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Public space is back in fashion. 
Streets and squares are being remod-
eled after the idea of a livingroom, 
to attract commercial activity and 
promote competing cities. Compli-
ance is demanded, unhappiness is 
treason.

This project is an architectural re-
flection on the intrinsic politics of 
public space, revolving around the 
history, present and future of Stor-
torget in Katrineholm. It employs 
Adorno’s notion of ’mimetic cri-
tique’ and Freud’s idea of the ’un-
canny’ to both disrupt and acknowl-
edge the familiar and reintroduce 
qualities of the current architectural 
’other’: the useless, the quotidian, 
the demanding.

The aim of the project has been to 
investigate an architectural context 
from a wide range of perspectives—
historical, political, discursive, ex-
periental—exploring the relation 
between architecture and the public 
realm, and to enter into a dialogue 
with this situation in the form of an 
architectural project that draws on 
the knowledge of the place.

The point of departure for my proj-
ect is Stortorget in Katrineholm, 
which is also in a way the point of 
departure for the town itself. An ab-
solute center, but with an almost ee-
rie atmosphere. Stortorget has been 
subject to constant incremental 
changes, from a grass covered mar-
ket place that were nothing more 
than a couple of not yet developed 
lots, to the somewhat overly de-
signed and contradictory situation 
of today. Further, there are plans for 
a thorough redesign of the square, 
that proposes a large residential 
building on the square, which is 
supposed to simultaneously act as 
a landmark for Katrineholm and 
stimulate “innovative thought and 
modernization.”

The project seeks to problematize 
notions of novelty and innovation, 
the role of imagery and appear-
ance, and the reigning paradigm 
of the living room as model for 
public space. In the project I am 
solely working with what is there, 
and through processes of editing, 
copying, cultivating the existing,  
I seek to end up with a proposal that 

escapes the idea of innovation and 
newness, or to an idealization of 
urbanity, but that rather focuses on 
the relational aspects of the site; of 
movement, of a sense of expanse, of 
expanding the space beyond a sin-
gular interiority.

The final proposal is made up of a 
series of interventions that reinter-
prets the site and a building that 
draws on the tectonic qualities of 
an existing prefabricated structure 
that frames the square today and 
that houses seating and shelter for a 
bus stop and a kiosk built within its 
frame. This is seen as the embryo of 
a public building on the site, a struc-
ture that defines but connects rather 
than separates. The building is en-
tirely informed by the site, and how 
it physically and visually structures 
the larger and the intimate scale of 
the context. The building as image, 
and as inhabited image.










