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SOMETHING FOR ARCHITECTURE
Something is a nonprofit organization 
comitted to the advancement of innovative 
positions in architecture, art and design.

The program of exhibitions, talks, film 
screenings and workshops is intended to 
generate dialogue and collaboration across 
ideological and disciplinary boundaries 
and increase awarness of and interest in 
contemporary and future design.

This proposal suggests the need for a new 
architectural exhibition space in Stock-
holm. One that lies within the urban fabric 
and with facilities of durable and allowing 
nature.

ArkDes - the Swedish architecture and de-
sign centre - is a state institution located on 
the island of Skeppsholmen, in the same 
building as Moderna Museet. A beautiful 
context but one that may pose a challenge 
for an istitution that wants to take an active 
part in architectural discussion. In April 
2015, after years of critique and debate re-
garding the state and future of ArkDes, the 
government finally proposed a merger of 
ArkDes and Moderna Museet - effectively 
leaving Sweden without a designated space 
for the exhibition of architecture.

This proposal is not ArkDes or a replace-
ment thereof - if you will, this is something 
else for architecture.

The site is on Åsötorget, the schoolyard of 
a former technical gymnasium which today 
houses a plethora of activities mainly in the 
field of education. These institutions engage 
a diverse crowd from the entire Stockholm 
municipality whilst being located right in 
the middle of Södermalm.

The architectural context, dominated by 
Paul Hedqvist’s Åsö Gymnasium (1968) 
and Skatteskrapan (1959), is interesting 
in that with its prefrabricated concrete 
elements and repetetive facades it is an 
environment quite different from what you 
find in most other parts of Södermalm. 
Beneath Åsötorget  you find an abundance 
of parking space and also Söderledstunneln 
- a major underground thoroughfare.

The structure entails a new building 
above ground and a garage converted to an 
exhibition hall underground.
Above ground is the reception, a small 
atelier and a gallery that can also be utilized 
for screenings, seminars and workshops. 
The underground facilities are more suitable 
for the construction and display of large 
scale models, installations and experiments.
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1. Åsötorget (site)
2. Åsö Gymnasium
3. Auditorium
4. Skatteskrapan
5. Söderledstunneln
6. Rosenlundsparken 5
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The architectural context, dominated by 
Paul Hedqvist’s Åsö Gymnasium (1968) and 
Skatteskrapan (1959), is interesting in that 
with its prefabricated concrete elements and 
repetitive facades it is an environment quite 
different from what you find in most other 
parts of Södermalm.
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Entrance
Most visitors will arrive from Götgatan. Walking along the extension of Skånegatan 
towards the entrance you pass over a number of glass covered openings in the ground 
through which you get a glimpse of the work andd exhibitions below.
A setback in the facade indicates the entrance which is located on the facade facing 
the courtyard and Åsö Gymnasium.

Foyer and atelier
On the entrance floor there is a reception, a small library and an atelier.  The atelier 
has basic facilities for workshops, crafts and model making. A large window towards 
Vartoftagatan allows passers by to see the activities taking place.
The entire entrance floor has a warm welcoming wooden interior and the walls are 
covered with shelving that can be used for displaying books, merchandise, exhibition 
objects, and items produced in the atelier.

1ST FLOOR

White Gallery
A staircase behind the reception desk leads to the gallery on the first floor. This is a 
flexible white double height space with natural light entering though a large overhead 
window and a slice in the ceiling along the western wall. The light can be controlled 
with curtains providing conditions suitable for film screenings, seminars, installations 
etc.

Grey Gallery
Adjacent to the white gallery is a a small triangular space with a narrow skylight 
along its northern wall. This is a more intimate space with lower ceiling and exposed 
concrete walls.

Terrace
On this floor you also find a terrace that can be used for exhibitions or as an outdoor 
space during events. Drinks, smokers

2ND FLOOR

Mezzanine 
The mezzanine on the second floor allows a different perspective of the exhibition 
below. The large window provides a view of Åsö Gymnasium and the activities out 
on the courtyard.

3RD FLOOR

Office
The top floor is an administration floor and office for permanent staff and visiting 
artists and architects.

BASEMENT

The Garage

Descending the stairs on the ground floor you find yourself in The Garage. This is 
the main exhibition space and it has been created by transforming parts of the two 
level garage found under Åsötorget. It is of rougher and more durable character 
compared to the spaces above ground and allows for construction work directly in the 
exhibition space. Natural light enters through the large skylights visitors passed by 
walking up to the building. The space is like a large basin that can be converted and 
transformed for the particular exhibition. Movable stairs can optionally be provided 
for accessing the lower level which is otherwise reached through a long ramp running 
behind one of the walls.

The upper level provides wall space for hanging exhibitions and top views of the 
work or exhibitions taking place below. At the far end of the upper floor there is also 
a large widow facing the workshop area.
 
Workshop

The workshop is an area for construction  and assembly of installations but also for 
courses and visitor participation. It contains some permanent machinery, paint room, 
facilities for digital fabrication, storage etc.
It is not tucked away as a hidden backstage area, rather it is exposed to visitors and 
even to passers by on the street level through the skylight above. 

Loading
Loading can be done through large doors towards the adjacent garage or, for larger 
objects, be hoisted in through a hatch in the roof.
The doors towards the garage also function as emergency exits and allows potential 
temporary expansion into the garage.



Construction
The structure above ground is mainly constructed from load-bearing, prefabricated, concrete sandwich elements. In the white gallery the walls are clad with plywood and plaster. 
Wooden joists running in the ceiling allow for objects to be hung from hooks above, improves acoustic quality and provides room for technical installations and artificial lighting. The 
underground space is basically created by cut outs from the existing garage slab which was constructed with in-situ concrete. Additional walls are erected from lightweight concrete 
blocks.



Ground floor
Reception, lobby, library, atelier

First floor
White gallery, grey gallery, terrace



Second floor
Mezzanine gallery

Third floor
Administration



Upper garage
Mezzanine gallery, rest rooms, cloak room, workshop, pantry

1. Cloak room
2. Rest rooms
3. Mezzanine gallery
4. Ramp (and canals for ventilation)

5. Window to workshop
6. Workshop: Paint, plaster etc
7. Workshop: Computer lab
8. Pentry, showers etc

9. Access to Åsö Gymnasium 
10. Loading through roof hatch
11. Storage
12. Technical
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Lower garage
Main exhibition space, workshop, storage
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1. Main gallery
2. Workshop
3. Workshop storage

4. Access to Åsö Gymnasium
5. Loading from garage
6. Storage

7. Scissor lift
8. Technical




