


INTRODUCTION

We are living in times where innovation and sustainability are factors high on the agenda. As 

Scandinavian’s we are taking a big part of this evolution and we have to maintain the momentum. 

While Stockholm universities grows, the need for student accommodation becomes more vital and in 

RUGHU�WR�IHHG�WKH�GHPDQG��ZH�QHHG�WR�SURYLGH�FOHYHU�KRXVLQJ��+RZ�FDQ�ZH�UHWKLQN�DQG�ƓQG�D�VXVWDLQDEOH�
approach in the way we interact, and how is our social and academic life affected? 

1HZ�WKLQNLQJ��LQQRYDWLRQ��VXVWDLQDELOLW\�DQG�IXOƓOOLQJ�D�QHHG�KDYH�EHHQ�DW�WKH�KHDUW�RI�P\�WKHVLV��$�
variation of the current possibilities of student housing is needed where the social and interactive way of 

living is emphasized and enhanced.

APPROACH
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close to social places, adequate size and affordable. This is close to impossible! This is not just a problem 

in Stockholm but an international dilemma. 

At the heart of my project is to give attention to factors like, new thinking, innovation, sustainability and 

IXOƓOOLQJ�D�QHHG��+RZ�FDQ�ZH�FUHDWH�FOHYHU�ZD\V�RI�VWXGHQW�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�ZLWK�HPSKDVLV�RQ�WKH�IDFWRUV�
mentioned above but especially on community and a more sustainable and united way of living? 

Only when we start embracing change and by breaking out of our traditional individual living, can we then 

VWDUW�WR�UHDOLVH�DQG�UHFRJQLVH�WKH�EHQHƓWV�RI�ZRUNLQJ��VWXG\LQJ�DQG�OLYLQJ�WRJHWKHU�

My key answer to the problem is ”The student habitat”- a small and interactive community where students 

can live, interact and socialize. 

By implementing an academic community that’s integrated in our living space, can we then form an added 

value and acceptance in small size accommodation. Smaller living area, but a greater social interacting 

platform. This solution would result in improved relation with other students, improved teamwork, better 

integration with students from a variety of socioeconomic backgrounds, improved academic achievement 

and better motivation. 



7KH�LGHD�RI�WKLV�SURMHFW�VWDUWHG�ZLWK�FKDOOHQJHV�WKDW�,�H[SHULHQFH�ƓUVW�KDQG��DV�D�\RXQJ�VWXGHQW�PRYLQJ�WR�
Stockholm. The lack of affordable housing had often been reminded to me by the multiple stories about 

students becoming homeless, dropping out of the university or forced to move back because of lack of 

housing. 

This felt like a challenge that needed to be addressed and it required a deeper understanding of our 

perception of spacious/social living.

I decided early on that I would like to take on a project that is close to my heart, that could change and 

effect peoples lives, but also relevant today.

+RZHYHU��WKHUH�ZDV�DQRWKHU�VLGH�WR�VWXGHQW�OLIH��WKH�VRFLDO�DVSHFW��KRZ�FDQ�ZH�ƓQG�D�KHDOWK\�VRFLDO�VWXG\�
life balance. 
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and day-to-day life. By being part of a sustainable studio my view of sustainability broadened. In the 

beginning, I partially focused my thesis on technical sustainable solutions, such as algae panels. With 

time, I realized that I’ve been focusing on multiple subjects that I wanted to combine and relate somehow. 

7KH�TXHVWLRQ�EHFDPH�HYHQ�FOHDUHU�WR�PH��KRZ�FDQ�ZH�UHWKLQN�VWXGHQW�KRXVLQJ�DQG�ƓQG�D�PRUH�
sustainable approach with clever living, but also emphasis on social life and a greater social interacting 

platform?

Only when we start embracing change and by breaking out of our traditional individual living, can we 

WKHQ�VWDUW�WR�UHDOL]H�DQG�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�EHQHƓWV�RI�ZRUNLQJ��VWXG\LQJ�DQG�OLYLQJ�WRJHWKHU�
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investigate even if we risk of not ending up with results. The way I challenged myself was by making such 

a large project that had many aspects to consider and the site I chose was both controversial and which 

created a lot of obstacles and challenges. I wanted to bring my competence from my previous studio, 

“Performative design” where the design process was much focused, and to have a clear and broad 

spectrum regarding the design process. I’m very pleased with my results, the conclusions and what I’ve 

accomplished. I’ve had to work very hard to get all aspects right, to both solve such a project in small 

scale, from room to large scale, site plan and everything in between. 
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- A small and interactive community where students can live, interact and socialize.
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SITE

The site is located in Gärdet which is a central and attractive area in Stockholm. The area is surrounded by greens and the location of  the famous Filmhuset by Peter Celsings.  
The location and transport service in the area makes it ideal for student housing. I’ve chosen to build over a helicopter pad that occupies 2800 sqm which is located in front of  
Filmhuset. 

My biggest challenge has been to find a way to build a large building, that visually compliments Filmhuset and becomes an addition to the block, the park and not an obstacle. I 
believe I have managed to create a complement to se site and keep the heritage of  Filmhuset.

INTRODUCTION

We are living in times where innovation and sustainability are factors high on the 
agenda. As Scandinavian’s we are taking a big part of  this evolution and we have 
to maintain the momentum. 

While Stockholm universities grows, the need for student accommodation 
becomes more vital and in order to feed the demand, we need to provide clever 
housing. How can we rethink and find a sustainable approach in the way we 
interact, and how is our social and academic life affected? 

New thinking, innovation, sustainability and fulfilling a need have been at the heart 
of  my thesis. A variation of  the current possibilities of  student housing is needed 
where the social and interactive way of  living is emphasized and enhanced.

APPROACH

I’ve focused my thesis on finding the key ingredients for improving an individual’s time as a student. In a time when students are struggling to find accommodation that fulfills the need of  being close to 
university, close to social places, adequate size and affordable. This is close to impossible! This is not just a problem in Stockholm but an international dilemma. 
At the heart of  my project is to give attention to factors like, new thinking, innovation, sustainability and fulfilling a need. How can we create clever ways of  student accommodation with emphasis on the 
factors mentioned above but especially on community and a more sustainable and united way of  living? 
Only when we start embracing change and by breaking out of  our traditional individual living, can we then start to realise and recognise the benefits of  working, studying and living together.
My key answer to the problem is ”The student habitat”- a small and interactive community where students can live, interact and socialize. 

By implementing an academic community that’s integrated in our living space, can we then form an added value and acceptance in small size accommodation. Smaller living area, but a greater social 
interacting platform. This solution would result in improved relation with other students, improved teamwork, better integration with students from a variety of  socioeconomic backgrounds, improved 
academic achievement and better motivation. 



1. LIBRARY    170sqm
2. FOOD COURT    420sqm
3. MAILBOXES  
4. GYM     360sqm
5. OFFICE     260sqm
6. GROCERY STORE   270sqm
7. CAFETERIA / RECEPTION 290sqm
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8. COURTYARD  1800sqm

6.

7.

GROUND FLOOR 1:200

SECTION 1:100 B-B

BARBECUE PLACE  : -2M

OUTDOOR WORKOUT : 0m

SEATING AREA, GREEN AREA : -1m

By terracing and having a lower height towards Filmhuset, it contributes to better natural light 
towards the courtyard and the apartments while the visibility from the Filmhuset improves.

x 0m

x -1m

x +1m

x +2m

x +3m

x +4m

A

A

B

B

On the roof  I have chosen to create a green area. The greens is divided into three parts, green 
roof, which works as an good insulator, improves air quality, and removes nitrogen pollution from 
rain. Second part is urban farming, which is located on the sun friendly side of  the roof. This 
section is aimed for students to grow their own crops together. Finally the third part of  the the 
communal park which complement the blocked view that the building creates for the Filmhuset. 
Simultaneously, it contributes a biodiversity of  the area. 

The ground floor is a commercial aspect of  the building. With aspiration to create a 
economically sustainable approach, I’ve chosen to engage third party companies for 
commercial activities that is relevant to the students needs. This involves healthy food courts, 
a small grocery store and cafeteria. Not only does this solution have beneficial values for 
tenants but also for the surrounding area.



1. ROOF PARK    870 sqm
2. APARTMEMT  TYPE 1  16 sqm
3. APARTMENT TYPE 2  13 sqm
4. APARTMENT TYPE 3  80 sqm
5. APARTMENT TYPE 4  60 sqm
6. COMMUNAL AREA   82 sqm

NORTH - WEST ELEVATION 1:200

SOUTH - WEST ELEVATION 1:200

PLAN 2  1:200

1. PLAN 1  1:500
2. PLAN 3  1:500
3. PLAN 4  1:500
4. PLAN 5  1:500
5. PLAN -1 1:500  (underneath the gym)
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SECTION 1:200 A - A

COMMUNAL AREAS
 

The communal area is the hallmark of  “The Student Habitat” – This is where a sense of  community and togetherness is developed. 

In my proposal I emphasis on the communal areas and the student rooms.
The communal areas consist of  spaces such as communal kitchen, dining areas, entertainment rooms, study chambers and relaxing areas. 

The communal areas are placed with intervals between the accommodations. This strategic placement is to give tenants easy access to the different communal 
areas and create an ambiance. By doing this we can break away from the traditional dormitory corridors and strive for a more social environment. 

VIEW FROM COMMUNAL AREA

CLEVER ACCOMODATION 

The accommodations have clever solutions to create a 
versatile living space. By creating rooms with contemporary 
interior design solution, students have hidden storage space 
and a unique feature of  choosing between sharing their 
accommodation with the neighbor or living solo. 

SECTION 1:50 OF STUDENT ROOM

SCENARIO ROOM 1 - ”BEDROOM”

By sliding out the bed form underneath the elevated floor a small ”bedroom” is created by enclosing 
with a sliding door

SCENARIO ROOM 2 - ”DINING AREA”

By sliding out the bed form underneath the elevated floor half-way the bed becomes a coach and 
by folding out a table from the cabinet a seamless dining area emerges.

SCENARIO ROOM 3 - ”SHARING APARTMENT”

The wall dividing the neighbouring room can easily be removed and there by sharing the 
apartment with the neighbour and togeather becomes a 3 bedroom home apartment, 2 sleeping 
alvoes and 1 large shared living area.  

PLAN 1:50 OF STUDENT ROOM

The student habitat consist of  245 apartments and houses for 298 students. 
 

- 125, 1 room apartment that can share space with the neighbour.

- 125, 1 room apartment with view towards the courtyard.

- 9, ”collective apartments” with 4 bedrooms and shared livingroom

- 6, 2 bedroom apartments with their own livingroom, ment for family residents.- 
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VIEW FROM FILMHUSET VIEW FROM SOUTH EAST ENTRANCE 

MASSING
The building has emerged by looking at the factors surrounding the site. I’ve paid extra attention to the current pathways, communication access, surrounding buildings such as Filmhuset and Försvarshögskolan and their geometries.

The ground floor has curtain walls and the floor has columns that carry the upper floor. This is done to make the building appear lighter in contrast to Filmhuset and create visual connection to Filmhuset. By having fewer apartments facing Filmhuset it 
reduces insight and opens up the view from Filmhusets restaurant. Furthermore, I have used Försvarshögskolan’s circular facade and radius to create a continues loop that gives easy access through the building. 

The building has emerged by looking at the factors surrounding the site. I’ve paid extra attention to the current pathways, communication access, surrounding buildings such as Filmhuset and Försvarshögskolan and their geometries.
The ground floor has curtain walls and the floor has columns that carry the upper floor. This is done to make the building appear lighter in contrast to Filmhuset and create visual connection to Filmhuset. By having fewer apartments facing Filmhuset it 
reduces insight and opens up the view from Filmhusets restaurant. Furthermore, I have used Försvarshögskolan’s circular facade and radius to create a continues loop that gives easy access through the building. 

STUDY OF GENERAL EXPRESSIONS INTERPRETED FROM THE SITE
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