at high demand. As a 
consequence of this the expensive cost of building a house, and 
the following high cost of rents, can be dealt with by 
implementing a responsible distribution of resources that ensures 
reasonable rent prices as well as a reasonable pro�ts.

Finacially Viable Housing Developments

The previously monotone character of one dominating road is 
now replaced with several roads with more purposes more 
speci�c to each functions. The two southern roads presents 
effective tra�c going in and through the industrial/commercial 
area. Street Z is functioning as a passage through the area 
whereas Street X is allowing access into the commercial area. 
Street Y is presenting a direct route from Ursvik towards 
Hallonergen bringing the two communities closer together.   

Reinvented Street Network

As a means for bringing the nature reserve in the north closer 
to the green spaces in the south the green qualities along the 
road is strengthened and divided into two sections. The �rst 
section in the east consists of a park that goes straight from the 
green in ursvik and connects to the green in hallonbergen 
creating an urban park that has its foothold in both 
Hallonbergen and Ursvik. The second section to the west 
presents a green passage that coincides with the stream 
creating a ecological pathway from Hallonbergen towards the 
new station for Tvärbanan (commuting tram).   

Establishing Access to the Green Network

As part of the green structure the allotment gardens are 
strengthened by adding space where the highway use to be 
along the green pathway extended from the nature reserve. 
Because of the increased space small allotment houses can 
also be added bring extra quality to the allotment activities 
and increasing the interest for local food production and 
interacting within the neighborhood. 

Courtsey of Wikipedia

Courtsey of Anette Nantell

Allottment Gardens in Zurich

Allottment Gardens, Södermalm

Fyrisån, Uppsala

Fyrisån, Uppsala Courtsey of Gbenskar at reseguiden.se

Courtsey of myskjell at �ickr.com

Strengthening the Allotment Gardens

The motorized highway was once a dominating presence in the 
valley between Ursvik and and its neighboring communities. But 
with the proposal of rede�ning the highway as a versatile pathway 
which allows several key elements of the area to be reintroduced 
and strengthened the area is allowed to �ourish yet again. The 
winding river �ows in the breeze as the communities again gather 
around the soothing stream. The green space calms the inhabitants 
presenting them once again with a �rsthand access to their ever 
longing nature reserve. The strengthened pedestrian pathways 
ensures that the inhabitants once again can mount their horses as 
well as their bicycles and venture out in their surroundings and 
beyond.  The extended allotment gardens offer healing effects as 
more and more inhabitants get to harvest both their fruit and their 
spirits. The community also welcomes new residents that thanks to 
the versatile reincarnated highway now can afford to move in to 
their very own apartment securing not only a roof over their heads 
but also the communities comforting embrace. 

Reincarnation of a Highway 
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Breaking The East-West Domination 

Changing the Axis in Swecos Tra�c Projections

Because of the distinct east-west connection in the area 
surrounding enköpingsvägen the nearby districts are clearly 
separated from each other causing a character of separation in 
the area. In order to break this pattern of separation the 
east-west connection must not be allowed to in�uence the 
area in the same extent it is today. Instead ways of 
emphasizing the connection between the districts should be 
applied.  

As a �rst step of breaking the east-west domination 
of the area the position of enköpingvägen have the 
potential of allowing a more distinct connection 
between the different districts. By changing the 
slope of the axis and thus directing the �ow from 
Ursvik towards Hallonbergen and Rissne the 
east-west character can be broken.

By looking at the the tra�c projections that 
Sweco have done a conceptual draft can 
attemped in order to show how the distinct 
east-west connction can be broken after the 
new conditions to the area have ben applied.   
    

As a consequence of redirecting the main road into the present 
commercial/industrial area the former area of enköpingsvägen 
and the southern parts of Ursvik can be shaded from excessive 
car traf�c. The car traf�c on the main road is also shaded for 
the residents in Rissne and Hallonbergen by the height 
differential. 

The park scenario allows for the opportunity to 
strengthen the green and blue qualities in the area. 
Both on the northern and southern side there is a 
strong presence of green which could be further 
emphasized if braught closer together. The presence 
of water is also something that has been pushed away 
by the urban development in the past and have the 
potential of being reintroduced and further 
emphasized to add more quality into the area.    
    

This scenario presents an alternative solution to a 
densely built housing environment. The green and 
blue qualities opens up the space and provides 
opportunities for a signi�cant amout of leasure 
activities. 
    

 

Green Area

Water Stream

Commercial Blocks

Housing Blocks Green Area

Commercial Blocks

By redirecting the main axis from the new developed part 
of Ursvik with its new station for the tramline towards the 
centre of Hallonbergen a clear connection between the 
district of Ursvik and Hallonbergen can be attained. This 
way a main corridor is created in Ursvik that also allows for 
the blocks south of the the corridor to be fully integrate 
with the commercial area in Rissnedalen. 

The space opened up by the housing scenario, where 
the former main road was situated, allows for the 
different characters of Ursvik to be extended towards 
Hallonbergen and Rissne. In the Western parts of 
Ursvik the newly developed housing project can be 
extended into the industrial/commercial area and in 
the eastern parts the presence of greenery can be 
extended and connected to the greenery of 
Hallonbergen.        
    

While studying the potential block structure of the 
housing scenario it is apparent that the narrow 
character of the corridor does not leave much room 
for variations of built form. The blocks however does 
allow mobility through the area but the possible 
spaces dedicated to public functions can be 
questioned since the block structure also creates 
closed in courtyards. 
    

 

=

=

This redirection of the main road is arranged to keep 
incoming tra�c as close to the commercial area as possible 
while also ensuring a smaller scale street character of Ursvik. 
The east-west domination is mostly broken in the easterna 
part close to Hallonbergen where the main road is directed 
inwards towards Hallonbergen instead of contiuing the 
former route towards Solna.

 

This scenario allows for the already in�uential 
character of commercial/industrial activities to 
be further emphasized. In what level the 
east-west domination is broken could however 
be questioned since the existing 
commercial/industrial activities already create 
a barrier effect and to further emphasize this 
effect would most likely strengthen the 
east-west domination.   

Allthough the industrial/commercial block 
structure could create opportunities for certain 
functions open for the public it does also restrict 
the area to a continous monotone character. These 
functions are also limited to a homogeneous group 
with a speci�c interest in shopping and 
commercial activites.        
    

Commercial Blocks

Typical Commercial Blocks of the Area

Typical Housing Blocks of the Area

Private and Public Mobility

Housing Scenario

Extending the Different Layers

Emphasizing the Industrial

Strengthening the Ecological Elements

Segregated Districts

Breaking the East-west Dominatiion Modifying the Projections

Commercial Scenario

Park Scenario
Public Accesibility

Continous Monotone Character

"The life and death of urban highways"
Between the 1940s and the 1960s major cities across the world experienced a move of population and economic investment to 
suburban areas. As a consequence of this large highway systems were built aiming to maintain the same access to amenitites as 
before. However, although these highways did offer effective transportation for motor vehicles their impacts on the urban 
communities where on the contrary in a lot of cases rather adverse. As a consequence of redistribution in the highway system the area 
around Enköpingsvägen in Sundbyberg is changing its character from a highway extension to a local street. This  transformation 
presents an interesting case study for examining how the negative effects of highway systems can be lessened and how vibrant urban 
landscapes that strenghtens green and blue qualities can be initiated instead. The process of this case study will also be used to 
investigate how a more �exible interaction between different actors and data can be obtained to ensure that the different solutions for 
development is fully explored. By also collaborating with the planning department of Sundbyberg valuable insight into Sundbybergs 
potential will be attained.  
    

County of Stockholm

Sundbybergs Stad

Enköpingsvägen- A Methodological Approach Towards the Transformation of Enköpingsvägen in Sundbyberg

The middle part of the three areas is characterized by 
having the most clearest connection to the villa area 
just north of the highway. It has one connection across 
the highway which during the period of investigation 
was not used by any pedestrians or bicyclists. The 
pedestrian path however was frequently used by both 
bicyclists and pedestrians going in both directions along 
side the highway.  

The studied area is situated in the northern parts of Sundbyberg 
right on the border to Kymlinge Nature Reserve to the north, the 
municipality of Solna Municipality to the east and the Municipality 
of Stockholm to the west.  

The eastern part of the three areas is also the most 
frequently used by pedestrians during the time of the 
investigation. A reason for this could likely be linked to 
the effectiveness of the pedestrian tunnel passing 
under the highway linking the areas on the northern 
side of the highway with the subway station at 
Hallonbergen.               

15 Lines              

24 Lines              

x6x14x2x2

x7 x4x4

To the right the three different crossings that allows access to the 
other side of the highway is illustrated. The western crossing is 
situated above street level reaching over the highway whereas the 
middle one is in line with the street level and the eastern crossing is 
situated in a tunnel below the highway.                 24 Crossings              0 Crossings              

12 Crossings              

This western part of the pathway is characterized by the 
new development project of Stora Ursvik which is partly 
�nished. This part is the least activated by pedestrians 
during the period of investigation. It is also the path that 
is the least connected to the other side of the highway 
since the exiting street from the newly developed area 
only leads to the highway and not across it. The crossing 
itself is also situated relatively far away from existing 
buildings and requires a detour route which is not 
visible from within the area.                

13 Lines              

x2x8x2

TheDifferent Crossings

Inaccessible Pathways From Ursvik

Horse and rider using the western crossing. 
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The municipality of Sundbyberg is surrounded by a 
regional highway network. Because of the highway 
networks extension of Enköpingsvägen, cutting 
straight through the municipality, the communities 
themselves are even separated. 

Splitting Sundbyberg in Two

Stora Ursvik

New Tram Extension

Patterns in the Natural Environment

Street Patterns

There are three distinct elements that clearly characterizes the 
area from an ecological perspective. First it is the well de�ned 
topopgraphic changes where the highway extension cuts throug 
the lower parts of the area. Second it is the hidden stream that 
barely is allowed to exist pushed away by the highway extension. 
Third it is the natural greenery on both sides of the highway 
seperated and with no direct connection between them.

Traveling Patterns
Looking at the pattern of transportation within the area the municipality as a 
whole have a lot of options for public transportation including subway, 
commuting trains and a new planned extension of the light rails system, 
tvärbanan. The street network also offers a lot of alternatives for pedestrians 
and bicycles for the most part with the exception of the area surrounding the 
highway extension where the extension functions as a barrier offering few 
options to move in the area. 
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The urban development in Stora 
Ursvik presents opportunities for the 
less denser north side of the highway 
to be utilized.Thee is also potential 
for Ursvik as a whole to become 
better integrated with the rest of 
Sundbyberg.

By looking at a space syntax analysis made by Spacescape for the 
municipality and my modi�ed representation of population 
density by SCB conclusion could be made about the areas 
prerequisites. The diagrams show how the lesser densi�ed 
northern parts have spatial possibilites of creating a well populated 
and active urban area. 
 

Allthough a slight inclination towards south-east can be distinguished 
while examining the street  network in Sundbyberg what is most 
noticable is the overall irregular angles of the streets. 

By connecting the northern parts of 
Sundbyberg to the new extension of the 
tram line opportunities for a less 
disconnected environment is introduced. 
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Patterns in the Built Environment

Space Syntax Analysis

When it comes to the built environment there is versatile 
number of density within the municipality with an overall 
decreasing density connected to the highway extension. The 
natural elements for instance lakes and green �elds as well the 
highway extension here serves as pockets of less density. 
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Case Study Area; Northern Sundbyberg

 The goal of the �eld study was to gather data which would indicate pedestrian �ows on the roads connected to the highway. To the right the investigated pathway 
between Hallonbergen, Ursvik and Rissne is illustrated. The data was collected on the 11th of February between 14.00 and 17.00 througout the pathway in a 15 
minute interval divivided into three main areas. A reservation for the limited time gathering data should also be considered since variations is to be expected for 
instance with variations of �ows depending on time of day and changes of the seasons.   

Observational Research (Mesa Analysis)

According to Press & Cooper the approaches of design experience helps to explore the contexts  as well as the practices and roles of designers. They also argue for the need for 
design to “ [...] be seen increasingly as the process that creates meaningful experiences for people.” This they claim is done by consequently putting people �rst and “[...]seeing the 
world through their eyes and feeling with their senses.”   In the �rst phase the the focus will so forth be on visualizing the experience of growing up in the area around 
enköpingsvägen capturing the essence of the experience through in depth interviews.  

Participatory Interviews In The Production of Space Henri Lefebvre makes a valid input when he points out that how much expertise you bring in to a project is still eqvuivalently 
limited and might even be futile if no heed is paid to the existing and projected social structures.  Therefor it is important to aknowledge the importance of 
citizen participation within the creation of spaces to maintain a deep understanding and ensure that relevance of the space for the users at hand.     The methodological framework in this project was based on two main aspects that both re�ect important features within the �eld of urban planning and design. The �rst aspect deals with segregated 

communites within urban environments and how in-between spaces causing barrier effects can be dealt with by implementing social and ecological qualities. The second aspect attends to the urban design 
process itself and examines how citizen participation can be more intertwined with the design process as a whole, and thusly interact suf�ciently with other aspects of the process.  

Citizen Participation Concept
Methodological Approach

Design Revisited
In this next design phase the initial design is revisited and further developed based on the new information braught to the platform. The �rst 
step is to create an understanding of how the new information can be implemented into new designs by establishing speci�c rules that relates to 
the ambition of the project. The next step is to use the framework of these rules to create design strategies that uphold this ambition. These six 
strategies that are presented correlates with the established rules and represents design elements that would, if implemented, transforms the area 
into a more connected liveable area.    
    

Design Proposal
The design proposal presents a development strategy that correlates with the continuous progress througout the work. The proposal re�ects the different 
layers intitated in the beginning through the methodological framework and executes a plan that have the potential of signi�cantly lessen the barrier 
effects in the area and thusly bringing the different communitites closer to each other. Both social and ecological qualities are also dealt with and 
strengthen in an effort of reestablishing Sndbybergs balanced interplay between urbanity and green elements.  

On the Threshold of Decisive Design
When going in to the latter decisive stages of urban design processes problem solving and weighing different solutions towards each other are often common tools being used. However, for different reasons 
these processes are often closed within a de�ned unit of professionals and not  consequently open to outside in�uence. However I would argue that depending on the outlook of the project it might be 
necessary to overcome this threshold and create a more �exible back and forth interaction within the full extent of the design process in order to ultimately attain a fully developed solution for the planned 
area. For me this is done by going back into the �eld with a open ended model presenting the particpators with my developed alternatives based on my park and housing scenarios. Within this model a 
plattform for rearranging the study area is also made to create a tool for new concepts and inputs to be contextualized into the plan. 

Redefining the Rules

Initial Design Study
When going in to the latter decisive stages of urban design processes problem solving and weighing different solutions towards each other are often 
common tools being used. However, for different reasons these processes are often closed within a de�ned unit of professionals and not  consequently open 
to outside in�uence. However I would argue that depending on the outlook of the project it might be necessary to overcome this threshold and create a 
more �exible back and forth interaction within the full extent of the design process in order to ultimately 
    

Approaching Sundbyberg (Macro Analysis)
Because of the initiative to transform Enköpingsvägen from an extension of the highway system into a local street opportunities to decrease the barrier effect and bring the different communities closer to each other was presented. 
The development of Sundbybergs largest housing development, Stora Ursvik, and the planned extension of the public transportation line, tvärbanan, also pose major changes for the area with a large increase of the population and 
better communications. In order to understand how these changes relate to each other and the present situation a systematic spatial analysis would be able to show how the area functions and could be further evolved. When dealing 
with these kinds of systematic analysises of space Bill Hillier makes a relevant claim in Space is a Machine that spaces which are related to each other cannot be suf�ciently understood as a whole without requiring movement from 
one perspective to the other. To so forth aquire a deeper understanding for the chosen area of Sundbyberg and its systematic metabolism a macro approach covering the systematic spatial patterns was performed. 
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The methodological ambition of this project was to examine how citizen participation can be integrated within the urban design process to ensure its fullest potential. The concept 
of preventing a static interaction by involving participation at several key moments in the process �rst lead to an initial phase of interaction and then another phase close towards 
the decisive design of the proposal. Because of this recurring participation steps towards more narrow decision could be taken. In my process I choose to de�ne these narrow 
decision as rules being either explored, questioned or rede�ned. 

Arnstein, Sherry R 1969. ‘A ladder of citizen participation’ Journal of the American Institute of planners. Vol 35(4), p. 216-224.


