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Research Questions

Stockholm is in the process of transformation, with an expected increase of 150.000 people
by the next 20 years. City authorities have formulated a strategic plan for meeting these
demands, with a 2030’s vision of Stockholm as a walkable city. Urban development is in the centre of 
attention,  with ongoing mega projects such as �e Royal Seaport.

�e aim of this thesis is to research the in�uence of micro level interventions on macro level 
urban dynamics. �e 2030’s vision of a walkable and vibrant Stockholm, as interpeted by the 
authorities,  is used as a point of departure.

As a result, the terms of walkability and continuous urban environment have been used as a framework
for the investigation. �rough theoritical study and design research, the project resulted in the identi�cation
of several areas, as candidates for the micro level study.

Gärdet, an area north east of the Old Town (Gamla Stan), with high proximity to the city centre was �nally 
chosen. At the notional edges of the city as identi�ed today, Gärdet, will be in between the city centre and the 
Royal Seaport Project in the foreseeable future. As a result, the area will be heavily a�ected by the ongoing 
changes and its character can be potentially di�erentiated.

Answering these claims, a micro level study was conducted, resulting in an urban design proposal, ensuring 
the preservation of the areas’ character and the connection of the new areas with the existing urban fabric.

How can  Stockholm’s urban fabric be extended incorporating all the desired urban qualities
and connect with city marginalized urban areas toward a continuous and walkable urban
environment?

How can micro level interventions be applied in a way that they will increase the
city’s continuity and form and a�ect it in a macro level?
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Methodological Approach

Strategy Abstract

�eoretical Background

Urban life in the dynamic cities that we know arises almost spontaneously when a critical mixture and density of urban elements have been
reached, and disappears when one of those essential elements is removed, isolated or concentrated (Jacobs, 1961)

 Lynch’s theory of good form refers to Vitality (Supporting vital functions), Sense (Mentally perceived) , Fit (Urban form matches pattern and quantity of actions) ,
Access (Ability to reach),  Control (�e degree that those who use,  work or live manage activities and space) ,
E�ciency (Cost of creating and maintaining an urban form) and  Justice (�e way costs and bene�ts are distributed).

Bill Hillier argues that the architecture of the urban grid(geometry. angularity and connectdness), especially at the level where the local area links to the global,
 is one of the primary sources of di�erentiaton between places and the de�ning feature of the self-organized city.  
�e architecture of the urban grid is also the reasoning behind the space syntax de�nition of the city as a network of linked centres
at di�erent scales set into a background of residential space

Anderson Stanford, states that if we are to conduct “design research”, we must seek to reveal the orderliness which can be brought to human action. 
�e question now seems to be where will we locate the arbitrariness embedded in our practices and how will we seek to deal with it rationally?

As Stan Allen states, form matters but not so much the form of things  as the forms between things.  �e new institutions of the city, will perhaps occur
at moments of intensity, linked to the wider network of the urban �eld and marked by not by demarcating lines but by thick surfaces.

“Connectivity had become the de�ning characteristic of our 21st century urban condition.”
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3 Basic Axis
Field of Research  : Stockholm Municipality’s 2030’s Vision

 �e Walkable City

Subjective Assessment of the qualities 
based on theoretical backround

Micro Interventions for 
  Macro Level Changes

Why? Cost e�ective, e�cient] low risk, 
           independent, �exible.

Aim : Locate an area appropriate for micro 
intervention with macro e�ects.

 Selection of Gärdet as an area for the design        

Walkability, Connectivity and 
Continuous Urban Environment as 
main principles for the research, + 
urban qualities as suggested by the 
theory.Point of Departure for the reasearch : 

Gamla Stan, due to historical reasons 
and the fact that geographically is cen-
tral to Stockholm’s core.

Boundaries Set and Areas Identi�ed

Next Step : Design Phase with the 
the above mentioned principles 
playing a central role

Stockholm

9 Areas Identi�ed

Ladugårdsgärdet

Gärdet

Design Proposal
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Conceptual Analysis Identi�ed Areas

Potential Diagnosing
�e above mentioned analysis, leads us to a diagnosis of the boundaries of the city. �e city incorporating all the 
above mentioned urban qualities and principles in a continuous form appears in the map below, highlighting the 
boundaries for further research. 

Based on subjective assessment the city has been analysed into a network of areas that combine high urban qualities,
as suggested in the theoretical background, with the principles identi�ed, walkability, connectivity and continuity of 
the urban environment playing an important role. �e network of nodes as presented on the map, is not representing
any actual nodes but it is used as a notional way of mapping the desired qualities and principles.

�e map below presents the enlarged network of nodes, that ideally would be created by performing micro level urban 
projects in all the above 9 identi�ed cases. However, during the present thesis there will be only one of the cases selected,
for an urban design proposal exemplifying the way that all the case could be addressed.

All the sites of interest that were diagnosed, were analysed thoroughly in a search for identifying  their detailed characteristics.
and the challenges that we would have to address. All the areas selected, were in accordance with the criteria set and appropriate
for micro scale interventions that would have a macro level e�ect. �e aim would be to extend the city limits by enlarging the 
continuous urban environment and without applying a mega project.

Outside that nodal network, urban qualities start to fade out
and do not follow a continuous spectrum. �e urban fabric
does not appear continuous and transportation,public or private
 is required to move out further. 

�e boundaries that have been formulated, formed in 
addition, the areas for further research, highlighting the 
sites with high interest that comply to the criteria set.

�e map above showcases the new areas that will be appended in 
the  existing urban fabric with the realisation of all the projects.

�e pro�les above, were created for each one of the areas
shown in the map, indicating the area for transformation,
the challenge and the extension of the urban fabric that 
they would add ideally.
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Zooming in | Area Selection : Gärdet Analysis

�e Area

Road and Transportation Network

Topography Programming of the area

�e Built Environment

�e National Park

Conceptual Image of the City

Now

Future

Conceptual Maps of the Conditions Why Gärdet?

�e case that was selected from the ones previously mentioned, is Gärdet, as identi�ed in pro�le no1.
�e area has a high promixity to the city centre and will be highly a�ected by the new mega project, 
currently under development, the Royal Seaport. As a result, it is highly expected that area which 
geographically is situated in between the city centre and the Royal Seaport will have to face a lot of 
challenges due to its location. However, there is not any project or plan by the authorities to address these 
demands.

�e  area of Gärdet was analysed thoroughly in greater scale �rstly, in order to identify the main  characteristics that would aid us in formulating the concept.
Below there are the analysis maps that played a more important role towards the concept formulation and the urban design proposal that �nally was conducted.
Furthermore, the analysis was also correlated with the principles and qualities that were set in the regional scale analysis and was orientated towards walkability,
connectivity and continuity of the urban fabric.

Legend (Applying for the maps also)
Black - �e City Core
Purple - Secondary Urban Areas
Green - Forest/Park Areas
Blue - Water

�rough the regional analysis �ndings
and because of the special conditions
that will be created in the area Gärdet will
be our focus for the design proposal.

�e Royal Seaport project will be heavily 
in�uencial for the area of Gärdet. As a result,
 changes will be needed which we will attempt to  
apply through micro level interventions.

Another huge challenge is the Royal National
Park that crosses the area and how can this 
be adopted to �t in an urban environment.

Primary Urban Functions

Secondary Urban Functions

Sports Area

Green

Green
Industrial

Reshaping Stockholm
*

Demand



Gärdet Concept

Zooming in | Areas of Interest

�e Area Today

�e Green Connection

�e Urban Connection

With the Royal Seaport Project

�e basic concept, as described in the map above,  demands the enhancement of 
the green connection between the two bigger areas of the National Park, as well 
as the creation of continuous urban link through the area.

�e National Park is going through the area and this aspect should be enhanced and supported. At present, Lidingovägen and the area northwest to it, 
appear to formulate an obstacle for the continuous green network. �e impacts and changes that the area could possibly undergo with the Royal Seaport
project could further undermine the green connection. As a result, the green environment of Gärdet should be supported and improved.

Gärdet will have a role as the in betweeen area of the Royal Seaport and the city. �e demand for improved connection, as well as the principles mentioned 
above imply the need for the creation of direct connection that will allow the existence of a continuous urban environment and will enhance walkability 
aspects. �e topography of the area plays a primary role on how this matter should be addressed.

�e formulation of the concept highlights 
two main areas that would be central  to 
its realisation. �ese two areas would be 
further analysed and should combine the 
two aspects, the green and the urban 
connection, as mentioned before.
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Present Connections Future Connections

On Site Analysis Selecting Area A for further investigation

Understading Of �e Area

Area A Main Uses

Main Uses

Potential Solution

Area B

Area B constitutes of city level sport 
facilities and partly forest area and it could 
be characterised as monofunctional.

In addition, as mentioned before the Royal Seaport mega project will a�ect the area. As a result, action should be taken in order to ensure the 
urban connection going through the area, as well as the enhancement of the green connection that today is not apparent.

�e aim is to preserve the existing sport
facilities but also to make the area work as a
connector between the city and Hjortagen.
In addition the south-western part, which is 
a forest area neighbouring KTH, Östra Station 
and the hospital will be modi�ed in order to 
be a place opening the National Park to the 
citizens, creating surplus functions that will 
result to the better use of the area.

Removing 2 buildings and changing 
the uses of other 6

Green Connectors Lidingovägen Di�erentiation

Area A is a �eld belonging to the Royal 
National Park, highly connected with sport
and recreational activities that take place 
at the spot. �e area is surrounded in 3 out
if 4 sides by built structure including housing
and industrial uses. In addition the 4th open 
side is a street which will host part of the 
proposed tram line as well as the road 
connection between the eastern link and 
Vallhalavägen.

�e Area A was selected for further investigation and for the 
realisation of an urban design proposal. As we can see from the 
analysis presented, the area is characterized by intense topography
and by the absence of programmed functions taking place, apart 
from some football pitches that exist. 

�e character of the area is of high importance to its 
residents and Stockholm in general due to its plain grass and the
absence of trees that allow the realisation of outdoor activities 
during the summer period.  However, the absence of any programmed
outdoor activities during the winter and the fact that in the area there
are not any designated walkpaths makes it unaccessible during the 
snowy period of the year.

�e aim is to preserve the existing activities
of the area in a more organized way, 
providing at the same time additional uses to
 activate it also during the winter period.

�e area could be divided into 3 sub-areas, 
identi�ed as the hill, the notional green network
and the sport-activity �eld.
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�e Masterplan
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Seaport Promenade �e Promenade Concept

Perspectives
Coming from the city

Coming from Royal Seaport

Coming from Royal Seaport II (Winter)

Section (Coming from the city)

�e Seaport Promenade would act as the main connection between the Royal Seaport and 
the City Centre, without hindering the activities already taking place at the area. A triangular
building that would act as a tourist information center, but also as a meeting place on its 
amphitheatrical roof, would be the main point in a square created where the Seaport Promenade and 
the extension of TessinParken actually meet, ensuring the urban connection as required but also 
the continuity of the green line crossing through Gärdet. �e areas designated for sport activities, 
and that already exist today would be programmed in a way to meet the demands, as they appear
 to have enormous potential.

Section (Coming from the Royal Seaport)
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Looking from the �eld

Looking from the �eld (Winter)

Axonometric

Summer Uses Winter Uses

�e “Inhill” ConceptGärdet Hill

�e Hill of Gärdet would be transformed in a way to preserve its current functions, but also to allow the
use of the area during the winter time.  As a result an indoor centre will be created to allow people 
enjoy winter’s limited sunlight taking advantage of the areas’ ideal sun orientation. Furthermore, 
a small ski slope will be created, while the proposal includes an “inhill” development with cultural uses,
student housing and some commercial functions such as cafes and restaurants. �e “inhill” development 
aims to preserve as much as possible the existing image of the hill, retaining its character, that will be also 
public and not commercially orientated. Some sport supporting uses to the sports �eld would also
be included in the ground level while the connection existing today, not only will be preserved, but also
will be enhanced.

�e hill is notially divided into 4 di�erent layers, which will host the 4 di�erent decks and buildings,
trying to minimize the height di�erentation but also preserving its current image anduses/

+Stairs

+Indoor Centre

Section (Coming from the Royal Seaport)

Running Pic-nic

Ice Skating

Skiing

Sitting Inside

Playing Football

Concert Sunbathing

Open Air Cinema

Perspectives
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Reshaping Stockholm

EpilogueUrban Connection

A last glance at Gärdet Today 
Green Connection

�e Logo Concept

Revising the initial aims, as indicated by the two pictures on the le�, we managed actually to ensure the urban connection through Gärdet 
and to create a continuous urban environment, with walkability and connectivity as primary concerns. �e micro intervention that was 
performed would improve the area’s role, acting as a connector and also preserve its character, while it would also have macro level e�ects 
connecting �e Royal Seaport with the City Centre and the neighbourghing areas.

�e Water Element Adding a smile and eyesLand and Islands

*Inspired by Peter Economides Limassol Project
http://www.felixbni.com/Limassol-Branding-Project.html

*

Base Picture apprehended from : http://stockholmroyalseaport.com/en/

Base Picture apprehended from : http://stockholmroyalseaport.com/en/

Mitchell J. William

“Connectivity had become the de�ning characteristic
 of our 21st century urban condition.”




