
FUNKABO YOUTH CENTRE
in Kalmar

Before the implementing the changes, the youth cen-
tre had an attendance of 90% boys and 10% girls. 
Through analysing their environment they could iden-
tify aspects which promoted a harsher boys-culture, 
and often made the girls uncomfortable. By changing 
the placement of the entrance to the centre, the way 
the seating was organised and the placement of cer-
tain programs, that culture was disrupted. After the 
changes the percentage of girls had increased to 43%.

KEY TOOLS:
Physical design choices 
Gender de-programming
Gender education for the staff

GLOBAL AVERAGE,
ANNUAL EARNINGS

exploring feminist design tools
Erika Fagerberg and Marina Ziakouli

This project explores ways to redefine the relationship of 
women and space through urban design. The effort has 
been put on understanding the variety of female voices in 
Rinkeby, and starting a discussion about which tools we as 
planners and architects, have at our disposal when we aim 
to create a more feminist urban experience.

At the centre of Rinkeby, as one exits the metro, lies a 
square always filled with people. The square, although lively, 
is dominated to a large degree by men. Even though 
Sweden has come far in its work towards equality between 
the sexes, it has only begun to have an impact on the way 
we design our cities. The design of many public spaces still 
overlook the female perspective, resulting in that women 
occupy the public spaces on other terms than men. 

• How do the women in Rinkeby experience the 
   public spaces?

• Which structural hinders can we find in Rinkeby 
   today that prevents spatial equality between men       
   and women?

• Which tools can we as planners and designers use              
  when trying to create gender equal public experiences  
   in the context of Rinkeby?

Sweden ranks 4 in the list of countries with greatest 
gender equality, but still data shows that there is a long 
way ahead. Women possess less positions of power in the 
work market, conduct more of the unpaid housework and 
get lower pensions. 

Crime experiences and fear of crime are greater for women. 
These hues of inequality become more intense in areas that 
are considered to be socioeconomically challenged and the 
spatial impact they may have cannot be disregarded.

Women earn less and own less power, which makes them 
more vulnerable in issues of independency, getting their 
voice heard, empowerment. Parental leaves in Sweden are 
mostly taken by women, which affects the places women 
taking care of children visit. Accessibility becomes an is-
sue. Women are most likely to get out of their habbits and 
choices of places, be seen in playgrounds, etc. 

Women are more vulnerable to certain types of crime 
like threats, harassment and sexual assault. The threats 
against women take place mostly in private spaces, even 
though women seem to feel more unsafe in public.

According to NTU report, women’s quality of life is more 
affected by crime and fear of crime. They have been pre-
senting larger worry about crime in society and crime 
against their loved ones than men.

They tend to change their habbits and patterns of moving 
around depending on their perception of crime, so much as 
to avoiding walking in their own neighborhoods after dark 
in a large extent.

EXPOSED TO THREAT, 2005-2013

WORRY ABOUT CRIME IN SOCIETY, 2006-2014

INSECURE AFTER EXPOSED TO CRIMES

men
women

FEELING OF UNSAFETY, 2006-2014

IN THE GLOBAL LABOUR FORCE

UNSAFE AT NIGHT IN THEIR AREA

The issue examined in this project leaks out of a mere gender issue. 
According to intersectionality theory various biological, social and 
cultural categories such as gender, race, class, ability, sexual orientation, 
religion, age, and other axes of identity interact on multiple and often 
simultaneous levels. To more accurately study gender, we must study 
gendered lives in the context of those other social identities.
 
In Rinkeby where 90,7% of the population is of foreign origins, 
compared to the 31,1% of the Stockholm total, culture and race with the 
particularities they present, play an important role in habbits, everyday 
life and power structures. An analysis of gender and other identity issues 
in Rinkeby, Stockholm and worldwide follows, tied together to an 
attempt of connecting them with spatial interpretations.

Spatial segregation in Stockholm becomes apparent through statistics 
about unemployment and average income. This adds to what was found 
out from the way Rinkeby is portrayed on the media. Women in Rinkeby 
earn approximately half as much women in the whole of Stockholm 
earn. This increases their dependency on their families, spouses and 
social bonds. It ties them geographically and in terms of activities.

IN 1050 SWEDISH COMPANIES:

MEDIASCAPES: THE STORY OF RINKEBY ADDED COMPLEXITY: IN THE CONTEXT OF RINKEBY

GENDER INEQUALITY: SPATIAL ASPECTS

FEMINIST PRECEDENTS: PROJECTS
ROSENS RÖDA MATTA
in Rosengård, Malmö

An activity space was planed in the area of Rosengård 
in Malmö. When it became clear that the spontane-
ous sports activities was mostly used by boys and 
men, the project shifted focus. The planners worked 
together with young girls and their wishes, and the 
result became a program instead filled with dance, 
culture and music shows, where the girls were em-
ployed to follow the project throughout. 

KEY TOOLS:
Process focused work
Participatory methods 
Power delegation

(D)JÄRVA KVINNOR
in Husby, Stockholm

A collaboration between Svenska Bostader & the Roy-
al Institute of Technology located in Husby northwest 
of Stockholm. Facing a redevelopment of public spac-
es, several workshops with clear feministic convictions 
are held during the autumn of 2015 to aid the design. 
Similarly to Rinkeby the square in Husby is dominated 
by men, and women feel watched, judged and unsafe.

KEY TOOLS:
Process focused work
Participatory methods
Experiential mapping

MYCKET
in Jubileumparken, Göteborg

A architecture and art collaboration, organized an 
event-based dialogue open to residents about the 
bathing culture in Göteborg. In the initial phase they 
focused on including groups that are often disregard-
ed in urban planning processes. They identified prob-
lems like the need for separatist rooms for women, or 
women that need to be covered when they bathe or 
shower.

KEY TOOLS:
Intersectionality
Cooperation amongst different organizations
Participation
Activity based

INTRODUCTION
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MALE PREDOMINANCE

Studies have shown that men are the ones 
mainly using private means of transport, like cars and 
bikes. Translated to everyday life, this fact means that city 
streets and parking lots are predominantly a male’s ter-
ritory. Consequently, every funding that goes into road 
structures, even the biking routes, favor men. 

We have seen in our research that the square is occupied 
and used to a large extent by men only. It is not the only 
public space this occurs in, though. Football fields are 
almost exclusively used by younger or older boys and it is a 
rare sight for girls to be found 
taking over those spaces.

FEMALE PREDOMINANCE

Women are the ones mostly using public means of 
transport. That means that they are dependent on specific 
timetables and face certain difficulties when using them. 

The biggest challenge we have witnessed them put up with 
is to carry a baby stroller and find a spot in the bus. Since 
women are usually the ones taking care of the children of 
the family, they are the ones that experience longer times 
on the bus stops waiting for the next bus when the one 
coming has no space left for another stroller.

Our research has shown as that, not rarely, women feel 
their presence in public spaces validated by motherhood. 
They are the ones most likely to be found in and around 
playgrounds, watching after their children.

FEMALE DOMINATED 
SPACES ARE 
3.25 TIMES SMALLER 
THAN THE PREDOMINATELY 

MALE AREAS AND FUNCTIONS

ONLY 1/3 OF THE

 PEOPLE ON RINKEBY 

SQUARE ARE WOMEN

ANALYSIS: UNDERSTANDING WHAT IS

FOREIGN BACKGROUND

% OF UNEMPLOYMENT

TRAFFIC NETWORK PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION OPEN PUBLIC SPACES OPEN SPACE FUNCTIONSCOUNTING MEN AND WOMEN
In order to determine the truth of medias image of Rinkeby Torg 
as a male dominated space, we decided to count the number of 
men and women lingering on the square. During different hours 
of the day, and over a period of four days we took notes, and the 
result were confirming the impression. 

• The car is used more by men than women in day to day 
commutes. women more frequently travel by 
public transport. 

• Women more rarely have driver licenses than men, and it 
is 2 times less common that a 
women own a car than a man.

• Men travel further/day than women.

• Women have more complex traveling patterns than 
men, as they make more stops and travel by several types 
of transportation. Their travels are more often tied to 
errands which could be explained by that they conduct the 
lion share of the unpaid house work. Traveling with 
children makes women more dependant 
on reliable secondary entrances to public 
transportation, and the proximity and ease to the 
home (RVU 2004).

men
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men
women

men
women

very unsafe
“don’t go 
out” unsafe

very unsafe
“don’t go 
out” unsafe

40km/day

52km/day

TRANSPORT & INEQUALITY



INTERVIEWS: HEARING OUT THE WOMEN

FEMINIST PRECEDENTS: PROJECTS

We conducted short interviews at different days. 
To capture the experiences of as many as possible, we 
started by contacting women at the square, at the exit of 
the mall. 

The language quickly presented itself as a major barrier for 
communicating our purpose, questions and the nuances 
of our project. This was the reason we contacted a number 
of local organisations, and managed to get in contact with 
a few girls through Café Respekt. With these girls we sat 
down to do more indepth interviews, also presented here 
to the right.

3 main questions were asked: 
• Where do you meet with friends? 
• What is your perception of the square? 
• What are you missing in Rinkeby?

23 women and 4 men were interviewed.

all men interviewed met 
either on the square or at 
activities around it

23
WOMEN

4
men

13 said in Rinkeby

5 at home

8 at activities 
in Rinkeby:

4 at school

9 in town

4 in Kista

2 in other places

19 said outside Rinkeby

•  Cafe Respekt
• Library
• Bowling
• Restaurant

fully unsafe uncomfortable 
(because of the male gaze)

meh, there are places I avoid so & so it’s alright I’m lovin’ it

LEVEL OF COMFORT

THEIR WISHES

girls 
activities

café 

green and 
parks

services

8

4

3

1

METHOD OF INTERVIEWS

Most of them have been here for more than 30 years. 
Some since the 60s and then 70s, and are now 
retired.

They go to the association regularly every Wednesday and 
Sunday when they have activities: they drink 
coffee all together, some sew, draw or take up projects and 
on Sundays they dance traditional greek dances. They do 
not meet at home.

Only one of them mentioned that she goes to an 
association of another ethnic group (the Armenians) and 
no foreign women come to theirs. They also meet at the 
elderly center (on Thursdays). They presume other women 
meet either at home or in Kista.

Café Respekt is a separatist café for young adult women, 
open only one evening a week in the basement of Folkets 
hus in Rinkeby. A grassroots initiative provid-
ing a place for these girls to meet up and hang out, they 
also host a variety of activities such as discussion forums, 
lectures, events, self defence classes in the city centre, and 
the like. 

The girls meet at Café Respect on Fridays, but as they grow 
older they anticipate focusing more on their families and 
be less socially outgoing, more likely to meet up in town. 
Older women they know, like their mothers, 
meet friends in the back of Somalian 
clothes shops to gossip and drink tea. 

They admitted to being vary of going out after dark, 
because of what has been said in the 
media scares them, rather than any experi-
ence of violence. Some of the girls expressed that the fact 
that someone always is present at the square makes makes 
them feel safe, whilst another said the very fact unsettles 
her.

They all identified the grill as an uncomfortable space 
to enter as a lot of men take up the space.

The two girls that have lived in Rinkeby their whole life do 
not find that the men at the square makes 
them uncomfortable, they are familiar. One girl 
from Tensta who moved to Rinkeby said she used to feel 
the same way about the men in Tensta, whereas the men in 
Rinkeby are strangers to her and therefore causes 
more unease.

All girls wish there were more places where only girls could 
meet, but without having to demand these places.

THE GREEK ASSOCIATION

THREE GIRLS @ CAFÈ RESPEKT

The younger women (their daughters) go in town, as there 
is nothing really to do in Rinkeby.

They don’t feel uncomfortable or unsafe on the square, 
even though they know and see that there is some illegal 
activity (selling drugs) They feel safe late at night 
exactly because there’s always people 
on the square.

They notice a difference between 10 years ago and now, 
less immigrants then, less men on the square. They think 
that the municipality or the state should not be sending 
all immigrants to Rinkeby as it degrades more and more 
that way (because many of them are unemployed, taking 
advantage of the social help according to them).

shops

cinema

don’t know

1

1
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muf ARCHITECTURE/ART
in London

A mainly female architectural office that works 
mainly on projects in the public realm that indicates 
a social (spatial) ambition beyond the fixity of the 
building as object. Feminism is not openly mentioned, 
yet there is an underlying and often explicit tenet of 
feminism within their work.

KEY TOOLS:
Collaborative practices 
‘Mutual knowledge’
Relation between small scale and strategy

WOMEN’S DESIGN SERVICE
in London

A worker’s co-operative dedicated to improving the 
built environment for women. WDS was thus found-
ed as an overtly feminist organisation in the belief 
that women’s voices were not being heard, and that 
women were having to live and work in environments 
that were unsuitable for them. The organisation 
became a resource and information centre as well 
as providing pre-feasibility studies for community 
projects.

KEY TOOLS:
Grass-roots initiative
Participation
Handbook creation

MATRIX FEMINIST DESIGN 
COOPERATION in London

One of the first architectural groups in Britain to take 
an overtly feminist stance in working and designing. 
Matrix worked in design social projects and technical 
advice. Matrix developed participatory design meth-
ods, acknowledging that architects’ ways of working 
needed to be adapted in order to make the design 
process more understandable and engaging for 
clients and users. Important project was the Jagonari 
Centre for Bangladeshi women in London.

KEY TOOLS:
Collaborative practices 
Empowerment of women
Participatory design

GREATER LONDON COUNCIL 
WOMEN’S COMMITTEE
in London

Created women’s committees in communities and 
funded local women’s groups and projects such as 
daycare, female transportation services, open-to-all-
women meetings. Dissolved by Thatcher government.

KEY TOOLS:
Funding
Empowerment of women
Connection of local groups

• Women feel observed and 
judged by the male gaze close to 
male dominated spaces, 
sometimes so much they tend to 
completely avoid the area.

• The most male dominated areas 
we found in the centre of Rinkeby 
are the corner of the square and 
the grill next to the library.

• There are informal, “hidden” 
meeting spaces for women, 
like the back rooms of the somali 
clothing shops.

• Many women, even when not 
bothered by the male gaze, seek 
activities and entertainment 
elsewhere because they feel 
Rinkeby doesn’t offer good options.

• Younger women often need 
permission from their family 
to hang out in male dominated 
spaces, which often they don’t get. 
Getting older, and becoming 
mothers, makes it ok to be in 
public spaces with the family or 
children.  Women often need social 
excuses to be allowed to be in 
public spaces.

• The older women seem much 
less bothered by the male gaze 
than the young, and have 
described the it as natural that 
men and women chose to socialize 
in different places.

• Unemployment and not knowing 
Swedish or English can often make 
women more dependant on their 
familes and often feel isolated.

• The presence of people on and 
around the square late at night 
produces two interesting and 
differing reactions: 
Some experience it as safer this 
way, whilst others feel more unsafe 
for the exact same reason.

• Media has had a clear effect on 
the perception of safety around 
Rinkeby, and was often brought up 
during our interviews.

INTERVIEWS: CONCLUSIONS



The plans focus on developments along Rinkebystråket and 
Rinkeby Allé. The two axes will host commercial and entertain-
ment activities, mostly retail and restaurants.

The main desired connections are towards Kista, through 
Rinkeby terassen, and Stora Ursvik, through a bridge. These 
connections are planned to be reinforced by commercial activi-
ties, that will created greater pedestrian flows, and a possible 
new bus line on Rinkeby Allé. The development on Rinkeby Allé 
includes restructuring of the current built environment,  addi-
tion of buildings and functions, as well as creation and redesign 
of a public space on the east exit of the square.

The most influential part of the proposal is the new multicul-
tural center on Rinkeby Allé, that will house a new mosque and 
other facilities, hoping to become a new small center for the 
neighborhood.

SPECULATIVE PROPOSALS: 

PROPOSED PLAN POTENTIAL SPOTS OF IMPORTANCE

STOCKHOLM’S PROPOSAL

PROBLEM IDENTIFICATION
• not knowing the language creates a dependancy on surrounding family/husband both 
   from an economical standpoint and social, sometimes causing women to feel isolated

• few places/programs catering for women, fewer still when that category is broken 
   down into age groups etc.

• little diversity in & number of public spaces

• low awareness regarding gender equailty issues

EXTRACTING FEMINIST POWER TOOLS
• positioning ourselves and define our standpoint
• thinking about our role, our professions
• viewing architecture and design as a process, not an outcome 
• breaking out of Neufert and having all senses experience
• going up and down in scale: examining the up close and extract what it can say about the general
• make visible the invisible dynamics at play
• reformulation of the strategy in the here and now: a small scale construction of “what if ?”
• ask ourselves who benefits and who loses from our decisions
• intersectional & transdisciplinary approaches to problem solving
• participation (listening and understanding)
• raising awareness

1.

2.

3.

4.

1. 2. 3. 4.PROGRAM EXPOSED PARTICIPATIONUN-EXPOSED

The ground where this research started was 
Rinkeby square. After our observations, it was 
only natural to look into ways of increasing the 
female presence on this site. We proceeded to 
do that by adding female facilities that support, 
allow or excuse their presence on and around 
the square, as we have discovered that it is not 
uncommon for women to feel they need 
socially accepted reasons to validate their being 
in such a central area.

Taking a feminist stance for us meant that we 
needed to enforce and establish the female 
presence in Rinkeby. That involved making a 
statement in a central place, while shifting it’s 
focus from men to women. We considered the 
female needs and desires that we gathered 
from the interviews with residents and 
organizations, and tested what would foster 
stronger female flows.

At the same time, we couldn’t ignore what 
was revealed to us from discussions with 
Rinkeby women and was supported from 
literature: women often operate and meet in 
hidden networks, like the back rooms of so-
mali clothing stores. Those marginal spaces 
are not only sites of deprivation, but sites of 
radical possibility. We discussed, then, the 
balance between the women’s comfort zone 
and thriving in peripheral spaces, a little bit 
further away from the public eye.

 As architects and planners, we are more or less 
the outsiders that often impose their own ideas 
in an area. We believe that the best way to 
tackle that is be keeping an open dialogue with 
the locals, both while analyzing and under-
standing the area, but also when deciding and 
taking action. The most involving and including 
way to do so, is opening up to participation and 
leaving aside our own power to let women’s 
voices be heard. Although we believe partici-
pation is a tool that should be used more ex-
tensively, in this exploration it is imagined and 
planned in a future development site, the one 
of the new mosque and multicultural centre.




	beginning
	end

