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Introduction
The starting point of this project was that I wanted to look closer at the particular space in-between two tower 
blocks in a typical high-rise Million-program area, and propose a way to fill that space with more housing. Stock-
holm needs that, and the type of tower blocks that I mean to look at are placed sparsely and offer room for more 
development.

The area that I chose is Bredäng, initially because it was my idea of the typical example of the type of area that I 
was interested in. When the sites that were to be developed were turned into suburbs in the 1960s and 1970s, 
they were more or less flattened out; the developers had very little to take into consideration. 50 years later there 
are indeed things to take into consideration; a building added to a site in-between the existing residential houses 
of a million program suburb is very much site specific. Bredäng is dramatic and defined by the proximity to na-
ture, and a bit of an exception in its typology, the topography has been allowed to remain, and even determine 
the placement of the houses to some extent. I realized that I had to shift focus, from seeing the space that I was 
interested in as an example to looking at it as several specific sites.

I limited my site a group of tower blocks, placed around a large green area, and set out to look into possible 
places for development. The places I set out to fill up with dwellings though, were four individual sites, similar, as 
they were all located in-between two houses, but too different to make one building and place it directly onto the 
sites, and adjusting all the houses to specific sites would be hard with the given time frame, so I decided to focus 
on one addition to one of the sites that I had marked out, to start with, and leave the other three to reach only a 
visionary stage. I chose the first site, as I had read it when walking around the area in a clock-wise movement.

Working from the view that more dwellings are required in Stockholm in general, can motivate placing new houses 
almost anywhere, but I want to suggest an addition to a specific site: the ambition is to come up with something 
that would work in Bredäng, preserve or even strengthen the qualities of the area. I think that would be the way to 

go to produce more housing through condensation: look at sites specifically and do it step by step.

I like to think of a city as layers, the 1960s layer was on site, and now the 2010s layer would be added. In order 
to preserve the lightness and airiness of the site, I think the construction needs to be light and/or transparent in 
some way, the movements on the ground level, the paths, are rich and I don’t want to break them up by cutting 
them with a massive building, but enriching them, like leading them through a building.

In short: the intent of my thesis project is to investigate how the “empty” spaces can be filled up, and to propose 
an addition to a spot between two high-rise buildings in the area. My ambition is to get to know Bredäng, what it 
has been, and what it is. I will do that by spending time there and by meeting up with Bredängs Utvecklingsråd 
(BUR) and discuss the area and how a new layer could affect the site. 



BREDÄNG
- 19 minutes from Stockholms C by metro
- Built 1962-1965 (-67)
- around 9700 inhabitants (december 2012)
- 3900 apartments (of which 47% are 3-room apartments)



The site – Bredäng
Context – the tower block and the Million-program.

The classic image of the Million-program suburb is, I would say, a few sparsely placed tower blocks around an 
undefined green area, in the shape of a lawn. According to Johan Rådberg (Drömmen om atlantångaren. Utopier 
och myter I 1900-talets stadsbyggande 1997) the origin of this planning strategies and above all the promotion 
of them comes from 1920’s France, among others Le Corbusier presented city plans with exclusively tall build-
ings, set out on a far distance from each other to enable sun to reach in everywhere, and give room for parks and 
green areas in-between them; a high density city without suburbs, industrialized and standardized. This idea was 
spread all over Europe and was in Sweden promoted mainly by Sven Merkelius, Uno Åhren  and Eskil Sundahl 
(Rådberg 1997 p. 58). They, among others of course, were the voices of functionalism, and the friends of the 
high-rise buildings. The Stockholm exhibition in 1930 is recognized as the breakthrough for functionalism in Swe-
den, but truthfully the functionalistic buildings and especially the tower blocks received a lot of critique (Rådberg 
1997 p. 60).

According to Rådberg, the real victory for the modernistic ideals came after the Second World War, when big 
parts of Europe was more or less flattened and in need to be rebuilt. The city planners now had a clean slate to 
work with, and the opportunity to create something new. The high-rise building became a symbol for the new, 
post-war symbol for optimism, while the more traditional low block structure stood for traditionalism, which had the 
disadvantage of being linked to the Nazi and fascist regimes. 

In Sweden, the high rise buildings and the modernistic city plan really got its recognition when Sven Merkelius 
was assigned the post as city planning director in Stockholm. In the 1950s, a more high-rise model for exploring 
Stockholm was established, with higher density and groups of high residential buildings in the suburbs adjacent to 
the city. Building high-rise blocks on cheap ground in the suburb was meant to generate a large population in and 
around the city – spending power for the trading businesses. Vällingby, built in 1953, was the first suburb com-
pletely planned with tall residential buildings, ten floors high, around a centre of commerce.

Around 1960 the whole Swedish building sector was preparing for a complete transit into industrial building tech-
nics: prefabrication and standard solutions were developed. What was required was financing for large-scale 
production of residential buildings, and long-term orders that would ensure the factories orders and profitability for 
a considerable stretch of time. The mass production of apartments and houses had already started when the 
Swedish parliament took the decision that released the Million-program in 1967. The 1960s techniques were dif-
ferent from those of the 1950s. The tower blocks became long; outstretched, instead of square, and that made it 
harder to deal with the topography of the sites, which lead to that the sites planned for the new houses generally 

was flattened, as mentioned in the introduction.

Whether the whole program was a success or not is widely debated, the Million-program in its younger years 
were generally a solid update of living standards for the families they generally were intended for, new, modern. 
People moved from the dense and dowdy central city to start a new life in the newly built suburbs. Sonja Vidén 
writes in the article Rekordårens bostäder – en viktig resurs för hållbar utveckling in Johansson, Birgitta red. Miljon-
programmet – utveckla eller avveckla? 2012 that most of the apartments of the Million-program were three-room 
apartments, because that was what was considered affordable for a normal family, but that new regulations in 
the late 1960s made it possible and even beneficial for families to own their own small houses with four rooms or 
more, which made it harder to let and sell the newly constructed apartments. She also writes that problems in the 
ambient environment contributed to a trend where families left their apartments for houses, but she doesn’t de-
velop that further.

From what I have picked up, a lot of the critique can be condensed to the segregation of the city, that those who 
cannot choose where they should live is forced to live in certain areas - suburbs built in the 1960s that have been 
lifted as examples of how the Million-program has failed. Irene Molina writes in Miljonprogrammets och förortens 
rasifiering, in Broms Wessel, Ola, Tunström, Moa och Bradley, Karin red: Bor vi i samma stad 2006, that already 
when they were built, they were criticized for the (modernistic) anonymity and lack of traditions, and it was said that 
that would generate social problems and that the segregation of the city has made these areas into problem ar-
eas. Back when the million program was in its early days the critical voices spoke of the cities problem areas, but 
that it since then has changed to being marked more as internal problems in specific areas (if the referred to sub-
urbs really are problematic, which one of course have to ask one self before stigmatizing them). A general opinion 
seems to be that some areas is described as problem-areas in media for example, but that the inhabitants of the 
same areas has a positive image of their homes, more on that later.

Sonja Vidén writes further that the attention around the so-called problem-areas has shadowed the fact that most 
of the apartments has held up quite good, with normal maintenance, and that the surrounding areas, that were 
criticized already in the early years, has been improved (Vidén p. 38-39).



T

Elevation of a typical tower block in Bredäng, and the cutout of the area that poses as the scene for this project.



Svenska bostäder, but also to some extent by Familjebostäder, SKB and HSB. The subway station and the com-
mercial centre were opened in 1965. 

Since Bredäng was built, very few changes has been made, a kinder garden and some garages were added in 
the early 1970s, and a few high-rise buildings has been added in the early 1990s. 

I think that small-scale things has started to happen though, as a result of the inhabitants taking initiatives to clean 
up and create a more positive image of the area for those who live there. It feels well taken care of, neat, and 
pleasant. It seems to me that people who live in Bredäng has a much more positive image of this part of the city 
than people who see it from outside. 

In Bredängsbor – Skärvor av ett förortsliv, Åke Ohlsson has interviewed inhabitants of Bredäng for the 40th an-
niversary of the area in 2005. One older woman describes how she moved with her family from Södermalm to 
Bredäng when it was brand new, and very modern in comparison to the old apartments of Södermalm with wood 
stoves and outhouses on the courtyards, and how this was an unbelievable change in living standard. She claims 
to be a little afraid to go outside, with the risk of being robbed, but other voices witnesses of how that risk has 
decreased a lot in the recent years, people used to be afraid to walk home from the subway station, and waited 
for escort from family members or similar, but that has improved a lot, according to a man that runs a grill right by 
the subway station. When the author of the book speaks to students at the school, they have no notion at all of 
living in an area that is unsafe. Other people tell about the centre that has lost a lot of its appeal, stores are closing, 
the customer basis disappears; there are other easily accessible places to shop, and that means that you also 
eat there, for example. A few restaurants in Bredäng is too much for the population, they have to lower their prices 
to an extent when it doesn’t pay to withstand the competition.

Context - Bredäng
Bredäng is part of Skärholmens cityscape, built in the early 1960s, slightly before the Million-program years actually 
started. The buildings is quite typical for this era, but the topography is quite untouched, as mentioned: hills have 
been permitted to stay put and some of the houses lie on higher levels, in contrast to other similar areas. That 
makes the area quite appealing to me. It is also obvious that work is being done here, flowers and trees are well 
taken care of, it is clean and outside most of the tower blocks there is at least one playground. There are places 
to sit, a lot of promenades to take around hills, forests, playgrounds and football fields. 

Before it became what it is today, Bredäng was basically farmland. From some time around the 1850s up until the 
early 1960s, the area that now is Sätra and Bredäng was Sätragodset. The farm called Bredäng was one of the 
many farms and homesteads of Sätragodset. It consisted of a homestead, northeast of the crossroad Frimurarvä-
gen-Eksätravägen, a cowshed and so on. It was demolished in the beginning of the 1960s to give room for the 
tower blocks. (På upptäcksfärd kring Skärholmen – Skärholmens hembyggdsförening. Stockholm 1995 p. 34)

Already in the Stockholm master plan of 1952, plans of exploiting Sätragodset were made. Parts of the land were 
owned by the city of Stockholm, and other parts were owned by different charity funds, but bought by the city 
in 1961, with help from some leading private contractors that in return got the right to exploit 45% of the pur-
chased land (Rittsél, Johan and Lindhagen, Suzanne: Stockholm utanför tullarna. Nittiosju stadsdelar I ytterstaden. 
Bredäng, Skärholmen, Sätra, Vårberg. Värnamo 2005 p. 7). The first master plan for the area was ready already 
in 1960, and designed by Josef Sträck of the Stockholm city planning office. Two residential areas with subway 
stations (Bredäng and Sätra) were planned (Rittsél and Lindhagen 2005 p. 7).
This area was exploited in the quite early days of the Million-program era, before the actual start of the program 
really, so technically it is not part of the Million-program, but it is indeed part of the massive housing development 
of this era and here referred to as a Million-program area. The building started on the 1st of September in 1962. 
During the construction, methods were developed and rationalized radically. In the plan for the area, the topogra-
phy was to some extent allowed to set the placing of the buildings; it was not flattened out completely. Residential 
tower blocks were placed within 500 meters from the subway station, and single-family houses were set out 
beyond them. The tower blocks were set out to be eight or nine floors high, and the surrounding slab blocks were 
to be built in two or three floors. The higher houses were placed on a 50-meter distance from each other, and 
the area in-between was filled alternating with lawns/green areas and parking, the area is planned for 1,2 cars per 
apartment and a resident does not have to walk more than 17 meters from the front door to reach her/his car. 
Within the housing units (groups of ten to fourteen houses) it was also planned for a bigger green area that was to 
function as a meeting place for the residents of the unit (Rittsél and Lindhagen 2005 p. 8).

3 900 apartments, of which most were three room apartments, were built between the years 1963 to 1965, and 
between 1965 and 1967 the area was completed by 300 row houses. The apartments were mainly owned by 



Bredäng in the Stockholm area.



presents, there seems to be a determination to condense in order to achieve city-like suburbs, to transform areas 
with room for condensation into block-orientated development (according to the current ideal) but Bredäng is not 
city, in that sense. The board members also agree on that things are not held after here in the same way as for 
example in the city. For example, Cecilia Jackson tells me of how a storefront that was broken in the centre was 
left unfixed for six weeks. Bredäng is a frequently visited site for tourists in the summer, with its large camping site, 
and more effort should be put in to display it as the nice part of the city that it is. 

In the tower blocks, families still lives in the three-room apartment, as were intended when the houses were built, 
to a good extent, but there is also a lot of lonely old people that has stayed in their apartments, where they once 
moved in with their families, because changing to a smaller apartment is hard here where one room apartments 
are rare, and when smaller new-produced apartments often is at least as expensive to rent as their three-room 
apartments. Formerly there were 10 000 inhabitants in Bredäng, now there is around 9 300. Anders Petersson 
suggests that the elderly should be the subject of more campaigns, for example programs to help them change 
apartments with for example young families, more apartments built to fit their needs, more four- and five-room 

From the left: Elisabeth Jonsson, Anders Petersson, Bo Sävengren, Agneta Gustavsson, Cecilia Jackson.

Meeting with BUR (Bredängs Utvecklingsråd)
To get to know the area more, and to get some kind of notion of the public opinion, I contacted Bredängs Utveck-
lingsråd (BUR) and asked if I could come to one of their meetings. I was invited to join in on a board meeting in 
September 25th 2013 that took place in a row house in Bredäng.

BUR is an interest group that wants to improve their part of the city, and to channelize the views of the Bredängs 
inhabitants, and run those views in dialogue with for example politicians. The board, at this occasion with Agneta 
Gustavsson, Cecilia Jackson, Elisabeth Jonsson, Anders Petersson and Bo Sävengren present, meets every 
now and then to discuss current events and to plan activities in Bredäng, the organization has been less active 
during recent years but is indeed still operating, they have been a force upon the quite recent renovation of the 
centre, and have also organized various activities such as a photography-marathon, where the people in Bredäng 
were given the opportunity to document their living environment with cameras, a bazaar in the presence of the 
election in 2006, they have held open meetings with local politicians and similar to inform Bredängs inhabitants 
about projects and plans  that are suggested for the area, to discuss them and to condense and formulate the 
peoples opinions. They have also organized art tours and nature wanderings in Bredäng, to display the nice fea-
tures of the area.

I asked if they felt that a lot had happened during later years, since that has been my notion when I have visited 
Bredäng, and they confirmed that houses have been renovated to some extent, and above all the green areas 
have been improved. Stockholms Kooperativa Bostadsförening (SKB) used to have a gardener in chief that initi-
ated several projects that made the green areas of Bredäng more inviting and more pleasant to use. The spaces 
in-between the tower blocks where there is no parking have been thoroughly renovated and a lot of playgrounds 
have been built. All the members of the board pushes that the green areas are indeed used, and appreciated. 
Bredäng is nothing if not its nature and fauna, and the organization would like to see more of that displayed in 
schools for example, since it is such an important component in the suburb. 

Suggestions on adding more housing in Bredäng have been presented at several occasions, BUR is not on 
principle against condensation, but pushes for a reversed plan process, where the municipality asks the inhabit-
ants what they want and above all, where they think that there is buildable land, instead of presenting complete 
plan propositions and get them reversed and rejected. A reversed plan process could save a lot of money. BUR 
has on multiple occasions suggested land that they believe would be fitting for condensing development, without 
response. They claim that it feels that some of the projects initiated in Bredäng don’t lead anywhere; it is mainly 
a way for local politicians to display their interest for the suburbs. Regarding the strategies that the municipality 



apartments/houses so that children of elderly Bredäng inhabitants can se advantages of moving closer to their 
parents and back to their old neighbourhoods. 

Focusing on the elderly is one suggestion from BUR, another one is to focus on students; the organization has 
suggested rebuilding parts of an empty house in the centre into student housing, which would generate inhabita-
tion of young adults in the centre, which would be desirable for example for the traders and restaurant-owners.

Another suggestion that are lifted is to create more places for people to meet, Cecilia and Elisabeth witnesses of 
that the concept of common green areas is hard to grasp for those who come here as refugees or immigrants, it 
is weird to many that undefined green areas are open for them, for everyone, and that they at the same time are 
everyone’s responsibility.

When I ask the group to give me their view on what Bredäng is, Agneta Gustavsson says the tower blocks, the 
green areas and the proximity of the sea. Cecilia Jackson adds that it is easy to get to know people here and 
Anders adds the richness of the club activities, clubs are very much present here, and a lot of the activity spins 
around Jakobsbergs gård, that is pretty much the only building left from the old days. There are also a lot of space 
in the centre that is possible to rent for club meetings, sports and similar. Anders says also that Bredäng is a part 
of the city that in a way lives in the ripple of the 1960s or 1970s, when everyone knew each other, a lot of fami-
lies moved here, and the children, who all attended the same school in the area, played together out in the green 
areas. But even though that might not be the case anymore, the area is still a calm and pleasant area. Bredäng 
has, according to the board members of BUR, at several occasions been used as a “suburb set”, in movies, 
music videos and in media in general, it is regarded the typical Swedish (scary) suburb. But Anders underlines that 
people don’t feel unsafe here, especially not younger people. That is a false image of Bredäng; surveys among 
the inhabitants have shown that there are no places in the area where they feel unsafe. 

It is obvious that they all are willing to make an effort for their part of the city, and that they are happy there. Agneta 
that moved into an apartment in one of the tower blocks about ten years ago described her initial dislike in front 
of the big concrete house the first time she saw it, but that after having taken the elevator up and seen the apart-
ment that was to become her apartment she realized how nice it all was; the cleverness with which the area had 
been planned, and the quality of the apartment, and came to love the area, the closeness to the water and to the 
subways, the rich green areas and the buildings. 



Context - social sustainability and urban planning
Johan Rådberg writes that since 1945, the number of inhabitants in central Stockholm has been cut by 50%; 
people claim twice as much space for living now as they did back in 1945 (Rådberg p. 120). The city is growing 
sparser, as the living standards become higher. This sprawling tendency is frequently named as one of the factors 
that generate segregated cities. 

In Sweden the million program-areas has more or less since they were built been stigmatized as problem areas, 
which has meant that those who have a choice, those with economic resources can choose not to live there, but 
in the city or in other wellborn suburbs, leaving the less popular areas to the less wealthy.

The modernistic ideal of city planning is frequently blamed for erasing the old city structure; for separating functions 
of the city, creating areas only for living, for working etc., which also contributes to a more segregated city. With 
population classes and city features are separated from each other, it can be argued that the chance of encoun-
tering people (with different background/ethnicity/age etc.) decreases, which increases intolerance and prejudices.

There are a lot of ideas on how different planning strategies can affect us in positive or negative ways.  Some-
one that has spent a lot of time on the subject of physical planning and its affects on social life is of course Jane 
Jacobs. She has quite firm opinions on what a well planned, good city is, emphases that the city does have po-
tential to offer people a dynamic and social scene, but believes that city planners and architects has over and over 
again fails to provide it, by using the wrong methods. Jacobs’s idea of the good city has four aspects, of which all 
is required to create a good city: 
-Mixed functions: diversity is the key. Trade, housing, education etc. should be mixed, also to generate areas that 
are vibrant at all time.
- Short blocks: to enable traveling by foot.
- A mix of buildings: to create a living city. Buildings should be at different ages, of different stages of decay, to 
generate different levels of rent, for traders and residents, which would result in a diverse population.
-Density: a lot of people to fill up the public spaces.
(Jacobs, Jane: Den amerikanska storstadens liv och förfall. 1961 p. 176)

The third point: a mix of buildings defined partially as buildings of different ages is something that I find very interest-
ing. A city centre is generally built like that; houses are built up, demolished and renovated continually all the time. 
But in the suburbs, where there is mainly housing, whole areas are generally planned all at once, which of course 
is an efficient way to develop, but from one aspect, it kind of blocks the possibilities for the mixture and diversity 
that according to Jacobs theory is positive for the city. 

The high-rise building-orientated Million program-areas that are built in Sweden during the 1960s and 1970s has 
an advantage here, compared to more recently developed areas: their sparseness offers opportunities for further 
development, the opportunity to add another layer and have buildings of different ages.

The million program areas are indeed subject for discussions on how to improve them and campaigns for both re-
furbishment in smaller scale and over-all changes (in some cases whole areas has been rebuilt). There are voices 
arguing that it should all be demolished, and others that suggest either light or systematic refurbishment. Sonja 
Vidén writes that demolition of Million-program apartments happened already in the eighties, to a limited extent but 
increased from the middle of the 1990s. In some places, turnaround-refurbishment has been implemented, areas 
has been completely remade to become attractive and stabile, but that this has in general also resulted in a gentri-
fication, higher costs for the residents and increased problems in other areas (Vidén p. 38). 
The above all goal, so to say, in Stockholm would consequently be condensation, rather than expansion, and 
complementing condensation rather than over-all changes, to enable people to stay in their homes (comprising 
refurbishment has been known to raise the rent in the referred to apartment blocks), and to be able to choose the 
same area even if life situations change. 

Arkitektur Stockholm – en strategi för stadens gestaltning. Utställningsförslag 2013-06-28 DNR. 2010-11401-51 
describes the architectural ideals for Stockholm like this (my translation):

“The city is composite, dense and robust with an architecture that admits changed forms of use over time. The 
architecture that is built today becomes part of the cultural heritage of Stockholm and benchmarks for the urban 
life of tomorrow”

Regarding condensation it is written that it should happen mainly by supplementary additions but also, regarding 
certain areas, by big-scale transformations of whole areas.



the possibility to appeal to a new group of people, like the elderly or the students. To add with what is “lacking” 
here is also something to consider.

The green areas are a defining component in Bredäng, the tower blocks all have green space on one side, and 
parking on the other side. According BUR, the area rather needs more green space than less, and to develop 
parts of it is not desirable. The option then, would be to develop the parking spaces, to place them below ground 
and make the roofs green space/foundation for new development. 
When placing a building in-between two other buildings, in a wide gap, it was important for me to keep the view 
points, and leave the sight line in the middle, it is much more narrow, but it is there. The buildings shape is kind 
of a tribute to the old houses, narrow housing units with a gap in-between. I want the building to lead you into the 
space in-between the higher buildings, it Is places half way out in the terrain of the north-eastern part of the site, 
and the two bodies of the building constitutes a walkway, from which you are lead in, to the stairwells or to the 
1960s houses entries that are accentuated by paths across the in-between space leading towards them. I want 
the building to be dramatic, the ceiling is quite high, and in the ground floor there are a lot of glass to make it trans-
parent, lifting the nature around the building and the height in the open space in the middle of the building is
two floors high.  

I started out with a transparent structure all the way through, but changed direction towards a transparent and 
social ground floor, momentarily in double ceiling height, and a more efficient structure in the upper floors, to com-
press the building; a transparent structure fast becomes a big structure. The choice of material, wood and glass, 
is meant to make the building feel lighter than the existing buildings.

The strategy that in the end defines the design rules, is the idea of pointing out qualities in the area, and allow 
them to constitute the features of new buildings, set out in between them. How this qualities are translated into 
buildings are specified in images and site-plans a couple of pages ahead. 

To fill up space 
I am without doubt affected by the current ideals of how to plan housing areas, the kind of Jacobs-oriented block 
structure, variation and human scale. Back in the 1960s, when the industrial, large-scale dwelling production was 
set in motion, whole areas were planned in one motion, and built quite fast, as is the case today, even if the strat-
egies and the ideals for planning for example a residential area are different today, but the diversity aspect of having 
buildings of different ages and as a result of that, different forms of tenure, different cost levels and so on to gener-
ate diversity among the inhabitants of a certain area is missing. I can really see the points of planning and building 
a whole area in the same time, but I suppose that phenomena can undermine diversity within the population and 
generate a segregated city.

In new areas the idea of a dense city structure is generally applied, in difference to residential areas from the 
Million-program era. Regarding Jane Jacobs idea of the good city, I would say Bredäng is the complete opposite 
of that idea. I guess it can be argued that her ideas are not completely transferable to Swedish city planning, and 
perhaps not up to date, but I can still in a way see what she means, mentioning her four criteria for creating a 
good city. Theory and reality is of course two different things, and to say that Bredäng is a failure simply by looking 
at the plan is too shallow. The area has qualities just as any area has, and it also offers space for another layer. 
The distance between two tower blocks is 50 meters. The large scale and big space can be seen as an opportu-
nity for development as already mentioned, a quality: it has a possibility to grow, and over time to contain different 
types of houses of different ages; diversity.

Initially, I had the intention to look at the space generated between million-program tower blocks in a sort of gen-
eral way, use Bredäng as a case study, but even though the planning strategies for these suburbs is the same 
in many ways, 50 years has passed, planted trees has grown, buildings has decayed or been refurbished, play 
grounds has been built and so on. In short, people have lived there and each area is their own, and what I should 
do if I intend to work with Bredäng, is to focus on Bredäng. It belongs to a typology, but is original in many ways: 
the present nature; the topography that has been allowed to affect the placement of the buildings, and the veg-
etation; the trees that were planted when the suburb was brand new and that is now an essential part of the site.

I want to use what I got from the members of BUR; they are obviously well informed and forward; willing to make 
an effort for Bredäng, But I also want to stick with what awoke my interest initially: to develop the space in-between 
existing tower blocks. What I am going to do is to take into consideration what they told me during the meeting, 
try to translate their wishes into features of a building. I have tried to recap their views and my analysis into different 
possible strategies, and into possible components of a building that I believe would work here. A to me interesting 
point that they lifted is that condensation in Bredäng doesn’t necessarily have to be city. I want to make an addition 
that suits the site, and the site is not city; it is, for example, green areas, hidden paths and places and dramatic 
views. They also implied the lack of small and big apartments; there are mainly medium-sized dwellings here, and 



First ideas. A building that you move through, and that accentuates the 
scenery and the nature.

Process

Study models. A public building that is acces-
sible for many and that connects with the sur-
rounding nature.

Alernative version, with the new building set out in a more 
traditional block-structure.

Meeting with Bredängs utvecklingsråd.

-No condensation that cuts more green 
area

-Small and big apartments

-No city-like structure.

-Customer base for the centre.



Sketches of a building that stretches in between the existing 
ones, with a higher end for small apartments and a lower end for 
big apartments which are perforated to get walkways and sight 
lines., 

Skrtch and study model.
Study model and elevation. A building that is placed in full hight 
in-between the existing ones, but that is partly transparent, to 
keep the conta ct between them.

Idea of how new buildings could be placed in the whole area.

The interspace between the existing buildings has been incor-
porated as something of a feature of in the new building.



Qualities of Bredäng.

Two views of Bredäng, the brutal concrete and the dramatic nature.



Stills from a film, meant to capture the ambience of Bredäng and develop a concept for an addition.



Contrasts. The four photographs are a sequence, taken within less than one minutes walk (around 150 meters).





Framed views



Enclosed places.



Paths.



T T

Strategy..

The left siteplan shows where there are green areas in-between the houses today. On an early stage, I deided not to exploite the existing green areas, which is why I have cho-
sen to lose the parking space that is placed in-between every other house and look at them as potetial sites for more housing, and for additional green area, as shown in the right 
siteplan. In my suggestion the parking are simply dug down below ground, another way to go would be to collect all parking in a parking house or similar. Also the parking norm 
might allow recalculation, seen to the closeness to public transportation, which is developed more throughly on page 34.



Panorama view of the site with the additions.





Siteplan scale 1:2000 showing new buildings and the one site that is exploited throughly is marked out with a black frame.



A

A

Groundfloor 1:400



Section A-A 1:200



Material and construction
New techniques for enabling wooden high-rise buildings is continually developed and explored and there is now 
several examples too look at as references. Apart from being more environmentally beneficial, wood has a low 
weight and a high load-bearing capacity, and nowadays also a fire safety and sound insulating capacity that 
makes it an interesting material to work with. The possibility of a high level of pre-fabrication also shortens and 
simplifies the building process (Stehn, Lars, Rask, Lars-Olof, Nygren, Ingemar och Östman, Birgit: Byggandet av 
flervåningshus i trä - Erfarenheter efter tre års observation av träbyggandets utveckling. 2008-11-01. Luleå tekni-
ska universitet, Institutionen för Samhällsbyggnad, Avdelningen för Byggkonstruktion – träbyggnad, page 5).

The bearing capacity of a wooden wall is very high, comparable to concrete, and it is in relation to other materials 
also flexible dimension-wise.

There is one example from Växjö: Limnologen by Arkitektbolaget that is built in wood, with bearing walls and floors 
of massive wooden elements. The ground floor though, is built in concrete to stabilize the bilding by keeping the 
groundfloor heavy. Strong wind, for example, exposes the framework to great buoyant forces because of its light 
weight. By attaching threaded rods that reaches up to the highest floor inside the separating walls in the building 
to the concrete ground floor, the buoyant forces are led down through the floors.

Another challenge to deal with when choosing a wooden construction is acoustics. In Limnologen and also in 
a project in Sundsvall, Inre hamnen by 2BK arkitekter, the threshold limit value of footfalls is kept by breaking the 
separating interior walls at every floor and by letting the insulation reach all the way to the wooden construction ele-
ment. To keep the sound from transporting via materials from one room to another, polyurethane splines are pot 
in-between the floors and the wall tops. To avoid transmission, a false ceiling is also an option, like in Älvsjö strand 
in Sundsvall by White arkitekter. Here, sounds from installations is avoided by placing insulated shafts adjacent to 
bathrooms and laundry rooms.

The reason that I want to draw a wooden building is mainly that I think of it as the up and coming material, wanting 
to add a layer to Bredäng, in-between the 1960s concrete buildings, it feels reasonable to choose a material of 
today. Wooden constructions have many advantages and it is a beautiful material. It is also in line with the idea of 
not making Bredäng into a city-like suburb, but strengthen the advantages of this part of the city, and the close-
ness to nature is a main one, which makes a natural material the obvious choice.

Since the ground floor is quite open, with a lot of glass, I want to strengthen it with concrete columns. Forces can 
also be led down into the underground parking garage to stabilize it further.

Program 
The addition contains dwellings, 56 student apartments and 22 four-room apartments, premises for events, 
lectures or parties, and office space. Bredäng is actually very well located; you can travel there from the Cen-
tral station with the subway in 19 minutes. Compared to for example Telefonplan or other parts of the city in this 
area where it feels completely natural to go to work every day, it is only marginally longer to go. I have thought of 
one man-enterprises and free-lancers that needs somewhere to work, where it is cheaper to rent than in the city 
and where you can help out with others that are in the same situation, to support eachother, buy material that is 
needed and take turns with a meeting room for example. 

I believe in mixed areas, that students don’t have to live only with other students for example, and I think it is a 
positive thing if there is activity in an area at as many hours of the day as possible. It is easy to get to Bredäng, but 
as it is now, you only go here if you live here. BUR calls for more activity in the small centre adjacent to the subway 
station, where restaurants and other businesses close down on a regular basis. If Bredäng could attract students 
to come and live there, and self-employers and small businesses, there would be more of a customer basis for 
the service businesses. 

Regarding the parking space I work from the presumption that the parking of the whole area needs to be re-cal-
culated with a condensing re-make. The norm when the area was built was 1,2 cars per apartment, which is why 
parking decks were built in-between some of the tower blocks in order to compensate for the out-door parking 
places that couldn’t fit that restriction. I have placed parking for the people in the two tower blocks that is placed 
on either side of the parking and in the addition below ground (and below my addition), just beneath where it was 
before, and lowered the parking norm to 0,7, that is 116 parking spots for 166 apartments (I have excluded the 
student apartments). My notion from having visited the site is that the parking places are about half full during day 
time and a little bit more occupied after hours. I think that a common solution in Stockholm in the suburbs with 
easy access to the local traffic is that if you have a car, it is used mostly during the weekends. I do think that 0,7 
would be sufficient for Bredäng, especially in this part of Bredäng. 
 



Ground level

C

C

DD

B

B

Level 2 1:400 Level 3/4/5/6/7 1:400

Load bearing components, plans 1:800

Section B-B 1:100 Section C-C 1:100 Section D-D 1:100

Garage, plan 1:800



Elevation facing north 1:400

Elevation facing east 1:400



Qualities of Bredäng as features of a new building.



Framed views.



The interspace, in the new building as accentuated, long sightlines.



The apartments - contrasts/unexpected sequenses.



A model of the addition, on site.





At the day of presentation, January 15th 2014.
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